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zycia zydowskiego w Bedzinie przed Il wojng $Swiatowa. To byta spontaniczna
decyzja, powodowana odruchem serca. ByliSmy przekonanani, ze jesli my tego nie
zrobimy to nie zrobi tego nikt i ta unikalna pamigtka po zydowskim Bedzinie
przepadnie na zawsze. Jak sie pézniej okazato ta decyzja zmienita catkowicie .nasze
zycie.

By skutecznie dziata¢ i pozyskiwaé¢ fundusze musieliSmy mie¢ odpowiednig forme
prawng. ZatozyliSmy Fundacje i nazwalismy jg ,Brama Cukermana”, bo od tego
miejsca wszystko sie u nas zaczeto. Udato nam sie wpisa¢ malowidta $cienne w
domu modlitwy do rejestru zabytkéw Wojewddztwa Slgskiego, a takze pozyskac
fundusze na przeprowadzenie ich profesjonalnej konserwacji i renowacji. Latem 2009
roku grupa doswiadczonych konserwatorow sztuki przeprowadzita, trwajaca 2
miesigce, trudng operacje renowacji malowidet, ktére znajdowaty sie w owym czasie
w bardzo ztym stanie technicznym.

Od 5 lat realizujemy przedsiewziecia podtrzymujgce pamie¢ o dawnych, zydowskich
mieszkancach Bedzina i regionu. StworzyliSmy szlak edukacyjny pt. "Hurtownia
Manufaktury” polegajacy na umieszczeniu' stylizowanych szyldow na kamienicach w
Bedzinie, Sosnowcu i Dgbrowie Gérniczej. Szyldy te upamietniajg dawne, zydowskie
sklepy, warsztaty rzemiesinicze i inne zydowskie -firmy, ktoére dziataty w- tych
miejscach przed Il Wojng Swiatowg. Naszym najwiekszym projektem edukacyjnym
jest stworzona w 2011 roku seria audioprzewodnikow pt. "Opowiesci Nieobecnych".
Sa to 64 utwory opowiadajgce o dawnych synagogach, cmentarzach i innych
miejscach i ludziach waznych dla dawnej spotecznosci zydowskiej w naszym
regionie. Szlak ten jest obecnie oznakowywany w przestrzeni miast i dostepny w
jezyku angielskim. Wystarczy wejs¢ na strone: www.opowiescinieobecnych.org i
pobraé utwory na swoj komputer, odtwarzacz MP3 lub telefon.

Od poczatku istnienia naszej Fundacji prowadzimy wywiady ze starszymi osobiami -
ostatnimi Swiadkami historii pamietajacymi jeszcze okres okupacji i przedwojenny,
zydowski Bedzin. W przysztosci chcielibysmy stworzy¢ archiwum ,historii méwionej”,
kt6re stuzytoby edukacji mtodego pokolenia.

W zesztym roku Karolina - prezeska Fundacji odbyta szkolenie dla edukatorow w
instytucie Yad Vashem. Doswiadczenia z tego szkolenia wykorzystujemy podczas
prowadzenia zaje¢ pozalekcyjnych pod nazwg Cheder. Uczestniczy w tych zajeciach
mtodziez bedzinska dowiadujgc sie o historii Zydéw, antysemityzmie, Zagtadzie, -
pojeciach, o ktérych niewiele méwi sie w szkotach.

W tym roku podczas Festiwalu Kultury Zydowskiej w Krakowie nasza Fundacja
zostata uhonorowana dyplomem honorowym ,Chronigc Pamie¢”. Dyplom ten
przyznany jest corocznie przez Ambasadra Izraela w Polsce i polskiego Wiceministra
Kultury i Dziedzictwa Narodowego osobom i instytucjom zastuzonym dla ratowania
dziedzictwa zydowskiego i dialogu polsko-zydowskiego.

W niedalekiej przysziosci chcemy zajg¢ sie zydowskimi cmentarzami w naszym
regionie i pomoc Gminie Zydowskiej w Katowicach przywrdcié godny wyglad
niektorych z nich.

Catfa nasza praca w Bedzinie powodowana jest potrzebag zachowania od zapomnienia
niezwykle bogatego zycia zydowskiego w Bedzinie przed Il Wojng Swiatowg. Robimy
to dla uczczenia bedzinian, ktoérzy zgineli w Zagtadzie, ale takze dla wspétczesnych,
polskich mieszkancéw, zeby znali historie swojego miasta i wiedzieli, ze straszna
historia juz nigdy nie powinna sie powtérzyc.

Chcemy aby dom modlitwy w Bramie Cukermana, ktérym sie opiekujemy byt
miejscem zywym. Jesli ktos chciatby je odwiedzi¢, prosimy o kontakt za
posrednictwem strony www.bramacukermana.com, na profilu Facebook lub poprzez
telefon.

Karolina i Piotr Jakowenko




In 2008, Karolina and Piotr Jakowenko, a young couple living in Bedzin, decided to do
something for the survivors of the Holocaust who lived in their city. Their slogan was
“We must not forget the city’s past and its Jewish residents.” They assumed the task
of renovating and restoring the site for the survivors,.and for potential visitors. They
founded Brama Cukermana, a non-profit organization and applied to the Slgsk
(Slonsk) district offices for funding. The district, in fact, sent a group of craftsmen to
reconstruct the paintings on the walls of the Cukerman synagogue.

The Jakowenkos are busy restoring Jewish sites throughout the city of Bedzin. They
decided to research and locate the sites of businesses that had been owned by Jews.
To date, they located some 64 businesses and neighborhood synagogues (shtiebels)
that were owned by Jews before the war. Three years ago, they hung several dozen
signs in Polish and English, on the sites of the former Jewish shtiebels, businesses,
and stores. They documented their work and posted images on the Internet.

Today, they continue to interview the city’s Holocaust survivors and other elderly
residents who lived in the city during the war, for posterity. “All of this,” says Karolina,
“Is so that the younger generation can learn and became familiar with the history of
the city’s Jewish residents.”

Karolina attended a seminar at Yad Vashem two years ago and continues to speak to
school children about the history of the city’s Jewish population. Recently, the
Jakowenos also decided to restore the region’s cemeteries with the aid of the
Katowice Jewish Community offices. They want everyone to remember and not
forget, on behalf of those who are no longer here, and for those who are.

Budynek przy alei Kottgtaja 24 w Bedzinie nalezat przed Il Wojng Swiatowg do
rodziny Cukiermandw. Jest to wysoka, reprezentacyjna kamienica z bardzo dtugimi
oficynami, ktére siegajg az do placu 3-go Maja, tworzgc waska uliczke zwang wtasnie
,Bramg Cukermana”. Nuchim Cukierman - gtowa rodu, ufundowat na pierwszym
pietrze w jednej z oficyn, dom modlitwy dla swojej licznej rodziny i catej spotecznosci
zamieszkujgcej Brame Cukermana. Stato sie to przy okazji Swieta Pesach, nie wiemy
dokfadnie, ale w latach 20-tych XX wieku. W przedwojennym Bedzinie takich
prywatnych boznic byto podobno 80, gdyz nawet Wielka Synagoga na Wzgérzu
Zamkowym byta zbyt mata dla catej spotecznosci zydowskiej liczgcej ponad 25
tysiecy osob. Nuchim Cukierman zmart jeszcze przed wojng i jest pochowany na
cmentarzu czeladzkim. Jego zona Riwka wraz z wiekszo$cig dzieci zgineta podczas
Zagtady. Ci czionkowie rodziny, ktérzy ocaleli sprzedali w 1948 r. catg kamienice
polskim rodzinom i wyemigrowali. Dom modlitwy zostat zamieniony, jeszcze w trakcie
wojny, na magazyn a potem na mieszkanie. Dobudowano $cianki dzielgc przestrzen
na 2 pokoje i kuchnie a takze zabudowano babiniec, ktéry znajdowat sie pietro wyzej.
Malowidta, ktére przed wojng zdobity sciany domu modlitwy nigdy jednak nie zostaty
catkowicie zniszczone, a jedynie zamalowane. Przez prawie caty okres powojenny
dom modlitwy w Bramie Cukermana stuzyt polskim rodzinom jako mieszkanie.

W 2008 roku my - Karolina i Piotr Jakowenko - miodzi mieszkancy Bedzina
postanowiliSmy zrobi¢ cos, aby wreszcie przypomnie¢ dzisiejszym mieszkancom, ze
nasze miasto ma wielkg, zydowska historie, o ktdrej nie powinno sie zapominie¢. W
tym celu udalismy sie do Urzedu Miasta a tam dowiedzielismy sie od Adama
Szydtowskiego, ze przy alei Kottgtaja 24 w Bramie Cukermana, znajduje sie wiasnie
dawny, zydowski dom modlitwy i jest on do wynajecia ,od zaraz, dla kazdego”!
ByliSmy zdumieni, ze nikt - ani urzednicy, ani zadne muzeum ani nikt inny nie byt
zainteresowany uratowaniem i ochronieniem tego miejsca. Nie mieliSmy watpliwosci,
ze powinnidmy wynajgc¢ to miejsce od dzisiejszego wtasciciela aby ochroni¢ je przed
zniszczeniem i zachowac dla przysztych pokoleh jako zywe swiadectwo bogatego



Adolf Otto took a bicycle and went to his sister's working place, to tell her about me,
so she shouldn't be surprised if the neighbors ask her about their guest. We agreed
that I'm their cousin and came for a short visit for a couple of days.

| stayed with the Otto family some days, | felt indeed as a relative. | called them
"Uncle" and "Auntie". | slept in their apartment, | ate with them. But it couldn't
continue. Adolf had to go back to the Army, he was supposed to be.moved to the Ost
front. And in general: every guest after three had to be registered at the police. Adolf
advised me as follow: | have to go to a nearby village, Falkenberg (now — Sokolice).
He knows there a farmer, Gottschlich, a very good and decent person. Some Poles or
Ukrainians work at his farm. | shall ask him to work on his farm, and he will certainly
accept it. But | shouldn't — in any case — mention the Otto family! | may tell them, that |
came from Berlin, | worked there in one of the bombed factories, as | knew it from my
correspondence in the office and that | escaped, frightened by the bombes. We
parted, tears in eyes, | went by train and then on feet, as told by Adolf Otto, and
started asking in every house or farm, if there is need for a pair of working hands. |
didn't find the Gottschlich family, but in one of the little farms the farmers agreed to
hire me for some days. It was the Stiehler family, elderly people, over 60, they really
needed an extra pair of hands. Some days passed, and | went with the lady, Ottilia
Stiehler, to register at the village office. | pretended to be Alfreda Kuta, born in Lwow,
and | told that | escaped from Berlin because of the bombing. The mayor said: "If Frau
Stiehler is willing, you can stay with her and we shall ask in Berlin". Family Stiehler
liked my work and | stayed with them. Some months later a policeman came to our
house and enquired again how | escaped from Berlin. Again some months passed,
and | was issued a document from the Labor Office, with my photograph, as Alfreda
Kuta, born in Lwow.

| stayed with the Stiehler family almost two years, until the liberation by the Red Army
on 8" of May 1945.

This is how | survived. | had a lot of luck, a bit of resource. And | met many good
people who helped me, Poles and Germans: family Palme, Guta Hassenruck, Irena
Slabonska, Walter Schelper, Adolf Otto.

| live in Israel since 1948. My husband Reuven is a survivor from Lodz.. We have
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. All the family lives in Israel

In November 2011 Adolf Otto was posthumously awarded by Yad Vashem as
"Righteous among the Nations".

The apartment compound at 24 Kofttgtaja St. in Bedzin, stretched from Kottgtaja to 3
May Square (Placu 3-go Maja), was the property of the Cukerman family. The
compound was known as Brama Cukermana, named after the owner Nahum.

Nahum Cukerman designated the first floor of the building as a neighborhood
synagogue (shtiebel). Eighty such shtiebels were spread across the city. In 1931, the
Jewish population of the city was 21,625, and the Great Synagogue of Bedzin was
insufficient for all of the cities Jews.

Nahum died before WWII and was buried in the cemetery in Czeladz. His wife Rivka
and their children were murdered in the Holocaust. The surviving members of the
Cukerman family sold the building to a Polish family and left Poland after the war.

The former prayer house became a warehouse and then was converted into a family
apartment: two rooms and a kitchen. The interior walls was left in place, the .space
was neither painted nor whitewashed: The walls remained covered with the work of a
local artist on traditional Jewish synagogue motifs.



For them | was a Polish girl, persecuted by the Ukrainians. Their name was Adamus.
There was only an older woman at home. She showed me a group photograph and |
recognized Kunicki. She prayed in the evening, and | knelt too and said the Lord
prayer. | had my medallion. Her son returned from work late in the evening and.in the
morning he started to ask me questions. "How did you come from Janow? Why don't
you talk like the Janow people? How do you know Kunicki? Do you know that now it's
very dangerous here in Sosnowiec, the ghetto has been liquidated and the Germans
are looking for Jews everywhere". He didn't believe my Janow story, but he didn't
think that | was Jewish. At the end he said: "I know, you worked in- Germany on a
farm, didn’t like it and escaped. But how do you know Kunicki?" | told him that I'm
from Kielce, but Kunicki was my teacher 10 years ago in Zawiercie. He said, that |
should go back to the farmer in Germany, he will accept me and forgive, there isn't
any better way for me. | agreed with him, thanked him and his mother and left them.

| decided do go to Schelper. Zawiercie and Sosnowiec belonged then to the "German
Reich", and there was no need for special permit to go from there to Germany by
train. | bought a ticket to Katowice. There I'went to a waiting room for Poles. Between
the people there | saw Irena, daughter of one of our pre-war neighbors. We both
pretended not to know each other. Meanwhile a policeman in civilian clothing entered
the waiting room and checked the documents. | didn't have any. He looked at my
ticket to Hindenburg and asked what's my age. | said "sixteen", even if | was already
seventeen. He left, | was sure that he will come back with a policeman in uniform and
arrest me, but he didn't come back. When | left the waiting room, Irena approached
me and said: "You were lucky, and you speak German, it helped you". Till today | am
thankful, that she didn't denounce me.

| arrived to Jaegersdorf (now it's called Krno, on Polish-Czech border) in the evening,
| went to the office where | hoped to find Schelper, but the office was already shut. |
went to the German officer club, asked about him, but Schelper was not there. | went
to a side street, found a place under a bridge and stayed there overnight. | had a
comb, | combed my hair but lost the money. Only some tens of reichsmarks were left.

In the morning | went again to the office. | met Schelper on the street. He was very
surprised and frightened, but didn't denounce me. He even tried to help me. His wife
arrived soon and both of them didn't find any way to help me, as | didn't have any
documents. Shelper advised me to go back to Zawiercie. He knew about the
liquidation of the ghetto, he knew that there aren't any Jews in the town, only 500 very
qualified tailors and shoemakers were left in the factory. "Go to the commandant and
ask him to take you to the factory. But don't mention, even not one word, that you
were here and talked to me." Schelper and his wife gave me food and some bread
coupons.

| went back to Zawiercie, | arrived in the evening. | understood very soon, that | can',
in any way, go to the TAZ. Coming back to Zawiercie was a big mistake. The streets
were full with soldiers and police, | heard shooting. | went to the woman in whose
wardrobe | slept one night, but she didn't open the door. "Go away! The ghetto
doesn't exist anymore, and now when they find Jews, they kill them immediately, and
together with them also the Polish people who dare hide them. Go away! | went to a
potato field and stayed there overnight. All the night | heard shooting. Early in the
morning | went back to the railway station and went to Adolf Otto in Waldenburg —
now the town is called Walbrzych

| didn't remember his exact address, but | found him. Fortunately he was still home on
vacation. He lived with his son in a very small apartment on the basement. When |
arrived, he was alone, but immediately he went out and called his son, who was about
my age. He was in a Hitlerjugend uniform, Nazi youth movement. "Horst" — said Adolf
— "this is a Jewish girl from Poland and we are going to help her". Horst just nodded.



time to time we had to take part in an "action” — all the ghetto inhabitants gathered in
one place and after a selection executed by the Gestapo, many people were
transported - no one came back.

Almost all the ghetto inhabitants worked in the TAZ buildings, where the Germans
had stores and clothing workshops for the German Air Forces. We believed — naively
— that thanks to our work we shall not be.transported to any other. place. We heard
some rumors about the destiny of Jews in other towns, about labor camps, about
Auschwitz, where something terrible happens, but we didn't know what. Also children
worked, ten hours a day. My brother Rish, age thirteen, was a carpenter.

Because | knew German and could type, | worked in the office of the plant
commandant. In our office worked also a German soldier in his late thirties, Adolf
Otto. When only Otto and we, the Jewish clerks, were in the office, he used to tell us
about his family, and how he-hates Hitler. My boss, was Walter Shelper. At the end of
August 1943 Otto and Shelper left, Otto for a short holiday and Shelper moved to a
new work in the Sudeten region. Adolf Otto knew, most probably, that a big action is
in preparation, because he gave me his home address and said that when needed, |
can come to him. But don't write it, just remember! — he said.

Some days later the news were spread, that our ghetto will be liquidated and
Zawiercie will be "Judenrein” — clean of Jews. Even before that our friends used to
visit us and persuade me to escape from the ghetto. "You look like a Polish girl, you
have Polish friends who certainly will help you, escape!". But | didn't want to leave my
brother alone in the ghetto

The ghetto was surrounded. We understood that this is the end. In the morning we
didn't go to work. Our friends tried again to. persuade me: Escape! Finally | decided to
leave the ghetto. | told my brother that we shall meet in the evening at the Christian
cemetery. | put down the yellow star from my clothing and left the ghetto. | had only
about two hundred Marks, a comb and one extra blouse, neither a document nor an
idea what to do. But there wasn't any way back. | decided to go first of all to the
church, to sit there a while and to think what to do. After some time | decided to go to
Guta Hassenruck, a friend of my parents. She was a converted Jewess, her husband
was a German. When Guta saw me she said: "You know what's going on? When they
see you here, it's our end." At the backyard she had a small chicken coop and she
told me to hide there. | sat there till the evening. At dark Guta came and told me to
follow her. "But if they get you, | don't know you and you don't know me, understood?"
| followed her, keeping distance, till we came to an apartment of a woman with a
daughter. Guta paid her, to hide me a day or two. |.-don't remember this woman's
name. Early in the morning | left the wardrobe, my hiding place, and went to my
parents friends, the family Palme family.

Mr. Palme was a school director, like my father, and their son Staszek was my age
and we met from time to time. | couldn't go to the cemetery, as | promised my brother,
and | never saw him again. Mrs. Palme gave me a medallion with a picture of Maria —
it will keep you safe, she said. She made up a story for me. | have to go to Sosnowiec
and look for Wlodzimierz Kunicki, who was my teacher at the first grade in School. |
should tell everybody that | am coming from Janow, where Ukrainians persecuted
Poles at that time. | shall not find Mr. Kunicki, she knew that he left Sosnowiec, and
then | have to look for some teachers, asking for help, and finally go to the German
Work Office, tell them the same story and ask to be sent to Germany for work. |
stayed overnight. Meanwhile the liquidation of the ghetto was going on, and the
Germans started to look for Jews hiding in the Polish quarters.

In order to avoid the risk of being recognized, Staszek went to the railway station and
bought a ticket to Sosnowiec for me. | went to Sosnowiec and started to look after
Kunicki. He left the town, but his wife's family lived there. People showed me to them.



alarmed or start asking questions again. The children, too, were looking around sad-
eyed. Quite soon they were all undressed. Husbands and wives embraced, caressing
their children and trying to comfort each other. Disappointed with a world that had
turned its back on them, they used their last few minutes to search their souls and
think about their lives which, however wretched they might have been, still seemed
more desirable than the death which now awaited them.

Suddenly from among the crowd a loud voice could be heard: an emaciated little man
had begun to recite the Viddui. First he bent forward, then he lifted his head and his
arms heavenward and after every sentence, spoken loud and clear, he struck his
chest with his fist. Hebrew words echoed round the yard: 'bagdti, gazalti, dibarti,
heeveti, vehirshati, zadlti, [...] maradti [The meanings of those Hebrew words are omitted,
as they were incorrect in the original text ]. 'My God, before ever | was created | signified
nothing, and now that | am created | am as if | had not been created. | am dust in life,
and how much more so in death. | will praise you everlastingly, Lord, God everlasting,
Amen! Amen!' The crowd of 2,000 repeated every word, even though perhaps not all
of them understood the meaning of this Old Testament confession. Up to that
moment, most of them had managed to control themselves. But now almost everyone
was weeping. There were heart-rending scenes among members of families. But their
tears were not tears of despair. These people were in a state of deep religious
emotion. They have put themselves in God's hands. Strangely enough the SS men
present did not intervene, but let the people be.

Meanwhile, Oberscharfuhrer Voss stood nearby with his cronies, impatiently
consulting his watch. The prayers had reached a climax: the crowd was reciting the
prayer for the dead which traditionally is said only by surviving relatives for a member
of the family who has died. But since after their death there would be nobody left to
say the Kaddish for them, they, the doomed, recited it while they were still alive. And
then they walked into the gas chamber.

Brought by: Ronnen Harran
Escaping the Ghetto
By Hedva Gil — Alfreda Lejzerowicz :

On a spring day in March 1942 a friend
came to us, running and shouting: Quick,
go to the public bath! Your parents are
coming! My brother and me ran quickly to
the bath building. On the doorstep we met
our parents escorted by a German
policeman. Some days before they had
been arrested by the Gestapo, accused of
purchasing stolen potatoes. .All our efforts
to release them didn't help. And so on this
day my parents have been escorted to the
public bath in the ghetto before their
departure to the jail in Myslowice. We
hugged each other, and our mother said,
as for farewell: Rish — this was my brother's
name, short of Richard — Rish, take care of
her. Rish was then 13, and me — almost 17.
And this was our last meeting with our
parents. My brother and me went back to
our home in the ghetto. Lliving conditions
were not the worst thing in the ghetto. From

Rish and Alfreda Lejzerowicz,1930/31




August 1943 — The Last Moments of the Jews of Sosnowiec'& Bedzin

The Ghettos of Sosnowiec and Bedzin were liquidated at the beginning of August
1943, and nearly all of their inhabitants were deported to their death in Auschwitz. We
know nothing of the whereabouts of most of them — those who were selected directly
to the gas-chambers. However, a unique eye-witness.account that describes the last
moments of the Jews from Sosnowiec and Bedzin who arrived at Auschwitz in the
first transport of August 1943, appears in a book of Filip Muller, a member of the
Sonderkommando, who witnessed the arrival of the doomed from a window on the 2™
floor of crematorium number 5 in Birkenau. His account follows:’

The silence was broken by the barking of dogs and the brisk commands of their
guards. Perpetrators were under way for a fresh series of mass murders. Before long
we could hear SS men shouting orders. Then came the sound of desperate wailing
and lamenting. When | looked out of the window | saw in the gray dawn thousands of
people running along the dusty road to the crematorium. On either side SS men
struck at them with whips and sticks, kicking them and shouting incessantly: ‘Come
on, come on, faster, faster!". The column running the gauntlet was several hundred
meters long. They ran as fast as they could, but many could not keep up the pace. It
was above all the elderly who were left behind. Their sweaty bodies were clad in rags
on which the yellow Star of David was sewn. The excited dogs tore not only the
people's cloths but snapped at their limbs. Fathers and mothers carrying small
children were worst off: they were running for their very lives. Anything encumbering
them was dropped on the way, even their last precious piece of bread. Mothers with
small children in their arms tried to keep up with their husbands, for they could see
what happened to the ones who became winded. Anyone who fell and lay face down
in the dust never got up alive.

Presently about 2,000 people were assembled in the crematorium yard. Once they
had their breath back, their main concern was for their children. However, before very
long they began to realize that what they have gone through was nothing to what
awaited them. Facing them was the red-brick building with its two forbidding chimneys
belching forth the smoke and the fumes of the fires of hell. They were surrounded by
an armed gang of SS men, determined to suppress the least resistance with brutal
force. The people were seized by fear and helplessness. Even the children fell silent
and no longer asked questions.

Accompanied by his underlings Gorges and Kurschuss, Oberscharfuhrer [Platoon
sergeant] Voss stepped before the crowd and shouted on top of his voice: 'Now listen
carefully, you Jews, to what | have to say. In your own interest, | repeat, in your own
best interest, | ask you to get undressed as quickly as possible and to put your
clothes on the ground by your side.' This unusually terse speech demonstrated one
thing: the SS were in no doubt that the people facing them knew exactly what was to
befall them. That was why they saved themselves the trouble of talking about the
necessity for showers and disinfection and the whole play-acting performance. A few
strict commands, which said what was required, sufficed.

Standing apart was a group of SS leaders who were obviously watching whether
today's method of making short work of the wretched victims would prove feasible.
Even Obersturmfuhrer [First Lieutenant] Hossler whom, for obvious reasons, we used
to call 'Moishe Liar' stood apart and was not called upon to play his usual role. The
effect of the Oberscharfuhrer's request on the people was the same as if they had
been told that their lives were finally forfeited. At first sight it seemed that they were
resigned to their fate. They began to undress, undressing also their children, and it
was as though with every garment they were discarding a little of their lives, those
lives which for most of them had, in any case, consisted of nothing but want and
privation. Many were fighting back their tears, afraid that their children might be

T Filip Miiller, Auschwitz Inferno, Routledge & Kegan Paul (London, 1979), p. 69-71.



Dear friends and fellow Zagtebians,

This year, our traditional Hannuka Ball was held at ZOA House in Tel Aviv. The Ball
is one of six of our annual get-togethers, which include:

e Holocaust Day memorial service at our memorial in Modiin.

e Yartzeit is held by the Memorial of Zagtebian Jews at the Nahalat Yitzhak
cemetery on 9 Av, as this is the date, in early August 1943, that the final
destruction of the Srodula and Kamionka ghettos began.

e Toast and Rosh Hashana gathering, to share updates and wishes for the new

. year. : .

e Toast and Pessach gathering, to share updates and holiday wishes.

e Hannuka Ball.

e Tu BeShvat tree planting at the Forest of Zagtebian Martyrs, where our
memorial is located. Children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren join us in
the activities.

The Zagtebian Hannuka Ball is a longstanding tradition. | received my first invitation
to the Ball from Asher Fishel, of Blessed Memory, of Czeladz, who immigrated to
Israel before WWILI. | think, the year was 1954, and the Ball was held at the Nordau
Plaza Hotel, with hundreds of Zagtebians in attendance, Vatikim and newcomers who
came to Israel after the war. Since then we have held the Ball in different venues. For
15 years, it was held at Recital Halls, but now we are looking for another permanent
arrangement, where we will be able to continue this wonderful 60-year tradition of
Hannuka gaiety.

Abraham Green - Chairman of the Zagtebie World Organizatio

Moniek Stawski, of Blessed Memory
Moniek Stawski recently passed away in Zurich, Switzerland, at the age of 87.

| knew Moniek since childhood. We are both from Czeladz, where all the Jews
knew one another. During the war, Moniek was in several labor camps and
concentration camps: He remained in Europe after the war and built up a
successful business. He visited Israel frequently.

In 1987, Moniek travelled to Czeladz, and set out to visit his mother’s grave in the
Jewish cemetery. He found the cemetery wide open, with no fence, many of the
tombstones were broken, and the site was in general neglect. He decided to
restore the cemetery. He assumed the initiative and the funding of the project by
himself. A gated fence was constructed around the cemetery, the tombstones
were renovated and restored, and the bones and skeletons were collected and
buried in mass graves. Moniek called me to let me know about the project and its
scheduled conclusion. In the summer of 1988, after all the work was done, |
traveled to Zagtebie with the first delegation from Israel, a group of 144, including
members of the second and third generation. After Auschwitz, we traveled to
Zagtebie and visited the renovated cemetery. We held a very emotional ceremony
at the site of the mass grave, attended by the mayors of Czeladz and Bedzin. Since
Zagtebie has many coal mines, | began the ceremony with Psalms 130 “Out of the
depths have | cried unto Thee...” Everyone recited Kadish and Moniek Stawski
placed a wreath on behalf of our organization on the mass grave. Since then,
delegations of Zagtebians have always begun their tours of the area with a visit to
the mass grave in this cemetery.

Moniek also assumed responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of the cemetery,
and promised to take care of the maintenance after his death as well. He was, for
this, decorated by the mayor of Czeladz. Today, the cemetery is one of the best-
maintained Jewish cemeteries in all of Poland.

Moniek was an extremely generous, regular contributor to our organization.
May his memory be for blessing.
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Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration
Valley in the Modiin Memorial Site, there are still
places left for personal commemorations of
family members that were killed in the holocaust.
One engraved line of commemoration in black
marble cost 150$. Those who wish to
commemorate their beloved ones can contact:
jshimshon@gmail.com.
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