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On the left: Third Generation at the Memorial site in Modiin - 2001
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Fund raising for Jewish Cemeteries
Preservation in the Zaglembie Area

The Organization is intensely involved in
promoting the restoration of Jewish
cemeteries in Zaglembie, in close cooperation
with the local Jewish community and Zaglembie
cities mayors, to ensure the maintenance of
these sites for the benefit of the future.
The restoration works require extensive
resources. We appeal to you Zaglembians to
take part in this worthy cause.

Donations may be send to the Organization Treasurer - Mr. Zvi
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Sosnowiec celebrates 100 years
The year 2002 has been declared by the municipality of
Sosanowiec as the 100 year anniversary of the city, that has
received municipal rights in the year 1902.
The city council has invited former citizens of Sosnowiec to
participate in these events.
Zaglembie World Organization in Israel is considering to organize a

k_ Landau, POB 4120, Bat-Yam 59395, Israel visit to Poland which will include the Zaglembie region and

7 - participating in some of the events in Sosnowiec.
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Opowiedziata mi Krystyna: " Z tlumu mlodych na rampie w
Auschwitz przebiegtam do grupy starszych kobiet i dzieci.
Stalam przy mamie, ale mama mnie nagle zaczgta pchaé. Nie
cheiatam sig od niej ruszy¢, ale mnie bila po plecach i pchata i
bifa po plecach, zebym od niej odeszla. No i zyje..."
Opowiedziata mi Hadasa: "Méj chlopezyk byt obrzezany,
pochodzg z bar- dzo poboznej rodziny. Statam w lesie, byta
straszna burza. Juz nie wie- dzialam udzie i$¢ i modlitam sie do
Boga, zeby piorun w nas strzelil, we mnie i w dziecko.... No i
w koficu mnie ztapali i zaprowadzili na posteru- nek
niemieckiej policji. Upartam sig, ze jestem Polka, Dziecka nie
kazali mi odwina¢ z pieluchy. Sprowadzili ksiedza, zeby mnie
przestuchal, czy znam katolickie pacierze. Spojrzatam na
ksigdza i nie spuszczajac z niego wzro- ku zaczetam: "Litwo,
Ojezyzno moja, ty jestes jak zdrowie" ...i tak dalej. Po
"Inwokacji do Pana Tadeusza" ksiqdz zapewnit Niemcéw, ze
pigknie si¢ modle i jest wzruszony moja litanig do Matki
Boskiej." Nie pamietam nazwy tej wsi i nie wiem, jak sie
nazywat tamten polski ksiadz."

Chana
Ma dlugie dobre zycie
Hoduje wnuki, dzieci i psy
Gotuje przysmaki
Smazy konfitury
Godci przyjaciél
Lubi glodny $miech
I sprosne zarty.
Ale zawsze
w kazdej chwili
szumi jej w mézgu
to zdanie, ktére
powiedziala
Matka zanim
wypchnela jg na szyny:
"Jesli przezyjesz
opowiedz ludziom
ze byly takie czasy
kiedy matki
wolaly zeby ich
dzieci nie zyly..." (Irit Amiel)
Zaglada i powstanie
""Pewnego dnia bunkier zostal nagle zaatakowany przez
Niemcéw. Wiedzeli, ze kryli sig tu zydowscy bojowcy,
oblegli wigc bunkier wolajgc: Raus!
Sytuacja byla rozpaczliwa. Henoch Gutman nie stracil
zimnej krwi. Kazal Deborze Baran z naszej organizacji,
wyrézniajgej si¢ oddaniem sprawie i uroda, aby pierwsza
do nich wyszla. Przypuszczal, ze Niemcy nie beda do niej
strzelali. Rzeczywiscie, gdy wyszla spod ziemi, Niemcy
oslupieli na widok jej urody i odwagi. Ona za$
wykorzystala ich zaskoczenie, rzucila granat i zmusila ich
do wycofania sig. Tych kilka chwil wykorzystali bojowcy,
wy- biegli z bunkra, zajeli pozycje w pobliskich ruinach i
obsypali Niemcéw gradem kul." (Cywia Lubetkin: przeki.
Maria Krych)
Opowiedziat mi Stasiek, ktory byl partyzantem w Gwardii
Ludowe;:

"Wiesz, pewnego dnia w lesie nadszed| rozkaz, ze kazdy
partyzant musi odda¢ swojj bron, bo dostalismy jednolita
brofi z dowddztwa. Kazdy lesny

chlopak ze lzami w oczach skladal na polanie swoj
rewolwer, karabiny, to

bylo tragiczne przezycie, kazdy zdobyl sobie te swoja
bron w walce, no, ale rozkaz w wojsku to rozkaz. Juz na
samym koncu zblizyla sie do tego stosu broni nasza
pomocnica kucharki, stara kobieta, Zydéwkn, ktéra nam
si¢ przyblakala do oddzialu i tak zostala z nami w lesie.
Ze lzami w oczach wyciggnela ze swoich chustek

pistolet - cudo, blyszczacy, $wietnie konserwowany.
Ostupielismy. Kto$ zasalutowal. | nigdy, do konca ta
stara kobieta nie zdradzila nam, jak zdobyla te bron. Na
wszystkie nalegania odpowiadala tylko uémiechem,"

Moje drogi

Nie mam ochoty ptaka do wedrowan

i nie daleko biegng szlaki moje,

wlasciwosé drzewa sobic przyswoilam

I weigz, juk ono, obok drogi stoje.

I nie w odleglych sferach moje gwinzdy,

mnie dal przestwordw weale nie ol§niewa,

€0 jeszcze nie jest, z pewnoscig nastypi

i to podobnym mnie czyni do drzewa.
(R.Basman; przekt. Z.Szeps)

’ X X X
Okruchami chleba swego powszedniego
smutna moja matka karmi lesne ptaki
i nie wiedzg wilgi, sikory i szpaki
ze mama jest takze wedrujiycym ptakiem
gniazda uwijane gniazda budowane
wzdluz drogi - jak ziarna - zostawia rozsiane
we Lwowie, w Warszuawie i nad oceanem
kazde innym wiatrem stricone, rozwiane
jedzcie, jedzcie drozdy
z reki mojej mamy (Anna Fraglich)

X X X

Ulozylam Jerozolime u mego wezglowia
I zasnglam po wielu bezsennych nocach.
Z trudem dotarl do mnie alarm syreny
Z odleglego domu.

Dzien dobry. To wojna. Za oknem deszcz.
A teraz, gdy jestem blisko, w odleglosci
krzyku

Chce zawiadomié ze wieczor

Ktéry zostal w zeszlym roku odwolany
Z powodu zaloby

Odbedzie sie. [ wybacz

Za dlugg zwloke. _

Nie wiem co potem znajdzie si¢

W opowiadaniu, ktére powstanie

I nie znam zakonczenia

Tak czy inaczej wojna to tez okazja

By przekazaé wam pozdrowicnia

I Zyczy¢ "Do milego"
(Ja'ara Ben-David, przekl. Sz. Raczynska)

Izraclskie dziewczeta
kocham izraelskie ‘dziewczeta
wszystkie izraelskie dziewczeta
i te ktére za murami gwinzdy
nosily zamiast korali
i te ktére karmily si¢ nicbem
zamiast powszednim cieplym chlebem
i te ktére marzyly o wolnosci
zamiast o pierwszej dziewczecej mitosci
i te ktére zamiast rumienié sig zalotnie
plonely Zzywcem jak rzymskie pochodnie
iteitamte
i tamte i te (Tomasz Radziszewski)

Tak dobrze bylo bawi¢ sig w ogrodzie,
Bylam mala i nieznos$na dosyé,
I za nic nie cheialam jesé obiadu,
Chyba ze mnie bardzo bedg o to prosié.
Potem bylam pierwszs uczennicy,
Przemawialam na szkolnym wieczorze,
Potem Dbyla milosé i my§lalam,
Ze juz lepiej w zyciu by¢ nie moze.
Teraz jestem juz zupelnie stara,
Bialowlosa pochylona dama.
I mnie samej dziwne sie wydaje,
Ze przeciez weigz jestem
Ta sama. (Lucja Gliksman)
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Wszystkie Chawy - Wszystkie Ewy

(we fragmentach poezjii prozy)

Anna Cwiakowska - opracowanie

Jest ich petno w Biblii. Kobiet pigknych i dzielnych i madrych.

O tych mniej pigknych, czy mniej odwaznych, lub mniej
madrych kronikarze nie zostawili $wiadectwa. Ale o tych
wspaniatych mamy przekazy biblijne. Kobicty Hebrajczykow,
oraz innych ludéw, ktére do Hebrajczykow przystaly.

Uwiecznita je dla historii i tradycji nie tylko Biblia, lecz réwniez

wielcy artysci - malarze, kompozytorzy i poeci - mistrzowie
mnogich form, od eposu, po satyre nawet. Oto kilka
fragmentarycznych przyk- tadow:

Ewa jablko przynosi Adamowi
Co robilas w alei jablkowej,

Ewo, moja pociecho?
- Ja tam z wezem gawedzilam,
O cnotach i grzechu.
(Icyk Manger; przekt. Zew Szeps)
Ruth
A tak byle! Pan wzruszony
Jej mlodoscia, wiarg staly
W Ruth cnotliwej szukal zony,
Przez nig dom swéj okryl chwaly:
Zez Obeda, jego syna,
Dawidowa szla rodzina. (S.Witwicki 1802-1842)
Abigail
Teraz jest wolna, teraz pragnie
Dawida swego mocnych ramion
On w grocie mrocznej sie ukrywa
I czeka na nig, na nig, na niz.
(Icyk Manger; przekl. Jerzy Ficowski)
Sulamitka
Ty jestes Sulamit, ptak przeploszony
z winnicy. Serce kwitngce na pinskach
Dzien twe policzki przyciemnil, 1 w nocy
dojrzala kibié i piersi, i oczy:
slodycz owija wszystko w twym ogrodzie.
(J. Fichman: przekt. A Ziemny).

No 1 z nich wszystkich, biblijnych panienel i pan jesteSmy my -

Zydowki, zydowskie kobiety. Od pramatki Ewy, po moja
prababke (na tyle siega wstecz rodzinna sava.) Prubabka
miafa imig¢ po pierwszej kobiecie: Chawai byla wigjska
akuszerka na Modrzejowie.
Jedna z babé, matke mojego ojca, babcie Roze pamigiam.
Chodzita w dlugiej, czarnej spédnicy i ciasno zapigtej po szyje
bluzce 1 dawata mi male, czerwone jabluszka. Chyba nosita
rowniez peruke, bo byla nabozna, ale ja bylam za mata, zeby
na to zwrocié uwage.

Moja babcia byla to kobieta cnotliwa,

Mistrz plodnosci - dziecko z kazdy wiosng...

Lekko, bez bélu, tak jak kury jaja niosg,

Tak ona bliZnigta po bliznietach niosla.

Kiedy jej macierzynskie zamknelo si¢ lono,

Biednych obdarowala babcia pieluchami,

Moja babunia dobrze wypelnila swoje,

Szla po domu jak kaczka migdzy kurczetami.

(M. Kulbak; przekt. A Kamienska)

Caorkami naszych babé byty nasze matki.
Soir de Paris _

Moja pachngca paryskim wieczorem matka
pozostawila na Swiecie szary smuge dymu,
plik pozélklych listdw zydowskiej
dziewczyny, u progu szczescia i nieszczescia,
i moje stare, zylaste dlonie muskajjce
o szarej godzinie glowy jej szesciu
izraelskich prawnukéw. (Irit \miel)
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Moja matka

Ty, matko, nigdy si¢ nie Siiejesz
I musisz wstawad, gdy tylko zadnieje
I rece masz popekane,
Zaczerwienione, poodmrazane,
Krzywa, wyboisty uliczky, pelng ptasiego
krzyku,
Schodzisz do korzennego sklepiku;
Idziesz powoli, powoli z kobialky w reku
I tylko wiatr, i tylko wiatr
Bawi sig¢ twojg szarg, latang sukienk:).
(M.Szymel; przekl. Sz. Raczyiska)

Wieczorna modlitwa mojej matki
Uzycz Twego $wiatla, Panie, tylko dniowi
a ciemno$ci przeznacz jedynic dla nocy
i niech moja suknia - ubogi stroj wdowi -
spokojnie spoczywa na stoleczku, w nocy.

Uchron od przerazen ptaki mlode
na wysokich drzewach w mrocznym borze,
nie pozwal wystapic z brzegéw wodom,
co dziko sig pieniy o wicczorze.
Strzez i mnie od gromoéw i od wéd
zdradliwych,
ogien niechaj memu nie grozi dachowi
i niech moja suknia - ubogi stréj wdowi -
w nocy, na stoleczku spokojnie spoczywa.
(N.Bomze: przekl.Z.Szeps)

1 po niedtugim czasie nasze matki byly na wojnie, na wielkiej
wojnie...

Moja matka
W snach matka przychodzi i méwié zaczyna:
Za jakie to winy. Za jakie to winy
Czy ja zashuzylam na koniec tak srogi
Czy ja zasluzylam na taki kres drogi,
By dziecko nie moglo mych koéci odnalezé
I zeby na ziemi nie nakryl mnie kamien,
Azebym sie w prochu i w pyle rozwiala
I wiatréw szalonych zdobyczg zostala,
I $mieré mnie zastala nie posréd rodziny.
Za jakie to winy. Za jakie to winy.
(B.Heler; przekl. J. Zagérski)
Tren
Chce wiedzieé jak czlowiek umiera
gdy gaz zaczyna go dlawié
gdy czepia si¢ muru golego
gdy ryje wen paznokciami
jak wspina sie on do wlazu
tratujgc tych co na drodze
po tyk powietrza bez gazu
gdy oczy z orbit wychodzy
gdy na wpoél juz zamroczony
lecz §wiadom doostatka
az - zyly pekajq na skroni
ta k umierala Matka (Jael Shalit)
Matka
Jest na todzkim cmentarzu,
Na cmentarzu zydowskim,
Grob polskiej mojej matki,
Mojej matki zydowskiej

Zastrzelil ja faszysta,

Kiedy myslala o mnie,

Zastrzelil jq faszysta,

Kiedy tesknila do mnie. (Juhan Tuwim)



Information

A New Exhibition at the Museum of
Auschwitz - Birkenau

The state museum of Auschwitz - Birkenau in Oswiecim has
inaugurated a new exhibition that has newly arranged interiors of
the main bath building in the area of the former camp, so called
Central Sauna. In addition a new exhibition of photographs that
belonged to Jews from Poland (most of them of Zaglembie) was
put. The photos were found in the area of the camp after the
liberation.

The festive ceremony - in the presence of the Polish culture
minister, the Israeli ambassador, the Museum management and
staff, historians, Holocaust survivors and many guests - took place
on April 2, 2001 in the former camp Birkenau at 12.00 p.m.

The idea of using the interior of “Central Sauna” building for
exhibition purposes comprises two essential tasks, which differ in
point of arrangement but have the same influence on the visitors.
The first task is description of historical function of the building in
which since 1943 the procedure of introducing and registering
newly arrived prisoners of different nationalities, mainly Jews and
Poles, was conducted. Original interior of the building along with
preserved rooms, original inscriptions and disinfecting facility allow
to imagine the process of depriving a man of his personal identity
and transforming him into a prisoner of a Nazi concentration camp.
The second task of the exhibition is an attempt of awaking visitors
to a deeper reflection by means of pre-war photographs, which
show the world of European Jews shortly before the extermination.
The photos show scenes of everyday and family life similar to those
that can be found in any family albums. There is, however, one
essential difference - those people shown in the photographs are
representatives of the world that became exterminated as a resuit

of the Holocaust. They symbolize community sentenced to
complete extermination. Faces and situations fixed in films wake
empathy in us, because we realize that they were people who had
similar problems and delights to those we have everyday. We
remember them not only in terms of genocide and dehumanization
that underwent a prisoner of a concentration camp, but also in a
personal view.

The Museum has recently published an album that includes the
entire photo collection.

Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial Site, there are still places left for personal
commemorations of family members that were killed in the
Holocaust. One engraved line of commemoration in black marble
costs 150$. Those who wish to commemorate their beloved ones
can contact the organization.

Congratulations! A
Mazal Tov to our brothers and sisters in Toronto!
The Zaglembier Society in Toronto has celebrated its 50"
anniversary on Sunday, June 10, 2001.
We wish you many more active and fruitful years!

A
Congratulations! ",
Mazal Tov to our sister, Jenny Eisenstien
for receiving on May 2001 a recognition by the Canadian Society
for Yad Vashem. This recognition is given to a holocaust survivor
who have contributed to the betterment of life in Ontario.
We wish you good health and many more active and fruitful year:si;

The Jewish Community in Katowice

By Bozena Wawrzyniak
Today, 9 Jewish communitias are still active in Poland. One of the
active among them is the community in Katowice which is
comprised of the regions of Katowice, Czestochowa and Kielce;
Zaglembie is part of the Katowice region.
For some years, the chairman of the community is Mr. Felix Lipman
who also serves as the vice president of 2ll Jewish communities in
Poland. '
The community operates 3 offices, in Katowice Gliwice and Bytom.
In Katowice they run a Kosher restaurant that serves members of
the community.
On Shabat and Jewish holidays prayers are conducted in the
synagogue next to the community office in Katowice

In 1997 the Polish parliament confirmed that former community
property can be returned in places that an active community exists.
That decision started a process of regaining Jewish property. The
process is long and tiresome since it requires documents and proof
of ownership that are some times hard to get. The Polish
Parliament had determined a dead line by which claims of property
can be submitted (no dead-line for claiming Jewish cemeteries).
That started a race against time since many documents were
destroyed or lost.

Since the Jewish communities in Poland are not subsidized by the
Polish government, they have to take care of themselves. Selling
property enable them to keep a community, help their members
and allocate money for restoring and maintaining the cemeteries.

A good example is the Jewish cemetery in Sosnowiec (by
Gospudarska). In that cemetery many grave stones were broken
and today it consist of only 300 stones. After a joined effort of the
Zaglembie Organization and the Jewish community in Katowice it
has been restored.

It should be noted that thanks to the good contacts between the
community in Katowice and the Zaglembie Worid Organization it
has been agreed to continue with the restoration project of all
Jewish cemeteries in Zaglembie.

Bozena Wawrzyniak is the office manger of the community in Katowice

Pampa neTiern aoepon
PRITTIN 11'T1] 8N

N2NPN NN 1M MDD PA.DDPTIN M9NP 9 P91 m»ys , 01D
NINMLDIY MHNBD DX D) PVP HNRY qONI NSHPN PVPIY
NP20P 1IN 5102 PANLIT NN NS

7P 03 03 1IN YRD DPITA N WN APNPN 1Y 0NV 19010 Min
221923 MSNPD T

P 102 .00 Y1750 ,010P2 DTN 3 YYD NP Mona
MNIVI .NNPN AN DN NYHWHDN T 1TY0N DT Sy nYyemn
X202 APAPN TIVN THY NDIIN 132 MPAN MW 0NN

ININ YIDIN NIAVN NN 290 7OMOMN IWON IWND L1997 VD NN
NN L,P291 0PI MDMPN MPNPY (aYwh) nymimn m>»npn Hv
NOVZNN .DMINDDY MYYI MNDN PION VIdD) TN PO Swea
PV D0 T 0D NN MYIAND IVanD 910 Ty Sy rovorn
DMMIR M) MPNPY DMWOND PRY IN 1TIN ,TRVN D30 Donon

AOMTIPN MI2PN 1A DY MYYA Nyean 1Y 12T N3N PR

NNTI WPDY 1210 NOWHRN > YY MOnm PIR NPT M>NEm NN
P TPYIND Y02 DPRNY APNIPY MvaNn DYDI TN sy
T3P0 N2 RPRNM IS 0903 nnonb

PIANDIVL IMIPN 722 MPYAN INNB 1I9NPN MPYAY A0 NONT
AW MMIpn 1 .MAXn 300 Y 3 ¥ 0YoY NpuITeD) 1IM2
WTPN N2PNPM 72098 RSP NIN Y qmwn NDNP2 [ TININNY

p1opa

PANDIT INEY NI P DRI DY0N OOMY MMTINY PIND NI
D3 NPNNNN MW DNDWN TWHn Y 00 Y110pa N> npn Pas
2702 OPNIPN NMIAPN SN INY3

2I0PI NIMPN ITIVA DR NN PRI 20

Ve s m om o P& mom o= woaes g
R i e ﬂ..njl.nl 1ae v B2OR
n"y9 eE |
ars et
neo wu

e
0
L1

10 'ny



Holocaust Memorial Day

“The Jewish Mother” - Yom Hashoa Memorial Service - April 19, 2001

As every year, a ceremony was held at the Memorial Site in Modiin,
the topic of which was “The Jewish Mother’. Thousands came to
Yad Hazikaron - four generations of Zaglembians, ministers,
Knesset members, public figures, senior police officials, soldiers
and many guests including youths.

A short military ceremony conducted by a squad of soldiers from a
nearby IDF base was followed by the traditional lit of the torches.
The prayers were chanted by cantor Arieh Brown, former chief IDF
cantor, who conducted the religious part of the memorial service.
Yizkor was said by lizhak Greengrass and Kadish by Abraham
Pe'er.

The following persons spoke at the ceremony: Mr. Matan Vilnai -
minister of science and sports, Rabbi Haim Zonenfeld - Ramat-Aviv
Rabbi, Mr. Moshe Shechter - mayor of Modiin and Mr. Abraham
Green - chairman of Zaglembie World Organization.

The lsraeli singer, Aviva Hed, and the young choir of Modiin
conducted by llan Briteman provided the artistic program.

First, second and third generation of Zaglembian Jews participated
in recitations of poetry and prose. The ceremony was conducted by
Varda Greenberg (Tobiash) and Shelomi Karib (Krawinski) both
second generation of Zaglembie.

Kot sy it
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Holocaust Memorial Day at Yad Hazikaron in Madiin - 2001

From the Speech given by Abraham Green, Chairman of
Zaglembie Organization at the Holocaust Memorial Service

Today, the Holocaust Memorial Day, the people of Israel remember
the victims of the Holocaust, among them are our grandparents,
our parents and our brothers and sisters. Fifty-six years have
passed since the end of the war and atrocities imposed on the
Jews are still being discovered, not only those performed by the
Germans, but by individuals and groups in occupied Europe :
Poland, Ukraine and Lithuania. We should note the bravery and
courage of these individuals who reveal the facts.

Last year, Mrs. Shampan read us the letter of her sister to her

Polish neighbor, in which she requested to hide and protect her.

son. The letter addressed the child and reminded him to wear his
pajamas on the cold winter nights. Ultimately, the mother and her
son were both murdered in Auschwitz. When this letter from Genia
Klappish was read to the Pope in polish at his visit to Yad Vashem,
the Pope shed tears.

This year, the ceremony focuses on the Jewish mother, this mother
who always saw the protection of her children as her most
important concern.

Three thousands years ago, at the famous trial, King Solomon
proved that the Jewish mother is willing to give her child to another
woman in order to keep him alive. The King found it fitting to end
his book of proverbs “Mishle Shelomo” with a song of praise for the
Jewish wife and mother, whom he called “Woman of Worth". This

woman of worth always ready to protect her home and children,
throughout two thousands years of exile, persecution, inquisition,
pogroms and decrees.

In the harshest times for the Jewish people, during the Holocaust,
many mothers could have saved themseives by leaving their
children - but the Jewish mother took her children in her arms and
strode directly into the gas chambers. Emanuel Ringelblum, the
historian who was in Warsaw Ghetto, wrote in June 1942 in his
diary :"The historian of the future will have to devote an appropriate
page to the Jewish woman in the Holocaust. It will be an important
testimony of courage and resolve.”

Today we have a state which will shortly celebrate 53 years of
statehood and we have a glorious army which defends us. The
army is comprised of the best of our sons, of which we - and the
Jewish mother - can be proud of. Still, the concerns for her sons
has not ended.

The Jewish mother is indeed worthy of the song of praise which
starts: “Who can find a woman of worth? For her praise is far
above rubies...”, and ends: "Her children rise up, and called her
blessed; her husband also... and let her deeds praise her in the
gates.” (Mishle / Proverbs 31, 10-31)
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Mr. Tomasz Kaczmarczyk a former resident of Sosnowiec, is
collecting items connected with former Jewish sport clubs in our
region. He is interested in exchanging of or buying such items or

just a contact with persons with the same hobby.
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Tomasz Kaczmarezyk 3060 Talon Circle, Lake Orion, MI 48360,
USA Ph: 248 393 0776
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September, 2001
Wishing you a Wonderful Year
Filled with health, and inner peace!

Zaglembie World Organization
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