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"Zapinajac kolczyki"

W 6 numerze naszej gazety z kwietnia 2000 zamiescili$my

artykut p. Wita Gruszki o Zydach w Czeladzi. Tytut publikacii:

Holocaust.

Corka czeladzianina, Wita Gruszki, Barbara Gruszka-Zych
Jest poetka. Ukazat sig piaty zbior jej wierszy, p.t. "Zapinajac
kolezyki". Autorka swoja najnowsza ksiazke zadedykowata:
"Moim Rodzicom".

Z tego pigknie wydanego zbioru wybralismy:

7'My

X X X
méj tata mégl wreszcie
porozmawia¢ z profesorem
teologii Uniwersytetu w Louvain
o sadzie ostatecznym

na pytanie jakim w niebie

bedziemy moéwili jezykiem

profesor znajacy ich osiem - x X
odpowiedzial ze polskim HAma

a niebo to wszystko myje okna

przeciera przechodniom plaszcze
nawet nie wiedza
ze oddali sig¢ do czyszczenia

co na ziemi niedopowiedziane
1 zamilkl

a tata zbierajacy dowody

na istnienie Boga zdziwil sie
ze nie dostanie ani jednego
dokumentu wigcej

do swojej wiazanej teczki
ktéra opuscita dwa
plocienne wasy tasiemek
przestajac wierzy¢ w sens
przechowywania tajemnicy
za papierowymi $cianami




Sporadycznie okazywali si¢ rowniez wiascicielami, lub
wspotwiascicielaminiektorychprzedsigbiorstwgorniczych, ale
pod podstawionymi polskimi nazwiskami.

Oficjalnie, dopiero w roku 1928 istniejaca w Dabrowie
Gornicze] kopalnia "Stanistaw" , usytuowana w sasiedztwie
katolickiego cmentarza (przy ul. 11 Listo- pada), byla
dzierzawiona kolejno przez Maurycego, p6zniej Ignacego
Mejtlisa. To byli przedstawiciele jednego znajstarszych rodow
zydowskich w Bedzinte.

- Nalezy wspomnieé, ze Mejtlisowie do 1938 roku dzierzawili
jeszcze niewielka kopalnie wegla kamiennego "Viktoria" w
Gotonogu (dzi$ dzielnica w Dabrowie Gorniczej).

Wiadomym jest, ze przez jaki§ czas kopalnia "Flora"
(wezesniej noszaca nazwe Maciej) takze byla wiasnoscig
Zydow: Bernarda Holenderskiego 1 Nachmana Guttmana.
Nalezy tu wspomnieé, ze wroku 1903 kopalnia "Flora" wnosita
kapitat 4, 4 min. zt. Inna kopalnia, "Lech", czynna w latach
1919-1924 , w pewnym okresie takze byla dzierzawiona przez
kupca zydowskiego, Maurycego Sercarza, ktory przejat ja od
dra Adama Piwowara (w latach 1917-1923 prezydenta
miasta). Dzierzawca jeszcze innej kopalni o nazwie "Matylda"
byt Henryk Rechnic. Kolejna kopalnia, noszaca imig
"Malgorzata", eksploatowana w latach 1922-1936, stanowita
wspotwiasnosé zydowskich kupcow: Wolfa Erlicha 1 Lajby
Locmy Stawskiego.

W roku 1920 na terenie Dabrowy Goérniczej bracia J. i S.
Kleinowie zalozyliFabryke WyrobéwzDrutu (pdzniej Zaklady
Wyrobéw Metalowych), zatrudniajaca 300 robotnikdw,
dysponujaca w roku 1938 kapitatem 1,5 min. zi.

Takze znaczacy kapitat, wynoszacy 15 mlin. ztotych wnosily
Zjednoczone Fabryki Maszyn Kottow 1 Wagonoéw L
Zieleniewski 1 Fitzner - Gamper.

Dziatajac okazjonalnie wokét przemystu gérniczego, Zydzi
dominowali w handlu i ustugach jako obrotni kupcy. W roku
1921 ten dziat gospodarki miejskiej byt w znacznym stopniu
(49%) opanowany przez Zydow. Najwiecej, bo 198 osob
zajmowalo sig prowadzeniem sklepow spozywczych.
Galanteria handlowato 48 kupcow, a branza metalows 23.
Sposérod 70 czynnych restauracji, kawiarni 1 cukierni, 10
nalezato do witascicieli zydowskich. Zydzi nie zajmowali sie
prowadzeniem komiséw i domdw handlowych. '
Konkurencja handlowa powodowata, ze na tym tle czesto
odzywaly nastroje antysemickie. Powstaty odrgbne cechy 1
zwigzki kupieckie okreslone mianem chrzescijanskich.
Propagowano hasto "Kupuj u swoich".

W roku 1931 gmina zydowska prowadzita dwie wiasne
szkoly wyznaniowe, cho¢ wiadomo, ze dzieci zydowskie
uczeszczaty takze do miejscowych szkét powszechnych uczac
sie¢ wspélnie z dzieémi polskimi. Nauczycielka w jednym z
miejscowych gimnazjow byta Minda Nussbaum.

Spotecznos¢ zydowska stopniowo rozrastata sig; jesli w roku
1921 w Dabrowie Gornicze] mieszkato 4304 wyznacow
Mojzesza, to w roku 1939 byto ich ponad 5500. W tym czasie
wpobliskichStrzemieszycachodnotowanoblisko2500Zydow.
Od roku 1932 strzemieszycka wspoélnota zydowska, ktora
zawsze chetnie wspéipracowatla z gming w Dabrowie
Gorniczej, miata tez z nig wspolnego rabina, G. Dychtwalda.

Osiedlaniu ludnosci zydowskiej towarzyszyt rozwdj réznych
form zycia spoteczno-politycznego. W roku 1919 pojawily sie
pierwsze partie polityczne zwiazane z gming wyznaniows. Byt
to zblizony do Polskiej Partii Socjalistyczne; "Bund" 1
socjalistyczny Poale; Syjon, dzielacy sie¢ na dwa odlamy:
lewice 1 prawice.

Mialy te organizacje nieznaczny wplyw na zycie polityczne,
bowiem Zydzi stanowili zbyt maly odsetek mieszkahcow

(10-14 %) co zaznaczylo si¢ szczegdlnie w wyborach do
Seymu, w ktorych te partie zdobyly tacznie 205 gloséw.
Znacznie lepiej powiodto im si¢ w wyborach do Rady
Miejskiej, kiedy w marcu 1919 uzyskali 7 mandatow.

W okresie kryzysu przemystu gorniczo-hutniczego, ktory w
znacznym stopniu przyczynit sie do regresu w handlu 1
ustugach, jakby na przekoér, powstaty w Dabrowie Gorniczej
dwa rzemie$lnicze cechy zydowskie: w 1930 rzezniczo -
wedliniarski 1 w 1932 krawcéw i zawodow pokrewnych. W
roku 1939, na 1l cechéw w ogdle, bvly 4 cechy zydowskie.

(obszerne fragmenty z publikacji zamieszczone;j
w "Zydzi w Dabrowie Gérniczej" wyd. Kawiarnia
Literacka 1955 Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna w
Dabrowie Gorniczej)

G

NOY WNNTABNT PR WTPP YT

72MmT 10N DTN DT
Jewish Children at the Dombrowa Ghetto

Moje miasto
Rose Alfisher - Miami USA

Moje miasto! Moje male miasto Dabrowa Gorniczal Tyle
wspomnien 1 przezy¢.

To bylo tysiac lat temu. Czasem tesknie za naszym domem, za
nasza ulica na Redenie. Ja jestem Rozig Strzegowska,
wnuczka Lewka Strzegowskiego. Mysmy mieszkali przy ulicy
Pitsudskiego. Budynek ten byt przy fabryce, gdzie si¢ wyra-
biato pape, smote dachowa 1 inne materiaty do budowy.

Moéj dziadziu§ miat syndéw: Abram, Karol 1 Pinek. M6j ojciec
umait w 1926 roku.

Dziadkowie nas wychowali. My byly$my blizniaczkami: Rozia
1 Ewa.

Z mojej rodziny zostal kuzyn Natek i ja. Rodzina moja
posiadata plac rynkowy, hale targowe i 4 duze domy. Zycie
bylo spokojne; kazdy znat kazdego.
Dodomudziadkaprzyjezdzalirabini. Cale miasto przychodzito
do rabina po porade i blogostawienstwo.

Dabrowa mi byta dobrze znana, mam mite wspomnienia: moje
kolezanki, moja pierwsza mito$¢, nasze spacery na Zielonej,
lub na ulicy Sobieskiego.

Marzylismy... marzyliémy o przysztosci. Przemineto z wiatrem.
W roku 1945 zostalam wyzwolona z obozu Bergen-Belsen.
Moje sny przypominaja mi ze kiedy§ miatam rodzine.
Dabrowa, moje miode lata, obdz i wyzwolenie. Wszystko
zamientlo sie w bajke, ktérg opowiadatam moim dzieciom.
Przeminglo 56 lat. [ teraz moéj syn opowiada te bajke swojej
corce.

Nie wiem, gdzie te lata przeminely, skad te siwe wilosy,
zmarszezki, troche wykrecone reumatyzmem palce... Ja sie
nie zestarzatam. Kalendarz ktamie!

Co roku zbieramy sig¢ na balu. My - dziewczeta z tamtych lat -
mamy nasze panienskie nazwiska. Na balu jemy, pijemy,
tanczymy, muzyka gra polskie szlagiery. Przez jedna matg
chwile jestesmy w naszych dalekich wspomnieniach. To jest
wszystko, co nam zostato: wspomnienia.
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Information

Getting in touch with the Roots
On Wednesday, February 7, an evening on “Establishing contact
with our roots Using the internet” took place at the organization’s
hall. Beny Hershkowitz, of the second generation, conducted the
event.
The evening was held in lieu of the annual Tu B'Shevat planting
meeting, which was not held due to the Shmita year.

Commemoration
On December 2000, the committee of names and commemoration
in Tel Aviv municipality has decided to commemorate the
Zaglembie communities.

Personal Commemoration
We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial Site, there are still places left for personal
commemorations of family members that were killed in the
Holocaust. One engraved line of commemoration in black marble
costs 150%. Those who wish to commemorate their beloved ones
can contact the organization.

Hanukka Party

The Haifa branch of the Zaglembie Organization, headed by Shaul
Sternfeld, organized a lovely lunch for our members on Hanukka.
On a stormy day, December 25, we have celebrated the fifth candle
of Hanukka at the Ron hall in Haifa. The place was full of three
Zaglembian generations in @ warm and pleasant atmosphere.
Members enjoyed the tasty food that was accompanied by the
beautiful artistic program that was prepared by first and second
generations of Haifa.

A new Videocassette
The Zaglembie World Organization has produced a videocassette
of Zaglembie in which the history of the Zaglembian communities is
told. The videocassette includes the story of Zaglembie Jewry
before and during the Holocaust and ends with the Generational
Gathering held on October 2000.
We believe that every Jew of Zaglembian origin should have this
cassette as mean of commemorating the past and hope for the
future.
Many efforts and much money were spend in producing the new
Zaglembie videocassette.
The videocassette costs 30$ including delivery fees .It can be
ordered in either the American or the European system. The
cassette is narrated in Hebrew.
To order, send a check to Mrs. Hadasa Kantor, 16 Yehuda
Hanashie St. Ramat Gan, 52376, Israel.

the Zaglembie World Organization is honored to invite you

to Yom Hashoa Memorial Service
Yizkor for Zaglembie Martyrs

the ceremony will take place on
April 19,2001 16.00 hrs
at “Yad Hazikaron” in Modiin

Dombrowa Gornicza

ZYDZI W DABROWIE GORNICZEJ

Wilodzimierz Starosciak

W Zagtebiu Dabrowskim Zydzi pojawili si¢ najwczesniej w
Bedzinie, bo prawdo- podobnie juz w potowie XII wieku.

Na poczatku wieku XIX na terenie Dabrowy nic o Zydach nie
byto wiadomo. Zapewne ich tu nie bylo. Dyskryminujace
przepisy nie zezwalaly na zatrudnianie Izraelitow w goérnicwie.
Fatalne zarzadzenie uchylono wprawdzie w 1828 roku, ale
skutecznie utrudnito ono wezesniejsze osiedlanie sie Zydoww

Dabrowie 1 tym samym rozwoj tutejszego handlu i przemystu.

Pierwszymi osadnikami w Dabrowie okazala sie rodzina
Cajgow, ktora zamieszkata wkolonii Reden. Z czasem zaczeto
ich nazywa¢ Cajgusiami lub Cygusiami. Kolejne rodziny
pojawily si¢ w 1828. Byli to Natanowie 1 Rozencwajgowie.
Ojciec rodu Natanow - Aron, szanujac zakaz handlu gorzatks
przez Zydow, otworzyt maty kramik zmiodem pitnym. Miodek
byt przedni, wigc czesto zagladali do Aronamiejscowi gornicy,
ktorzy nadali mu zartobliwe przezwisko "Miodownik". Z
czasem Aron polubit ten przydomek 1 przyjat go jako swoje
nazwisko.

Z roznych stron Polski zjezdzaly sie tu i osiedlaty rodziny

zydowskie, o takich nazwiskach jak np.: Beitner, Cajdband,
Dab, Gliksman, Glecer, Grosfeld, Grunbaum, Halpern,
Kanarek, Liberman, Nager, Nusbaum, Rechnic, Strzegbaum,
Szpigelman, Strzegowski, Szlezyngier czy Wajsalc.
Mimo znacznego wzrostu spolecznosci dgbrowscy Zydzi
dopiero w roku 1910 uzyskali prawo utworzenia oddziatu
gminy wyznaniowej. Do tej pory nalezeli do gminy zydowskie;
w Bedzinie, korzystajac z tamtejszej synagogi 1 cmentarza.
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Na czele Dozoru staneli poczatkowo: Jakub Mendel Gliksman
Szlomo Rechnic 1 Dawid Weber. Swoje funkcje, az do roku
1916 piastowali honorowo. Dopiero woéwczas, za zgoda
okupacyjnych wladz austriackich, wspélnota zydowska
wzniosta synagoge przy ul. Chopina, rog ul. Okrzei.
Znacznie poézniej, bo w roku 1929 w okolicach ulic:
Hieronimskiej, Wolskiej i Ludowej zalozono cmentarz
zydowski o powierzchni 0,4 ha.
W szczatkowej postaci, ogrodzonyrozlatujacym sie drucianym
parkanem byt jeszcze widoczny na przetomie lat
siedemdziesiatych - osiemdziesiatych, o czym $wiadczyly
zachowane liczne nagrobne plyty kamienne "macewy".
Warto wiedzie¢, ze w latach 1910- 1934 wyznawcami
Mojzesza kierowat pierwszy rabin - Mojzesz Aron Lewi.
W niedlugim czasie, bojuzwroku 1918 przemianowano dozér
na Gming Izraelicka Okregu Dabrowskiego.

Dziatalnos$¢ gospodarczo-przemystowa Zydow, ze wzgledu
na brak dokumentéw, jest fragmentem w historii Dabrowy
stosunkowo mato znanym. Poczatkowo nie sprzyjata temu
wroga wobec nich polityka wiadz carskiej Rosji - zakaz
zatrudniania Zydéw w gbrnictwie. Réwniez nie wolno im bylo
na stale mieszkaé w osiedlach goérnikéw. Trudnili sie wiec
handlem obwoznym i to w dni targowe.

Mieli jednak Izraelici spore powigzania handlowe z
przemyslem goérniczym. Byli gléwnymi dostawcami
roéznorodnych towaréw dla Zarzadu Gérniczego, w czym stali
sig pewnego rodzaju monopolistami.

Jako prywatni przedsigbiorcy okazali si¢ dobrymi
wykonawcami inwestycyjnych robdt, budowali osiedla
robotnicze, lub realizowali inne tego typu prace.
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Generational Gathering 2000

Excitement was one of the beautiful scenes of the Zaglemwig
Generational Gathering that was held in Israel on Sukkoth 2000.
Fellow Zaglembians met family members and neighbors,
sometimes after more than 60 years. The young generation
listened to grandparents stories about life in Zaglembie before and
during the war. It was very intensive, moving four days.

Many qualms plagued the organizers of the Gathering. The small
number of advanced registrations and the difficult security situation
since October joined to fuel the anxiety. Half of the persons from
overseas who registered, canceled their participation. Despite
these difficulties and in light of the enormous efforts invested in the
planning and production of the events, it was decided not to cancel
the Gathering.

On the Opening day, October 16, Hol Hamoed Sukkoth, the
weather welcomed us. A humble yet moving ceremony took place
at the Memorial in Modiin, in the presence of 100 members. This
was the first meeting with Israeli Zaglembians, for those who had
come from abroad, including a large group from Toronto. As in
every event that we hold at the Memorial at Modiin, the KKL (Keren
Kayemet L’lsrael) prepared the site and even erected a sukka in
which the four species and refreshments were thoughtfully placed
by organization members. At the ceremony ltzhak Greengras of
Israel and Joseph Testiler of Paris spoke. The artistic program was
presented by the flautist Reuvena Hod.

After the ceremony at Modiin, members went of to a guided tour of
Neot K'dumim, a large park in the Modiin area which reconstructs
the flora and fauna of Eretz Israel in biblical times.

Events of the second day of the Gathering took place in Jerusalem.
Most of the day was devoted to “Yad Vashem”.

Our visit began with a guided explanation of the exhibits, followed
by a short ceremony in the Hall of Remembrance. The ceremony
included an "identification” recite, the Eternal Light was rekindled
and a wreath was laid. The second part of the visit at “Yad

Vashem” was in the Communities Valley, at the site devoted to
Zaglembie Jewry. Speeches were given by the Chairman of “Yad
Vashem" Council, Professor Shevach Weiss, and the Chairman of
the Organization, Mr. Abraham Green. A Kleyzemer duo moved
many with traditional Jewish music. At the end of the ceremony, a
wreath was laid. In addition, each person was request to place a
single flower near the stones on which the names of Zaglembie
communities were engraved, as a personal commemoration.
Members left “Yad Vashem" for a short tour in Jerusalem, followed
by a visit to Rappoport's memorial, “The Parchments of Fire”.

The third day of the gathering, designated as Information Day, took
place in the Katzenelson High School in Kfar-Saba. After a short
introduction, the participants were greeted by the mayor of
Kfar-Saba, the school representative and organization members.

A wealth of activiies and experiences awaited the members:
exhibitions of Zaglembian artists of the Holocaust generation;
lectures on the history of various communities; documentation; first
generation books; films; workshops; computerized databases and
more - all on the topic of Zaglembian Jewry, before during and
after VWWIL.

The plan for the fourth day of the Gathering was modified. Due to
the security situation, the Orientation hike in memory of captain Gal
Lev-Ran, the grandson of Abraham Haba, was canceled.

The festive Gala Ball took place at Dan Panorama Hotel in Tel
Aviv, with 450 members and honorable guests present, including
the Polish Ambassador to Israel, deputy mayor of Tel Aviv.

members of the association of Polish Jews and many more. In this
emotional encounter, four generations of Zaglembian Jews from
Israel and abroad met, as drinks and snacks were offered. In the
background Yisrael Zohar and his clarinet welcomed members to
the festive closing night.

Members were seated at round tables in the hall and enjoyed an
elegant dinner.

Speeches were made by Abraham Green, Organization Chairman;
Simon Slivka of Toronto, represented the visitors from abroad; the
deputy mayor of Tel Aviv, Natan Wollach and Rina Kahan,
representative of the second generation and one of the Gathering’s
organizers. Ten prizes were awarded to teenagers for studies they
prepared on Zaglembie. Speeches were interspersed with musical
pieces performed by Yisrael Zohar.

The evening was moderated, with professionalism and great
charm, by Dr. Dan Ronen. The rich artistic program includes llanit,
herself a second generation of Zawierce, who sung an Yiddish
lullaby with great emotion. Efrat Rotem, a third generation of
Zaglembie and a world famous opera singer, impressed the
audience with a piece from “Hoffman’s Stories” by Offenbach. “We
Are Here”, the renown folk-dance troupe closed the evening with an
enthusiastic selection of song and dance. Bravol!

Communities Valley at Yad Vashem - 001 T° 1 T271p0 NYpa

Thanks are due to all the members who contributed their time,
energies and money to the success of the event. Thanks due to
studio Liora Kolton for its tremendous assistance in designing
printed materials. Additional thanks to KKL, Modiin Police, “Yad
Vashem”, the Information Center, the municipality of Tel-Aviv, the
municipality of Kfar-Saba and the Katzenelson High School and its
stuff for their great contribution to the success of the Generational
Gathering of Zaglembie Jews.

Yona Kobo - Kotlizki
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Jewish Cemeteries in Zaglembie

Dear friends and fellow Zaglembians,

For many years, one of the most heart-wrenching issues on our
conscience has been the state of Jewish cemeteries in Zaglembie.
Most of the eight existing cemeteries in the area require restoration,
although a few have been restored. All cemeteries require ongoing
maintenance.

The following is a list of cemeteries :

1.Bendzin - The old cemetery in Podzawcze needs a thorough
restoration and ongoing maintenance.

2. Sosnowiec - The cemetery in Gospodarska needs restoration
and maintenance work.

3.Czeladz - This cemetery which served both Bendzin and
Czeladz contains a mass grave of about 400 Jews who were
kiled when the Zaglembie Ghettos were evacuated. The
cemetery has been beautifully restored by Monik Stavsky, who
is responsible for its maintenance and has promised to continue
this work on a long term basis.

4. Modrzejow - This cemetery has been restored by a committee
of Modrzejow Jews (Chaim Glezer, Anna Cwiakowska of Israel
and Joseph Krakauer of the U.S.A). Mina Spenier who initiated
the restoration, unfortunately passed away before the work was
completed. Although the cemetery is currently maintained by
Willy Spenier, its future maintenance must be provided for.

5. Zawiercie - This cemetery has been restored by the initiative of
active organization members (Haba, Hamer, Libermansh,
Landau and Yahalomy) and is excellently maintained. The grave
stones have been numbered and a catalogue mapping the
cemetery has been prepared. The future maintenance must be
ensured.

8. Krimilow - This cemetery was designated as a historic site and
the municipality is responsible for the site and its maintenance.

7. Slawkow - This cemetery contains the bones of Jews murdered
on the Bridge at the first days of the war. Needs restoration and
maintenance.

8. Milowice - This small cemetery contains the bones of Jews
murdered in Sosnowiec immediately subsequent to the
Germans conquest of the territory. The cemetery is located
among small households and gradually, the cemetery’s lands
are being cultivated by adjacent farmers. Although, after
obtaining the consent of Sosnowiec municipality, we offered to
transport the graves to the cemetery in Gospodarska, family
members have expressed their opposition, claimina that

cemeteries should not be moved. Therefor, unfortunately, the
organization has ceased to take care of this cemetery.

Currently, based on Polish law, responsibility for Jewish cemeteries
is under the Jewish gemina (community). In the absence of such,
the issue is handled by a fund established specifically for this
purpose.

In the Zaglembie region, a Jewish gemina exists in Katowice. In
practice, this gemina is responsible for the cemeteries. However,
the Zaglembie World Organization has decided to become involved
and take an active part in this important task, rather than leave the
entire mission in the hands of the local gemina. To this end, the
organization and the local gemina will equally share the costs of the
restoration works while the local gemina will finance ongoing
maintenance. Such a situation is dependent on the mayors’
willingness to sponsor the maintenance of these cemeteries.

The organization administration has appealed to the mayor of
Sosnowiec, the largest and most important city in Zaglembie. After
extended attempted at persuasion, the mayor agreed to sponsor
the cemetery and be a party to an agreement regarding its
restoration and maintenance. Last September, an agreement to
restore and maintain the cemetery in Gospodarska was signed by
gemina representatives, organization administration representative
(Green, Yahalomi and Sternfeld) and the deputy in the name of the
mayor.

Restoration works are currently underway. Upon completion, the
organization administration will transfer its share of the costs to the
Jewish gemina. The organization administration initiated this
activity in Sosnowiec, based on its assumption that an agreement
signed by the mayor of Sosnowiec will facilitate further agreements
with other mayors in the area.

If the restoration will be successful, and we certainly intend to
monitor the process, we will continue to restore the remaining
cemeteries in the region. We hope that in the scope of 24 months,
we will be able to restore all cemeteries in need of such work. If we
succeed in this sacred mission, we will be doing true and kind deed
‘with our parents and elders who will be able, finally, rest in peace.
Amen.

Pbraham Green - Organization Chairman

the Zaglembier Society of Toronto

celebrates its 50™ Anniversary
By Dr. David Bleeman

Zaglembie, Poland was home to a large and thriving Jewish
community. The 100,000 Jews who called this industrial region in
South Western Poland home, had survived restrictive laws and
local prejudices, managed to establish a comfortable life. With
numerous schools and synagogues and active social and cultural
institutions, this was a vigorous community with hopes of a bright
future. The outbreak of the second world war and the invasion to
Poland destroyed this community forever but could not quash the
will of those who survived.

The Jews of Zaglembie who survived the camps spread to the
corners of the Earth searching for fellow survivors and a new start.
Some of those came to Canada and settled in Montreal and
Toronto.

In 1951, a small group met at the Toronto Jewish Community
Center and decided to form a Landsmanschaft for fellow
Zaglembie. In those early meetings, the group lade a plan for what
was to become the Zaglembier Society of Toronto. Their first task
was to help their fellow survivors settle into their new country. A
Mutual Benefit plan was established to help members with loans,
sick benefits in case of iliness and hospitalers to visit those who
could not venture out of home. It was also determined that one of
the new society’s primary goals would be to keep alive the memory
of Zaglembie and support the new state of Israel.

In the years that followed that first meeting, the Zaglembier Society
in Toronto would grow to include 300 member families. It's
members would erect a monument to their families lost in the
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Holocaust, support Israel through the purchase of bonds, Amal
Scholarships and Lanaido Hospital. Of particular pride was the
support given to the Soldiers of Israel in the construction of a
recreation center, support for the Kibbutz Lochamei Hagetaot And
Masua at Kibbutz Tel Itzhak.

Our members sit on the board of the major institutions in Toronto.
Zaglembier Society is closely involved with the Unites Jewish
Appeal. The Baycrest Center for Geriatric Care, Mount Sinai
Hospital, The Holocaust Remembrance Society, Holocaust
Education Week and both The Canadian Jewish Congress and
Bnai Brith.

To help continue its work, members began a campaign to
encourage their children to take an active part in the Jewish
Community and the operations of the society. The Executive is now
chaired by two members of the “Second Generation” and several
others are heavily involved in the administration of the cemetery
and fundraising.

The Zaglembier Society of Toronto will celebrate its’ 50"
anniversary in May 2001. During that time it has fulfilled the vision
of its founders. Though many of the original members will not be
with us at this celebration, we can still take pride in their
achievements. From the devastation of World War |1, they rebuiit
their lives , contributed to their new countries, supported the growth
of Israel, the new Jewish State and helped keep the memory of
Zaglembie alive.

Dr. Bleeman is the chairman of the Zaglembie Society of Toronto
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