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"the journey was all | dared to hope and beyond"

For as long as I can remember, the Holocaust has always been
sort of "zero point" for me. Almost unconsciously, I perceived
the human history that preceded it, as something that may
not have existed at all. A few years ago, someone asked me
a question, of which, to my embarrassment, I did not know
the answer. That occasion led me to intensive reading about
the Jewish life in Germany at the beginning of the 20th
century. During that period, this zero point began to thaw
within me. Acknowledging the fact that before this pivotal
fracture (alongside wars, illnesses, and other challenges that
are almost inherent to human life) a vibrant and rich cultural,
intellectual and social life have existed began to arouse my
cautious curiosity.

My grandmother, Riva Schorr (Wilder), was born in Bedzin
in 1912. She immigrated to Israel with the "Gordonia Youth
Movement" in the early 1930's, and passed away in 1987. To
the best of my mother's knowledge, my grandmother did not
know the specific circumstances, places and dates in which
her family members in Poland were gathered to their mothers
and fathers during the Holocaust.

Except for one photo of my great grandfather Elkon (Elchanan)
Wilder, I do not have any photos of the family in Poland, nor
letters or addresses. I have just recently learnt, through Haim
Dekel, that my great-grandmother passed away in May 1937
and was buried in the Czeladz cemetery.

On the weekend before the flight, Dani Racotch, who happily
volunteered to help me find information, sent me the names
of my grandmother's siblings. I headed the journey with very
little information, driven by almost "genetic" curiosity and
a desire to visit my great grandmother's grave and walk the
streets of Bedzin, where my grandmother was born and spent
her childhood and youth.

When I signed up for the trip, I did not even know what to
expect, but the journey was all I dared to hope and beyond.
The group contained 19 women and men from all over Israel,
of all ages and different backgrounds,
but right at the beginning, a very
special sense of mutual partnership
and intimacy was created. The kind of
intimacy that is usually shared between
people who "drank from the same water"
as my mother calls it. As a person who
is generally interested in history and
observing human interactions, the tours
and explanations were fascinating to
me, each family story of each participant
added to my understanding of the
richness of pre-Holocaust Jewish life.
Meeting our Polish friends was exciting
beyond words. The commitment, creative
and educational activity, sense of mission,
knowledge, curiosity and not less
important - the kindness and humility
of Karolina and Piotr Jakowenko (Brama
Cukermana Foundation) and Marcin

Bergier, inspired me and filled me with love and hope.

On the fourth day of the journey, we visited the Czeladz
cemetery. After the ceremony we held in honor and memory
of Daphna Eldar's father, Ze'ev Liron, it started heavily
raining. The group members returned to the bus and I went
to look for my great grandmother's tombstone. Rachel, the
organization's secretary, told me not to hurry and take as
much time as I needed, while Haim Dekel helped me finding
the exact location via Whatsapp.

While the rain was heavily pouring, I found myself facing
the tombstone of "Itka Wilder," telling myself that I would
at least try to light a candle, even if it does not survive for
more than one second. Miraculously, the candle remained lit
even though there was nothing shielding it. I sent my great
grandmother love from my mother and me, and it suddenly
came to me that even my grandmother, Itka's daughter, had
never actually lit a candle on her mother's gravestone.

As T went on the journey, a friend wished me to "make Life"
which in Hebrew means "have fun". On the face of it, wishing
me to have fun can seem quite strange considering the nature
of the journey, but at the same time it is the most appropriate
wish; I came in search of traces of life that were once there,
and to bring there something from my own life.

Even though I'm still letting the information and experiences
sink into my various forms of being, I'm already thinking
about joining the next journeys (and certainly with my
mother, who could not join this time).

My deepest thanks go to the Zeglembie organization; Bat-
Chen, Daphna & Shimshon for all the arrangements done so
professionally and sensitively, to Rachel the secretary of the
organization and Dov the Chairman, to the local guides and
of course to each and every one of the group members, who
will be in my heart forever.

Shana Tova.

Noam Soulcat Sasson, Tel Aviv, August 2019




Members of the Zaglembie
World Organization,

We are facing the new
Hebrew year and I would
like to sum up our activities
during the last six months.
Two main events took
place, other than the
current activities during the
mentioned period, having
influence on our coming operations:

The most influencing event is the big fire (in May
2019) which ravaged most of the Zaglembie forest
in Mevo Modi'im. Thanks God the Memorial Site
Itself was not damaged. The Keren Hakayemet
Le'israel have immediately begun to reconstruct
the site and the forest.

The other event was a tour, of a 20 people's group to
Zaglembie. During this tour we have met the Mayor
of Dabrowa-Gurnitza after more than 3 decades.
Moreover we also met the Deputy-Mayor of
Sosnowiec who promised to commemorate the
Great Synagogue in Dekerta st. in Sosnowiec within
a year.

I hope our connections with the local authorities
in Zaglembie will strengthen so we can increase
memorialization activities there.

I congratulate all of us a good and healthy year and
longevity to survivors who are still with us.

Dov Pnini, President
Zaglembie World Organization

Family Roots Exploration Workshop

For the past several months, the WZO's offices in
Tel Aviv have held bi-weekly meetings on the study
of family roots.

The meetings are accompanied and guided by
Danny Rakotch and Haim Dekel.

The purpose of the meetings is to make this subject
'accessible’ to members of the organization who
are interested, and to help build a family tree and
detect information.

So far, ten meetings have been held, and we intend
to continue the meetings as the members show
interest.

During the sessions, the significant sites for
conducting family research, the family history
documentation tools, the geography and history of
the Zaglambie region are exposed, and the way all
these topics are 'connected'.

Participants are discovering lost family
relationships, and in some cases the existence of
their family's gravestones in some of the area's
cemeteries.

. - g

Zaglembie World Organization held, on September, its annual 'Rosh Hashana' toast in 'Zionist Of America' house.

We were pleased to have, for the first time in many years, so many participants: New arrivals, re-new ones and more...
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