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Dear Zaglembie friend,

When Dov asked if I wanted to write sth for the
paper I immediately said yes without thinking
twice.

The main reason was because I wanted everyone to
know what a memorable trip to Poland we had.

To all of the people who were involved in organizing

Everything was perfectly organized and well
prepared in advance and it was done not just Stamm
but with so much neshama that it's impossible to
describe here.

We came as strangers and left with a new family.

It was a trip we (my husband - Andre Altholz) and
I will never forget.

Our heads are still spinning with everything we
heard and saw and it will take months or more to
digest everything. It was a bitter-sweet experience.
Now let me tell you In short who we are.: My father
Moniek Stawski who was born in czeladz was a
"PROUD Zaglembier".

Many times did he take part at the yearly memorial
ceremony in Modein until he passed away in
October 2013. It was such an important event for
him, unfortunately I didn't understand why. Now
I do.

Everything he had told me throughout the years
about his childhood, that was cut much too short
and much too early, and about his days in czeladz,
bendzin and sosnowitz - it waw always somehow
abstract but now, walking on the same streets he
has walked, all suddenly became very real.

After Moniek Stawski returned to Czeladz many
years after the war, he went to the Jewish cemetery
to visit the grave of his beloved mother/my
grandmother and found it to be in such bad shape
that he that he decided to fix and repair it as good
as he could. This was in 1986.

After that he would travel to Czeladz and visit the
cemetery every year, often with his dear friend Mr
Awraham Green whom he was very fond of.

And because of this reason, knowing that the
cemetery was so important for my dear father,my
husband Andre Altholz (who was like a son to
Moniek) and myself decided to go to Poland and
also to visit the cemetery. Although the cemetery is
in a very good condition compared to other Jewish
cemeteries In the region, there is still lots of work to
be done. We are committed to continue the good
work that Moniek Stawski has done and look up to
him as an example.
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And so, after having having done this unforgettable
trip (which is much too intense to describe here)
we - Andre and I now also became a "PROUD
zaglembier" and we are looking forward to joining
you on the next trip,

Wishing you all a very happy and sweet new year.
Shana towa.

Naomi Altholz
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TRINE ELISABETH BRATVOLD LONA

What a journey this has been! We, the children
and grandchildren of Sala Brumer, have always
known about our Jewish ancestry, of course. Our
wonderful grandmother was always there. Polish,
Jewish and Norwegian. There was no religion,
though. Only this somewhat theoretical knowledge
that our grandmother was Jewish, which meant
that we were Jewish. Some of us have met Jewish
relatives from England and Florida, but there hasn't
been much contact with any Jewish society.

This has been a really interesting week for us,
meeting all of you, talking and learning, being part
of the ceremonies, even eating kosher and listening
to the singing. We feel that we have learned a lot
more about our ancestry in this week with you,
than in a lifetime reading books.

Our grandmother couldn't talk much about
what she went through during the war, but we've
known a little, both from history books and from
grandmother herself. We haven't really understood
though, until going to the places she went, with

her (our) people, hearing the stories, meeting
other persons who have the same experiences. This
journey has really been an awakening for us, on
several leves.

We've seen the diversity among our people this
week, and we've even found a place of our own in
this diversity. We truly hope that we will stay in
touch with at least some of you, and that we can
join a gathering like this again, because we see that
this is an important part of us that has been ignored
for too long.

A special thanks to Jeffrey Cymbler, we probably
wouldn't have been here this week if it weren't for
him. He has helped us tremendously finding family
graves, giving information, always just being really
nice and helpful.

See you all later Lots of love from Ruth, Elin Hege
and Trine

What a journey this has been! We, the children and
grandchildren of Sala Brumer, have always known
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My Grandmother's Grave
By Menachem Rosensaft

On Tuesday morning, July 31, we hold a memorial
ceremony at the Jewish cemetery of Czeladz, on
the outskirts of Bedzin, where there are more than
3,000 graves of Jews from both towns, including
my grandmother. The cemetery is one of the best
preserved Jewish cemeteries in Poland, thanks to
the CzeladZ municipality and the generosity of a
survivor from Czeladz, the late Moniek Stawski.

I want to find, no, I must find one particular grave.
My grandmother, my father's mother, who died in a
flu epidemic in 1919 when my father was eight years
old is buried here. I find myself walking anxiously
through rows and rows of tombstones, looking
for her grave. Many of the stones are broken. The
inscriptions are often faded, often illegible.

I know my grandmother's tombstone survived
World War II intact. In the 1950s or early 1960s,
a friend of my father's was here and photographed
it. I have been told it is still here, near the front of
the cemetery, but the coordinates I've been given
for it turn out to be inaccurate. A different name is
on the stone in that location-someone else is lying
in that spot. I look nearby-to the left, to the right,
a row further back, a row further to the front. No
stone for Deborah, daughter of Yaacov Szpiro, wife
of Mendel Rosensaft.

I begin to be deeply, deeply depressed. One of my
reasons for going on this trip is to say Kaddish at
my grandmother's grave. I didn't realize quite how
much this means to me until it looks like it may not
happen. One thought overwhelms me: How can I
tell my father that I couldn't find his mother's grave?
My father died more than 42 years ago. Still, I have
this overwhelming feeling that I cannot, I must
not, disappoint him. Or myself, for that matter. I
imagine him saying to me, "There was only one
thing I wanted you to do on this trip, and you were
not able to do it?" I look further, almost frenetically,
at the inscriptions on the stones. No success. I feel
my heart beating harder. A sense of panic sets in.
I look further, and realize I am reading names I
already read.

From the very first row of graves, I hear my cousin
Susan Rogol calling me. "Here it is. I found it." I
literally run over. It is indeed my grandmother's
grave. At the top of it, a candelabra with two broken
candles. I touch the stone, and realize that I am
standing where my father must have stood year after

year, probably until he left Bedzin for the last time.
My grandfather must have stood here, too. I touch
the stone where they probably touched it, resting
my head against it. I break into uncontrollable tears.
Others on the trip find graves in the Czeladz
cemetery as well. Naomi Stawski-Altholz's
grandmother Chaya Sara is buried there. Standing
in front of the graves of her grandparents, Raisl
and Baruch Wohlhander took Trudy Elbaum
Gottesman's "breath away." My cousin Susan Rogol
found the graves of her father's sister, Deborah
Yachet Zander, and my father's sister Leah's
husband, Israel Levi Justman.

%%

Most of us did not know one another when we
first met in Krakow. Some of us never spoke
with one another throughout the entire trip.
And yet we understood one another, recognized
one another. When we looked at one another, we
intuitively knew what the other was thinking. We
walked through Auschwitz, Birkenau, Bedzin,
and Sosnowiec as a family. When the children and
grandchildren of Jews from Bedzin and Sosnowiec
walked to the train stations there, we knew, we felt,
that we were somehow walking with our parents
and grandparents, or, perhaps more accurately, that
they were walking with us. When we stood beside
our grandparents' or great-grandparents' graves at
the CzeladZ cemetery, we were fulfilling a sacred
obligation.

During the course of the trip, we talked, cried
together, sang together, sometimes even laughed
together. We learned about one another, and
discovered that we wanted to know more, about
our families, about where we came from, and about
one another. Being in Zaglembie made the past, our
past, seem more real.

In the end, perhaps most importantly, this trip, the
journey of a lifetime, gave us a sense of closure.

The above article is excerpted from Menachem
Rosensaft's article about the July-August 2018
Journey of Memory to Zaglembie, "My Journey to
the Past," Tablet Magazine, August 7, 2018, https://
www.tabletmag.com/scroll/268033/my-journey-to-
the-past
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Kabalat Shabat in Krekow

Board members of the voluntary association and
the convening committee of this journey, members
of the Zaglembie World Organization in Poland
that have gathered here from the four corners
of the earth, the team of counselors and logistics
of this journey, and all respected people, The
Zaglembie World Organization has set its primary
goal to conserve the Zaglembie Jews' heritage and
commemorate the memory of Zaglembie Jewish
communities that were destroyed and annihilated
by the Nazi Amalek during WWIL

Throughout the year we have the Holocaust
memorial day with about 1000 participants in the
memorial site at Mevo Modi'im; an Anniversary
ceremony on Tishabov in memeory of the
annihilation of the Bedzin and Sosnowiec ghettoes;
evening gatherings for the New Year and Passover
and toasting the event and blessings of Hag
Sameach; the planting of new trees on Tu Bishvat
- mid winter - that is carried out in the Zaglembie
Martyrs' forest, where our memorial site is located;
a few second and third generation meetings at Café
Zaglembie and an annual Hannuka ball.

These activities take place in the attempt to
remember and remind us of the holocaust, on the
one hand and mark the revival on the other hand.
Every few years, we send a delegation to the cities of
Zaglembie to perform the Mitzvah of: "Remember
what Nazi Amalek has done to you." Visit residential
sites, the life and study of our killed dear ones as
well as those that made it through the inexplicable
hell.

We have started the highlight- this journey - of
the entire activity program since we began and
our 2018 activities. It is organized and carried out
solely by second generation Zaglembie survivors,
those whose parents had survived. Those - that
hadn't been through the atrocities themselves but
are committed to keeping and remembering the
Zaglembie communities and their survivors.
Today, 30 years after the construction of the
Zaglembie Memorial Site, that was decided upon
two year prior to its construction, I declare, on
behalf of the board, the building of a Jewish
Zaglembie House and call on you to raise funds
from various sources to purchase a dwelling for the
Zaglembie Jewry in which our future activities will
take place.

I view this project as the pinnacle of the second
generation's activities, which is expected to be
carried out over a period of three or more years,
all depending on the funds we can raise. This is a
continuation of the first generation achievement
of building the Zaglembie memorial; site in Mevo
Modi'im.

I hope that the journey we are beginning today
will be a cohesive factor between the survivors of
the Zaglembie communities that are in Israel and
worldwide, that will know how to continue this
impressive project our parents had begun after
they survived WWII and where we will praise
and glorify Zaglembie Jewry and its generations to
come so as to remember where we had come from
and where we are going.

Long live the Jewish nation.

Dov Pnini, President
Zaglembie World Organization

nm 5y Yax vanbar IxeY IR
on7YY 1950w Naaxa nram »an
ANDWNA 2239 DPInIn nh

WX TIV TN N9 ) M

- 2 29T PLIN )2 AP 23X
pranoion P13

p’211010 - 0979 Py
pranoio - Mm% nn
P13 - IR TN 1on

- MdW wadb AN Ym
M AT

P?212010 - 210K 121N

2pabo - WD WAy 1701 AYD YYD




My friends of the Zaglembie communities world wide,

We started a seven day
tour to Poland's Zaglembie
cities.

It began in Krakéw,
continued in Auschwitz -
Birkenau and ended in the
various Zaglembie cities
to which a few delegation
members added Warsaw as desert.

The delegation held some 230 people from
Australia, the US, Germany, Israel, Norway, France,
Canada and Sweden that included 5 first generation
survivors, 15 third generation, a few families with
three generations, some families with two as well as
second generation survivors without their families.
The delegation activities included lectures, cultural
shows, memorial ceremonies and searching family
roots that reached its highlight with memorial
marches on the first two days in August from the
umschlagplatz in Sosnowiec and the Ghetto Square
in Bedzin from which our families walked to the
train stations where they were loaded onto cattle
wagons on the way to Birkenau.

The delegation's major accomplishment was the
interaction between its participants, finding
family members, sharing stories and above all
being introduced to individuals in the group. As
Naomi Altholtz (Stavski) wrote to me:"We came as
strangers and left as family."

Planning the journey and carrying it out took effort
and resources, long hours, friction, arguments,
agreements, timetable coordination in Poland
and more. Rina Kahan supervised all these with
diligence, professionalism and endless dedication
with the assistance of Menahem Rosenzaft from
New York. Helping them were Organization
members Eldad Daphna, Bebes Rachel, Dekel

Haim, Yahalomi Rafi and Shimshon Jashvitz, to
whom I extend my gratitude.

We could not have accomplished a successful
journey without the gracious help of our Polish
friends: Bergier Marchin in Zawiercie, Jakowenko
Karolina and Piotr in Bedzin, Gliwice and
additional cities, Namislow Alexandra, Kempara
Monika in Sosnowiec and Adam Szydlowski in
Bedzin, Sosnowiec Stawkéw and more.

I'd like to mention the cooperation with the local
municipalities in Bedzin, Zawiercie, Sosnowiec,
Stawkow and Czeladz that allocated resources that
enabled the ceremonies and cultural events in their
cities, supplied security and safety services and
took part in the events themselves.

I must mention Adam Schidlowski's activity in
the commemoration of Menahem Lior's name of
blessed memory on the wall of the house where late
Menahem was born. Lior's widow, Hanka and his
daughter Yael, his son-in-law and grandson came
specifically for this ceremony.

This journey, marking the 75th year of the
annihilation of the ghettoes in Sosnowiec and
Bedzin, is a turning point in the relationship
between Zaglembie Jews worldwide and those in
Israel. It seems to me that the knot tied between us
is the beginning of cooperation between all parts of
Zaglembie Jewry in the future.

Now that we feel the close and intimate bond
between us, we will continue the journey of sharing
the values and life we got from Zaglembie, together.

I bless all of us for a good year to come,

Dov Pnini, President
Zaglembie World Organization
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