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Bedzin
Sosnowiec

Dabrowa Gornicza

Zawiercie
Czeladz
Stawkow
Wolbrom
Chrzanéw
Dandowka
Golonég
Grodziec
Kazimierz
Klimontow
Ksawera
Kromotow
tagisza
Maczki
Milowice
Modrzejéw
Niemce
Niwka
Olkusz
Oswiecim
Piaski
Porabka
Siewierz

Strzemieszyce

Trzebinia
Wojkowice
Zagorze
Zabkowice
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The victory of life

Lital Gedanski wrote these words after visiting Poland 2008. Her father, David, read them
while visiting Poland with the Zaglembia organization delegation, July 2016, during a
ceremony at the place where the Sosnowiec Ghetto was situated

Lital Gedanski

My journey to Poland started with a strong
desire to try to understand more, though | tried
for years through stories, movies, ceremonies
and many more. As a third generation, | had
the privilege to hear from my dad about the life
besides his parents, Holocaust survivors, who
bravely survived.

| also had the privilege to hear about the
Holocaust from my grandma. Although she
refused to speak about the horrors she went
through, and mostly about the terrible losses, |
cherished every single word, and every story
which | carry with me until today.

From the moment | stepped into these horrible
camps, | understood | would not return with
answers. The visual evidence and the verbal
testimony of starvation, cruelty and bestiality
were so overpowering as to leave me without
words.

Although | didn’t return with answers, |
understood more than ever that we are the
voice of our precious beloved ones who cannot
speak anymore. We are the ones with the
responsibility to remember and remind, to tell
and to pass it forward.

While walking in the valley of death, when the
cold refuses to leave, in the places in which
there wasn’t turning back- | suddenly saw my
grandma and grandpa in my head.

| was 17 then, in my journey to Poland. A year
younger than my grandma when the war
ended.

She was only 18 when left all alone, tried to
recover from the horrors a girl does not need to
pass. How much strength my grandma
needed, to start her life all alone. But she did
so, and so does my grandpa that with love and
a lot of strength immigrated to Israel and
started a lovely family.

To me, this is the great importance of the
journey. The victory of life, of love, of
braveness and of humanity over the malice
and hatred.

In commemoration of all our beloved, that we
will be their voice. In commemoration of my
grandparents who | loved so much, and always
will.

The Zaglembie World Organization is a non-profit organization ran by volunteers.

All our activities are aimed to remember the heritage of the Zaglembie Jewry

by maintaining the connection between our families in Israel and worldwide, secure and
upkeep the Jewish memorial sites in Zaglembie and in Israel.

The many activities taken up by our organization entails considerable expenses.

Our main monetary coverage comes from membership fees in Israel and donations from

our friends abroad.

Help us continue our work by donations. Your participation is crucial.

Donating by bank transaction:
Leumi Bank

Branch 783, Maskit st. 32 Herzlia
Account Number: 34600/62
Zaglembie org

SWIFT Code: LEUMILITXXX
IBAN: IL 820107830000003460062
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Language was not a barrier because we
shared a collective memory. We looked
with respect to those who had grown up in
Zaglembie and were first hand witnesses to
the horrors. How did they go on to live full
lives, raise families and return to places that
hold such nightmare memories and still sing
songs from childhood? We understood we
were alive because of the strength, luck
and perseverance of our relatives. For me,
and | believe for many of the second and
third generation, the days together in
Zaglembie made us want to share the
experience with the next generation not as
an obligation but a force as powerful as
blood pumping through the heart. We did
not read the Jewish history; we did not hear
the same stories told again and again at
family meals, we were in the place our
families had lived good lives, escaped in
fear or died horrid deaths. We saw. We felt.
Through this shared experience Zaglembie
became real and true, with a history that
must never be lost.

Our days together went FAR beyond a
shared experience, shared meals and
learning the habits of new friends. Thanks
to the immense skill and humanity of our
leaders and guides, we walked together
into the beautiful life that was once
Zagliembe, felt a tiny bit of the horror, fear
and dehumanization our families, their
neighbors, and millions of others
experienced in the 1940s. We also caught a
glimpse of a future Poland finally out from
under the thumb of Nazis and a communist
regime; where it is OK to be Jewish.

| believe part of what happened during the
course of those days together is that we
came to see a life we might have lived. We
might have been neighbors, intermarried,
done business together had not one brutal,
insane man been able to lead other crazed
people to round up and slaughter our
families. Our parents or grandparents are
the ones who survived or escaped freeing
us to spread across the world, speak
different languages and share different
cultures. Yet, here we were in 2016,
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reunited. It was safe and we could walk
through cemeteries where our families wept
when they buried a wife or son and touch
their headstone. These were the “lucky”
ones. They were not in the mass graves or
lost. Our group was together to mourn, but
also celebrate life with jokes, laughter and
many hugs.

My family came from another region of
Poland, but not so far away from
Zagliembe. And, though not from the
immediate area, my family’s names --pages
of names — are listed with millions of
murdered individuals on the sheets of paper
hanging in Auschwitz. As our group of 60
people stood before the bombed out
crematorium at Birkenau, on soil containing
our own genetic material turned to ash, we
stood as a lineage. We remembered our
immediate family, we remembered the
millions we did not know then and the
people who are dying in other parts of the
world today because — because there is no
because.

On July 1, 2016, the people on the tour
were strangers, but are now, part of a soul
family. Poland was not on my list, | hope to
return someday. The bus was not torture,
but our home...a place to digest the sights
and messages of the day, listen to stories,
make friends and learn, learn, learn and
there was a toilet....excellent planning by
the organizers we had plenty of “pit stops”
As for Auschwitz...well, it would have been
a huge mistake if | had let my fear keep me
from the experience.

Every day we saw, felt and heard so much
more than Auschwitz-Birkenau could tell us.
Though such a journey is not likely to come
again, it will be with an open heart and mind
I will go. | reconnected with how very, very
fortunate we are, how alive, how much we
have to cherish in our immediate family and
the greater family. This vacation was a trip
to see firsthand that differences in
nationality, religion, and background are
quickly meaningless and how powerful and
beautiful a shared heritage can be.
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My journey to Poland

Linda Koebner

“What did you do on your summer
vacation™? Thousands of school children
are hearing this question as they return to
the classroom this week. How do | share
the story of my vacation??? | could simply
say, “l went to Poland.” | could then go on
to describe Warsaw, Krakow ,the
countryside, the nice people we met, the
amber in the shops, delicious pierogi, and
interesting museum exhibits. | could share
some of the history | learned of Poland’s
long, rich and often tortured history or
recount my long trip from California

through Georgia, across the ocean to
Holland and finally to Warsaw. But all of this
would miss the most interesting and
powerful part of my journey to Poland. In
fact this is not a trip | had that was high on
my list of places to visit or things to do. |
might start the story of my summer vacation
by saying that | had little interest in going on
this trip. Everything about it sounded like no
vacation at all. (Italy, Viet Nam or the Grand
Canyon all sounded more enticing). A bus
tour with dozens of people I did not know (I
hate buses and feared there would be no
toilet); commemorations in cemeteries... (I
am not one for ceremonies, or religious
observance). And, a holiday that includes a
day in Auschwitz-Birkenau!! | felt | have
seen and heard way too much from my
family since childhood. And | have too vivid
an imagination. | would sit that day out.

But, this trip was an opportunity we had
been searching for. For years my husband,
his brother and | had looked for the right
time and trip to accompany my mother in
law back to her roots, pay respects to those
who were left behind and introduce the
homeland to the family that grew up in
America. We always came up short. Then,
this tour, organized by the World Zaglembie
Organization seemed tailor made—the
region in Poland that held our roots.

Interested, but not enthusiastic, off | went. |
did not just set off on a tour to the
Zaglembie region of Poland, a place much
of the world ignores, it turned out | was
embarking on a life affirming and life
changing journey.

There is far too much to tell in a brief article
and so much that cannot be put into words,
so | have hesitated to write anything. For
those of you who were on the trip, you
know what we saw as we walked the
streets of Bedzin, Dabrowa Gornicza, stood
silently among ancient headstones, shared
meals and sang songs. You know what we
felt as wreaths were laid to mark the
immeasurable sorrow, horror and memory
of those whose lives, set down through
generations, were ripped apart and
slaughtered. At the same time, you know
the immediate connections we made--
strangers from The USA, Israel, Canada
and England. You remember how in less
than a fortnight of knowing one another, we
could laugh, sing, cry and share the most
private thoughts.



dfuskonyak
Typewritten Text
17


Dear Menachem ! Mr. President! My friend!

Nobody believes that we will never meet.

Nobody believes that we won't hear you in Modi'in, that you won't be present at our meetings and
that you will never come to Bedzin. Nobody believes that you won't answer the phone and that you
won't tell us about your experiences, about your family and your life.

Nobody believes that you are no longer with us!

Thank you so much for all you have done for Bedzin society, for Jews from Zagtebie.
Thank you for years of friendship, for smile and every warm and wise words and advices.

We will never forget about you!

Adam Szydlowski with family
and friends from Bedzin.

Drogi Menachemie !

Panie Przewodniczgcy!

Moj Przyjacielu!

Nikt nie wierzy w to, ze juz sie nie
spotkamy .

Nikt nie wierzy w to, ze nie ustyszymy cie
w Modi'in, ze nie bedzie cie z nami
podczas spotkan, oraz w to - ze Cie nie
bedzie znowu w Bedzinie.

Nikt nie wierzy w to, ze nie podniesiesz
stuchawki telefonu i ze nigdy juz nie
opowiesz nam o swoich przezyciach, o
swojej rodzinie, o dawnych czasach.
Nikt nie wierzy w to, ze Cie juz nie ma z
nami!

Serdecznie dziekuje Ci za wszystko co
zrobite$ dla spotecznosci Bedzina, dla
Zydow z Zagtebia.

Dziekuje za lata przyjazni, za szczery

usmiech, za ciepto i madre stowa i porady.

Nie zapomnimy i bedziemy zawsze o
Tobie pamietaé

Adam Szydtowski z Rodzing i
przyjaciétmi z Bedzina

Burmistrz Miasta Czeladz

Zbigniew Szaleniec

Urzad Miasta Czeladz
41-250 Czelad?, ul. Katowicka 45
tel.: +48 32 76 37 920, +48 32 76 33 693; fax: +48 32 76 33 694
e-mail: burmistrz@um.czeladz.pl www.czeladz.pl

~ SWIATOWY ZWIAZEK
ZYDOW ZAGLEBIA DABROWSKIEGO
Z SIEDZIBA W TEL-AVIVIE

Szanowni Panstwo

Ze smutkiem przyjelismy wiadomos$¢ o $mierci pana Menachema Liora —
przewodniczacego Swiatowego Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia Dabrowskiego.
Mamy w pamieci wizyte pana Liora wraz z przedstawicielami Zwigzku
w Czeladzi w ubiegltym roku. Cieszyli§my si¢ na Jego przyjazd w tym roku —
ale niestety, $mier¢ zabrala tego wspanialego Czlowieka.

Pan Menachem Lior pozostanie na zawsze wérod nas jako jeden sposrod tych,
ktorzy wracaja do miejsc swojego dziecinstwa — On wracal do Bedzinaa
zarazem dbaja o to, by pamigé przetrwala wéréd miodego pokolenia.

Wszystkim cztonkom Zwigzku skladamy serdeczne wyrazy wspélczucia

Z powazaniem i szacunkiem

BURMISTRZ MIASTA CZELADZ

j//////z,}

ZBIGNIEW SZALENIEC

Czeladz, 22 lutego 2017 roku

Letter of condolence from Czeladz mayor
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Dear friends,

In the recent Zaglembia newsletters, this place
was dedicated to our chairman's words and
blessings to our organization friends.
Unfortunately, our chairman, Mr. Menachem Lior,
passed away 2 months ago.

Menachem thought that one of his main tasks
was to strengthen the connection between the
Zaglembia organization and the second and third
generations in Israel as well as abroad and
placed most of his efforts in that mission. During
the last Poland tour, July 2016, about 20
members from abroad and about 30 members
from Israel including Menachem, his wife Hanka,
his daughter Yael and her husband.

In the last Zaglembia newsletter, no. 39
Menachem wrote:

"| felt it during our journey. Your warm words only
intensified these strong feelings. The good spirit
you have all brought with you to the journey
created excitement and closeness that we have
all shared during our time in Poland.

| hope these new bonds of friendship will
continue despite the physical distance.

The motif of the journey was to bring the tradition
and memories of our ancestors to all, and |
believe this goal has been achieved. The respect
for the past and its memories helps us learn
more, cherish and remember the lost culture of
Zaglembia that the Nazis tried to eradicate during
the Holocaust.

Saying all this, | must admit this is not enough.
Our vision to promote our message about the
tradition of our ancestors to the next generation
is of top priority.

Our organization will do the best it can to attain
this important goal. Let's remember his words
and try to fulfil his last wish.

Happy Pesach to you all
Iseec Opler
Zaglembia newsletter editor

Dear friends, all generations of Zaglembie survivors,

In recent years, with the vision of the future,
second and third generation Zaglembie survivors
were integrated into the Organization
management.

The Chairman was a first generation survivor and
with him on the board were second and third
generation survivors.

Now, that the last first generation chairman
Menahem Lior has passed on, we, the second
generation survivors at the board, have decided
to continue the mission and dream of the
founding fathers of the Organization.

We aim at continuing to preserve the Zaglembie
Jewish heritage and commemorate its sites and
culture in Poland and certainly in Israel.

The Organization management has selected a
leading team of six members headed by me. The
team will work at setting goals, work plans and
procedures so that the Organization functions
fully to fulfill the sacred mission the first
Zaglembie survivors persevered and set out to
achieve.
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This, in addition to the daily activity and the
various scheduled events as traditionally carried
out by the Organization. We aim at integrating
third generation survivors,as well.

At the general assembly of the Organization, to
take place on the New Year's Eve, organization
members will receive a report relating to the
targets set, the targets achieved, our designated
policy and work procedures that we have
established.

We will elect new institutions that will continue
our commemoration project that has brought
pride to Zaglembie Jewry.

From this platform, I call upon Organization
second and third generation members to land a
hand whether through action, advice, donation or
member fee.

Wishing you a happy and Kosher holiday,

Dov Pnini,
Leading team Chairperson
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Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration
Valley in the Modiin Memorial Site, there are
still places left for personal commemorations of
family members that were perished during the
Shoa. One engraved line of commemoration in
black marble cost 150$. Those who wish to

commemorate their beloved ones may contact:

jshimshon@gmail.com
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Zagtebie World Organization, 23
Frishman St., Tel Aviv 63561, Israel
For contributions: Bank Leumi of

Israel, branch No. 783,
account No. 34600/62
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