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The grave stone of Rabbi Jacob Nathan Maytlis in Bendzin
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H. N. Bialik at the kindergarten in Bendzin in 1930
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Helmbrechts - the memorial stone for the Jewish Girls
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troche musztry... Tak wiec w scbotnie popciudnie
lokator =z gdbry (pan Hochcajt?) zbiega:r w
kalescnach 1 przeganiat dzieciaki, bo nawet
zdrzemnaé sie nie mdég: po cobiedzie. Byta tez
mrodziez zydowska w ruchu komunistycznym, ale
tego sie tylko domyslano, ze ten czy tamten ma do
czynienia z “bibula”. Faktem Jjest, 2ze piosenki
rewolucyjne, Jjak “Mioty w dion, kujmy bron,
miotnie stal, czerwone iskry w dal...” 1 inne
znam 2z lat dziecinstwa w moim kochanym dawnym
miasteczku. Mielismy rdéwniez wspaniaty zydowski
klub pitki noznej “Samson”, znany w Polsce, w
ktérym Szmulek Szulimowicz czesto whijat
przeciwnikom gole, po czym podrzucanc go do gory,
a w przerwie meczu jadl soble cytryne jak chleb,
co czapamietatam, bo mnie na ten widok zawsze
cierpty zeby.

No i mielidmy, wprawdzie =z miodziezy =z cale]
Polski, ale w naszym Modrzejowie - kibuc - jak
myémy go wtedy nazywali, lecz tutaj mnie wszyscy
poprawiajg i méwia “hachszara”, czyli przygo-
towanie mtodziezy przed wyjazdem do &wczesne]
Palestyny. Nasz kibuc byt chtopcy 1
dziewczeta w nim bylli przewaznie =z Polski
wschedniej, ale byli i miejscowi. Bardzo ciezko
pracowali, 2zyli w komunie, w wielkiej biedzie i
wyrzeczeniach, lecz ze wspaniala wizja. Sposrdd
naszej miodziezy niektérzy istotnie zdazyli
wyjechac. Niektérzy Jjuz teraz nie zyja, inni sa

duzy,
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starszymi panami 1 paniami. Ale wiekszoSC poszia
w ostatnia droge razem =z rodzicami, wzglednie
zgineli w hitlerowskich obozach koncentracyjn-
ych. Nie zawsze bez walki. Ale to sa juz dzieje
wojny, =zagtady 1 Dbohaterstwa. A Jja chciatam
przypomnieé moje miasteczko 2zywe, przeciez Zydzi
nie tylke gineli w kacetach; oni przedtem zyli i
dziatali, tworzyli, byli spoleczenstwem kwitna-
cym, aktywnym. Miell wydarzenia wpaniate, oraz
takze $mieszne, dobre i zle. Zyli. I to chce
przypomniec.

Wznowilismy wspdiprace z Ekspresem
Zagiebiowskim

Zwigzek Zydéw Zagiebia od lat dostarczal popula-—
rnemu czascpismu “Ekspres Zagiebiowski” materi-
aty z przesziosci :zydowskie] ludnos$ci Zagiebia.
“Ekspres” nie tylko chetnie publikowat nasze
materiaty, lecz staral sie réwniez o zamies-
zczanie licznych opracowan historycznych pidra
autordw miejscowych.

Przed niedawnym czasem otrzymalismy od redaktor-—
éw “Ekspresu Zagiebiowskiego”, pahstwa Kazimiery
i Jana Zielinskich list w sprawie nadsylania
dalszych materialéw =z dziejow Zyddw Zagitebia,
ktére Redakcja pragnie nadal publikowad.

Nalezy dodacd, 2e Redakcja w styczniu br potwie-
rdzita odbiér pilerwszej porcji naszych materia-

1é6w. W miedzyczasie wybralidmy 1 przetiumaczyli
na jezyk polski historyczne publikacje' o poczat-
kach zydowskiego osadnictwa w  Bedzinie, oraz o
poczatkach ksztattowania sie Gminy Zydowskiej w
Sosnowcu. W styczniu materialty te zostaiy wysitane
do Redakcjli w Zagiebiu. Od razu réwniez
zabralisdmy sie do pracy nad wybraniem 1 oddaniem
do tiumaczenia na polski materiatdw ¢ znacznych w
dziejach Zydéw Zagtebia osobistodciach.

Mamy nadzieje, Ze wznowliona wspdipraca z Redakt-
orami “Ekspresu Zagtebiowskiego”, ktdérzy otworz-
yli tamy swege pisma na przypomnienie wkiadu
zydowskich obywateli Zagiebia w rozwd] tego
regionu Polski bedzie rozwijac sie pozytywnie.
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Ratujmy wspomnienia - Save the memories
NINIITH NN 198N

MEODZIEZ MOJEGO MIASTECZKA
Anna Cwiakowska, Tel-Aviv

““kinder jurn, zise szejne blumen

wos zind gekumen mir in majn zikuren...
“"Miode lata - kwiaty me wspaniale,

Co W pamieci moje] zamieszkaty...”

Cytata z popularne]j zydowskiej piosenki chce
okrasi¢ tych kilka zdan o miejscu moich miodych,
szkolnych lat, o pewnym matym miasteczku, moze
troche innym od tych, o jakich Spiewaja zydowskie
piosenki - jak Beklz Czy Baranowicze, lub Stuck,
bo leza*o na zachodzie Polski, W samym
historycznym “Tréjkacie trzech cesarzy” (“Drei
Keiser Ecken”), w punkcie, w ktérym rozdzielaty
sie trzy zabory niemiecki - do Mystowic,
austriacki - w strone Niwki, Jezora, oraz
rosyjski - w kierunku na Sosnowiec.

A moje “sztejtl”, stawne przejazdem Napolecna i
niskim, biatym domkiem Federowiczéw, w ktérym
francuski cesarz podobno nocowat, przycupneto
sobie na samym zlaczu owych trzech =zaboréw, w
efekcie czego nasi Zydzi méwili czterema jezykami

zydowskim, polskim, rosyjskim, i niemieckim.
Nazywalo sie to  moje kechane miasteczko
Modrzejdéw, Zydzi méwili "Mondrzew”, a hitlerowcy
przemianowali je na “Modrow”. Potem nazwa zostata
W ogble wymazana, bo Modrzejéw stal sie dzielnica
Sosncwca, jako tak Zzwany Sosnowiec IV.

Dla mnie pozostato jednak na zawsze Modrzejowem,
Z cailym Jjego dawnym krajobrazem, z pompa zelazna
na srodku ryneczku, z domami “wysokimi” wokél
rynku, bo az na dwa pietra.

Zawsze, gdy stysze piosenke o Baranowiczach, w
ktére jest zdanie “wen ich zej reb Nisaten in
sztiwetech cerisene, derman ich zijch bald...”
(Gdy widze pana Niseta w podartych cholewach,
przypominam sobie od razu...”) - w mojej wyobra-
Zni, na diwiek tych siéw pojawia sie reb Iciele.
Musiatam byé jészcze wtedy bardzo mata, bo nie
pamietam jego nazwiska i potem go Jjuz chyba nie
widywatam, zapewne umari. Reb Iciele by* niski i
chodzit wtasnie w takich “sztiwetech”, jakkol-
wiek nie podartych, bo byt dosyé¢ zamozny jak na
modrzejowskie stosunki, miak chyba jakas$ kamien-
iczke czke, nie pamietam juz. W kazdym razie
kojarzy mi sie ta postaé¢ z moim miasteczkiem.

Bytam tam po wojnie pare razy, lecz znalazlam
niewiele, przy czym drgnetoby moje serce, jakko-
lwiek teraz kursuje tam nawet tramwaj i duzo sie
zmienito pod wzgledem rozwoju. . Ale nie ma Juz
Zydéw, nie ma tej barwnoséci, ruchliwosci, czasem
denerwujacej, niekiedy wzruszajacej. W mojej
wyobrazni miasteczko wyglada jak za dawnych
czasdw, ale gdy =zawiozlam tam mitodych Izrael-
czykéw, t.zw. “sabry”, urodzonych w Izraelu, zeby
pokaza¢ im miasteczko, szkole, stary cmentarzyk,
ktéry byt tak bardzo Zapuszczony, a staraniem
Zydéw Modrzejowa i sasiedniej Niwki zostal

9 'ny

pieknie odrestaurowany i - oddany w opieke Urzedu
Miasta Sosnowca, oraz Zwiazku Zydéw Zagiebia w
Izraelu - utrzymywany jest w porzadku; gdy
chciatam im pokazaé dawna bdzniczke, potem
zamieniong na kuznie, stars grusze, pod ktéra
bawilismy sie w “ztodziei i policjantéw”, oraz
zastanawialismy sie, jak dotrzeé¢ do “wielkich
skarbéw” pod nig zakopanych, izraelskie “sabry”

nie kryty rozczarowania: - “Po CoO nas tu
przywiozias, tu niczege nie mal!” - Istotnie nie
byto juz tych ludzi, ktérzy nadawali sens zyciu
zydowskiego Spoteczenstwa, zag wazniejszych

obiektéw historycznych moja miedcina nigdy nie
miata.

A1TTINA T 013
Jewish youngsters in Modrzejow

Dlatego pragne ocalié od zapemnienia to, co byto
— Zydowska miodzie? miasteczka Modrzejéw, ktére
kipiato zyciem, =z miodziezg wspaniala, gteboko
ideowa, zaangaZowans i aktywna w licznych zydow-
skich organizacjach politycznych (do wielu pols-—
kich organizacji Zydéw nie przyjmowano), w towa-
rzystwach spolecznych i kulturalnych. Srednie
pokolenie “nie zajmujace sie polityka”, intere-

sowato sie natomiast bardzo kultura zydowska, w
wielu domach diugo Jeszcze po  spektaklach
objazdowych teatréw i teatrzykéw  Zydowskich

Spiewano arie i piosenki z tych programéw. W ten
sposéb ja znam arie z opery “Szulamit”, stare
kotysanki zZydowskie, wiele popularnych piosenek
zydowskiego folkloru miejskiege. Wréémy jednak do
miodziezy. Aktywna byta organizacja Poalej Cyjon.
Pamietam wieczne spory, stale jako$s wedrowano w
tej organizacji od jej lewicy do prawicy; byli
Rewizjonisdci, byt skrajnie odmienny Szomer
Hacair, no i by* Hanoar Hacijoni, wiecznie
przeganiany z jednego miejsca w drugie, jako, ze
gtownie skupial dzieci szkolne, a dzieci - jak to
dzieci, chciaty tanczyé Hore, épiewad gtosno,

1Mo n Nwi?w ni'g
The Three Empires Comer




Information

Congratulations!
“Mazl tov” to our brothers and sisters in Montreal!
More than 120 Holocaust survivors gathered on last October to celebrate
the 40" anniversary of the founding of the Association of Zaglembie Jews
of Montreal.
“We organized the association to maintain our heritage”, said
association president Charles Wolbromsky. “Our part of Poland
had a rich Jewish tradition that spanned several hundred years. We
lost thousands of family and friends. However we survived and our
children maintain our Jewish tradition.”
The association is a great supporter of Israel with its funding of the
Shaare Zedek Hospital in Jerusalem. Technion University in Haifa,
the Beit Halochem Institute, the Jewish National Fund and local
Montreal Jewish institutions.
The association has written a history of the Zaglembie Jewish
community which is available at the Jewish Public Library and the
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem.
(Appeared in “Montreal News”, November 1998)

55 Years Later
On 12 August, 1998, in the Jewish cemetery i Zawiercie, an unveiling
ceremony took place of a memorial tombstone for the town's 130 Jews who
were murdered by the Nazis when the ghetto was evacuated in August
1943 and were buried there in a mass grave.
Only recently did we receive word of this mass grave. Evidence was found
in the testimony of Schultz, the deputy commander of the Gestapo in
Zawiercie during his trial in Hamburg.
The ceremony took place in presence of a small group of Zaglembians and
their families. The erection of the memorial was supported by Zawiercie
Jews who organized the renovation of the cemetery from Isracl, with the
financial help of Jews from Zawiercie In Israel and other parts of the world.

Hanukkah Party - Three Generations on Stage

by Salla Hoberfeld (Zauberman)
Our traditional Hanukkah Party took place this year on the night of the
second candle, and as usual, Zaglembians of a number of generations
participated.
The Hershkowitz family took the lead in the artistic part of our program.
Beni Hershkowitz, one of the involved second-generation members,
organized musical riddles, as his dauyzhter, Dina, sat at the piano and his
wife, Mira ,gave an enjoyable performance of songs in Yiddish. Rozhka
Kutner recited Hanukkah poems which she wrote in Yiddish.
Four cute grandchildren of Zaglembie survivors put on a dance
performance, which they choreographed themselves, to jazz music.
As one who has been taking part in these festivities for many years, I
wished to note that this time, the atmosphere was special. We are very sorry
that more members could not join in the festivities because the tickets sold
out very quickly.
Thank you to all the members who contributed presents for the lottery and
thank you from the bottom of my heart to the younger generation who
made such an effort in the organizing of the evening and contributed so
much to its success.

Rosner Tailor-shops

People who worked during the Nazi time in the ghettos of
Dombrowa, Bendzin, and Sosnowiec at the Rosner Tailor-shops
can apply for a monthly social security payment from the German
government.

The address of the institution handles these things:

German Retirement Consulting Agency:

croland@ameritech.net

6459 Redington Drive

Ada, MI 49301

telephone - 1-800-999-6040

‘ Dr. Avihu Ronen Lecture
On the evening of February 18, we all gathered in the Partisans Hall in Tel

Aviv to hear Dr. Avihu Ronen's talk on the topic of : "The Part Played by

Zaglemnbian Youth Groups in the Resistance Against Nazism" .

The lecture was fascinating and shed new light on the conditions and
constraints imposed on the underground activists.

Dr. Ronen, a historian, is Director of the Conceptual Division of Beit
Lochamey Hagethaot (the Ghetto Fighters Home) and is also a second
generation Zaglembian himself, the son of Haika Klinger, may she rest in
peace, who was a member of the Hashomer Hatzair and active in the
resistance movement.

Tu’ Bishvat Plantings

By Ayala Avidov (Shlezinger)
On a sunny winter Friday moming, we all met at the memorial area in
Modiin. We were a few dozen members of the Organization of Zaglembie
Jews, representing all generations, and had come for the planting ceremony
and a picnic.
We have continued the planting custom, which was initiated last year, and
we sec it as another brick in the Jewish Zionist tradition of Zaglembie
Jewish Communities. This is a part of the heritage which has an Eretz-Isracl
nature, because planting means to put down roots, to grow and develop in
our own homeland!
Abraham Green greeted all the participants and, to the youngsters, he
explained the findamental tie between those present, those living in
various parts of Isracl, and their parents, and grandparents who lived in the
past in a different place entirely - in Zaglembie.
Itzhak Greengrass congratulated David Kleiman on his eightieth birthday,
in commemoration of which his family and friends brought 150 seedlings
to plant around the memorial site.
Two third-generation young girls, Lilach Avidov and Gal Greenberg,
recited extracts from the Tu’-Bishvat Hagaddah.
After the ceremony, we all planted the young seedlings with great hopes. ...
Finally (it wouldn't be possible to do all that without a little "nash"), we
tasted of dried fruit, in honor of Tu’ Bishvat, thanks to Salla Hoberfeld and
the Organization. We also brought hot drinks, cakes and pies and had a
wonderful day.
See you there next year!

Internet
About 250 families from the Zaglembie vicinity are looking for
family members in a large Internet site in California called the
Jewish Family Finder.
http:/www jewishgen.org/jgff/jgffweb htm

Personal Commemorations
We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial site, there are still places left for personal commemorations of
family members that were killed in the Holocaust. One engraved line of
commemoration in black marble costs $150. Those who wish to
commemorate their beloved ones$ can contact the organization.

We are honored to invite you

to a Memorial Service
on "Yom Hashoa"

"Memorial Holocaust Day"

April 13, 1999 16:00
at '"Yad Hazikaron'' - Zaglembie Jews Memorial Site"
in Modiin

Jews of Zaglembie and their families are invited
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Dear _Lellow aglembians,

We are pleased to offer you the fourth edition of “Zaglembier Zeitung.”
We remind you that this newsletter is for all of us, and we would like you to
take an active part in it.

We wish the Jews of Zaglembie and their families in Isragl, and throughout
the world, a happy and kosher Passover.

“he Lditors

010N 121N qWI3 MITRIT W wn T N2
Girls dance at the Hanukkah party 1998

The Third Generation
by Abraham Green

Remember and not forget. This is the command imposed upon us the
survivors, remaining after the Holocaust in which one third of our nation,
the Jewish people, was destroyed. This is a command of conscience and of
morals, that we carry with us and in its shadow we act.

And, we have done many things to commemorate the Jewry of Zaglembie.
We have erected tombstones, published books, documented our loved ones
in pictures and video tapes, planted forests for the martyrs of Zaglembie
including an impressive memorial site.

Zaglembie survivors themselves also added to these memorials by
publishing their memoirs, articles and films. :
Recently, Naftali Feder published his book, "I Met People" , in which he
tells his story since he left his city of birth, Sosnowiec, after the war, to the
Russian side, and how he came to Israel and eventually served as the
Deputy Chairman of the Israeli Parliament.

Manus Diamant, bom in Katowice, published a book about his part in the
Eichman capture. We have also recently seen Tzpi Reivenbach's
appreciated film "Three Sisters", in which she related the story of her
mother and two aunts, of the Steinitz family from Czeladz.

But memorials are not sufficient We must transmit the heritage of
Zaglembie Jewry to the future generations. Not only to the second
generation, but also to the following generations, and all posterity, as it is
written in the Scriptures, "to each generation and generation. .."

Second-generation activists, those belonging to the "generation of
continuation", recently have increased the scope of their activities and now
are involved in all the areas of actions.

In the Organization Secretariat, engaged in the computerization of names of
Zaglembians in Israel and abroad, establishing an Intemet site for Jews of

Zaglembie origin, publishing a biannual pamphiet containing information
for Zaglembians, and in organization of events such as the memorial
conventions on Tisha’a Be’Av at Nachlat Tzhak and on the Holocaust
Memorial Day in Modiin,

In addition, this group is also active in the Cultural Committee which
organizes lectures and films for organization members, organizing the
Hanukkah party and guided tours to Zaglembie, Poland, among other
activities.

Yes, it is true that lately we have a second generation that we, the original
members, can be proud of and we would like to hope that their ranks grow:

Now it is time for our grandchildren, the members of the third generation.
Although some of them have made the trip to Zaglembie and Auschwitz
and have written of their experiences, but these are only a minority. We
must find the path to their hearts and their will, so that more and more
young people of the third and fourth generation will show interest in the
Holocaust.

We have many ideas and plans for these youngsters such as; lectures on the
history of Jewry in Poland in general and Zaglembie irt particular, grants for
research and works on the Holocaust, planting trees on Tu’ Bishvat,
organized and subsidized trips on a "Roots Tour" in Zaglembie, and many
others.

We hope that we find the way to reach the hearts of the third and fourth
generation successfully on these important topics and thus we will ensure
the continuity of the beautiful heritage of the Zaglembian J EWTY.

May it be.
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The Szofiel family

Eva Koch of Olkuse is looking for any information regards the Szofiel
family.
Hinda Szofiel b. 1883 in Bukovno. Hawa Szofiel b. 1884 in
Bukovno. Lojla Szofiel b. 1890 in Olkuse. Kopel Szofiel b. 1896

in Olkuse + Rywka. Matka Szofiel b. 26.6.1913. Rubin Szofiel b.
9.10.1916 + Pesil, Yehijel. Szaja Zyskind b. 18.2. 1918,

(Eva Koch tl. 0048-35-6433337 fax: 0(48-35-643-1909).
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