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Dear friends,

Two weeks have passed since our return from the special and formative journey to
Poland.
| am thrilled and excited from your warm words and appreciation following the journey.

The e-mails you have sent filled me with joy, satisfaction and pride. It is amazing how in such a short
time, 65 people from Israel and abroad became a warm and close family.

| felt it during our journey. Your warm words only intensified these strong feelings.
The good spirit you have all brought with you to the journey created excitement and closeness that
we have shared during our time in Poland.

| hope these new bonds of friendship will continue the physical distance.

The motif of the journey was to bring the tradition and memories of our ancestors to all, and | believe
this goal has been achieved. The respect for the past and its memories help us to learn more, to
cherish and remember the lost culture of Zaglembia, who the Nazis tried to eliminate during the
Holocaust.

Saying all this, | must admit this is not enough. Our vision to promote our message about the tradition
of our ancestors to the next generation is a top priority.

Our organization will do the best it can to fulfill this important goal.

| hope that you will visit Israel soon. We will be more than happy to meet you and strengthen the
friendship we have established.

Sincerely, Yours
Menachem Lior (liwer) Chairmen

It has been my first time to join the Zagtebie Delegation in Bedzin. Nearly a month later, looking back
at the photos from this event | am still deeply touched and happy that | could join you.

It has been a very special day for me for many reasons. First of all of the people. All of them have
unique stories to tell. Also the story of my family — the Laudon's — is no different. Could you imagine
that only recently — one and half year's ago - | have found the links to my ancestor's Jewish past? My
Grandfather who stayed in Poland after the WWII has never shared a single information about the
pre-war times.

Now many years after his death we are trying to find the missing pieces and links. It is truly
remarkable to see that so many of you are deeply involved in maintaining the memory of our parents,
grandparents and the Jewish community. Also it has been a great opportunity to meet some of my
cousins for the first time.

Then there are the places. For years | passed the places in Bedzin, Zarki and Czestochowa without
having any clue about their connection with my family's story. Events such as this allowed me to find
places which meant a lot to my ancestors.

This event brought me the feeling of continuity and
emplacement. It made me feel that not everything
disappears in the fog of the history.

| would like to thank on behalf of myself and my
parent's to all the people involved in the organization
of this event. Hope to see you next year!

Best regards
Jakub Lewandowski
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history. Where is your father from, how did
they live, how did they feel, and what did
they do in their everyday life? Feeling
enlightened my girlfriend and | left Bedzin
feeling emotionally richer.

On Friday | saw some of the historic places
in Krakow and we ended our day with a tour
guide in the Jewish quarter, who showed us
around the area and in the ghetto, which
made great impact.

Sunday, our last day, we joined the group for
Auschwitz-Birkenau. I've always wanted to
see this place so | could try to grasp, what
actually tore my family apart and what they
must have felt. This was a very emotional
experience, but also extremely informative.
Before you go there, you cannot imagine this
kind of construction. No person can
understand what this place is by only looking
at pictures - which is why | am so happy |
decided to see this place. All the reading and
teaching in schools about this place cannot
match the atmosphere and sadness you feel
in your body and mind, when you place your
feet in Birkenau. | cannot believe the horror
that happened there, but it is so important to
see that place in order to understand Jewish
history, and even more important for me to
understand my father and mother’s behavior.

Dear Journey Companions,

Just a month ago we were in the middle of
our heart felt journey in Poland. Over the
past two weeks i have spent some 'quality
time' reflecting on our trip. Here is the results
of my efforts.

| am so honored to have been able to share
trip and thsi reflection with you all. | truly
hope that this is just one of the many times
that we ¢ an find ways to build community
around our shared love of our families from
Zaglembie, Poland...... Zaglembie Lives!!!

| am most grateful to those folks who have
helped us in our research efforts. | have
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listed many of them at the boton of my
reflections. | hope that we can all make a
plan on how help them financially to continue
their efforts on our behalf.....Below is just one
So many questions are still unanswered, but
this tour helped me get one step closer to
understanding my father and my family’s
history, which | am so happy to be able to
experience with this group and share with my
better half, Camille.

| also got the chance to meet Iseec and his
children again, as well as other Jews and
hear their incredible stories; Jews being
smuggled out of German camps beneath the
bread wagon, Jews whose grandfathers
survived Auschwitz and Jews living in
Canada with family from Poland. Every story
makes an enormous impact, and | think the
stories of Jews and our eagerness to learn
and know more about our family history is
what bind us together.

Thank you for being so kind, warm and open-
minded towards me and my girlfriend during
these two amazing days together with the

group.

Toda raba,
Daniel & Camille, Denmark

example of how the efforts of many have
helped me to begin to recreate some of the
connections of the Szpiegelman family in
Zaaglembie...Thank you all.

Best Wishes,
Rick Feldman
Bronx, New York




My experience with Zaglembia tour in Poland

Daniel Opler

My name is Daniel, | am 26 years old and |
am from Denmark. | was informed of this tour
by Iseec Opler, and there was no doubt that |
did not want to miss this great opportunity,
and bring my girlfriend, so both of us could
learn more about my father’s family history
which derives from Bedzin, Poland.

We joined the group on Thursday the 7% in
Sosnowiec and again on Sunday the 10" in
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

As with many other European Jews, my
family was greatly affected by the holocaust,
which meant that the size of my family
almost vanished. My father lost his two
siblings before he was born, and due to the
horror that | imagine his mother and father
must have experienced after losing their two
children, whose life was taken away just after
6 and 4 years, | know very little about my
father’s family, as these horrific scenarios
that took place can silence any human being.

~
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Therefore, as time has passed, and growing
up greatly affected by the holocaust, | began
to show more interest in my family history.
Today, | am so lucky that Iseec, which | met
only 3 years ago, is doing such great and
passionate work, by diving into our family
history, which provides our whole family with
detailed insights into our history and family
tree. Thank you.

On my first day of the tour in Sosnowiec, |
was lucky to experience the graveyard of my
grandfather, great-grandfather and great-
grandmother. On the same day, | was even
more lucky to visit the exact street and place
where my family lived in Bedzin. When | got
to the place, where my father lived, | by
complete chance met my father’s friend from
his childhood, who still lives at the exact
same place. He recognized me immediately
and was so kind to me. He showed me
around and we took some pictures. Standing
and looking at the apartment my father used
to live in before he moved to Denmark as a
political refugee, he suddenly insisted on
taking us inside, where my father and his
mother and father lived after the second
world war. Before the war, my father’s family
owned the whole block of apartments, but
after the war everything was taken from
them, and all they came home to was one
apartment with two rooms.

My father’s friend knocked on the door and
luckily we were invited inside. Entering this
apartment, which I've never seen any
pictures of or heard anything about, was one
of the most emotional and authentic
experiences in my whole life. After 2 or 3
minutes my eyes started watering and
gratefully | said thank you and we left. For
some reason this experience struck me
harder than | imagined, and | think this was a
sign of the hunger that you feel as a human
being to know about your ancestors and their
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Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration
Valley in the Modiin Memorial Site, there are

still places left for personal commemorations of
family members that were perished during the ﬁ’:?:’?:ﬂ‘ nbl’
Shoa. One engraved line of commemoration in WOOWT IV NI °12 2WADI WY NN
black marble cost 150$. Those who wish to IRXIT 2OV wAnnh X''N2 PAIRT 7R3
commemorate their beloved ones may contact: 5"RIT7 DADWI WADAT DY OvTIT
jshimshon@gmail.com
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For contributions: Bank Leumi of
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