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Passover is around the corner, so to speak. It symbolizes our nation's moving out of slavery and into freedom. In the
dark ages of the holocaust, that was the time the heroic rebellion in the Warsaw Ghetto broke out, on 19 April 1943.
This rebellion stands for the fighters' heroism, who sacrificed their lives on the altar of our dignity as a people and it
will remain in our collective memory as such for generations to come.

The people of Zaglembia took part in an uprising as well by killing two Germans; an action which broke into an all
out combat while the Bedzin Ghetto was annihilated in 1943. The kibbutz members taking part in the battle all died
but their sacrifice has not been in vain.

Those who survived the Shoa — Holocaust who came to Israel got together in the intention to conserve the memory
of the Zaglembia communities.

Our organization has undergone a few changes lately. Abraham Green, who was our chairperson for many years,
resigned and I was chosen in his place. I wish to thank Abraham for a long and fruitful activity. The organization
had thrived under his wand and became one of the biggest among Holocaust survivors' organizations in Israel.

I use this floor to thank the members who have given me their trust and chose me. I promise to devote my energy
and ability in pursuing their trust in me.

Another development in our organization lies in the change in the generations that have taken the lead. The first
generation is growing thinner and second and third generation survivors take up their role in the lead.

We should continue our efforts in attracting the new generations into activity and involvement in our community.
What was natural and passionate in the first generation needs to be bestowed on the followers.

I wish to direct and share our activities and efforts with our friends living abroad.

I wish to send A Happy Pesach Greeting to all our members. Let's hope the organization goes on thriving and
getting stronger and work diligently and decisively to commemorate the memory of the Zaglembia Jewry.

Be blessed and strong,
Menachem Lior(Liwer)
Chairman

Uprising in Bedzin

On 19, April 1943, a rebellion, that was to become a symbol of courage, broke out in the Warsaw Ghetto. Its
leaders were a handful of young men who decided to fight the Germans against all odds, knowing they had nil
chances of winning.

Their bravery has been told many times over in books and articles, but we ought to know that there were other
places in Poland where youth from various movements decided to resist the Nazi animal.

One of those cities was Bedzin in Zaglembia, where the Jews of the city built bunkers believing that was how they
were going to survive the war. On a farm in Srodula and a kibbutz in Kamionka underground bunkers were built as
well. When the Germans destroyed the ghetto in August 1943, the fate of the people in the farm bunker was left
unknown.

The only place where there was an uprising was the Kamionka kibbutz, where it started on the fourth day of the
deportation. And that is how Renia Kukielka described the event in her book:

"Suddenly, Baruch Gaftek — the commander of the underground in Bedzin — heard German voices in the yard.
Being sure that their hiding place had been uncovered all h wanted was to at least see revenge, and without giving it
a second thought through the crack in the wall. "Let us make them fall with us before they discover us." He said.
The bullets did not miss their targets and two powerful German bodies fell to the ground.

The members hold weapons, ready to fight. Frumka calls them to shoot, to the sound of which many Germans show
up. Shots from within the bunker drive the Germans mad as they carry their friends' bodies away. They cannot
comprehend that there are Jews who ask to have a fight with them and they bombard the house with grenades,
which sets it on fire. Shouts and curses from the Germans and cries of the fighters from within the bunker fill the
air. And then all became silent."

Thus, ends the chapter on the Bedzin uprising.

Menachem Lior. member of the Bedzin undereround.
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Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration
Valley in the Modiin Memorial Site, there are still
places left for personal commemorations of
family members that were perished during the
Shoa. One engraved line of commemoration in
black marble cost 150$%. Those who wish to
commemorate their beloved ones may contact:
jshimshon@gmail.com.
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