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Bedzin
Sosnhowiec
Dabrowa Gornica
Zawiercie
Czeladz
Slawkow
Wolbrom
Chrzanow
Dandowka
Golonag
Grodziec
Kazimierz
Klimontow
Ksawera
Kromolow
Lagisza
Maczki
Milowice
Modrzejéw
Niemce
Niwka
Olkusz
Oswiecim
Piaski
Progbka
Siewierz
Strzemieszyce
Trzebinia
Wojkowice
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Shanna Tova ! Happy New Year !

NRIYN 718 70 D2RD DN (') YT naanar 'wimpt (ot T A"vwn anivn or
T712 I'Mn — 7RY 10N MAYE 70N 071 - IRNY2
Yom Hashoa, 2013, Memorial to Zaglebie Martyrs, Modiin, (L) Matthew Gould - British Zagérze

Ambassador to Israel, Collete Avital — chairperson of the main umbrella group for
Holocaust survivors in Israel

Zabkowice
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70 Years Since the Extermination of the Zaglembie Jewish
Communities, Poland

25th Anniversary of the Memarial to the Zaglembie Jewish
Communities, Israel
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A1 the beginning of the Second World War, approximately 100,000
Jaws lived i the lownships of the Zaglembie Region in south-west
Poland. The large ghetios in Bendzin and Sosnowiec were eliminated on
August 1943, and the remainig:lg Jews weare transported to Auschwitz,
Thus, the Jewish communities of Zaglembie ceased to exist,

The Zaglembie World Organization - Milestones

Summer 1952 - The Ashes Memonial to the Zaglembie Jewish Communities is
estabished in Machlat Yitzhak Cemetery.

May 1978 - Linification of all organizations and establishment of the Zaglembie
World Organization,

Summer 1885 - 10,000 trees are planted in the Zaghembie Martyrs Forest in

Madiin area

| Yom Hashoah 1988 - Inauguration of the Zaglernbie Memorial Site - Yad
| Harzikanon, in the Zaglernbie Martyrs Forest, in the presence of 2,000
Holocaust sunvivors from all over the world.

August 1988 - First delegation of 140 Holocaust surivors to Zaglembie
Opening ceremany of the rencvated Jewish cemetery in Czeladz

October 1987 - The first Zaglembie Newsletter is published

October 2002 - A street in Tel-Aviv is named after the Zaglembie Communities.
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August 2013 is the 70" anniversary of the destruction of Zagtembia’s two largest ghettos:
Srodula in Sosnowiec and Kamionka in Bedzin. The final remaining Jews in these ghettos
were transported to Auschwitz in August 1943.

This year, we mark 25 years since the unveiling of the Memorial of Zagtebie Jewry in
Modyi’in.

We decided to commemorate these two events with a unique item — a special
commemorative stamp sheet designed by Liora Kolton (Kantor). The sheet was issued for
us by the Israel Post (Doar Israel), and it will be attached to the forthcoming newsletter.

The stamp sheet mentions formative events in the organization’s history including the first
delegation to Poland in 1988, which included 140 Zagtebian Jews. In that trip we visited
the vicinity of the Warsaw Ghetto, the Jewish quarter of Krakow, and Auschwitz-Birkenau.
In Zagtebie we visited several cities and towns where Jewish communities had once
existed, and held an emotional ceremony at the cemetery, which had been renewed by
Moniek Stawsky, who was born in Czeladz. Since that trip, all our groups to Zagtebie
begin their tour with a ceremony at this very well-maintained cemetery.

Upon 70 years since the destruction of the ghettos, the mayor of Bedzin invited us for a
memorial service in memory of the former Jewish community. The ceremony will take
place on August 25 in Bedzin, and several organization members will attend.

We wish the Jews of Zagtebie in Israel and throughout the world a happy New Year!

Abraham Green - Chairman of the Zaglebie World Organizatio

We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in Modiin Memorial Site, there are still places
left for personal commemorations of family members that perished in the Holocaust. Those who
wish to commemorate their beloved ones. blease contact: ishimshon@amail.com

From the British ambassador's speech at the memorial service in Modiin...

The Problem with talking about the
Holocaust is that language does not have
words that can adequately describe it. All
the words that can be used have been
used. And even they didn't do the job.
They didn’t convey enough the scale of
the murders; or the sum total of the
sadness; or the size of the fear. All the
ceremonies and all the monuments and all
the museums fail when set against the
enormity of the Holocaust.

Sometimes, | wonder if the words mask
the reality rather than describe it. For
those who were not there, who can ever
feel the pain of six million victims?
Perhaps talking about six million victims
protect us from feeling the pain of just one
victim.

Sometimes | feel that if we want people to
remember the Holocaust, and if we want
people to honor the memory of the victims
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then we need to give them a connection
small enough that they can hold it
themselves.

For me, it was the photograph of the small
Jewish boy standing humiliated at the
front of his classroom, mocked by his own
teacher. That could have been me. It
could have been my daughter Rachel.

For me, it was the Holocaust survivor we
met at the social club in Bnei Brak, who
was asked to give a short speech of
welcome, and felt compelled to tell her
whole story at enormous length, until the
other survivors starting shouting at her;
compelled to tell her story so that
someone might remember it and take it
seriously, before we all forgot it and
stopped believing her.

For me, it was my grandfather, who never
stopped grieving his brothers and sisters
and their families who were slaughtered.



To all those here who work for welfare of
survivors, the organizations and the
families, let me say this — thank you. You
fulfill a sacred duty. We owe it to those
who survived the Holocaust to make sure
that they now live in comfort, dignity and
justice.

That is why | launched an appeal to the
UK's Jewish community to raise funds for
a network of social clubs around Israel for

Today, in a way that the citizens of Israel
know so well, we stand here in this place
at this time in the knowledge that there
can be no identity and no security without
a sense of history.

Today we give evidence to the truth that a
society is woven out of the strands of
collective memory. And that each new
generation stands in a place such as this
and learns anew how freedom was fought

survivors. We have now raised $2m, and for and the cost at which it was won.

will be setting up 18 clubs with our
partners the Foundation for the Benefit of
Holocaust Victims, and the Joint.

Today we affirm that memory is the best
guardian of liberty.

To the survivors here, let me say this -
thank you. We owe you an unimaginable
debt. Because you have fulfilled a sacred
duty. You have ensured that we will not
forget. You have made certain that the
awful stories of what happened have been
written, and that those books will be read,
and that each new generation will learn
their lessons.

Today we remember the debt we owe to
you, and to those who died. It is an act of
thanks by the present to the past —
perhaps the only gift the living can give to
the dead. Today we make space by way
of public silence to hear the call across the
years of those who died. .

The Liquidation of Bedzin Ghetto
By: David Klajman

Matthew Gould — British Ambassador to Israel

Our group was set to work clearing out Jewish homes in the ghetto. All of the occupants had been
sent to Auschwitz. After some time, a fresh detail of soldiers was brought in to relieve our guards.
Each soldier took four Jews, a horse-drawn cart and a Polish carter. We piled the carts with Jews’
possessions and took them to a central collection point in Kamionka, where the ghetto warehouses
were located. We made an inventory of furniture, clothing, clocks, housewares, jewelry, electrical
appliances, shoes, bicycles, furs, and light industrial machinery. Every day the piles of belongings
grew higher. Every day they were transported by train to Germany. Polish civilians also helped with
the task of gathering possessions. | remember one of them, Lorenz Volksdeutsch, who arrived at the
ghetto every morning and departed late in the evening.

It was an especially harrowing task for our group of Jews. Apart from the backbreaking work, we
continued to dwell on the fate that awaited the owners of these houses. Occasionally we came
across photographs of our friends, or clothing that we recognized, and we were tormented by the
destruction of their lives, their homes. We also found pictures of well-known rabbis, teachers and
public figures. | was constantly thinking of ways to escape from the ghetto. Sometimes | came
across some hiding places. Once | discovered a doormat that concealed the entrance to a bunker; |
have no words to describe the horror of the scene inside.

German soldiers accompanied us into each house and examined every nook and cranny, instructing
us where to look for jewelry and valuables. We overturned porcelain jugs and pitchers and poked
holes in pillows and mattresses. Jewelry and cash went straight into German pockets. After a while, |
managed to have myself transferred to the warehouses, where | had more contact with people,
including some from outside the ghetto. | was trying to arrange my escape. | met a friend, Simon
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Fayerman, who was a manufacturer. He and his family were in charge of collecting house wares;
porcelain and expensive dinner sets. They sorted and crated them to be shipped to Germany. |
worked alongside them, collecting clocks. There were thousands of them, ranging from small
timepieces to two-meter high grandfather clocks. Three of us worked together; a fourteen- year-old
lad called Moniek Miodownik, from Dagbrowa Gérnicza, where his family was the town bakers,
Joseph Gleitman and |. Racked by furious tears, Moniek smashed clocks every day, sobbing, “This
one’s for my mother, this is for my brother, this is for my grandfather.” | also wanted to smash the
clocks, but | was afraid of getting caught. The Germans shipped out the clocks in trucks that arrived
daily from neighboring towns; Katowice, Bytom and Gliwice.

Once a German officer came to the warehouse. | was told that he was in charge of liquidating the
ghetto. He happened to notice an electric shaver lying on a shelf, a rare and expensive commodity
in those days. He ordered me to wrap it up and tucked it in his pocket. He got into the habit of
visiting the warehouse every week, and whatever caught his eye was wrapped and handed over to
him. | remember packing up a large chandelier taken from a Jewish home in the ghetto and printing
his private address on the wrapper: Hauptmann Pulter Franz, Posner Str. 104 Breslau.

The liquidation of Bedzin-Kamionka ghetto began on August 1%, 1943. Nearly 90% of the Jews were
sent by train to Auschwitz. The rest were rounded up later in small groups and sent in trucks to the
death camp.

Aliyah
By Joseph Welner

My father, Yisrael Welner was born in Valley orchards, and when the Elite

Bedzin, Poland in 1910. factory was founded in 1934, he was hired

as a laborer and in time, was appointed
the manager of the factory’s chocolate
department. Four years after his arrival,
his mother made Aliya on an official

As part of his job as the secretary of Sinai,
the Young Mizrahi Organization in Bedzin,
he read an item of mail addressed to the
organization, concerning a special Aliyah

project, supported by the British Mandate certificate.

government in Eretz Israel. The British In 1939, my father married Rachel, who
issued authorizations to tourists to visit was born in Poland, and had worked as a
Eretz Israel during the first Maccabiah in seamstress in Holland before coming to
1932, in coordination with the leadership Israel, to pay for her certificate to Israel.
of the Jewish settlement. My parents lived in Ramat Gan, where

their three children were born. My oldest
brother was born in 1941, | was born in
1944, and my sister was born in 1951.

After consulting with his mother, he
received her blessing to emigrate to Israel
this way. And indeed, he arrived on
Passover Eve 1932. Although the British
authorization required the tourists to
return to their homeland, it was clear to all
that anyone who was not interested in
returning, would remain in Eretz Israel,
without any British interference.

My father remained here as a “tourist”
until he received his formal certificates.
He found a job working in the Sharon

Yisrael Welner, first from left, Bedzin, 1920s
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