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(L) Dan Shapiro — US Ambassador to Israel and Moshe Zanbar at Yom
HaShoa Memorial service at Yad Hazikaron in Modiin - 2012
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Yahrzeit at Nahalat Yitzhak Cemetery - Tishea Be'Av
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(L) Ambasador Daniel Shpiro & Moshe Zanbar

Shoa survivor Itzhak Turner - 730 prye
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Third gen.: Prof. Shachar Kariv (L), Rabbi Gilad Kariv
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High school students from Zaglebie visiting Israel
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Orchestra in the Gymnasium
By Itzhak Greengras

At the end of WWI, my parents and brother
left Poland and moved to Hanover, Germany,
where | was born. At home, we observed
Jewish traditions. My father fervently wished
to make Aliyah to Israel, especially when the
anti-Semitic incidents started in the 1920s,
but because of the grave events in Israel,
including the events in Hevron, and because
of my sisters’ young ages, my father decided
to leave Germany and meanwhile return to
Bedzin, Poland, where the entire family lived.

| was registered in the Mizrahi School, where
we learned spoken Hebrew and even had the
honor of a visit by the great poet, Haim
Nachman Bialik. My brother David registered
for high school studies at Yavneh, which later
became Furstenberg gymnasium, named
after Shimon Furstenberg, a Jewish
industrialist and philanthropist who donated
the building for the school.

When my grandfather Aharon-Simcha, a Gur
Hasid, learned that my father intended to
send his son to Yavneh, he objected, arguing
that my brother would ultimately leave Jewish
tradition behind. But my father convinced
him, he expiained to him that we all hope and
pray and expect a Jewish state to be
established in Israel. He asked my
grandfather, “And who will run it? Merchants,
craftsmen, and farmers. We need people with
education and knowledge who will be able to
run the country.”

We promised grandfather that we would use
tefilin every day before leaving for school.

| began my high school studies at the
Furstenberg  Gymnasium. It was a
magnificent building with spacious
classrooms, and behind it were fields for
sports matches. We called our teachers
“professors” and they came from all parts of
Poland. In addition to Polish, we studied
Hebrew, German, and Latin. The standard of
education was very high. Classes were co-
ed, and the code of conduct was very strict.
For example, every male student who met a
female classmate on the street had to take of
his hat and greet her. | had an embarrassing
incident regarding this instruction — once |
met a female classmate whom | didn't like

and | didn’t take off my hat to her for this
reason. She complained to my homeroom
teacher, and Prof. Maymin gave me a
punishment — to take off my hat 10 times to
her in the presence of the entire class,
explaining that there was no connection
between conduct and affection.

Every year on Poland’s Independence Day,
we would participate in a parade through the
city’s main streets, and the Polish Army
Orchestra would play for all the schools in
the city’s main square. After the death of
Polish president Marshall Pitsudski, who
was a friend to the Jews, the orchestra no
longer played for us.

The principal of the gymnasium decided to
organize an independent school orchestra.
Pupils from all grades who played a musical
instrument were requested to convene with
the conductor, Berenblatt, who was also the
conductor of the Hacecah Bedzin soccer
team’s band.

Since there was a shortage of pupils who
had a musical education, he also recruited
pupils who simply wanted to learn how to
play. | also joined, following my friend who
was already a member of the orchestra. At
first it was difficult because the conductor
wanted us to be ready for the forthcoming
Independence Day. On Independence Day,
we went out to Kolontaya St. with all the
other bands, and from there, the band
turned left into Matachowski St.. | was so
focused on the sheet music that | didn’t
notice the others, and continued straight
ahead, on my own. Luckily my friend
noticed: He ran after me and brought me
back to the orchestra. | was very
embarrassed about my mistake and it took
me time to get over the incident, but in the
end, | was a member of the orchestra. We
would play for all the pupils in the school’s
Auditorium No. 9.

Those were lovely years. Sadly, most of my
classmates were murdered in the Holocaust.
We, a small group that remained, kept in
touch with each other since then.




Later, this period in August became known
as the “Great Punkt”, named after the round-
up points (“punkt”) and the scale of this
action.

To ensure that the Jews report at the
assembly points, and to dispel their
suspicions, the Germans used subterfuge:
On the previous day, August 11, 700 Jews of
nearby Czeladz were rounded up, their
certificates were stamped by the Gestapo,
and they were then released to their homes.

In his book, “Ir Ha’Metim” (The City of the
Dead), David Liwer cites from the poster that
was issued by the head of the Judenrat in
Bedzin, Haim Molchadsky, on the day before
the assembly:

“Jews, put on your festive attire and hurry
willingly to the assembly site. Make sure
that no one remains at home, because anyone
who stays at home will no longer be able to
remain in Zagtebie.” (p. 73).

Rutka Laskier, age 14, described the arrival
to the assembly site in Bedzin, in her diary,
Rutka’s Notebook : (p.36-37)

“We got up at four o’clock in the morning...
There were thousands of people on the road.
Every once in a while we had to stop, in
order to let the crowed in front of us proceed.
At half past six, we were in place... I looked
beyond the fence and I saw soldiers with
machine guns aimed at the square in case
someone tried to escape (how could you
possibly escape from here?). People fainted,
children cried. In short — Judgment Day”.

David Liwer describes the selection:

“At nine in the evening, the Gestapo arrived.
Everyone who was Class A received a red
stamp in their identity card: “Gestapo
Katowice Office”. At midnight I left the field
of hell. The entire city was enveloped in
darkness and gloom. People trudged along and
sobbed. One cried because he was saved and
another cried over his bitter fate, the loss of
parents, his wife, or his children. That night,
no one could sleep. My parents also remained
on the field of destruction the entire night,
together with the others who were doomed to
deportation; The rain fell  without
interruption...” (p.30)

At the Eichman Trial, Frieda Mazia testified to
the “Punkt” events in Sosnowiec:

“There were about 25,000 people in Sosnowiec
at the time, and all were ordered to come to the
sports field.

We, the youngsters, had a feeling that this was
a trap. We knew that they would do whatever
they wanted when they have us in their hands,
and we already had seen and understood what
they wanted to do with us. At that time, we
already had received news about what was
going on in Auschwitz from a man who had
been there and managed to escape and came
back to die among us... All the Jews
reported... the Germans surrounded them.
Drier was with us...he was the Commissar for
Jewish Affairs with the Katowice Gestapo and
he stood there with a stick that never left his
hand, and he assigned people to death or life,
at his discretion. He separated families,
sending children to one place and their parents
— if they seemed to have potential for work —
to another place. Many of them realized that
they were going to die, they didn’t want to be
apart from their children. And youngsters who
wanted to support their parents in their last
moments also went along.”

The Jews who were fated to be sent to
Auschwitz were concentrated in several
buildings. Since the Germans did not count
those who were being sent to their deaths,
members of the Jewish Resistance
Movement, that was forming at the time,
managed to smuggle many people out of the
site. David Liwer writes that adjacent
Dagbrowa, where they were not as successful
in extracting the Jews, became a city with no
old people, a city of orphans. In the afternoon
of Saturday August 15", the people were
taken to the railroad cars and sent to
Auschwitz,

David Liwer writes about those who remained
in Bedzin after the “Punkt”:

“The first victim of the deportation was Rabbi
Mendel Levine of Bedzin. The physical and
mentor torture that he experienced over the
day and a half in the assembly site
undermined his health. He was tormented by
a sense of remorse and guilt that he had been
tempted to believe the Judenrat and even
persuaded other Jews to report... He was
broken in body and spirit... He used to sit
silently in the entrance to his house, brooding
and absorbed in himself, without making a
sound or responding to anyone, consumed by
sadness and despondency...” (p. 77).

The ghettos of Bedzin and Sosnowiec were
destroyed in August 1943, one year after the
Great Deportation.



Denr fellow Zﬂ,qtgf?inns,

In anticipation of the New-year that holds the promise of all goods things for us, | am happy to
summarize some of the organization’s activities this year.

On Holocaust Memorial Day, we held an assembly at our memorial, as usual, attended by many
Zagtebians and guests. We were also honored by the presence of Daniel Shapiro, US
Ambassador to Israel, and Moshe Zanbar, chair of the Organizations Center, who lit the beacons
and addressed the participants.

In mid-June, a delegation of 19 high school students from several Zagiebian cities arrived in Israel
with two escorts. For 10 days, our guests toured the country from north to south and east to west.
They visited the holy sites to Judaism, Islam, and Christianity in Jerusalem, they visited Yad
Vashem, the Dead Sea, Masada, Beit She’an, Nazareth, Tiberias, Lake Kinneret and the holy
sites of Christianity in the vicinity. They also toured the Golan Heights, the Banyas, and Acre. In
Haifa, they met with several organization members and were joined by Third Generation
members, who took our guests to a visit to Caesarea and then to Tel Aviv.

In Tel Aviv, they were warmly welcomed by Tel Aviv Municipality officials, who received the
guests in their Municipality offices. Tel Aviv Municipality hosted the visitors for an entire day, and
showed them the city’s diverse character. In the evening, they were the guests at the home of
members of our organizations, based on their city of origin. The final day of their visit began with a
ceremony at the Polish Embassy in Tel Aviv and from there, the visitors stopped at Zagtebie
Communities Street in Tel-Aviv, on their way to our Memorial in Modiin. They later visited Modiin
Municipality, and continued from there to Massuah Institute for Holocaust Studies in Tel Yitzhak,
and the Postal Museum, that houses extensive information about Zagtebian Jewry

From Massuah, the visitors were taken to the organization’s hall on Frishman Street in Tel Aviv,
where an assembly was held to summarize their visit. Dinner at a Tel Aviv restaurant was an
opportunity for an exchange of good wishes. Several executive members met the visitors at the
airport as they left for their nocturnal flight back to Warsaw. We hope that the visit will expand the
horizons of our young guests and their knowledge about Israel and Zagtebie Jewry, and that they
serve as our good ambassadors in Poland and wherever they go.

We are also planning an organized tour to Zagtebie, to visit to our forefathers’ graves and meet
with the new heads of municipal and regional governments, who were elected in the recent
municipal elections.

| wish all Zagtebians in Israel and abroad a Happy New Year — Sahna Tova

Abraham Green - Chairman of the Zagtebie World Orqanization

Personal Commemoration
We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in Modiin Memorial Site, there are still places
left for personal commemorations of family members that perished in the Holocaust. Those who
wish to commemorate their beloved ones, please contact: jshimshon@gmail.com

Seventy Years Ago — The Great Deportation

A journal, a memory, a testimony

The Great Deportation began on August 12, 1942, Edited by Yona Kobo

when 50,000 Jews of Zaglebie were assembled in e

four centers: the Jews of Sosnowiec at the
municipal sports field on Yan St and several
“shops”, the Jews of Bedzin at two “Hakoah” and
“Sarmacja” sports fields, and the Jews of
Dabrowa-Gornica were gathered in front of the
community building.

The Germans ordered the assembly on the
pretext that they were conducting an employment
check and stamping personal certificates. After R R .
about 10,000 Jews were sent to die in Auschwitz. { o et ok - 27 P58 7o T

These were individuals with handicaps, large —— ~

families, without jobs, and children, elderly and ill
individuals — that is, all the “inessential” elements,
as the German defined them.

Dabrowa-Gornica, August, 12
1942, deportation of Jews
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High school students from Zagigbie, Poland visiting Yad Hazikaron — Memorial of Shoa
victims from Zaglebie, June 2012
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Zagiebie World Organization, 23 Frishman St., Tel Aviv 63561, Israel
For contributions: Bank Leumi of Israel, branch No. 861, account No. 33938/34
EM: yonakobo@netvision.ner.il




