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Zagtebie world organization Board and
members express

Our Sincere Condolences on the Passing
Away of

Chaim Yosef Zareceansky

Born in Sosnowiec
Passed away in Paris

Sharing the family deepest grief
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Zagtebie world organization Board and
members express
Our Sincere Condolences on the Passing
Away of
Simon Slivka
A devoted member of the board of Zagtebie
Society in Toronto

Born in Dabrowa - Passed away in Toronto
Sharing the family deepest grief
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Zagtebie world organization Board and
members express
Our Sincere Condolences on the Passing
Away of

Wolf — Zeew Ehrlich

Born in Bedzin - Passed away in US
Sharing the family deepest grief
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Zagtebie world organization Board and
members express
Our Sincere Condolences on the Passing
Away of
Regina (Riwka) Goldstein
(née Slivka)
Born in Dabrowa - Passed away in Miami

Sharing the family deepest grief
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Mark Spigelman was born on November 1940 in Bedzin. This year, he led with Rabbi Lau the March of
the Living at Auschwitz.

77127 TR 91 YW ona X0 901 2010 AW oY — IRIPIP22 0pva pw 1A 9NN NV jahavew pan

R alvalarva
Prof. Mark Spigelman and his wife Rachel (née Siwek), daughter of survivors from Bedzin and
Strzemieszyce, on Yom Hashoa 2010 at Birkenau.
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K ad d1i s h - by: Moshe Sandomirski

| was born in Bedzin to Azriel and Hanna Sandomirski. Moshe Sandomirski at his
For many years | have served as a member of the grandfather's grave
Zagtebie World Organization and have participated in the Saying Kaddish

Organization’s events. On one of my visits to the
Organization’s Hall in Tel Aviv, | was informed that a map
had been made of the Czeladz cemetery (which had been
used jointly by the communities of Czeladz and Bedzin)
after its renovation, and that the tombstones that were
discovered had been numbered. This sacrosanct work
was initiated by Jeffrey Cymbler, a second-generation
Zagtebian living in New York. This is how | discovered the
existence of an organized catalogue containing a list of the
dead buried in the cemetery, in alphabetical order, which
Jeffrey had compiled with the support of the Organization.

| received a copy of the catalogue but when | looked under
the letter “S,” there was no sign of any member of my
family. My parents and two of my sisters perished in
Auschwitz. However, under the letter “P” | found the name
of my maternal grandfathet - Shimon Pomotznik, may he
rest in peace. My mother’s father died in 1929. On the
spot | took an oath to visit my grandfather’s grave to recite
Kaddish and light a memorial candle. We quickly
organized a trip and | traveled to Bedzin, accompanied
with my wife and two sons.

| took a photograph of my grandfather's tombstone with
me. The photograph, which was taken in 1929, the year
he died, was given to my sister Esther Dror (Freitag), may
she rest in peace (one of the founders of the Zagtebie
World Organization and an active member for many years)
by Shimon’s sons who immigrated to Canada. They gave
Esther the photograph of the tombstone as a memento.
During our visit to Bedzin, we went to the cemetery in
Czeladz, armed with the photograph. After an extensive
search, we finally found the grave. For me, saying
Kaddish at my grandfather’'s grave was a testimony and
memorial for the large family that was destroyed in the
Holocaust. The publication of the photographs, and the
story behind them, closes a circle for me.

Looking for information about Genia (Golda) Epstein

My mother, Genia (Golda) Epstein was born in Sosnowiec (Zagtebie) on September 8, 1920.
Her parents were, Yehuda (Leibl) Epstein and Riwka Elbinger.

After the war she meet my father lizhak (lcek) Feiman in a DP camp in ltaly, where they got
married and left to La Paz Bolivia where my mother had an uncle ,Simon and Sara Epstein,
who emigrate to Bolivia in 1936.

| was born in Bolivia. Unfortunately my mother died at the age of 32 when | was barely 1 year
old. My father was very reluctant to talk about the difficult times he endured in the camps and
about the war in general. He never wanted to talk about my mother either.

| would like to know where was my mother during the war, and if she had brothers and sisters.

| appreciate very much your help
Esther Feiman Zalmanson - estherzalmanson@yahoo.com
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Simon Slivka z"l

Simon Home in Dabrowa, today Meyer-Natan  Balcia

My father, Szymon Sliwka, later known as Simon Slivka, was born of a fairly typical family in Dabrowa
Gornica, Poland on July 18, 1924. Ironically he was buried on July 18, 2010, what would have been his
86" birthday. He died of cancer 6 2 year after his diagnosis that came only months after the loss of my
brother to the same disease.

He shared with me many happy stories of his youth in Poland and, to protect me, very few of the
hardships he endured. But he forever recalled, each year at Rosh Hashanah, that that was the day the
Nazi’s marched into his beloved Dabrowa, in Zagtebie, and expelled friends and family from their homes
in order to establish the ghetto. It was not long after that he was sent to labour camps and then the
inevitable concentration camps where he barely survived

His parents Meyer Natan Sliwka and Balcia Fuxbruner Sliwka owned a grocery store which, on Shabbat
and Holidays, was converted to a "7a'ow" (Shtibel). His home was also a community gathering place for
meetings before Dagbrowa was designated as an official city and permitted to build more official
community halls for use by Jews. Those early years established the roots and principles by which he
lived his life. Keep your friends, your family, and your community strong and together.

After marrying in Bergen Belsen, post liberation, he made Aliya where he joined many family members
who had been scattered and separated for what seemed lifetime. Devoted to his knew homeland, he
fought as a dedicated soldier in two wars in Israel. Around the time of each war a child was born to seal
his belief in Zionism. My brother Marty in 1949 and myself in 1956. As peace settled in he took on a
trade and eventually established a happy quiet life on a moshav in the north. But the bonds and the
distance between his and my mother's siblings gnawed and in September, 1957 we immigrated to
Canada.

Immediately he joined the small but tight knit group of the Zagtebie Society of Toronto. It was important
for him to have that link to his past and to rekindle relationships with childhood friends who joined efforts
for a common cause as they did in Poland. Apparently he had a general tendency towards public
activity because early on in his membership he joined the ranks of the executive so he could donate as
much time and effort as he could in helping our Society flourish. He organized campaigns for aid for
Israel for which he was honored many times. He managed the finances so that members could enjoy
social activities and regular meetings with guest speakers. These last few years he concentrated his
efforts on erecting a monument in memory of our members and their families and those that perished in
the Holocaust. The monument was successfully completed in 2009. He also encouraged children of
members to join the ranks. As many similar societies have dwindled over the years ours now has a
proud membership of over 175 families including second and third generation members. We have my
father to thank for this. As recently as last year he was honored on his 85" birthday for being the “glue”
that held the society together.

| feel privileged and honored to have had him as a father, his grandchildren were fortunate to have him
for a grandfather, and there are so many that were lucky to have him as a friend. He will be
remembered by all and loved by me forever.

In loving memory of my father.....Blessed be his soul.

Bella Slivka Boshi
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Dear Friends and Fellow Zaglembians,

On July, | was invited to attend our third-generation convention, which was held at Beit Hatefutzot. | told
the younger generation about our organization and here | would like to add more details:
Even during the war, Jews from Zagtebie communities including Bedzin, Sosnowiec, Dabrowa,
Zawiercie and others, established organizations in Tel Aviv and its environs. Their aim was to help the
former residents of these towns and cities in their emmigration to Israel. And indeed, when the
survivors arrived in Israel, they received assistance in housing, employment, and financial aid from
Landsmanshaftn of their hometowns.
In 1952, the first Zagtebie Martyrs memorial was erected in Tel Aviv’'s Nahalat Yitzhak cemetery. Since
1953, we convene on Tisha B’Av for a yartzheit ceremony every year on that date because the last
“aktzia” (action) to destroy Zagtebie Jewry took place in the month of Av in 1943.
In 1985, we held the first planting ceremony of the 10,000-tree Zagtebie Martyrs Forest in the area of
Modiin, and in 1988 we unveiled the Zagtebie Martyr Memorial Site — Yad Hazikaron. The ceremony
was led by Prof. Yehoshua Praver and attended by thousands of Zagtebians from Israel and all over
the world. In August that year, the first delegation of 140 representatives traveled to have a memorial
service in the Bedzin-Czeladz cemetery after it was renovated by Monik Stawsky of Czeladz. Since
then, delegations have visited Zagtebie almost every year.
In October 2002, public figures and a large crowd attended a name-calling ceremony, when a street in
Tel Aviv was renamed “Kehilot Zagtebie" [Zagtebie Communities]. Mayor Ron Huldai presented the
tablet bearing the street name to the organization’s chairperson.
We also organized conventions for the Jews of Zagtebie. The first convention was held in 1979 at the
Ramat Gan Cinema (which Reuven Waxelman, may he rest in peace, placed at our disposal), where
1,200 Zagtebians from all over the world gathered. The most recent world conference was held in 2000.
We have invited Polish mayors and other public figures to visit Israel several times, and have even
arranged for a trip to Israel for groups of Zagtebie high school students, who later served as good-will
ambassadors.
These steps are the foundation for our commemoration activities. As members of the third generation,
you will have to continue this course, for your sake and for the sake of future generations!
| wish all Zagtebie Jews in Israel and overseas and their families, a Happy and Healthy New
Year, a year of peace and prosperity. Shanna Tova!

Abraham Green - Chairman of the Zagtebie World Organization

Jewish cemetery in Wolbrom

Many years ago | met historian Meir Shimon Geshuri (Bruckner), editor of the Book of Sosnowiec, while
he was writing his book on the Wolbrom Jewry, and | asked him about the connections between the
Jewish communities of Wolbrom and Sosnowiec. This is what Geshuri had to say on the topic:
“Several hundred years ago, the Jewish “Thum Hamoshav” [the special zones were Jews were allowed
to live and trade] in western Poland was bordered on Wolbrom. When the authorities, at some point,
moved the Thum Hamoshav westward to Bedzin, many Jews from Wolbrom moved to Zagtebie, and
especially to Bedzin, which was closer to the border with Germany.”

Out of curiosity | found several families in Czeladz which originated from Wolbrom. This is also true of
families in other cities and towns of Zagtebie. When we erected the memorial in Modiin, we took this
fact into consideration and therefore we also erected a memorial stone for the Jews of Wolbrom at Yad
Hazikaron in Modiin. Furthermore, the Shapell-Shapelski Family, a family from Wolbrom, was the
largest contributor to the memorial in Modiin.

In recent years we have received inquiries
concerning the Jewish cemetery in Wolbrom
and therefore, during our delegation’s most
recent trip to Zagtebie, several executive
members traveled to Wolbrom, where we found
a small but very orderly cemetery. We
concluded that if circumstances allow, we
should assume responsibilty for the
maintenance of this cemetery, including all the
implications of such responsibility.

Jewish cemetery in Wolbrom, August 2010 .
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