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Signing the agreement with the KKL (JNF — Jewish National Fund)
concerning future maintenance of the memorial site
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(Left), Prof. Yehoshua Prawer at The first Holocaust .1 oinax TR
Memorial service in Modiin — 1988, and Mr. Abraham. Green
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Dear Josef Zarashinski - chairman of the
Zaglebie organization in Paris, & Family
Zagtebie (Zaglembie) world organization, board and
members express our sincere condolences on the passing

away of your Beloved Wife

Sharing your deepest grief
Abraham Green — Chairman
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Zaglebie (Zaglembie) world organization Board and
members express Our Sincere Condolences on the
Passing Away of

Isaac Ribsztein, Born in Bedzin

Who passed away in Paris, February 5, 2008
Sharing the family deepest grief
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Haddasa Kantor at her book’s launching event at “Mashua”
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Fourth on the right — Mr Radoslav Baran— Mayor of Bedzin.
Second on the right — Mr Marek Mrozowski - Mayor of Czeladz-

2008 N0 WTING WO MINTH 44-n DMNTNY DI MM Ywra 850

MY 70 937 MMINDYIN MININAN OMYN DI NMONg 0y oYWy

INIWPD TV 60 119 DIPRN NODYN 1970 YV TNy

MOPHRI DAMKD 1D 1D7NNY OYYITA 1aNa OYPnn N
.OWIY 7731 NN D2 1P, 7173 DWYTRN

YN YN, OIP2Y PN 03 YN DY OUNT 80-D DY YT nNYwn
IPDAYIINM PIND I — TN PYN UNTI IRINT D01 0 — PTa
NPT DMIN NI ,MIRTIT Y IUNT DY WD) NIIND 2NN DD
A2 2IN-512 PO ONY DWW PTING 111250 Pa

n"ya axIvn '902 YW 0'021 NAWAYI MNKT 21ann
Y YT NWONHD NNIYN YD) DY YD) NIV NIXRD 7HANN
: INIWA 1903 V1T D22 TUN DININ MIANTIT INNY
7MW o
712N Yy
qorr TI72IN
NN Yy
TIT [NOTR
ATV 1729w
nrT N
(0502 VYW NNMZ NN I YR AYapd Do DvIab
roni.shalev@hashava.org.il : 5"a172 1% ,03 — 7566824

7'y

DYI T'N 2Ndn

2007 72087
,ITTIA2IN UMD NN 72
MOP MMM NPNP 1IPAYD” IBRDN NYAP DX ATINT TWNY M0
V9910 1020 SNMIND AN AND MY PN IINY TP
NP20P YT INXIND Ny
1PIIND 981 6846385 : 1DDHN NNN MDIIN 19D DY TN
.09 mnwnb
RN PN DYY T2 11IINT N2IWNN TN Y 79 0711 NN

,io123 .
DYY T 10N ,IN 12 )

NANT2T XX 12X 12N ANON
1DIND NP OY NASN DIND NP TIR
MMNYN DY IR PIND NIV NINY KN 702053 ONSD ININ
.DY0awNnN TIvna
Y APIIDN 290D 172 IMBYN RPN MAMDYD PINS Y e
MTMIN JOIND DM NOSNN 29 59 [ T8Y avn Axn
NP DY NN DIINN SV 92NN MNT MW mHR Napn
R phal
ININTY NINDY A0 NONI 92NN DT IR 7133 2007 TV NOTY e
NN L,INY 29T XY APOPa N1 oYY YN NNY NwyYy
N NTIPAZ PPYn IR DIUD DWPANN DMINA 2008 MWH
17 IMN MY AN ISP
y63651 TN NN 23 Y0Wa ANt INED PN
TPD 0 N2 4120 7.0 — WD I8 D, )NIND 1209 N
.59140
MKNIN MM NPTV MOVIY MNKIN TPINTIOND NS e
JPANTI TNTI DNXINT MNNBM AN M85 v NN
DY VIR NDN #anoat Yoy nNem Apan 3
73NN AT DNNN NON MINNIN PPIN MDY MDY T
11932 02NN MY 2008 MWN SNN NN 120 9 OYuPY
-DMMY 2N M TI W130 Y o
DY MY NP TY0 NNONN 7PNt ORYY PR NN e
JITI9) IPLOIN NFTIN NOWN DIPHM TN Y . NaNmn MmN
J3NA DT DY > DY MIND YUY DT NDANY DNPN DN e
TIRAY NWNN MZWON TUHN DX IWONRD 720 , D0 N0NA
JDNY DY 5

AN NRYY
NASD DIND Y

P DR
TPANDITINYD PNIN VP

Who Knows? Who Remembers? 2y 'n 70

9an orwann
TDIPNI INNaYD DWW P23y YInmo PO N AN 0'Wonn

N7V DY WP N WPAND 1T 0T 1INH Y 997 men Il-n nnbn

052 — 8232030 ;04 — 8360950 : 1AV ,NWNN NN
TN

Looking for a friend

We are looking for a friend from Sosnowiec, Poland, whose

name during WWII was Karp.

If you have any information regarding this man, please call

Shlomo Grauer in Haifa, Israel, Tel: 052 — 8232030 ;04 — 8360960

Thanks!
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Zaglebians celebrating Hanukkah in Tel Aviv - December 2007
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Narodow, ks.Mieczystawa
ufundowanie tablicy pamigtkowe;.
Pierwsza t.zw. "akcja" - czyli wywozenie Zydow do obozow
koncentracyjnych i obozéw $mierci miata miejsce w maju
1942, Druga - w sierpniu 1942, trzecia - w czerweu 1943,

W sierpniu 1943 - likwidacja getta ( dane z ksigzki "Zydzi w
Zaglebiu Dabrowskim i okolicy"). Tak zamknely sie dzieje
bedzinskich Zydow w Polsce, A tak pozegnal ich swym
wierszem z roku 2000 pan Waldemar Pienigiek z Bedzina
Z jego dluzszego utworu przytaczam ostatnig zwrotke:
"Pami¢tam Wasze hojaznie, rozpacze i Irwogi

Ja, polski chlopiec, co wiedy w sqsiedziwie wspolzylem
z Wami

[ jeszcze dzisiaf ciern moje serce rani

A gdy wspomnienie najdzie - bywa

Ze w moim oku mglista iza si¢ zaszkli

I po moim starczym obliczu

Slonq struzkg sphwa."”

W artykule prasowym z 8 sierpnia 1969 p.t. Pamieci Zydow
Zaglebia napisalam: "Nie ma dzi¢ w Zaglebiu ani jednej
tabliczki pamigtkowej, by przypominataspoleczenstwu, zezyly
tamkiedys dziesiatkitysi@cywspé%obywaeli,ktbrzyponies’,litak
tragiczng $Smier¢. Nikt nie wspomina zydowskich bohaterow
antyhitlerowskich dziatan w Zagtebiu "

Mineto kilkanascie lat 1 sytuacja sie zmienita.Od pierwszych
kontaktow, zapoczatkowanych przez bedzinianina, Ariego
Ben-Tova, dzialacza Zwiazku Zydow Zagtebia w Izraelu,
zaczela sig coraz lepsza i bardziej ozywiona wspotpraca, W
1993 roku pojechala do Zagtebia delegacja Zarzadu Zwiazku
Zydow Zagtebia. W czerwcu 2006 opublikowatam w
1zraelskiej polskojezycznej gazecie "NowinyKurier" obszerna
rozmowg z przewodniczacym Zwiazku, p. Abrahamem
Greenem. Wspolpraca z Zaglebiem zajeta w te) rozmowie
sporo miejsca. Oto kilka fragmentow: "Naszym glownym

Zawadzkiego, poprzez

zadaniem - powiedziat p. Green - bylo
zaglebiowskich Zydach, ktorzy tam od stulec; zyli 1 dziatali,
jako obywatele Polski. W tym celu staralismy  sie
zainteresowaéOdpowiednieinstytucjeiosobistos’cinagh@biu,
w Polsce, azeby wspolnie podjac prace 1 w roznych formach,
tak w dziedzinie kultury materialnej, jak i poprzez prace
oswiatowo-kuturalng pozostawié slady istnienia Zydow w
historiizagi@biowskiejziemi.Nawiqzaliémywspé{praceprzede
wszystkim z wiadzami municypalnymi kilku najwazniejszych
miast, oraz ze s$rodowiskiem pedagogdéw, z muzeami,
organizacjami spolecznymi, Nasza inicjatywa spotkala sie z
micjatywa ze strony polskiej. Poznalismy sie blizej,
ustosunkowano sie do nas zyczliwie."

Wybieram ztekstu tej publikacjikilka informacji oszezegdlnie
waznych w tej wspolpracy wydarzeniach, Zaczelo sie od
pamigtkowych tabliczek na odpowiednich budynkach. Duzym
wydarzeniem byla uroczystos¢ w Bedzinie, gdzie we wrzesniu
1993 odslonigto obelisk dla upamietnienia spalone) przez
Niemecow synagogi. Udzial w uroczystosci, wraz z
osobistosciami Zycia spofecznego i przedstawicielami miasta
Bedzina wzigta delegacja Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia z 1zraela,
a gosciem byl Honorowy Obywatel Bedzina, bedzinianin |
arcybiskup Paryza, ks. kardynat Jean Marie Lustiger.
Sposrod osmiu nadajacych sie do restauracji cmentarzy
uporzadkowano szes¢. Niektore sa uznane za obiekty
historyczne pod opieka.

Obiekty, w roznej formie, wzniesiono w dwoch giownych
miastach Zaglebia. W Sosnowcu jest Plac imienia dwoch
cztonkow zydowskiej walki podziemnej, braci Bolestawa i
Jozefa Kozuch. W Bedzinie, dzieki serdecznej wspolpracy z
ojcami miasta i staraniom Fundacji JONA - Zagtebiowskiego
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uwiecznienie pamieci-

Centrum  Kultury Zydowskiej z siedziba w Bedzinie,
wzniesiono obiekt pamieci, w dzielnicy dawnego uetta,
Kamionce, na uporzadkowanym terenie, powstal Plac
Bohaterow Getta, na ktorym stanal pomnik.

Nie miejsce tu na wyliczenie wszystkiego co od pierwszych
naszych kontaktow z ludzmi Zagtebia na miejscu w Zagtebiu
zostato dokonane. Wydaje mi sig, ze obok konkretnych,
dajacych si¢ wymienié spraw, najwazniejsza jest zyczliwosc.
coraz lepsze poznanie sie,

rodzenie sie przyjazni.

"Sporo juz lat organizujemy grupowe wyjazdy do Polski -
powiedzial mi przewodniczacy Zwigzku Zydow Zagtebia, p.
Abraham Green - W ostatnich latach corocznie grupa
cztonkow naszego Zwiazku wyjezdza na okres 9 dn; do Polski.
Z czego przez 5 dni jesteSmy w Zaglebiu. Kilkakrotnie
goscilsmy w Izraelu przedstawiciel; Zagtebia. Dwukrotnie
zaprosilismy 1 zapoznawalismy z lzraelem grupy ucznidw
szkot gimnazjalnych z Zaglebia. Mysle, ze zawarta znajo-
mos¢ z naszym krajem pozostawia dobre echa "

Chceiatabym zwrocic¢ uwage, ze wspotpraca nasza w pewnym
stopniuuaktywni{aos'rodkii]udziwZagi‘@biu,ktérzyregulamie
juz interesuja si¢ historia Zydow Zaglebia i organizujg rozne
formy popularyacji tej tematyki. Takze w dziedzinie
wydawniczej. Od kiedzy zaciesnily sie nasze kontakty,
historycy i pisarze w Zaglebiu publikuja wigcej na tematy
zydowskie.

"Uwazam to za nasze wspolne, 1zraelsko-polskie osiggniecie,
Nalezy sobie zyczyé, by zainteresowanie nie wyuaslo"-
zakonczyl rozmowe p. Green.

Nawiazujac whasnie do tego, warto wspomniec, Ze zaczyna sie
Rok Polski w Izraelu i Rok Izraela w Polsce. Inicjatorami sa
Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych Polski, oraz Ministerstwo
Kultury lzraela. Realizacja zajmuje sie w Polsce Instytut
Adama Mickiewicza. W izraelskich érodkach przekazu juz
znajdujemy - a bedze ich coraz wigce] - informacje o
poszczegolnych wspolnych imprezah, Jak koncerty, spekakle
operowe 1 teatralne, wystawy malarstwa, odezyty, spotkania
literackie, pokazy filmowe itp. W tym ogdlnym, duzym
projekcie polsko-izraelskim nie brakuje rowniez i naszego
Zaglebia, a w nim - miasta Bedzina.

Zapomniatam o jeszcze jedne; naszej wspolnej inicjatywie,
ktorej nie wolno pominaé. O znalezieniu w Bedzinie
pamietnika miodej Zydowki, Rutki Laskier, ktora zginela w
Zagladzie. Jej pamietnik, wydobyty z ukrycia, ukazat sie w
Jezyku oryginalu, czyli w polskim w Polsce, a w jezykach
hebrajskimiangielskim,zinicjatywyZwiaczkuZydOwZag%ebia
- w Instycie pamigci Narodowej Yad Vashem w Jerozolimie.
Na uroczysta promocje Zwiazek zaprosit p.Stanistawe
Sapinska, ktora rekopis przechowata, oraz p. Adama
Szydtowskiego z Fumdacji JONA, ktory byl spiritus movens
tego przedsigwziecia w Polsce.

Wramach obchodéw 650 urodzin miasta Bgdzina odbedziesie
w sierpniu biezacego roku Swiatowy Zlot Zydéw Bedzina.
Wraz z Wami, Bedzinianie, bedziemy swietowac te
uroczystos¢. Bedzin jest czescig naszej przesziosci, nasza
dobra  wspolpraca jest waznym elementem naszej
rzeczywistoscl, a jej oddziatywanie jest cenna wartoscig dla
naszej przysziosci.

Zyczymy Bedzinowi wielu nastepnych, szczesliwych stuleci.

Anna Cwiakowska



okoto 1.200. A w roku 1946 pozostato 400.

Jak juz wspomniatam, zydowscy mieszkancy Bedzina
uczestniczyll w rozwoju swego miasta w réznych okresach
historycznych 1 w réznych dziedzinach. Podajac tutaj dane
statystyczne czy nazwiska zadokumentowane w dziejach
miasta, opieram sie na licznych publikacjach o Bedzinie.
Zanim jednak przejde do czaséw nam blizszych , pragne
przypomnie¢ kilka barwnych historycznych postaci sposrod
bedzinskiej ludnosci zydowskiej, ktére zaznaczyly sig w
okreslony sposb w walkach i staraniach o Polske, dziataniem
patriotycznym, czy wprost orgzem. Zaczne od roku 1587. W
"Opowiesciach historycznych o Zydach znad Przemszy"
Martan Kantor- Mirski podaje, ze w tymze roku, gdy wojska
Maksymilianaaustriackiego zagrazalyBedzinowi, cieszacysie
ogromng popularnoscia nauczyciel bedzinskiej jeszywy, rabin
Natan Mejtlis "zebral wéréd zydostwa miejscowego sume 50
dukatow i zaniést burgrabiemu na zamek, na naprawienie
murow miasta. Rabin 6w zmart majac 105 lat". Pochowany
zostal na cmentarzu Zawale.

W XVIII wieku, wraz z budowa nowej synagogl, zalozono
nowy cmentarz w Bedzinie.

Spoczal na nim bedzinski rabin, Jakub Natan, a na jego
pomniku wyryty jest orzet polski, ktéry - jak napisat
Kantor-Mirski w 1930 roku - "mozna jeszcze dzis ogladaé."
Obecnie ptyta z wizerunkiem orta znajduje si¢ w Muzeum
Zagiebia w Bedzinie. Rabin Jakub Natan - Jjak Kantor-Mirski
podaje - "odda¢ miat wielkie ustugi wojskom Kosciuszki; w
latach 1807-1809 wojskom narodowym, a zaczaséw pruskich,
przed rokiem 1807 miat by¢ wigziony za okazywane
przywiazanie do Polski i potepienie jej rozbiorow.” Wzywat do
walki, zbierat datki na powstanie. Prusacy osadzili go za to w
KoZzlu, potem we Wroctawiu. W 1807 - tu siegam znow do
ksiazki "Zydzi w Zaglebiu Dabrowskim"- "dzieki wygrane;
wojsk napoleonskich odzyskat wolnogé i pieszo powrécit do
Bedzina. Z polecenia ksiecia Jozefa Poniatowskiego wzywat
miodziez do wstepowania w szeregl putku piechoty lekkiej".
By¢ moze, ze pod wplywem rabina Jakuba Natana zaclagnat
si¢ do Legionéw Jakub Szpot z Bedzina, dzielny zotnierz
Napoleona, bohater walk w Hiszpanii. O nim dowiedziatam sig
z kolei

zEkspresu Zaglebiowskiegonr 9 z listopada 1998. Do redakcji
tego ciekawego magazynu trafita odbitka gazety "Jutrzenka" z
11 pazdziernika 1861 roku, a w niej wspomnienie Hieronima
Borowskiego o Jakubie Szpocie. Przytaczam kilka
fragmentow z dtuzszej catosei:

"W roku 1808 - napisat Borowski - w Hiszpanii stuzyt ze mng
jakopodporucznik JakubSzpot. Bytto jedenznajdzielniejszych
oficerow putku i wojska, zarazem Jeden z najuczciwszych
ludzi, pierwszy szedt w ogied i w najzapalczywszej bitwie
komenderowat tak spokojnie, Jakby na placu parady. Nie miat
majatku, a czwarty cze$é swej pensyi rozdzielal miedzy
zolnierzy."

Nastepnie czytamy o tym, ze broniac waznego militarnego
punktu, miasteczka Cuenca, w drodze do Saragossy, stoczyt
Szpot bardzo cigzka walke z przewazajaca sita Hiszpanéw, z
200 podkomendnych zostato tylko 30, on sam wtej walce dwa
razy cigzko ranny, nie ustepowat. Utrzymat pozycje, a gdy
wreszcie nadeszly positki, zastali tylko "9 zyjacych, ciezko
poranionych, liczac wraz z dowédca. Wynagradzajac
walecznych, Napoleon wszystkich legia honorowsa ozdobit,
Doda¢ winienem - konczy Borowski - ze Szpot byt wyznania
mojzeszowego, synem biednego rzemieslnika z miasteczka
Bedzina 1 ze zginal w kampanii 1812 roku."

W kolejnych polskich Legionach, Jozefa Pitsudskiego
(1914-1918) réwniez walezyli Zydzi, wérdéd nich takse z
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Bedzina. We wspomnianej juz zbiorowej pracy "Zydzi
Zaglebia Dabrowskiego" znalaztam kilka nazwisk: "Aaron
Mateusz Frenkiel (ur.1891) zamieszkaty w Bedzinie.
drfilozofii. Wstapit do 5 putku Legionow. Gdyw 1918 zaczeto
rozbraja¢ Niemcow Frenkiel juz byt w Bedzinie, opanowat
miasto 1zostat jego komendantem. Samuel SzwajcerzBedzina
przebyt kampani¢ Legiondw, uczestniczyt w 24 bitwach."
Jeszcze inne nazwiska legionistéw zBedzina mozna znalesé w
tej ksigzce. .

No i wojna lat 1939-1945. W obronie Polski sporo Zydow z
Zagtebia Dabrowskiego poleglo juz we wrzeéniu 1939 roku
(rowniez moj brat, Icchak bt p.). Wielu zydowskich zotnierzy
zostalo straconych w niemieckiej niewoli. Zydzi Zaglebia, w
tym 1 Bedzina walczyli na wszystkich wiasciwie frontach II
wojny §wiatowe;.

W okupowanej przez Niemcy Polsce miodziez zydowska
miasta Bedzina ma swoja bohaterska karte. Z poczatkowych
lat okupacji nalezy wymieni¢ organizowanie sie, prace
o$wiatowo-kulturalna prowadzona przezmlodzieziznaczenie
tej dziatalnosci w czasie, w ktorym dla dzieci i mlodziezy
zydowskiej szkoly byly zakazane.

Wraz z zaostrzaniem sig¢ hitlerowskiej przemocy bedzinska
miodziez szukata kontaktéw z innymi osrodkami, w
Warszawie i winnych miastach, oraz mozliwosci zakupu broni
1 kontaktéw poza gettem. Intensywnie pracowatla rowniez
grupa organizacyjna wokot staran o przemycanie na Wegry
miodych ludzi z getta.

Wszystko juz wtedy optacone byto ofiarami w ludziach. A gdy
nadszedl dzien ostateczny, miodzi bohaterowie naszego
narodu, czionkowie Zydowskiej Organizacji Boj owejpodjelite
beznadziejna walke, z miejsca, ktére pozniej nazwano
"bunkrem", strzelajac do hitlerowcéw i - nie poddawszy sie
wrogowi - polegli w walce. Bylo to w pierwszych dniach
sierpnia 1943 roku, przy hitlerowskie; likwidacji, czyli przy
wymordowaniu ostatnich Zydéw jacy jeszcze pozostali w
bedzinskim getcie zywi.

W dziejach miasta Bedzina pod hitlerowska okupacia, Juz na
poczatku, bo w nocy z 8 na 9 wrzesnia 1939 roku Niemcy
podpalili boznicg i okoliczne domy, a do usitujacych uciec z
ptomieni - strzelali. 57 budynkéw strawit ogien, kilkadziesigt
0sobzgingto wogniulub zostato przez Niemcéwzastrzelonych
" za podpalenie” - jak sprawcy orzekli.

Ksigdz proboszcz Mieczystaw  Zawadzki otworzyt
uciekajacym bramy i ocalit tych, ktérzy zdazyli dobiec do
kosciota. Doktadnie opisat to w kronice parafialne;.

Jedna z pierwszych inicjatyw Zwiazku Zydéw Zaglebia, po
nawigzaniu kontaktu z rodzinnymi stronami wZagtebiuwroku
1993, bylo uczezenie pamieci i czynu Sprawiedliwego Wsrod

10 'y




Salut , piastowski grodzie!
Bedzin obchodzi urodziny - 650 lat!

Serdeczne gratulacje!

Wraz zurodzinowymi zyczeniami pragniemy wiaczy¢ wdzieje
starego piastowskiego grodu co nieco o naszej] wspélnej
historii. Wraz z rozwojem osady, p6Zniej miasta, rozwijato sie
rowniez w Bedzinie osadnictwo Zydéw, od wezesnych dat w
historii, a wraz z tym, wspoétudziatl obywateli zydowskich w
rozwoju miejscowoscl - w przemysle, w handlu, w rzemiosle,
w kulturze i innych licznych dziedzinach zycia spotecznego.
Stamtad nasze korzenie, zwiazani jesteSmy poprzez diugie
stulecia, z rodu na réd, z pokolenia w pokolenie z Ziemia
Zagtebiowska, w ktorej grod Bedzin zajmuje poczesne,
historycznie zastuzone miejsce.

"Tubedziem!! - miat rzec wielki krol Polski, Kazimierz Wielki

- ktory, jak podaje historyczna anegdota - miat zatrzymaé sie
w podrézy na popas, a pézniej zbudowaé tam miasto, stad
miano: Bedzin. Inna anegdota podaje, ze nazwa grodu
wywodzi si¢ od rycerza Bendy, woja kréla Bolestawa
Chrobrego. Benda 6w byl panem okrutnym, ktéry krzywdzit
"wolnychkmieci, osiadtych wpuszezy nadprzemszanskiej -jak
podaje Teresa Nowak w obszernym artykule z 1979 roku, z
okazji odznaczenia miasta Orderem Sztandar Pracy.

W niektorych pracach historykéw znajdujemy wzmianki, ze juz w
wieku X istniat grod warowny, wokoél ktérego w wiekach
pozniejszych ksztattowaly si¢ corazliczniejsze i wazniejsze skupiska

ludnosei.

Osada miejska istniata juz w wieku XIII, natomiast pierwszym
dokumentem historycznym wymieniajacym Bedzin sa rejestry

krakowskie z pierwszego ¢wieréwiecza wieku XIV.

Z ciekawego opracowania K. Nowak przytaczam, ze: "Na
miejscudrewnianej warowniwznidstKazimierzWielkiw 1358
roku zamek kamienny, z baszta, murami 1 fosa Wraz z
zamkiem powstato na prawie magdeburskim miasto. W szeéé
lat po zatozeniu, wiadca polski gosci w bedzinskiej warowni
cesarza Karola IV.

Miastem rzadzili najpierw wojtowie dziedziczni, potem
starostowie....Bedzin byl miastem krolewskim.... posiadat
nawet w pewnym okresie wlasne wojsko.

W Bedzinie rozwineto si¢ silnie rzemiosto, gtéwnie szewskie.
Powstat patrycjat miejski, niezwykle wplywowy i bogaty. W
potowie XVI wieku miasto liczyto ponad 100 doméw 1 800
mieszkancow."

Pierwsza pisemna wzmianka o Zydach w Bedzinie pochodzi z
roku 1564 i dotyczy Zyda, ktory dzierzawit "gorzatki szynk pro
anno florenow 18 1 za 2 funty pieprzu per gr.20."(Wojciech

Jaworski "Zydzi w ZaglebiuDabrowskim do 1939 roku").
Tenze historyk podaje jednak, ze na terenach pozniejszego
Zaglebia Zydzi byli juz w marcu 1226 roku.

W okresie sredniowiecza Zydzi - tam gdzie wolno im bylo
zamieszkac - podlegali albo wiascicielom ziemi 1 im placili
podatki, albo zwierzchnictwu panujacego krola, jezeli zyli w
dobrach krélewskich. W Zagtebiu zwierzchnictwu monarchy
podlegat jedynie Bedzin. W miescie tym ludno$é zydowska
stworzyla odpowiednie instancje administracyjne 1 uzytku
spotecznego, oddzialywujac na skupiska wspotwyznawcow w
okolicznych miejscowosciah.

Pod koniec XVI wieku kahal bedzinski delegowat do Krakow.
swoich przedstawicieli na obrady t.zw. zydowskiego sejmu
koronego. W 1666 roku wsrod 22 czlonkéow sejmu znajdowat
sie Izrael Samuelowicz z Bedzina.

Zydzi bedzinscy, podobie jak wszyscy inni na obszarach

panstwa polskiego, byli mocno ograniczeni w prawach. Z
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biegiem czasu przepisy si¢ zmienialy, zaleznie od sytuacji 1
potrzeb pafistwa. Zydzi bedzinscy, razem z krakowskimi
zdoialijednakotrzymaéodpowiednieprzywilejezaKazimierza
Jagiellonczyka, wroku 1453. Pierwszy za$ przywilej krélewski
Stefana Batorego datuje sig¢ z21 wrzesnia 1583, w ktorym krol
udzielit Zydom prawo zamieszkania w obrebie muréwmiasta i
prowadzenia w samym miescie, a nie tylko na obrzezach,
dziafalnosci, ktéra da im  utrzymanie. Przywileje te
potwierdzali, z okreslonymi

zmianami, wzaleznosciodzmieniajacychsigwarunkdwkolejni
wladcy, az po Jana III Sobieskiego, nastepnie Augusta III i
pozniej Stanistawa Augusta Poniatowskiego, ktory w 1776

roku w potwierdzeniu ordynacji wtadz miejskich przypomniat
prawo do swobodnego osiedlania sie Zydow w miescie i
nabywania nieruchomasci.

W swych "Opowiesciach historycznych o Zydach znad
Przemszy" Marian Kantor-Mirski podaje, ze cenny pergamin -
dokument przywilejow Jana III Sobieskiego udzielonych
bedzinskim Zydom znajdowat si¢ wrekach znanego dziatacza,
dra Maksymiliana Reichera, ktérego 6wczesny ojciec miasta,
inz. ArturMichaelsktonitdozlozeniahistorycznegodokumentu
w Magistracie Miasta Bedzina, gdzie znajdowat sie jeszcze w
roku 1930. Ciekawe,czy kto$ sprawdzit - moze ocalat i jest
nadal w Bedzinie?...

llu Zydéow m,ieszkalo w Bedzinie? Jak wynika z
opublikowanych danych, ponad stu Zydéw byto zapewne w
Bedzinie w drugiej potowie XVI wieku, albowiem wtedy
powstat kahal. Bardziej $ciste dane pochodza z 1765 roku. W
Zaglegbiu  Dabrowskim mieszkalo wtedy - wedlug
przeprowadzonego spisu - 490 Izraelitéw, z czego 466 0s6b w
Bedzinie.

W poczatkowych latach osadnictwa Zydzi, podobnie jak
wigkszo$¢ ludnosci, trudnili sie rolnictwem. Wraz z
powstawaniem miast malala liczba rolnikow, a przybywato
przede wszystkim rzemie$lnikow, oraz kupcéw, nastepnie
Zydow zaangazowanych w rozwoju przemystu.

Z tabelki w ksiazce "Zydzi w Zaglebiu Dabrowskim i okolicy"
dowiadujemy sig, ze najwigej Zydéw byto w Bedzinie w roku
1915, bo 68,8 %, co pozwala zrozumie¢, dlaczego wybrana w
roku 1917 Rada Miasta Bedzina skiadata sie przez pewien
okres tylko z obywateli zydowskich. W roku 1939 na ogélng
liczbe ludnosei 51.634 Zydzi stanowili 52 procent. W roku za$
1945 - jak podaje tabelka, w Bedzinie bylo okoto 3 tysiace
Zydow, wedtug natomiast danych ze spisu z potowy czerwca
1945 wykazanych przez Wojciecha Jaworskiego, bylo ich
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Simon Slivka November 21, 2007
Willowdale, Ont.

Dear Simon,

On behalf of the UJA Federation, | would like to take this opportunity to
wish you a Mazal Tov and Kol Hakavod for a job well done as a
canvasser for the Campaign for Our Jewish Future.

We are delighted to inform you that you have been selected as a
recipient of this year's Distinguished Service Canvasser Award,
presented to a select group of volunieers who have served the
campaign in an extraordinary way.

dia Pana

You recently received an invitation to attend this year's Campaign for
MenaChema our Jewish Future Community Closing Event, which take place on
LI ora December 12, 2007 featuring Ami Ayalon, MK, a minister in the current

government and the former head of the Shin-Bet Secret Service and
commander of the Israeli Navy.

As an award winner, your name will be listed on the Closing Event
program and you will receive your awards at the event. As well, as a
token of appreciation for all your hard work, you are also invited to
attend the Top Gifts Reception taking place immediately preceding the
Closing Event...

za wkiad w rozwoj kultury w Bedzinie

Mi::ﬁzy;::ztina Once again, congratulations on being chosen as a recipient of a
rd - Distinguished Service Canvasser Award.
, Radostaw Baran
[ Yours Truly,
Jodi Bager

Chair, Volunteer relations
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Mayor of Bedzin, visiting The Zaglebie Jewry’s Memorial (Left), Mr. Marek Mrozowski, Mayor of Czeladz and Abraham Green,
at The Zaglebie Jewry’s Memorial
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Mrs. Agnieszka Magdziak-Miszewska — Ambassador of Poland, visiting Yad Hazikaron, The Memorial
of Zaglebie Jewry, In Modiin, of Zaglebie World o
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Jozef & Hildegarda Gawlik

Asking Nothing in Return
Before the war, Jozef Gawlik, a textile merchant in Piekary
Slaskie, in Upper Silesia, had business with Telner, who lived in
nearby Bedzin.
In august 1943, a few days before the liquidation of the Jewish
community in Bedzin, Telner informed Gawlik of his plight and
asked him for help. After conferring with his wife, Hildegarda,
Jozef agreed, despite the danger, to look after Renia, Telner's
daughter, without asking for anything in return.
Renia was smuggled out of the ghetto and taken to the Gawliks,
who passed her off as a relative, looked after her devotedly, and
saw to all her needs.
Even after the area was liberated in January 1945, Renia stayed
with the Gawiliks for about half a year, until her mother, who had
survived, came to reclaim her.
After the war, Renia stayed in Poland, where she married
(becoming Renata Kolodziejska) and remained friendly with
Gawliks’ daughter.

Dr. Tadeusz Kosibowitcz

Put himself at risk
On the night between September 8" and 9", Germans burned
the Great Synagogue in Bedzin. The many Jews who ran to the
synagogue where they sought protection, met their death when
the synagogue was burned. Many others were led by the
German soldiers and were forced to stand alongside the outer
wall of the church. There, the soldiers ordered them to run
quickly. Whoever remained standing was shot - whoever ran,
was also shot. The soldiers aimed to kill.
One of the people who were shot was lizhak Turner. The next
day he turned to the hospital to get treatment. German soldiers,
posted at the hospital, blocked the entrance and announced that
no entry to Jews or Polish soldiers was permitted.
Dr. Tadeusz Kosibowicz, the chief physician at the hospital,
came outside and led Turner to his ward for treatment. He told
the soldiers that he was only administering first aid. Inside Turner
recognized other Jews who had been wounded that night.
Dr. Kosibowicz sew that he would be hospitalized (for two
months), under his personal supervision. This incident wasn't a
solitary case. The same occurred also to other Jews.
Dr. Kosibowicz was arrested and brought for questioning, for
helping Jews, hiding a broadcasting station, and hiding a Polish
general in the hospital. The Gestapo intended to execute him,
but an order from higher authorities changed his fate. He was
sent to Dachau, and from there he was sent to several camps:
Sachsenhausen. Oranienburg, Majdanek and Gross-Rosen. At
the end of the war, Dr. Kosibowicz returned to his home in
Bendzin. ltzhak Turner immigrated Israel.
Dr. Kosibowicz put himself at risk by extending assistance to
Jews, despite the explicit orders and instructions of the Nazi
government. As a result, he was sent to the camps. His actions
are documented in a book by the historian Roman Shank.

A letter from Mother

“Take care of yourself...”
“Mommy, we're going to die together,” seven-year-old Michal
would whisper to his mother, Genia Judzki, hugging her.
Genia, her husband Ber (Bronek), and their son Michal survived
the persecution of the Sosnowiec Ghetto.
In August 1943 the ghetio was liquidated and Genia's husband
was murdered. Genia and her son managed to flee to the
“Aryan” side, where Genia managed to obtain ID cards for them
both by dint of her fluency in German and French. (She was a
graduate of the Sorbonne.) She gave Michal to the care of a
Polish woman named Bronia, writing her a thank-you letter and
asking her to take care of her son. Genia found a job running the
household of a German physician.
The doctor, receiving an instruction to relocate to Vienna as part
of his work, offered to take Genia and her son with him. Some
time later, Genia's identity was revealed; she was taken 1o a
prison and Michal was placed in an orphanage. When the
Gestapo informed Genia that they were about to deport her, she
decided to take her son with her, fearing that the orphanage
would be destroyed.
In 1944, the mother and son were deported to Auschwitz and
murdered; the children in the orphanage survived.
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Aniela Zawadzka-Szwajcer

“No Prayer, No Breakfast”
by Dr. Mordechai Paldiel

Aniela’s story began over 60 years ago, before the onset of the
Second World War, when she worked as a domestic help in the
Merin household, in the town of Bedzin, southwest Poland. After
the Germans established a ghetto in the town, Aniela moved to
an abandoned house where she awaited news of her former
employers. On 3 August 1943, the Merin family was gathered at
the train station along with the other Jews of the town for
deportation to Auschwitz. At their parents’' urgings, their two
children—Saul, aged 10 and Dina, 8—fled the ramp and
escaped to Aniela’s home. There they joined their uncle Wolf
Szwajcer, who was already in hiding.

Aniela managed to keep her three Jewish charges secret—even
from her own family—for almost a year and a half, until the
Russians liberated the area in January 1945. To feed them, she
worked as a cook in a factory producing uniforms for the German
army. She also secretly went to the destroyed ghetto where,
according to the Merins’ instructions, she unearthed hidden
jewelry and gold coins, which she used to bribe would-be
informers. During the long period of hiding, Aniela acted as a
surrogate mother to Saul and Dina, tending to their physical
needs as well as lifting their spirit. “Words are not sufficient to
describe the humanitarian and noble conduct of Aniela,” recalled
Dina Farber (née Merin) at the ceremony, “as well as the risks
she took to save two Jewish children, as well as her future
husband.” Indeed, after the war Aniela and Wolf married and
moved to ltaly, together with their newborn daughter, Felicja.
Saul and Dina, now orphans, made their way to Israel.

Professor Saul Merin, today a leading ophthalmologist,
remembers arriving at Aniela’s house: ‘| was very angry with
God for allowing such things to happen. So | threw away my
kippa (skullcap), and would not touch my cousin’s siddur (prayer
book). Two days after my arrival, Aniela, an observant Polish
Catholic, asked me if | had prayed. When | answered ‘no,’ she
told me: ‘No prayer, no breakfast’ She made me recite Modeh
Ani (the prayer said on awakening in the morning) every day |
was there.”

The author was the Director of the Righteous Among the Nations Department
at Yad Vashem

The 27th of September 1943

Dear Miss Bronja,
It is so hard for me to write to you. Lately, terrible things
have been happening to me. Life is too cruel.
Miss Bronja, I beg you, look after my son, be a mother to
him.
My dear Bronja, give him everything with all your heart and
I will be grateful to you until the end of my days.
He is so clever and he has a good heart. I am sure that you
can find in your heart to love him.
Michael should eat as much as he can for who knows what
is to come? He must be strong and able to endure great
suffering. Please make sure that he dresses warmly and that
he also wears socks. I cannot write any more, my tears have
all dried up. May God watch over you both.
Kisses

My beloved Michael’leh,
Are you playing with other children? Are you getting along
well with Miss Bronja? Write me a few lines every day. That
way, you'll learn to write me long letters.
Take care of yourself. Sleep in the warm pajamas that I
handed you.

Kisses, Mother




A Beam of Light in the Darkness
The story of the Righteous Among the
Nations in Bedzin

By Yona Kobo (kotlic

The stories of the Righteous are based on the documents Jound at Yad
Vashem archives and “The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the
Nations - Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust”

On the 650™ anniversary of the city of Bedzin we wish to extol those
who dared to defy the forces of evil, in the darkest days when human
hatred and cruelty reached their lowest depths.

We wish to thank those who did their utmost to help the persecuted
Jews while endangering their own lives and families, those whom we
call “Righteous Among the Nations” (righteous gentiles).

‘Righteous Among the Nations” is a distinction awarded by the State of
Israel to non-Jews who displayed unusual courage and ethics during the
Holocaust based on a single motive — love of mankind.

To date, 22221 people have been recognized by Yad Vashem as
“Righteous Among the Nations” including 6,066 Poles.

Mieczyslaw Zawadzki
He who opened the gates of the Church

When WWII broke out, the German troops invaded Bedzin on
September 4, 1939. On the night between September 8" and 9"
German soldiers burst through the gates to the houses bordering
on the Great Synagogue of Bedzin. The soldiers hurled hand
grenades at the houses and ordered everyone to evacuate their
homes, claiming that Jews had shot at them from the
synagogue.

The many Jews who ran to the synagogue, where they sought
protection, met their death when the synagogue was burned.
Many others were led by the German soldiers and were forced to
stand alongside the outer wall of the church. There, the soldiers
ordered them to run quickly. Whoever remained standing was
shot - whoever ran, was also shot. The soldiers aimed to kill.

Up on the hilltop, near the synagogue, stood a church where
Father Mieczyslaw Zawadzki presided.

A group of Jews ran frantic towards the gates of the church at
the top of the hill. The German soldiers shot them with automatic
weapons, and several people were wounded.

When they reached the church gate, Father Zawadzki opened
the gate and let us all in. He instructed the nuns to treat their
wounds and give them first aid. When they were finished, he
asked the people to leave by the rear gate because he was in
danger of being killed. He explained that he and the nuns would
be executed if it became known that they assisted Jews.

On the other side of the hill, the situation was much calmer. The
people left the church in the dead of the night.

The Jewish cemetery was located at the foot of the hill. They lay
until the sun came up.

In the morning, they walked over to the town. They were saved.

Genowefa Pajak

Six-years-old Tamara
Genowefa Pajak developed very close ties with Jews in the
Bedzin ghetto as a result of the battering trade she conducted
with them Pajak was considered a very trustworthy woman, and
because she had connections with the Germans too, she learned
of planned ‘Aktionen’ in the ghetto in advance and would warn
her Jewish friends ahead of time.
Before the Action of August 1942, Pajak offered to hide Henrietta
Szpigelman, the daughter of acquaintances, in her home.
Szpigelman refused and instead asked Pajak to hide Tamara
Cygler, her six-years-old cousin. After Pajak met with Cygler's
parents, they entrusted her with their daughter and gave Pajak a
letter with an address of relatives in Israel, asking her to give
their daughter to them if they should not survive.
Despite the danger to her life, Pajak cared for young Cygler for
about three years, and without asking for or receiving anything in
return provided for all her needs, even during a period when she
was forced to move the child from one family to another for fear
of informers.
After the war, Pajak learned that Cygler's parents had perished
and informed the relatives in Israel that the Jewish child was in
her care.
Brokenhearted, Pajak handed Tamara over to her relatives and
until her death followed her development and fate as if she were
her own.

QWY 72 2RIWR MR 2700 NI
The Evenue of the Rightous Among the Nations at Yad Vashem

Wladyslawa Palka

Dressed in girl’s clothing
In June 1943, just before the liquidation of the Bedzin ghetto,
eight-years-old Lazar Krakowski's father decided to do
everything in his power to save his son’s life. With the help of a
Polish acquaintance, Krakowski managed to get his son over the
Aryan side of the city where he handed his son to Wiadyslawa
Palka, who before the war had done housework in his home and
knew Lazar from the day he was born. Plaka received young
Lazar warmly and hid him in her apartment for an entire year
teaching him Catholics prayers. Because only the concierge was
in on her secret of the boy's presence, Palka would take the
Jewish boy out in the streets dressed in girl's clothing.
However, Plaka eventually began to receive anonymous letters
accusing her of hiding a Jewish boy. When the danger that Lazar
would be discovered increased, Palka obtained a Christian birth
certificate for him and sent him to live with relatives of her in the
country. Lazar was introduced there as a relative from Warszawa
and raised tighter with the relative’s children until the end of the
war.
After the war, Palka took Lazar back and informed the Jewish
committee of his existence. When representatives came to take
him, Palka refused to give Lazar up until a member of the boy's
family came for him.
His father, who had brought her the child, had perished in
Auschwitz, but his mother survived and Palka returned Lazar to
her safe and sound and they both immigrated to Israel.
Palka was a devoted catholic and all her actions, for which she
never asked for nor received anything in retune, were motivated
by her deep religious sentiments.

Jerzy Grzybowski

Strictly forbidden to befriend Jews

In the spring of 1944, Jerzy Grzybowski, a poor worker who lived
in the town of Bedzin, was employed as a constructor worker for
the Blechhamer camp, a subsidiary camp of Auschwitz. In April
1944, hundreds of prisoners, including Samuel Montag, a Jew
who hailed from the same town as Grzybowski, were transferred
from Auschwitz to Blechhamer camp.
Although it was strictly forbidden to befriend Jews, Grzybowski
became friendly with Montag and expressed a desire to help
him. While on leave from the camp, Grzybowski visited Montag’s
relatives living in Bedzin under assumed identities, who gave him
food to take back to Montag. Grzybowski began to plan Montag's
escape from the camp, and on one of his leaves, brought
Montag civilians cloths.
In September 1944, Grzybowski and Montag took advantage of
a commotion that broke out in the camp when Soviet warplanes
began bombing it, to flee to the nearby forest, where Montag
replaced his prisoner’s grab with civilian clothes.
A few days later, in the dead of the night, the two reached
Bedzin, their native town. After accompanying Montag to
relatives of his, Grzybowski left.
Montag stayed with his relatives until the liberation and after the
war emigrated to Germany, where he kept up contact with
Grzybowski.
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Dear Friends and Fellow Zaglembians,

This year, the Jewish year of 5768 — 2008, is the 60"
anniversary of the State of Israel. The Jewish people in Israel
and all over the world will celebrate this event.

As Jews of Zagiebie (Zaglembie) we mark a number of other
anniversaries this year as well:

e Holocaust Memorial Day this year will be the 20"

anniversary of the establishment of a memorial site for
Zagtebie Jewry near Modi'in. We will mark this occasion
appropriately.
We first dedicated the memorial in April 1988, on
Holocaust Memorial Day of the year 5748, in the
presence of thousands of former Jews of Zagtebie living
in Israel and in the Diaspora. Since then our Holocaust
Memorial Day gathering has been held annually on site
before a large audience.

¢ In August 1988 a delegation consisting of 140 first- and
second-generation Jews from Zagtebie embarked on a
voyage to the graves of our ancestors in the cemeteries
of Zagigbie. On this visit we dedicated the large
cemetery at Czeladz, which served both Bedzin
(Bendzin) and Czeladz. The cemetery had been
demolished and it was restored by Monik Stavsky, who
erected a tombstone on the common grave.

Since then delegations of members of the organization
have been traveling to Poland annually in order to visit
the graves of our ancestors and remember the Jews of
Zaglebie. These visits include many acts of
commemoration, particularly in the city of Bedzin.

This year we will mark the 20" anniversary of the
rededication of the restored cemetery.

e This year is the 650" anniversary of Bedzin and the local
authorities will be marking the significant part of Jews in
the development of the city. The many events taking
place in Bedzin in August will be attended, among
others, by a delegation of 200 IDF officers. The
festivities will include a Jewish-themed show, as well as
the dedication of a stone slab commemorating the
Zawala St. Cemetery, established in the 15" century and
serving Jews from the entire region.

e Sosnowiec, the “youngest” but largest city in Zaglebie,
will be holding an exhibit on the Jews of the city and their
part in its development this year. In addition, our visit will
coincide with the ceremony commemorating 65 years
since the liquidation of the Zagiebie ghettos.

Thus there are many good reasons to take part in the delegation
to Zaglebie, which will be leaving in mid-August.

This will indeed be a year full of activities, and | hope that it will
be an auspicious year for our organization.

Sam Skura of blessed memory
Sam (Shmuel) Skura passed away in February of this year.
Sam was an extremely dedicated man.
He was a member of the management of the Bedzin-
Sosnowiec Association in New York, which he headed for
many years. The association made copious donations to
various Israeli establishments, such as Beit-Hatfutzot,
medical and cultural institutions, and others.
The New-York based association has always maintained full
cooperation with the Israeli organization of Zaglebie Jewry
and it had a large part in the establishment of the memorial
site in Modi’in. Sam also made personal donation towards
establishing the amphitheatre that carries his name.
In addition, Sam was a great supporter of Yad Vashem and
he was prominently active in the American Society for Yad
Vashem in New York. In 2005 an impressive learning center
was inaugurated at Yad Vashem, established with the help of
a donation by Sam and Stella Skura, otherwise known as the
“Center for major questions arising from the Holocaust”.
With the death of Sam Skura, the Zagl¢bie organization has
lost one of its greatest activists and supporters and, I,
personally have lost a good friend.
May his memory be blessed.

Abraham Green
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“And bring you into the land of Israel”
The 20" Anniversary of Yad Hazikaron
By Itzhak Greengras

On Holocaust Memorial Day of the year 1988, at the World Gathering of
Zagiebie Jewry, the memorial for Zaglebie Jewry was dedicated in a
dignified ceremony. The memorial site was established at the entrance
to the Zaglebie Martyrs Forest near Modiin.

To this day it is hard to understand how we succeeded in establishing
such an honorable memorial site for the Jews of Zaglebie, almost all of
who were killed in the Holocaust, with no support from government or
global organizations.

The first phase of the memorial site consisted of planting the “Martyrs
Forest”, encompassing 10,000 trees, each tree symbolizing a Jewish
family from the area. A few months after the forest was planted, the
second phase commenced. In a meeting with representatives of Jewish
Zaglebie associations in the Diaspora, it was proposed that we
commemorate the Jews of Zagtebie annihilated in the Holocaust who
never received a proper Jewish burial.

For this purpose, a public commitiee headed by Prof. Yehoshua Prawer
was established, and his deputies were Sam Skura from New York and
Arieh Ben-Tov from Israel. An organizing committee was established,
encompassing activists from among the Jews of Zagiebie from Israel
and abroad. In Israel a team of four was selected: Abraham Green,
Yitzchak Gringers, Moshe Magar and Natek Zim. This was the
managing commitiee of the Israeli organization. Engineer Zvi Langer
headed the professional committee that supervised construction of the
memorial.

We started to look for ways to finance our project. The organization had
produced a detailed brochure of Yad Hazikaron and sent it to
Zaglebians in Israel and abroad. Green and | made trips to Europe and
North America to raise money. We were welcomed by each of the
Zagigbie organization who opened their hearts and donated.

On one of my trips to the States | saw in Washington the way Vietnam's
soldiers are commemorated — in a valley where all their names are
engraved on big marble plaques.

When | came back to Israel, | had suggested that we will add a valley of
commemoration to Yad hazikaron in which all names of Shoa victims of
Zagtebie will be engraved on marble plaques.

The final plan, designed by Dov Hoff and Marilla Feder, consists of a
number of sections:

At the entrance to the memorial on an elevated surface we erected
headstones in memory of each of the communities of Zagtebie. To this
day | can’t contain myself when | remember how the headstones were
lowered into the pits. Abraham Green and | poured earth brought from
Auschwitz into each of the pits before the headstones were erected. Our
tears flowed.

To the left of the entrance there is a cement wall with granite plates. The
plates are engraved with a geographical map of the Zagtebie region,
accompanied on both sides by explanations about the communities and
their fate in Hebrew and English.

When reaching the end of the memaorial site, to the left, visitors descend
into a valley whose walls are covered by black granite boards, engraved
with the names of the Jews of Zagflebie killed in the Holocaust. The
names are headed by a verse: “...and cause you to come up out of your
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel” (Ezekiel, 37,12).

On the right there are steps leading to the area above the valley. Here
stand the large letters of the word “Zachor” (Remember). The letters
were designed by Engineer Zvi Danziger and made of special steel
brought from Europe. The “Zachor” letters can be seen from a distance.
On the side of the valley there are seven devices for lighting seven
beacons at Holocaust Day ceremonies.

Various bushes and flowers have been planted around the memorial
site, all within the Zagtebie Martyrs Forest.

Three years after the site was established, we signed an agreement
with the KKL- Keren Kayemet Leisrael (JNF - Jewish National Fund)
concerning future maintenance of the memorial site. The site is well
maintained by the KKL and visited by many people.

A few years ago, an amphitheatre was added to the site, the
contribution was mainly of the Sam and Stella Skura family of NY.

On behalf of the management of Zagtebie Organization, | would like to
thank all the activists and donors from Israel and all over the world who
enabled us to perform the great Mitzvah — “Remember what Amaleq did
to thee...” (Devarim / Deutercnomy, 25, 17).

e N
Towards Holocaust Memorial Day - May 1, 2008,
we will be launching the website of the
i Zaglebie ( Zaglembie) Jewry Organization.
On the website you will find information on the history of the
communities of Zaglebie, the organization’s activities in the
present and its plans for the future.

zaglebie-world.org
Visit the website and share in our activities.
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Zagiebie world organization is honored to invite you to
Yom Hashoa Memorial Service 2008

Yizkor for Zaglebie (Zaglembie) Martyrs

The ceremony will take place
at Yad Hazikaron in Modiin
On Thursday, Mai 1" 2008, 4,,

In the presence of:

Mr. Avi Dichter - Minister of Internal Security

Mrs. Agnieszka Magdziak-Miszewska — Ambassador of
Poland in Israel
Mr. Radoslaw Baran - Mayor of Bedzin
Mr. Natan Wallach - Tel Aviv Deputy Mayor
Mr. Abraham Green - Chairman of Zaglebie
(Zaglembie) World Organization

Memorial Service:
Cantor Arihe Brown

In the program:
" Yair Klinger and the “Raananim” Ensemble
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2008 Coming Events - Save the Date

April, 16
Wednesday, 5:30pm

"Lechaim" - Passover
Gathering at 23 Frishman St.,
Tel-Aviv

May, 1, Thursday, 4pm
Yad Hazikaron 20" anniversary

Yom Hashoa Memorial at
Yad Hazikaron in Modiin

June, 13, Friday, 10am Yad Vashem
August, 10, Sunday, 4pm Tisha Be'Av Yahrzeit
August, 15 -23 Heritage tour to Poland

September, 5
Wednesday, 5:30pm

"Lechaim" - Rosh Hashanah®
Gathering — at 23 Frishman
St., Tel-Aviv

December *

Hanukkah Ball

2009

February, 6 **
Friday 11:30am

Tu Be'shvat planting at Yad
Hazikaron in Modiin

April, 1
Wednesday, 5:30pm

"Lechaim" - Passover
Gathering at 23 Frishman St.,
Tel-Aviv

April 21, Tuesday, 4pm

Yom Hashoa Memorial at
Yad Hazikaron in Modiin

*For any more information, please call the organization on
Wednesday afternoon, Tel: 972-3- 5270919
**There could be a schedule change due to weather conditions.
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