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From Distraction to Revival
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The Righteous among Nations
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CHASTDEI UMOT HAOLAM - SPRAWIEDLIWI

WSROD NARODOW SWIATA

Anna Cwiakowska

19 sierpnia 1953 Kneset - parlament Panstwa
Izrael wuchwalil ustawe o pamieci =zagitady 1
bohaterstwa. W Jerozeoclimie powstat Instytut Yad
(Yad Vashem znaczy po hebrajsku -
miejsce i imie. Pochodzi to z Ksiegi Izajasza
/8efer Iszaja-Tanach/ i Jjest obietnica Boga,
dang ludziom innego pochedzenia, ale przyjaznym
ludziom wiary mojzZeszowe] :’’Dam im w domu moim
i w murach moich miejsce i imie lepsze od syndw
i cérki, imie wieczne dam im, ktdre nie
zaginie”.) W dniu 25 marca 1985 Kneset uchwaliil
poprawke do ustawy, wediug ktdére] mozna Sprawi-
edliwemu nada¢ réwniez honorowe obywatelstwo
Panstwa Izrael

Vashem.

W Yad Vashem aktywnie pracuje Wydzial do spraw
Sprawiedliwych Wéréd Narodéw Swiata - ludzi =z
réznych krajéw okupowanej przez hitlerowskie
Niemcy Eurcpy, ktérzy =z narazeniem wiasnego
zycia ratowali od $Smierci 2Zydéw. W kazdym =z
tych krajéw za pomoc czy ukrywanie Zydéw
grozity straszliwe represje, acznie 2z kara
Smierci, ale Jjedynie w Pclsce pod hitlerowsksz
wtadza za najmniejsza pomoc udzielonz Zydowi
grozita kara Smierci.

kilkuset
Badania

W Polsce zgineio z tego powodu
Polakéw, z danych Gldéwnej Komisji
Zbreodni Hitlerowskich w Polsce wynika,
pomoc Zydom Niemcy zabili 900 Polakéw.

Ze za

Istnieja dwa Towarzystwa Sprawiedliwych: \
Izraelu I w Polsce. W innych krajach Europy nie
ma takich stowarzyszen, chociaz zyja tam ludzie
z tytulem Sprawiedliwego Wsréd Naroddéw Swiata.

Panstwo Izrael przyznalo ustaws Kneset stalag
miesieczng pensje - od marca 1986 roku -
Sprawiedliwym, zyjacym w Israelu. Rzecznikiem
Izraelskiego Stowarzyszenia Sprawiedliwych jest
Pp. Szoszana Raczynska, ktéra podaje, z2e w
Izraelu zyje ocbecnie 48 Sprawiedliwych, kobiet
I mezczyzn: Polacy, Builgarzy, Wegrzy, Rosjanie,
Ukraincy, Litwini, Jugositawianie, Holendrzy,
Albanczycy, Rumuni - przewaznie ludzie =z
matzenstw mieszanych, ktérzy przybyili do kraju
z mezem Zydem czy zona Zydéwka.

Sprawiedliwi z Zagigbia i SLASKA

W mojej ksiazce p.t. “Zabawy w Chowanego”, w
ktére] ukazuje sylwetki Sprawiedliwych, gitéwnie
z Polski, nie ma nikogo z Zagiebia czy Gdérnego
Slaska. Wiem, 2e kilka lat temu zaszczytny
tytui Sprawiedliwej otrzymata pani Wieczkowska
z Zagiebia. W Ksiedze Sprawiedliwych dra
Michata Grynberga, wydanej w Polsce w 1993
roku, poteznym dziele - ponad 700 stron -
znalaziam nastepujace nazwiska Sprawiedliwych
z Zagiebia

Chawinska Bogumila i Jan - Sosnowiec; uratowali
dziecko Danuty Bachmajer.

Grzybowski Jerzy - Bedzin; uratowal dziecko
zyowskie - Janka Klajnmana, oraz Samuela
Montaga.

Jablonski - Wincenty, Krystyna, Stanisiaw,
Janina, Zofia: Niwka; uratowali nastepujace
oscby: Salomea Zylberman i Jjej cbébrka Pola,
Tecdor Cukierman i cérka Liliana.

Latos Jozef, Latos Waclaw - Sosnowiec;
udzielali pomocy licznym Zydom, udzielili
schronienia Adeli Leneman.

Pustelnik Gertruda - Pszczyna-Poreba, wojew—
édztwo Katowice; uratowata dwie zbiegie =z

Marszu Smierci 2z Os$wiecimia, Zydéwki: Anna
Pinkus - MysSliborska 2z domu Cukierman =z
Sosnowca I Maria Teichman-Gelerter z Warszawy.
Sitko Maria, Sitko-Gelbhart Wanda - Sosnowiec;
pomogty, ratowaty i ukrywaly nastepujace osoby
Fryda 1 Jerzy Feder, Heniek Mandelbaum,
Felicja i Leon Weintraub.
Skowronska Honorata - Dabrowa Gérnicza;
uratowata niemowle, Irene Frydrych 2z Bedzina,
cérke Bernarda Frydrycha.
Leckadia  Pessel — Ochojec kolo Katowic;
uratowata Fele Kokotek-Weiss, cérke Moszego i
Brandli Kckotek z Sosnowca.
Tkocz Maria, Tkocz Jdzef - Wodzisitaw élaski:
ukryli 3 Zydéwki zbiegte z Marszu Smierci =z
Auschwitz Erna Brzegowska z Bedzina, Genia
Klapholz z Krakowa, Jadwiga Schilit z Bedzina.
Wawak Krystyna, Wawak Ignacy, Jbézefa Hankus,

Rozalia Porebska - wied Bujakdw kolo Bielska-
Biaiej; uratowali nastepuje oscby: Adela
Zawadzka z dzieckiem i siostrg - z getta w
Seosnowcu, Elek Jakubowicz - 2z Sosnowca, Marian

- brat Adeli Zawadzkiej, Gutmanowie-Rézia i
Mojzesz z getta Sosnowiec.
Wilczek Paulina - Katowice;
Majtlis z Bedzina.

Ksiadz Mieczysitaw Zawadzki - Bedzin; gdy Niemcy
podpalili synagoge w Bedzinie, razem z Zydami,
otworzyt drzwi Kosciota i wukryl tych Zydéw,
ktérzy zdotali sie wydostad z ptonacej
synagogi .

uratowata Emme

O Nobla dla Sprawiedliwych

Cd kilku lat trwaja uporczywe starania o to,
zeby Pokojowa Nagrode Nobla przyznaé zbiorowo
Sprawiedlwym Wsréd Narodéw Swiata.

Nagrody takie Komitet Nobla udzielil juz t.zw.
“eciatom zbiorwym!" kilku instytucjom [}
miedzynarodowym zasiegu. Miejmy nadzielje, :ze
jeszcze ostatni zZyjacy na sSwiecie Sprawiedliwy
Wsréd Narodédw Swiata zdazy ja przed sSmiercia
odebra¢ - w imieniu wszystkich szlachetnych
Chasidei Umot Olam.
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The Second & Third Generation
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Szanowny Panie Przewodniczacy

.. Tegoroczna jesien obfitowata w rdine wazne

wydarzenia. Zapewne dotarta do Izraela
wiadomosé o przyznaniu kardynalowli Jean-Marie
Lustigerowi, arcybiskupowi Paryza tytutu
Honorowego Obywatela Bedzina. Dla naszego
miasta byto to historyczne wydarzenie.
Uhonorowano nie  tylko czlowieka Kosciola,
ktérego korzenie tkwiz wiasnie w zZydowskim
Bedzinie, ale takze przypomnianoc fakt, :ze
bogactwo i wielkosé tego najstarszego zagitebi-
owskiego miasta tworzyly przez wieki dwie
spoiecznosci - polska i zydowska. Daly one nie
tylko Bedzinowi, ale Polsce i sSwiatu ludzi
niezwykiych - indywidualnosci, ktdére pozost-
awity po sobie "“sSlady” - duchowe i materialne
owoce swoje] aktywnosci. Z ich dorocbku kolejne
pokolenia powinny czerpaé to, co najwarto-
Sciowsze, co moze siuzyé budowaniu lokalne]
spoiecznosci - otwartej] 1 tolerancyjnej na
dobro piynace z rdznych zrddel.

W przygotowaniu wizyty kardynaia Lustigera
miatem swdj niematy udzial. Ciesze sie z tego,
ze spotkata sie z duzym spotecznym
zainteresowaniem. Byla szeroko komentowana w
Polsce. Niestety, Jjej bardzo dobry odbidér nieco
zepsuty koleje glupstwa wypowiadane przez
ksiedza  Jankowskiego, a dotyczace wynikodw
wyboréw parlamentarnych i nowe]j koalicji. Na
szczescie tym razem spotkaty sie one 9z
odpowiednia reakcja ze strony Kosciota i
politykdw.

W pazdzierniku siuzby miejskie uporzadkowaly

teren wokél  obelisku, wyczyszczonc kostke,
pomalowano tawki. Zmienit sie takze cmentarz
zydowski na Gobérze Zamkowej - wykoszono chwasty

i wysoka trawe. Mysle, ze te fakty uciesza Pana
i  wszystkich  Zagtebiakéw w  Izraelu. Na
kamienicy przy ulicy Kotiataja 34 umieszczono
tablice upamietniajaca rodzine kardynata
Lustigera. To /kolejny znak $wiadczacy o
obecnosci spolecznosci zZydowskie] w naszym
miescie.

Pisze te sitowa tuz przed sSwietami Bozego Naro-
dzenia. Wiem, e spolecznosé zZydowska w prawie
tym samym czasie obchodzi éwieto Chanuka. Zycze
Panu i wszystkim bliskim wszelkie] pomysSlnosci,
spokoju i1 zdrowia.

Z wyrazami szacunku
Roman Goczoil

Z listu sp. Romana Goczola kierownika wydzialu
oswiaty w Urzedu Miejskiego Miasta Bedzina.
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The Monument of the Bendzin’s Synagogue
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Abraham Green
Przewodniczacy Swiatowego Zwiazku
Zydéw Zaglebia

W imieniu Pana Ambasadora Wojciecha
Adamieckiego przebywajacego aktualnie w Polsce,
goraco dziekuje =za zyczenia sSwiateczne i
noworoczne, ktdére byl Pan laskaw nadesiaé w
liscie z dnia 21 grudnia br. Dziekuje réwniez
za nadesianie do Ambasady RP w Tel Awiwie
egzemplarzy gazety wydawanej przez Swiatowy
Zwiazek Zydéw Zagiebia. Lektura tej ciekawej
pozycji pozwala wyrazidé przekonanie, ze dziata-
lnos¢ kierowanej przez Pana organizacji situzy
dalszemu zblizZeniu pomiedzy Polskz i Izraelem.

Korzystajac z tej sposcbnosci pragne réwniez
przestaé¢ na Pana rece serdeczne zzyczenia
waesolych swiat Chanuka dla wszystkich
Zagtebiakdéw zrzeszonych w Swiatowym Zwiazku.

Pioter Puchta -*Radca Ambasady
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Girls of the third generation dance at the Hanukah gala



e Finance Committee: Moshe Mager, Itzhak Greengrass, Abraham
Green, (Each check that the association administers requires the
signature of two of the finance committee members).

e FEvents Committee: Responsible for planning events for the
organization members - memorial ceremonies, lectures, etc.

e Welfare Committee: Responsible for the organization’s events hall
and for helping the organization’s members.

e Technical Committee: Responsible for the conservation of the sites
n Israel.

o Foreign connections Committee: Responsible for communication
with the Diaspora Jews and for conservation of Jewish sites in
Zaglambie.

e Archive and Internet Committee: Responsible for collecting
material about Zaglambian Jewry.

e  Organization Committee: Responsible for the ongoing activities in
the organization.

~he Banukah Gala- 7hird Genevation on Stage

The active participation of the third generation of the Jews of Zaglambie
was one of the most beautiful scenes of the traditional Hanukah gala. The
gala took place this year on the fifth night of Hanukah. The candle lighting
ceremony performed by Cantor Arieh Brown was especially impressive.
Organization member Hadassa Kantor, one of the gala organizers, said the
opening remarks. The organization chairman, Mr. Abraham Green,
blessed the members. Five cute girls, the grandchildren of Zaglambian
survivors, performed in the artistic part of the evening, which was a
pleasant surprise. The meal that was served was delicious and was
accompanied by beautiful melodies from the orchestra. The evening
ended with the traditional lottery and prize distribution.

Professor Shaul Friedlander’s Lecture under
the auspices of the Dr. Arieh Ben-Tov
(Hasenberg) Center of Holocaust Studies

On Monday, December 22, 1997, in the “Young People’s Cultural
Center in Kfar Saba” a lecture was presented by Profs. Shaul
Fridlander, Israeli Prize winner in General History (1983) and
leading Holocaust scholar. 200 Katzenelson High School students,
educators and other guests were present to hear his lecture on the
theme - “Nazi Germany and Jews During the Years of Persecution,
1933 - 1939™.

This lecture was initiated by the Registered Society - ““The Center
of Holocaust Studies in the memory of Dr. Arieh Ben-Tov
(Hasenberg) of blessed memory” and with the support and
assistance of the Katzenelson High School principal, Mr. Avigdor
Kirschner. The center was established by Dr. Ben Tov’s family to
commemorate their loved one by establishing a center which
would support the reinforcement of Holocaust awareness of young
people. Other lectures are planned during the year.

The Center is involved in a close collaboration with the

Katzenleson High-school in Kfar Saba, donating books to the
school library on the subject of the Holocaust. It has also
published a book “Moje Credo” (I Believe) which summarizes the
period of Dr. Ben Tov’s activities in Poland between 1980 - 1996.
The book was written in Polish and was distributed in 450 copies
in Zaglembie and central libraries in Poland.

Personal Commemorations

We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial site, there are still places left for personal commemorations of
family members that were killed in the Holocaust. One engraved line of
commemoration in black marble costs $150. Those who wish to
commemorate their beloved ones can contact the organization.

Relations with the “Future Generations” in the
Diaspora

A group of members from the “second generation” finctions these days
establishing contacts with the “future generation” of the Zaglambian Jews
in the Diaspora. In this context, letters were sent to the U.S., Canada,
Australia, and Europe. In these letters, the members were asked to keep in
touch with the many members of the organization of Zaglambian Jews in
Israel. The intention is to hear, absorb, and expand the information about
the glorious Zaglambian Judaism. The letter can be seen in two Internet
sites:

http:\\www.man katowice.pl/katowice/informator/guest_eng1998.shtml
http:\\berniann.com/message/msgs958 html

~u' Rishvat Planting
On Friday, the 13th of February, generations of Zaglambian Jews gathered
in the commemoration site in Modiin to fulfill the commandment of
planting. The cold weather could not succeed in stopping the planting joy.
Ten big trees were planted above the Amphitheater, and 150 other small
plants were planted on the east side of the site. Both the young and the
older generations participated in this event.
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Planting in the Commemoration site in Modiin
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Dear Lellow >aglembians,

We are pleased to offer you the second edition of “Zaglembier Zeitung.”
This newsletter is for all of us, and we would like you to take an active part
in it. We would be more than happy to print your responses to the
newsletter and anything that you find relevant to the Zaglembian Jewry in
the past or present. We hope that this newsletter will be an additional link
to unite the Jews of Zaglembie in Israel and the Diaspora.

This year marks fifty years of independence for the State of Israel. The
revival of the Jewish homeland is a symbol for the Jewish nation and
especially for us the survivors and our family members. In this newsletter,

there are articles that tell the stories of a people’s transition from
destruction to rebirth. An additional topic in this edition is the stories of the
Righteous among the Nations; people whom we cannot thank enough for
what they did to save Jews and the dignity of human beings.

As Tsrael enters its S0t year, we wish the State and ourselves for peace
and tranquillity to prevail in our time in Israel and all around the world.

We wish the Jews of Zaglembie and their families in Israel, and
throughout the world, a happy and kosher Passover.

The Lditors

Table of Contents

Articles in Hebrew

o  Abraham Green, “And thou shalt tell thy son...”-The contribution of
Zaglembian Jewry to the State of Israel.

e Dr. Shlomo Netzer, “Zaglembian Jewry - the first memory from the
days of the Holocaust”- The first documentation of Zaglembian
Jewish survivors of the Shoa.

e Rivka Reich, “It happened a second time’- A story of the surrender of
“Gush Etztzion” in the War of Independence.

e  Baruch Gaftek, “I was besieged throughout the world- (poem).

e Chaim Chefer, “‘The righteous among the nations”- (poem).

®  Ayalah Avidov, “The savior of one soul”-Things that were said in the
meeting that took place in Poland in July 1997 with the righteous
among the nations and a group of “Zaglembian Jews of Tsrael.”.

e Chairman of the Knesset - Dan Tichon, “Denounced writing of a
murdered nation”- (letter).

e  Issac Neumnan, “The rising of the dead”- (letter).

Tushia Herzberg, “The Answer”- (Response to Neuman’s letter).

e Itzhak Artzi, “The future generation™- (letter).

e Avigdor Kirschner, “The Student of Katzenelson in Zaglembie”-
Kirschner, the Principal of the Katzenelson High School in Kfar Saba,
tells of the connections between the school and the organization of the
Zaglembian Jews in Israel.

e  Ella Chefetz, “A great love within me for my grandmother”- Writings
inspired by a visit to Poland by a group of students.

®  Noah Kantor, “Zaglembier Zeitung-The story of a newspaper.

Articles in Polish

e  Anna Cwiakowska, “The Righteous among the Nations”-The story of
the righteous among the nations from Zaglembie.

e Roman Goczol, “Bendzin”- (A letter from the Bendzin Municipality).

e  Pioter Puchta, “Good Wishes”- (A letter from the Polish Embassy in
Israel).

Information

New Photos of Zaglembian Jewry

A Movie

The organization has recently received an eleven-minute movie about the
Jews of Bendzin and Dombrowa that was filmed by the Germans during
the War. Jeff Cymbler of New York sent the movie to us. The film was
found in the American military archivee. ~ We are looking into the
possibility of showing the film to the members of the organization.
Photographs

The Holocaust Museum in Washington sent to the organization a new
collection of 1,040 photos that document the Jewish Youth Movements in
Zaglembie before the war. The collection is on a disk in Mr. Beni
Harshkovitz’s possession. He can be contacted for further information at
Tel.: 03/523-3528.

The Registered Society of the Zaglembian
Communities Organization

The organization was granted the status of a Registered Society by the
Registrar of Societies in the Ministry of Interior on December 31,1997.
“The Zaglembian Commumities of Poland Organization” - Registered
Society No: 58-031-383-1.

There was a general meeting of the Registered Society on February 18,
1998 led by Mr. Naftali Feder. The secretary of the meeting was Mr. Ariel
Yehalomi. In this forum, the goals of the organization were discussed and
new committees were chosen.

11 'ny

The Goals of the Registered Society

e  Commemoration of the memory of the Zaglembian Jewry and to pass
on the heritage of Zaglembian Judaism to the next generation.

e A promise to sustain commmemoration sites and other sites of the
organization in Israel (the memorial site in Modiin, the grave stone in
Nachalat Itzhak, and the organization Hall in Frishman 23).

e Taking care of renovation, conservation, and maintenance of Jewish
sites in Zaglambian cities in Poland (cemeteries and memorials).

e Maintaining contact with Zaglambian Jews from Israel and
Zaglambian Jews around the world, as well as establishing and
maintaining relations with future generations of Zaglambian Jews.

e Organizing a variety of events for the organization members.
Activities related to the Holocaust and other activities.

Committees

e The Executive Board: Chairman - Abraham Green. Board
Members- Ayala Avidov (Shlezinger), Karola Balitzka, Abraham
Chaba, Benjamin Gilead, Varda Greenberg (Tubiash), Itzhak
Greengrass, Sala Huberfeld, Hadassa Kantor, Yona Kobo (Kotlitzki)
,Shlomo Kariv, Zvi Landau, Zvi Lemel, Moshe Mager, Gidi Sheiner,
Shaul Stemnfeld, Nathan Zim, Ariel Yahalomi

e Auditing Committee: Shalom Hertzberg, Dov Zelmanovitch, Ditza
Openhaim.
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Zaglembie World Organization, 23 Frishman St., Tel Aviv 63561, Israel
For contributions - Bank Leumi of Israel, branch No. : 802, account No. : 98084/48





