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Bendzin. (R) (above) Warsaw (below) Sosnowiec — Unveiling the plaque commemorating the public hanging of 6 Jews at the location
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Yad Hazikaron — Zaglembie Jews Memorial, at Yom Hashoa 2006
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Minister Ronny Bar-On & Mr. Abraham Green at Yad Hazikaron
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Painting by Holocaust Survivor Shmuel Leitner of Bendzin
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Iechak Turner urodzit %1(; W BQlele

| lcchak Tumer z corikg doktora Zoflg Kosibowicz-Rydel

SPRA\VIEDI.IWY WSROD NARODOW SWIATA Z BEDZINA

POSMIERTNE PODZIEKOWANIE
DR. TADEUSZOWI KOSIBOWICZOWI

Joanna ZIELIRSKA
29

- Po 67 latach wreszcie moge podzig-

= kowatdr. Tadeuszow] Kosibowiczowi.

Uciekalem zinnymi Zydami zsynago-
gi w kierunku kosciola. Niemey nas za-
uwazyliizaczeli strzelac. Zostalem
ranny. Doko$ciola wpuscil nasks. Za-
wadzki. Potemn wymykahémy sig tyl-
nymwyjsciem. Cala noclalasie ze mnie
krew. Pom6gl midr Kosibowicz. Nara-
ajaczycie, leczyl wielu Zydowinawel
pokryjomu hospitalizowal - wspomi-
naTurner.

Dziekijego staraniom Tadeusz Ko-
sibowicz poSmiertnie otrzymal we wio-
rek w Bedzinie medal ,Sprawiedliwy
wérod Narodow Swiata™. Odebratago
jego corka. Zofia Kosibowicz-Rydel.

-Tatanie pomagal tylko dlatego, ze
byllekarzem, robil tozpotrzeby serca.
Zydom pomagal lakze w obozie
w Majdanku. Jak stamigd wroeil, wazyl
zaledwie 36 kg- mowila corka doklora.

Odznaczenie przyznaje specjalna
komisja pod przewodnictwem Sadu
Najwyzszego [zraela. Medal sprawie-
dliwego trafia tylko dooséb, ktére ry-
zykowaly swoim zyciem i zdrowiem,

Wezoraj przyjechal do Polski podnegkowac tym, ktorzy uratowali mu
7ycie, gdy uciekal ze zniszczonej przez Niemcow bedzinskiej synagogi

by ratowac osoby pochodzenia zydow-
skiego od $miercii deportacji.

Turneri przedstawiciele Swiato-
wego Zwiazku Zydow zlozyli kwiaty
w miejscachupamietniajacych $mier¢
Zydow zaglebiowskich. Odwicdzili

CzeladZ, Bedzin, Slawkow i Sosnowiec.

W Czeladzi Abraham Green, prze-
wodniczacy Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia,
zostal we wlorek mianowany honoro-
wym obywatelem miasta. - W tym mie-
§ciesieurodzilemito miasto przywo-
luje najlepsze wspomnienia. Niestety,
takze tu stracilem cala rodzine - mowi
Green.

W czasiell wojny $wiatowej Green
trafil do czeladzkiego getta, byl wiez-
niem Auschwitz. Gdy trafil do Izrae-
la, wspéltworzyl Zwiazek 7ydow Zag-
lebia. Dzwkl jego staraniom w 1970 .
na wzgérzu Syjon w Jerozolimie zo-
stal odslonigty pomnik Pamigci Ofiar
Zaglady z Zaglebia. Na dziesigciu ply-
tach z piaskowca wyrylo tam nazwy
27 miejscowoéci, m.in. Sosnowea, Be-
dzina. Czeladzii Dabrowy Gorniczej,
wktorych mieszkalii gineli Zvdzi.o
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Poczawszy od 1918 roku w uznaniu szczegélnych zastug dla miasta Czelad#, Rada Miasta przyznawala tytul Honorowego Obywa-
tela Miasta. Jako pierwszy otrzymat go w 1918 roku ks. Bolestaw Pierikowski. Po roku 1918 tytul Honorowego Obywatela otrzy-
mali marszalek Jozef Pilsudski, marszatek Edward Rydz-Smigly i general Feliks Stawoj - Skladkowski. Do tradycji nadawania
tego zaszczytnego tytulu powrécono w 1987r. Do 2005 roku tytul otrzymali m.in. przedstawiciele partnerskiego francuskiego
miasta Auby: Aldebert Valette, Michel Flacheron, Bernard Briez oraz zastuzeni mieszkarncy Czeladzi: Zygmunt Szkocny, Janusz
Domagalik, Stawomir Pietras, ks. kanonik Tadeusz Stepien. W 2006 roku na wniosek burmistrza miasta Marka Mrozowskiego,
takie Stowarzyszenia Przyjaciol Ziemi Zaglebiowskiej ,,Na $wiecie”, a takze dzieki poparciu radnych Czeladzi i Rady Powiatu
Bedzinskiego, Rada Miasta w Czeladzi podjela uchwale o nadaniu Tytulu Honorowego Obywatela Czeladzi panu Abrahamowi
Greenowi - przewodniczagcemu Swiatowego Zwigzku Zydow Zaglebia Dabrowskiego z siedziba w Tel Awiwie, czeladzianinowi,
obywatelowi lzraela. Uroczystos¢ nadania tej honorowej godnosci odbedzie sie w dniu 22 sierpnia, w Palacu ,,Pod Filarami”
w Czeladzi, podczas pobytu Abrahama Greena wraz grupy izraelskiej mtodziezy w Zaglebiu. (wk)

(Szerszq relacje z tego wydarzenia przekazemy czytelnikom ,Echa Czeladzi” w wydaniu wrzesniowym).

foto z archiwum Barbary Gruszki - Zych

bwd )

Abraham Green urodzit si¢ 15 pazdziernika
1928r. w rodzinie ojca Dova i matki Cha-
ny Haida w Czeladzi, przy ul. Bytomskiej
35. Wychowaniem dziecka zajmowala si¢
giownie matka, ktora w tym czasie byla
tawnikiem w Radzie Miejskiej oraz prze-
wodniczaca Zydowskiej Organizacji Kobiet,
aktywnie dziatala w kasie dobroczynnej i to-
warzystwie opieki nad chorymi, zarzadzala
takze ochronka dla dzieci.

W wieku 11 lat Abraham zaczal praco-
wa¢ w warsztacie stolarskim Witwickiego.
Miody Abraham w pamigci zachowal dra-
matyczne wydarzenia zwigzane z okresem
wojennym. Zima 1940 r. okupant niemiecki
pod przymusem i grozba $mierci. $ciagnal
wszystkich Zydow z ulic Milowickiej i Sta-
szica. Przez pig¢ dni, w atmosferze rozpaczy
i ptaczu, cegla po cegle. rozbierali bozni-
c¢ do fundamentu. Byl rowniez $wiadkiem
krwawej srody™, kiedy to po zabiciu nie-
mieckiego zolnierza, wielu mieszkancow
w upale, musialo leze¢ twarza do ziemi
na chodnikach przez cala dobe.

W 1942 roku wraz z innymi Zydami zna-
lazt si¢ czeladzkim getcie, gdzie w trudnych
warunkach, skrajnej ngdzy 1 wycienczenia,
czgsto doprowadzani byli do smierci. Od
18 lutego 1942r. rozpoczela sie wedrowka
do miejsca docelowego — Palestyny. ..Po
drodze” byl wigZzniem: obozu przejsciowe-
go pod Wroctawiem. tagru w Markstedt. fa-
gru migdzy Lipskiem a Dreznem, obozach
w Gross Rosen, Weimaru, Buchenwaldzie,
byl robotnikiem przymusowym w zakla-
dach Kruppa.

Po wyzwoleniu przez Amerykanow
w dniu 20 kwietnia 1945r. Abraham Green
wrocil do Czeladzi i ze smutkiem stwierdzil.
Ze nie ma tu juz nikogo ze swojej rodziny.
Majac 16 lat zdecydowal si¢ na nielegalne
przekroczenie granicy i udal si¢ do obozu
uchodzcow w Bawarii. W 1947r. poprzez
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granic¢ austriacko-wloska przedostal sie
do Palestyny, skad po internowaniu na Cy-
prze anastgpnie uwolnieniu, przybyl do Izra-
ela. W tym okresie do 1zraela z roznych stron
$wiata przybylo ponad 100 Zydow - byltych
mieszkancow Zaglebia .

W kwietniu 1948r. rozpoczal stuzbe
w wojsku izraelskim, ktora trwala 12 lat.
Po zakonczeniu stuzby wojskowej zalozyl
firme¢ w branzy gazowniczej.

Pan Abraham Green staral si¢ nawiazac
kontakty z Zydami z Zagigbia i w tym ce-
lu zorganizowal wyjazd do wolnej Jerozo-
limy. Zaglgbiowscy Zydzi, ktorzy osiedlili
si¢ w Izraelu, Jerozolimie, Hajfie i w innych
osrodkach postanowili utworzy¢ wspolny
Zwiazek Zydow Zaglebia w lzraelu. Prze-
wodniczacym Zwigzku zostal wybrany
Arich Ben-Tov, wybitny adwokat, a jego za-
stgpea Pan Abraham Green.

We wrzesniu 1970r., w 25-lecie zakon-
czenia Il wojny Swiatowej w Dolinie Za-
gtady. na gorze Syjon w Jerozolimie, odsto-
nigty zostal pomnik Pamigci Ofiar Zaglady
z Zaglebia. Sklada si¢ on z wielu czesei,
wsrod ktorych znajduje si¢ 10 plyt z pia-
skowca z nazwami micjscowosci, poczyna-

jac od Sosnowca, Bedzina, Dabrowy Gor-

niczej, Czeladzi, Stawkowa., Wolbromia,
Strzemieszyc, Zabkowic i innych (lacznie
27 migjscowosci).

W latach 90-tych Arich Ben-Tov i Abra-
ham Green przyjezdzali do Zaglgbia czestor
odwiedzali takze Czeladz. skladajac hold
swoim przodkom na kirkucie i przy obeli-
sku. Dobry stan cmentarza przy ul. Bedzin-
skiej zawdzigczamy panu Monkowi Staw-
skiemu - bylemu mieszkancowi Czeladzi.

W 1997, zarejestrowane zostato Stowa-
rzyszenie Przyjaciol Ziemi Zagl¢biowskiej
.Na swiecie™, ktorego celem jest rozwijanie
kontaktow z rodakami i zwigzkami rodakow
na $wiecie, wymiana informacji, nt. publi-

przyjaciel Czeladzi i Zaglebia

Al

Blanka i Abraham Greenowie podczas kolejnej wizyty w Czeladzi

Am
CCI

kacji, tradycji i kultury Zydow Zaglebia,
nawigzywanie kontaktow mlodziezy szkol-
nej i czlonkow stowarzyszenia z rodakami
na Swiecie, w tym gospodarczych. W nastgp-
nych latach do Zaglgbia przyjezdzaly kolejne
grupy Zydéw zaglebiowskich z calego $wia-
ta razem z ich dzie¢mi i wnukami. Przyjaz-
dy dawnych mieszkancow byly i sa okazja
do spotkan i wspomnien z przeszlosci.

Po smierci Ariech Ben-Tova w czerwcu
1996r., obowiazki Przewodniczacego Swia-
towego Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia przejal
Abraham Green. Wiele czasu i wysitku wy-
magaja kontakty z Zydami z Zaglebia roz-
sianymi po calym s$wiecie. Organizuje spot-
kania na temat wspétpracy osob starszych
i mtodziezy. Chetnie przyjezdza do Zaglgbia
i do Czeladzi, ze swoimi dzie¢mi i wnukami,
by pokaza¢ im uswigcone migjsca pamigei.

Abraham Green z pelnym poswigce-
niem jednoczy swoich rodakow. Jego pra-
ca dla nich zostala zauwazona i doceniona.
W 1995r. prezydent RP Lech Walgsa odzna-
czyl Abrahama Greena Krzyzem Kawaler-
skim Odrodzenia Polski.

Postawa jednoczaca Zaglebiakow, niosa-
ca przeslanie idei dobra i pokoju w $wiecie,
to wazne dziatanie dla przyszlosci Bliskiego
Wschodu 1 1zraela.

L

Uhonorowanie Pana Abrahama Greena
Tytutem Honorowego Obywatela Miasta
Czeladz, przyjete zostalo przez Niego (cze-
mu dal wyraz w osobistym liscie do burmi-
strza Czeladzi), jako szczegolny zaszezyt
i zobowiazanie do dalszych kontaktow po-
migdzy Zaglebiem i Swiatowym Zwiazkiem
Zydow Zaglebia w Izraelu oraz bliskich oso-
bistych kontaktow nawiagzanych w okresie
I8 lat wspolpracy i przyjazni.

EUGENIUSZ BLIZNICKI
StowarzyszeNi Przviacior ZIEm ZAGLEBIOWSKIES ,,NA SWiECiE”
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Kanadyjski Dzien Pamigci Holocaustu -
25 kwiecien 2006

Uroczystos¢ skladania wiencow w Ottawie
L.B. Iskow (Ickowicz z Bedzina) -
Przedstawicielka Zaglebia

Byl to zimny, wiosenny dzien z odrobing slonca przed
poludniem. Wzgérze, na ktorym stoi budynek Parla-
mentu bylo udekorowane flagami Kanady i Izraela.
Miodzi ludzie wreczali program i pamiatkowe znaczki.

Szymon Sliwka, sekretarz finansowy Zwiazku Zaglebian
w Toronto, wraz z jego wnuczka, Rebekg Boshi powi-
nien byt dzisiaj zlozy¢ wieniec przed Parlamentem,
skladajac hold ofiarom Holocaustu.
W ostatnim momencie, z powodu choroby Szymona, ja
zostalam o to poproszona.
Razem z Phyllis Studniberg zostalySmy oddelegowane na
jego miejsce.
Udalysmy si¢ z Toronto do Ottawy, wraz z innymi
delegatami z Bathurst Jewish Community Centre.
W Ottawie znalazlysmy si¢ wsrod dygnitarzy, politykow,
reporteréw z prasy i telewizji - w thumie ponad tysiaca
ludzi. Oczy wszystkich byly zwrécone na premiera
Kanady, Stevena Harpera. Liderzy kanadyjskiego rzadu
przemawiali z pasja: Holocaust nie moze si¢ powtorzyc! !
Przemawial takze pan Alan Baker, ambasador Kanady w
Izraelu. Najladniejsze przemowienie wyglosila Sedzia
Sadu Najwyzszego Kanady, pani Rosalie Abella
"z drugiego pokolenia", corka oséb ktore przezyly
Holocaust.
Razem z Phyllis bylySmy jednymi z ostatnich skladaja-
cych wience. Przesuwalysmy si¢ do przodu cierpliwie
czekajac na naszg kolej. Niespodziewanie znalazlySmy
si¢ blisko Premiera Stevena Harpera. Po przedstawieniu
sig poprosilySmy o wspdlne zdjecie. Harper byl bardzo
mily i pozegnali$my sie usciskiem dloni.

Opuscilysmy Ottawe pod silnym wrazeniem tej
znamiennej uroczystosci, w ktérej w Dniu Pamieci
Holocaustu uczestniczylySmy.

TABLICA PAMIATKOWA
W SOSNOWCU

W ostatnim dniu pobytu delegacji naszego Zwiazku w Zaglebiu
uczestniczyliSmy w niespodziewanej, wzruszajacej
uroczystosci.
Prezydent Miasta Sosnowca, Kazimierz Gorski zwrocit sie do
przewodniczaego, Abrahama Greena z'prosba o odstoniecie
Tablicy Pamiatkowej, umieszczone) przez wladze miejskie
Sosnowca z nazwiskami szesciu Zydow - obywateli miasta,
powieszonych publicznie przez hitlerowskich okupantow w
samym sercu miasta, w ogrodku przy ulicy Modrzejowskiej 32.
Sosnowiczanie pamigta)a te wstrzasajgca zbrodnie 1 atmosfere
strachu 1 smutku jaka panowata w tamtych dniach w miescie.
Ponizej zapis z Tablicy ustanowionej staraniem wtadz miasta
Sosnowca. Na czarnym tle widniejg biate litery:
"W poblizu tego miejsca z rak niemieckich nazistow zgineli
smiercig meczenska przez powieszenie:
23.03.1942: Robert Mangiel, Marek A. Liberman
19.04.1942: Majer D. Kohn, Nuchym Kohn, Herszl
Pfeffer, Judka Wgrmund

CZESC ICH PAMIECI!
Inicjatywe wladz miasta Sosnowca przyjmjemy z glebokim
wzruszeniem.

(A. Cw., ktora w dniu egzekucji byta w Sosnowcu

1 do$wiadczyla atmosfery tamtych godzin.)

o =

o 6 oi7na fania 7N 1942 Yon-yna 2 rynn yaneciod vhw
The Plaque at Sosnowiec commemorating the 6 Jews that were hung near
the building at 1942 by the Nazis

"SZALOM JERUSALEM"

Pisarz z Bedzina, Wiadystaw Sliwon, ktorego utwory
poetyckie poswiecone Zagladzie Zydow jego rodzinnego
miasta zamiesciliémy w nasze) Gazecie Zagtebiowskie], wydat
w roku biezacym piaty z kole1 zbior swoich wierszy. Sa to
utwory napisane pod glebokiem wrazeniem tego, co doznat 1
przezyl jako uczestnik pielgrzymki z Polski do Ziemi Swietej.
Z tych najnowszych wierszy emanuje czystos¢ doznania i sita
przezycia.

"Proscie o pokoj dla Jerusalem,/niech zazywajq pokoju
ci,ktorzy ciebie mifujq" tym wersetem z Psalmow 122,6
zaopatrzyt autor swoje Slowo Wstepne do wierszy. Po
zdaniach poswieconych doznaniom gleboko wierzacego
katolika w zetknigeciu z autentycznymi miejscami znanymi z
Testamentu - Nowego 1 Starego, autor wyznaje: "Przez tych
kilka dni wedréwki po Galilei,Samarii, Juder, cztowiek nagle
widzi przez pryzmat catkiem inne wartosci, jakby zrzuca z
siebie starg skorg. A przeciez oprocz doznan poglebionej wiary
oczy widza Izrael - zywy organizm, ktorego do konca nie
zdotal zniszczyé faszyzm. Moja wiedze o Zydach czerpalem
przede wszystkim z opowiadan rodzicow 1 z nielicznych
kontaktow z diaspora zydowska. I tu - w jedej chwili
zobaczylem $wiat zywcem przeniesiony z tych opowiadan.
Szczegblnego wstrzasu doznatem pod Sciang Placzu, kiedy w
szabat znalazlem si¢ w synagodze wsrod kilkuset
rozmodlonych Zydow, okrytych talesami, z tefilinami na
czotach, pochylonymi nad zwojami Tory."

_Urzeczony 1 nasycony wielka iloscia wrazen, jako
reminiscencjezpodrozy, pod wptywem chwilinapisalemtomik
wierszy "Szalom Jerusalem"
W kazdym z wierszy brzmi jaka$ nuta ekspresji 1 w ten sposob
pochylam sie nad $wigtoscia tej Ziemi Swigte]."
SZALOM JERUSALEM
Postawione na czakramie
magiczng moca wskrzeszalo zycie,
umierato, aby zmartwychwstac.
To moje Jerusalem
Zywy labirynt barwnego orientu:
kramy, stragany, laajace dywany,
pachnace pizmowym kadzidtem.
To moje Jerusalem
Sprawiedliwie dzielony Bog
w synagogach, kosciotach, meczetach,
rozmodlone jego wierne dziecl.
To moje Jerusalem
Soczysta zielen ogrodow,
przetykana dojrzata pomarancza,
kwiaty aloesu 1 galazki oliwne.
To moje Jerusalem
Melancholijnie wzuszony
pakuje walizki.
Zegnaj, Jerozolimo -

Szalom Jerusalem!
12 'ny



Who Knows? Who Remembers?

Looking for Natek Zylberberg
I would dearly love to find out any information about my mother's
younger (and only) brother. His name is Natek (Nachum, Natan)
Zylberberg, and he would be in his mid to late 70's.
My mother's family were from Czesny Street, Sosnowiecz. The
parents were Kalman and Sara. The children were Bronia, Hela
(my mother), Natek and Manuisia.
My mother spent the war years in the Gabersdorf Camp in
Sudetenland. She is able to account for all her family except
Natek. She was never able to find out what happened to him. He
was seen after the war returning to Poland, and he did register that
he had returned. But that was alll.
We desperately want to know what happened to him. If he is still
alive, he would be the only relative we have in the world. And, if
he is no longer alive, perhaps he has a family.
If there is any information you could give us, or any direction you
could send us, we would be very grateful.
Kind regards

Nanette Horak EM: larja@bigpond.net.au

Zaglembier Society In Toronto

On Sunday June 11, 2006, the Zaglembier Society of Toronto held
a Yiskor ceremony for their Kedoshim who were taken from them
in the Holocaust.

In the presence of four generations of Zaglembier Society
members a memorial was unveiled. Six granite piliars to forever
preserve the memory of the six million Jews that were lost and on
each stone inscribed the names of our family members that
perished.

The commemoration was moving with a dialogue from Rabbi
Stern, a melodic prayer from our Chazan and a heartrending
speech from our chairman, Dr. David Bleeman, son of Helen
(Malinowitzer) Bleeman of Dombrowa.

It was a day to remember and a tribute to the hard work and joint
efforts of the membership.

Speech by Chairman Dr. David Bleeman...

We have all experienced it. Watching our babies go from their first
day of school to graduation. Watching with joy and "naches" as
everyone else looks at our baby getting his or her diploma.

Well, this is my baby's graduation. | should say Shimon Slivka's
and mine. Let me take you through our babies life. From it's
conception to it's birth.

Just over a year ago Shimon and | met her to look at our original
monument to decide whether it needed a good cleaning before our
Yizkor service. We sat down at the bench and at the same time
said, why clean it, let's change it.

For some reason, and to this day | don't know why, this design was
stuck in mind. Shimon and | approached Shai Lobart and David
Freedman of Stonecraft Monuments who introduced us to Hagor
Janbazman, an exceptional and brilliant architect and designer,
who then put on paper exactly what | had in mind, magnificent
monument to the memory of our Kedoshim. Who would deserve a

Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial Site, there are still places left for personal
commemorations of family members that were killed in the
Holocaust. One engraved line of commemoration in black marble
costs 150$. Those who wish to commemorate their beloved ones
can contact the organization.

0 S | . h
‘5 Congratulations, to our dearest friend

Shimon Slivka
On his 80" Birthday
Wishing you many years of Naches and
Happiness
in Good Health

Abraham Green — Chairman Zaglembie world organization
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The new monument for the Zaglembie Kedoshim in Toronto

more monumental expression of our desire to embed into the
minds of the people of our community, and yes the rest of the
world, the memory of our murdered love ones. Our Kedoshim who
suffered and were destroyed for one simple reason: they were
Jewish. No other reason. None.

Let this monument be a reminder to all of you, to your brothers,
your sisters, your children, your grandchildren, your friends, both
Jewish and non-Jewish that this is who we are. We don't hide it.
We don't deny it. We celebrate. We memorialize it. We remember
it. We are Jews. We will not be intimidated again. We will not be
destroyed.

I hope you will celebrate with me this inauguration of our baby.
Thank you.

Holocaust Memorial Day - Yom Hashoa Service - April 26, 2006

The topic of this year ceremony at the Memorial Site in Modiin,
was “The battle against Antisemitism and deniers of the
holocaust”.

Thousands came to Yad Hazikaron - four generations
Zaglembians, Minister, Knesset members, public figures,
senior police officials, soldiers and many guests including
youths.

A short military ceremonial drill conducted by a squad of
soldiers from a nearby IDF base was followed by the
traditional lit of the torches.

Cantor Achia Rubin, who conducted the religious part of the
memorial service, chanted the prayers.
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“Yizkor" was said by Itzhak Greengrass and “Kadish’ by Zvi
Landau.

The following persons spoke at the ceremony: Mr. Ronny Bar-On —
Minister of the national infrastructures, Miss. Hila Gerstel — District
Judge, second-generation of Zaglembie; Miss Liory Baum - third-
generation of Zaglembie and Mr. Abraham Green - chairman of
Zaglembie World Organization.

The “Kolot Ha'ir’ chore conducted by Aviva Wimnitz provided the
artistic program.

Second and third generation of Zaglembian Jews participated in
recitations of poetry and prose. The ceremony was conducted by
Varda Greenberg (Tobiash) and Shelomi Karib (Krawinski), both
second-generation.



others were led by the German soldiers and were forced to stand
alongside the outer wall of the church. There, the soldiers ordered
them to run quickly. Whoever remained standing was shot -
whoever ran, was also shot. The soldiers aimed to kill.

A group of Jews, myself included, ran frantic towards the gates of
the church at the top of the hill. The German soldiers shot at us
with automatic weapons, and several people were wounded. | too
was wounded in my left arm. The bullet that hit me entered my
elbow and exited near my shoulder.

When we reached the church gate, Father Zawadzki opened the
gate and let us all in. He instructed the nuns to treat our wounds
and give us first aid. When they were finished, he asked us to
leave by the rear gate because he was in danger of being killed.
He explained that he and the nuns would be executed if it became
known that they assisted Jews.

On the other side of the hill, the situation was much calmer. We left
in the dead of the night. Bendin's ancient Jewish cemetery was
located at the foot of the hill. | lay there in the cemetery with the
open wound in my left arm until the sun came up.

In the moming, | walked over to the hospital alone.German
soldiers, posted at the hospital, blocked the entrance and
announced that no entry to Jews or Polish soldiers was permitted.
Dr. Tadeusz Kosibowicz, the chief physician at the hospital, came
outside and led me to his ward for treatment. He told the soldiers
that he only administrating first aid. Inside | recognized other Jews
that were wounded that night. | recognized some of them who
were my neighbors.

Dr. Kosibowicz sew that | would be hospitalized for two months,
under his personal supervision. The same occurred also to other
Jews. While | was there, my parents and brother were transferred

the Church in Bendzin |"TI22 A"01dN

to another apartment at No. 8 Third of May Square. After two
months in the hospital, | joined my family.

Dr. Kosibowicz was arrested and brought for questioning, for
helping Jews, hiding a broadcasting station, and hiding a Polish
general in the hospital. The Gestapo intended to execute him, but
an order from higher authorities changed his fate. He was sent to
Dachau, and from there he was sent to several camps:
Sachsenhausen. Oranienburg, Majdanek and Gross-Rosen.

[*T222 N"01dN T7 (To7N2) MY PNy
ltzhak Turner (center) by the Church in Bendzin

At the end of the war, Dr. Kosibowicz returned to his home in
Bendzin.

Dr. Kosibowicz put himself at risk by extending assistance to Jews,
despite the explicit orders and instructions of the Nazi government.
As a result, he was sent to the camps.

His actions are documented in a book by the historian Roman
Shank.

Dr. Tadeusz Kosibowitcz 1893-1971

On August 23, 2006 the late Dr. Tadeusz Kosibowitcz was
declared as "Righteous Among the Nations". A moving ceremony
was held in Bendzin in the presence of: Mrs. Zofia Rydel and her
daughter Alegebita - Kosibowitcz's daughter and granddaughter:
Mayor of Bendzin — Mr. Radostaw Baran; Israeli Ambassador to
Poland — Mr. David Peleg ;a delegation of Zaglembier Jews
headed by Abraham Green — Chairman of Zaglembie World
Organization including ltizhak Turner; City Council members and
many guests.

Czeladz is Honoring Abraham Green

Since 1918, the city of Czeladz in Zaglembie has granted honorary
citizenship to individuals who have made a special contribution to
the city.

The first person to receive this honor was Fr. Bolestlaw Pinkovsky.
He was followed by personages including Marshal J6zef Pilsudski,
Marshal Edward Rydz-Smigti and General Feliks Stawoj-
Skiadkowski.

Between 1987, when the tradition was reinstated and 2005 three
representatives of the city of Auby (Czeladz's twin city in France)
and four citizens of Czeladz: Zygmunt Szkcny, Janusz Domagalik,
Stawomir Pietras and Fr. Tadeusz Stepiefi - received this honor.

In 20086, at the suggestion of Czeladz's Mayor, Marek Mrozowski,
with support and encouraged by the Zaglembie Friendship
Organization and members of the City Council, this honor was
awarded to Mr. Abraham Green, originally of Czeladz and currently
of Tel Aviv, and Chairman of the Zaglembie World Organization.
Abraham Green received this honor for dedicating decades to the
commemoration of the heritage of Zaglembian Jewry, and its
history in Poland and Israel, as well as his profuse activities to
strengthen the ties between Jews and Poles in Zaglembie in
general, and in Czeladz in particular.

In an impressive ceremony that took place on August 23, 2006 in
Czeladz, Mr.Green was awarded honorary citizenship in the
presence of his family, the mayor of Czeladz, Israel's Ambassador
to Poland - Mr. David Peleg, members of the City Council, Mayors
of all Zaglembie cities, Representatives of the county, a delegation
of Zaglembie Jews and many guests
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Mayor of Bendzin Radostaw Baran & Head of "Jona" — Adam Szydiowsky
greeting Abraham Green at the ceremony in Czeladz
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We are very proud of our Chairman
Mr. Abrham Green
who was granted as an
Honorary Citizen of his Home Town Cezladz
in the Zaglembie Region
Mazal Tov!

Wishing him many years of Naches and Prosperity in Good Health
and Happiness
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Zaglembie World Organization
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Dear Friends and Fellow Zaglembians,

We are happy to inform you that our members of the second and
third generation have initiated several important activities relating
to commemoration and other topics.

Approximately two years ago, as a result of much effort, the Netzer
Acharon (Last Remnant) Memorial was erected on Mt Herzl,
adjacent to the°National Cemetery. The Memorial commemorates
275 Holocaust survivors who were killed defending the State of
Israel during the War of Independence. Although they were the
«only surviving members of their families they immigrated to Israel
and joined the ranks. They were killed in the war.

Shimshon Yashevitz, a second-generation member, initiated and
collected the names and information on the Netzer Aharon heroes
from Zaglembia. We plan to commemorate them at our Memorial
in Modi'in as well.

Other activities that are being directed by second and third
generation members include the campaign in honor of our first
generation members.

The campaign is intended especially for our first generation
members in need of such contact.

Members and Survivors,

Our sources contain many sayings that guide our conduct towards
older individuals. “You will rise for an Elder” and “Thou shalt honor
the face of the old man". But only the “Shma Koleinu” prayer that
we say on Yom Kippur contains the saying: “Cast me not away
when | am old, do not leave me when my strength is gone". These
are the days that we request to be written in the Book of Life.
Indeed, many people recite this prayer with tears in their eyes.

Our children and grandchildren,

I must admit that when | read your proposal, | shed some tears,
and | imagine that other survivors were also moved by your
initiative. | send you our appreciation and a blessing.

EEE

Mazal Tov to the Zaglembie Society of Toronto on its Jubilee
Celebration. May you continue your blessed work and
beneficial contacts with our organization in Israel.

At the close of the year 5766, | wish all Zaglembian Jews and their
families in Israel and overseas, a Happy and Healthy New Year, a
year of peace and prosperity.

Shana Toval

Abraham Green, Chairman of the Zaglembie World Organization

Righteous Among the Nations - Righteous Gentiles

In 1963, Yad Vashem embarked upon a worldwide project to grant
the title of Righteous Among the Nations to non-Jews who risked
their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust. To this end, Yad
Vashem set up a public committee headed by a retired Supreme
Court justice, which is responsible for granting the title. This
project is the only one of its kind in the world that honors, using set
criteria, the actions of those individuals who rescued Jews during
the war.

The Righteous program and the trees planted on the Avenue of the
Righteous Among the Nations have received world coverage, and
the concept of Righteous Among the Nations coined in the Yad
Vashem Law has become a universal concept and an important
symbol.

As of January 2006, 21,310 people have been recognized as
Righteous Among the Nations. 5,974 of them are from Poland. In
addition, Yad Vashem has been developing a comprehensive
encyclopedia - The Lexicon of the Righteous Among the Nations -
that will eventually include the stories of all the Righteous Among
the Nations.

The Garden of the Righteous Among the Nations, in which marble
plagues have been engraved with the names of the rescuers
according to country, was inaugurated in 1996. Ceremonies in
which the title of Righteous Among the Nations is granted are held
in the Garden.

RIGHTEOUS OF THE WORLD
' by Chaim Chefer

| hear this title and it makes me think

About the people who saved me.

| ask and ask "Oh, my dear God,

Could | have done the same thing?

In a sea of hate stood my home,

Could | shelter a foreign son in my home?
Would | be willing along with my family
Constantly be threatened by certain evil?
Sleepless dark nights watching our for noise
Hearing footsteps of certain evil.

Would | be able to understand every sign,
Would | be ready for this, could | walk like this
Among those who would betray

Not one day, not one week, but so many years!
There a suspicious neighbor, there a look, and here a sound -

For that one - warm - brotherly clasping of my hand...
Not having any pension - not having anything for this.
Because a person to person must be a human being.
Because a human being comes at this time through -
So | ask you and ask you once more -

Could | have done the same if | was in their place?

it was they who went to war every day,

It was they who made the world a place for me.
It was they, the pillars, the Righteous brother,
Who this day this world is founded by.

For your courage, and for your warm extended hand
In front of you the Righteous | bow.

He Who Saves One Soul...
By Itzhak Turner

| lived with my parents and my brother at 3 Bochna Street. The
house was in the row of houses closest to the Great Synagogue of
Bendin. Up on the hilltop, near these houses, stood a church
where Father Mieczyslaw Zawadzki presided.

When WWIl broke out, German froops that invaded Poland
secured a hold and settled in Bendzin. In 1939, on the night
between September 8" and 9", German soldiers burst through the
gates to the houses bordering on the Great Synagogue. The
soldiers hurled hand-grenades at the houses and ordered
everyone to evacuate their homes, claiming that Jews had shot at
them from the synagogue.

The many Jews who ran to the synagogue where they sought
protection, met their death when the synagogue was burned. Many
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David Peleg - Israel ambassador to Poland & Mrs. Zofia Ridel — the
daughter of the new "Righteous Among the Nations" - Tadeus Kosibowitcz

|
—
\
\

|
f |
1 I‘\
L B



PP BS B BF BD s ANA_A/D DD

NaNTAT AKX RN — 173 2TNAR 0

192 2R3 139D

TRRRATAR TTR'Y TNTYNT W TIZD NWITIR n9ap ba
72T N2 ATTIDY NI ATWY nuw TR AN 13

102NV AANYAT (1IN N7NIN NN — PR PR D

maw 80 5 nxona
T2 NIRNAD NI NI12Y TR NUR TR otnw 1=

TVID 2Nt 19 iy DDA A — XD SenDl Y
DRRIND TN YW ANNN

mw 80 2 nxbna

T2 ARKSTIRD NPT NI VWY AU TS AR 1an b

DANYAT AN 7Y 19¥N 920 ' = IRIRTA TR 1Y
maw 90 T2 nk9nR2
270 NIIIRD AT M2 WY nuw T ot A b

LTI TFTT 7,
P I F

\\\\\\'\.\\.\\\‘\.‘\\\\\\\\.'\\\'\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\'\.\.\\\‘\\\.\\\\\.'\\\\\'\\\.\\\\\\\\\\\\\.\.\\‘

Peter Ferens

On Monday, August 7, 20086, our community lost a devoted
member.

Peter Ferens, beloved son of Zvi and the late Bluma Ferens of
Bendzin, Poland, passed away in Toronto, Canada. He was an
active member of our organization for 35 years and most recently
the Co-Chairman of our Toronto branch of the Zaglembier Society.

Born in 1947, Peter dedicated his life to people. As a teacher of 30
years he was a mentor of his students and as a member he played
a dutiful part in our Scciety. But foremost he was committed to
being a loving husband to his wife Heather, a loyal son and caring
brother and uncle.

Peter Ferens will be greatly missed.

Shimon Slivka

Mr.Jeffry Cymbler & Family
Zaglembie world organization Board and members Express
Our Sincere Condolences on the Passing Away of
your
Beloved Mother
Sharing your deepest grief
Abraham Green — Chairman
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