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Bedzin ‘
Sosnowiec
‘Dabrowa
Zawiercie
Czeladz
Siewierz
Stawkow
Wolbrom
Dandowka
Golondg
Grodziec
Kazimierz
Klimontow
Ksawera
Fagisza
Maczki
Milowice
Modrzejow
Niemce
Niwka
Piaski
Porabka
Strzemieszyce
Wojkowice
Zagorze
Zabkowice
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Ancient castle (zamek) overlooking
Bendzin stands near the city's
impressive synagogue. Poto from 1910.
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Sosnoweca: Jakub Gad z Sielca 1 Mordka z Kuznicy." I ostatni
zapis w tym Kalendarium: "1995 - ostatni pogrzeb na cmen-
tarzu zydowskim przy Gospodarczej." Jak czytamy na stronie
86: "Pochowano wowczas znanego adwokata, Bera Rozen-
cwajga."

Bibliografia zajmuje dwie pelne strony drobnym drukiem.
Autorzy czerpali zarowno ze zrodet historycznych, zdawnych i
ostatnich prac badaczy polskich, a takze z literatury pieknej, z
antologii wierszy, ze wspomnien 1 publikacji dziennikarskich
zwiazanych z tematem, wsrod tego artykuty, oraz ksigzki
napisane przez zagtebiowskich Zydéw zyjacych w Izraelu.
Tematyka jest w tej ksiazce roznorodna 1 bogata, autorzy
zwrocili uwage na niemal wszystkie przejawy obecnosci
Zydéw w Sosnowcu, zaréwno w ogélnym obrazie catego
organizmu miasta, jak 1 w samym srodowisku spoteczenstwa
Zydéw: organizacje polityczne, spoteczne, kluby sportowe,
prasa, instytucje kahalne itp. Przytoczylitez ciekawe wyjatki z
ksigzek wspomnieniowych 1 opracowan historycznych, jak np.
w rozdziale "Znani 1 nieznani”.

Splataja sig wiec w ksigzce Sobaszka 1 Podlejskiego infor-
macje roznorodne, zawsze ciekawe . Sg w niej takze 1 minusy,
a szkoda. Przede wszystkim tak znieksztalcone zydowskie
imiona wilasne, zwlaszcza kobiet, ze w ogodle nie mozna sie
polapac, jak np. na str. 11- "Igra Obracham (krawcowa)", str.
40-41: "Szlomo Fogiel (zona Chiuda), Froim Cwilich (zona
Luza), Moszek Mocznik (zona Rajd), Szmuel Fogiel (zona
Aha)" itp. Podobny mankament wykazuja nazwy niemieckie.
No 1 lapsus na stronie 71: cztonkowie Zydowskiej Organizacji
Bojowej z Boruchem Gaftekiem 1 Frumka Ptotnicka walczyli 1
zgineli nie w getcie srodulskim, lecz w getcie bedzinskim, w
dzielnicy Kamionka, gdzie dwa lata temu jednemu z miejsc
nadano nazwe Plac Bohaterow Getta, a kilka miesiecy temu
odstonieto tam Pomnik Pamieci.

Byloby dobrze, gdyby w ewentualnym nastepnym wydaniu,
wzglednie we wkiadce erraty - zostato to skorygowane.

Ksiazka bowiem "Zydzi w Sosnowcu" Jarostawa Sobaszka 1
Y ukasza Podlejskiego jest publikacja bardzo cenna, bogata w
informacje, w wazne daty, w mnostwo nazwisk. Jednoczesnie
podane to jest w sposob ciekawy, zachecajacy do przeczy-
tania; dla nas, Zydéw Zaglebia stanowi maty skarbiec. Nic
wiec dziwnego, ze Zarzad Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia , w
odpowiedzi na list jednego z autorow, Jarostawa Sobaszka,
odpowiedzial listem podpisanym przez przewodniczaego,
Abrahama Greena. W odpowiedzi te] czytamy m. inn.:
"Ksiqzka jest bardzo ladnie wydana i zasili swq ciekawq,
wieloaspekiowq tresciq zaséb wiedzy o Zydowskim spole-
czenstwie Sosnowca, jednego z najwazniejsych miast
Zagtebia Dgbrowskiego.

Cieszy nas, ze Pana wizyta wraz z p. Szyjkowskim w
Izraelu, jako opiekunami zaproszonej przez nas grupy
zaglebiowskiej miodziezy, pozostawila tak cenne $lady i
skierowala Pana zainteresowania na dzieje tej czesci
ludnosci  Sosnowca, ktorq hitlerowscy okupanci Polski
niemal doszczetnie zgladzili. Nasz Zwiqzek Zydéw Zag-
lebia goscil Panow i zaglebiowskq miodziez najserdecziej

Jjak moglismy. Panski list przeczytalismy ze wzruszeniem.

Z trzech recenzji zawartych w ksiazce - prof. dr hab. Joa-
chima Liszki, dra Lecha Krzyzanowskiego i dra Kazimierza
Golosza, pragne przytoczy¢ fragment z opinii dra Golosza:
"...Chodzi mianowicie o to, iz miasto budowaty rozne spo-
tecznosci 1 na jego historig sktada sie takze tworzaca jq zna-
czaca, mieszkajaca tu diaspora zydowska. Niby wszyscy o
tym wiemy, jednak wspolczesnie Zydzi znikneli z nasze;
swiadomosci 1 zapomnielismy, 1z tysiace ich zamieszkiwato w
miescie. Sosnowiec powstawal jako miasto wielokulturowei o
tym trzeba wiedzie¢ 1 pamigtaé. Bez pamieci o przesztosci nie
istniejemy jako spoteczenstwo 1 jako ludzie. Cel pracy jest
zatem oczywisty. Przypomnienie obecnosci w Sosnowcu
spofecznosci zydowskiej 1 Zydow w ogble. Taki cel wart jest
publikacji, bo wszystkim nam jest to potrzebne."

Ksigzka o Sosnowcu zastuguje na oddzielng recenzje......"

"Z dziejow Zydow Zaglebia"
Konferencja i publikacja naukowa

W pierwsze] polowie marca br. odbyla sig w Sosnowcu
konferencja naukowa na wyzej podany temat. Przestany nam
plan tematyczny wskazuje na wiele probleméw zwiazanych z
zyciem ludnosci zydowskiej tak w sfere zycia duchowego jak s
w dziedzinie kultury materialne;.

Przewidzianych w spotkaniu bylo 10 referatow naukowych i
dwa komunikaty, w tym jeden przygotowany przez ucznia
Liceum im. Staszica, poswiecony jednemu z zaglebiowskich
cztonkow zydowskiej organizacji oporu w czasie okupacji
hitlerowskiej, absolwentowi szkotyim. Staszica, ktory zginatw
czasie wojny.

Konferencja wiaze sie z zamiarem wydania specjalne
publikacj1.

W liscie przestanym na rece Abrahama Greena,
przewodniczacego Zw. Zydow Zagigbia dr Slawomir
Witkowski podaje charakterystyke tej ksiazki:

"Publikacja naukowa p.t. "Z dziejow Zydow Zaglebia" -
napisal dr Witkowski - jest opracowaniem zbiorowym pod
moja redakcja. oraz dr Wojciecha Jaworskiego z Uniwersytetu
Slaskiego. Poszezegolne artykuty, ktore beda zamieszczone w
wydawnictwie sa autorstwa wybitnych naukowcow z
Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego, Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego,
Polskiej Akademii Nauk, oraz Uniwersyletu Slaskiego.
Warto podkresli¢, ze publikacja ta wydatnie przyczyni sig do
poglebienia wiedzy o regionie o tak istotne zagadnienia jak. m.
in. poczatki osadnictwa zydowskieg (od X111 wieku). zycie
codzienne Zydow zaglebiowskich na przestrzeni wiekow,
stosunki spoleczenstwa polskiego do ludnosci zydowskiej,
dzieje organizacji sportowych, oraz partii politycznych.

Jest godnym uwagn fakt, ze w zbiorze ukaze sig artykut
znakomitego znawcey sztuki zydowskie), prof. zw. drhab. Jana
Samka z Krakowa, ktory opisze zabytki sztuki zydowskiej w
Naszym regionie.

Opracowanie nie pominie rowniez tak waznego zagadnienia
jakim jest problematyka zwigzana z cmentarzami zydowskimi.
W artykutach dr Dariusza Rozmusa 1 dr hab. Leszka Hondo
jestmowa o dziejach cmentarzy zagtebiowskich jak i rowniez
zaszeregowanie nagrobkow pod wzgledem stylu, dekoracji
architektoniczne; 1 ornamentalnej, wreszcie przedstawien
symbolicznych z ich wlasciwym rozwigzaniem (t.zn.
odczytaniem znaczenia symboli). Dr hab. Leszek Hondo jako
znawca jezyka hebrajskiego podejmie sie takze tlumaczen
niektérych napiséw hebrajskich  znajdujacych sie na
cmentarzach zydowskich, ktore maja kapitalne znaczenie w
poznawaniu religijnosci Zydoéw na terenie Sosnowca i
pozostatych obszarow Zaglebia.

....Reasumujac, ksiazka przyczyni sie do znacznego
poszerzenia wiedzy o ludnosci, ktéra w wyniku tragicznych
wydarzen okresu IT wojny $wiatowej ulegta niemal catkowitej
zagladzie na naszych terenach."

Zwiazek Zydow Zaglebia przestat organizatorom i
uczestnikom konferencji list, w ktorym m.in. czytamy :
"Cenimy wysoko inicjatywe Panstwa, ktora taczy sie rowniez
w okreslony sposob z naszymi dazeniami. Pragniemy bowiem
wraz z utrwalaniem pamieci o przeszioci, przekazaé nasze
doswiadczenia 1 wiedze przyszlym pokoleniom, celem
upowszechnienia 1 kontynuacji.

Zyczymy owocnych obrad."
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W dziesiata rocznice Smierci Ariego Ben-Tova

W dniach 24.04 - 07.05. br w Audytorium im.Weil w Kfar
Shmariahu (tel. 09-9569430) otwarta bedzie wystawa obrazow
artysty- malarza Samuela Leitnera, poswiecona pamieci dra
Ariego Ben-Tova bt.p.

Wsrod eksponowanych prac artysta pokazuje rowniez obrazy
poswigcone jego rodzinnemu miastu - Bedzinowi w Zaglebiu
Dabowskim.

WTel-Avivie duze zainteresowanie wzbudzita w swoim czasie
wystawa prac Samuela Leitnera, zorganizowana przy aktyw-
nej pomocy Ariego Ben-Tova.

Uroczyste otwarcie obecnej ekspozycji w Kfar Shmariahu
odbedzie si¢ w dniu 23 kwietnia br. 0 godz. 19.00 w Audy-
torium Weil przy ulicy Hanotea.

Pochodzacy z Zaglebia proszeni sg o przybycie na uroczystosé
otwarcia wystawy, pofaczonej z uczczeniem pamieci Ariego
Ben-Tova bt.p.

b

W dniu jud-tet b'siwan taf-szin-samech"waw ( wg. kalendarza
gregor. przypada to wroku biez. 15 czerwca) mija 10 rocznica
smierci Ariego Ben-Tova bt p.

Krotko przed swa nagla $miercia Arie opowiadat o dre-
czacych go snach: ukazujg mu sie rodzice, ktorzy go przy-
wotuja.

Rodzice Ariego zostali wystani na zagtade w dniu
jud"tet-b'stwan taf-szin-gimel (wg. kalendarza hebrajskiego),
w czerweu 1943, Arie zmarl w tymze dniu 1 miesiacu w roku
1996.

Urodzony w Bedzinie, stracit w czasie okupacji cata swoja
rodzing, rodzing Hassenberg, a sam byt wiezniem Auschwitz.
W Izraelu byt przewodniczacym Zwiazku Zydéw Bedzina. Po
powstaniu Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia byt jego pierwszym
przewodniczacym. Aktywnie dziatat dla uwiecznienia pamieci
Zydow Zaglebia, szczegolnie Zydéw Bedzina.

Nowa ksiazka Anny Cwiakowskiej
NATAN GROSS

Naktadem wydawnicta Kontury, T.A. 2006 ukazata sie nowa

ksiazka Anny Cwiakowskiej p.t. NATAN GROSS, poswie-

cona w catosci postaci Natana Grossa,zmartego w pazdzier-

niku 2005.

Autorka opublikowata w niej swoje publikacie o Grossie,

pisane w ciggu blisko trzydziestu lat w dzienniku, potem
godniku 1zraelskim w jezyku polskim "Nowiny Kurier".

Sa to wywiady, artykuly, recenzje, reportaze.

Natan Gross bt.p.byt tworcg znanym w kregach kulturalnych

w Izraelu, w Polsce 1 w polskich srodowiskach emigracyjnych.

Tworzyt 1 dziatat w kilku dziedzinach: w filmie - jako rezyser,

scenarzysta, producent, dokumentalista, historyk sztuki filmo-

wej, Jest laureatem t.zw. lzraelskiego Oscara, nagrody przy-

znanej mu za napisanie, pierwsze] w Izraelu, Historii Izraels-

kiego Filmu ("Haseret Harwri").

Inna dziedzing jego tworczosci byta literatura 1 publicystyka

literacka.

Jest autorem ksiazek wilasnych, wydanych w jezyku heb-

rajskim w Izraelu 1 w jezyku polskim w Polsce. Byt redak-
torem wzgl. wspélredaktorem licznych waznych publikacii
ksiazkowych w Izraelu, ktore zaopatrywat w obszerne, orygi-
nalne 1 zrodtowe eseje swego piora. Byt przez wiele lat kryty-
kiem literackim, publikujacym wprasie wjezyku polskimiheb-
rajskim w Izraelu.

Byl pozatym niezwyke aktywnym inicjatorem,organizatorem
animatorem wielu imprez poswieconych kulturze, literaturze,
sztuce malarskiej, sztuce filmowe;.

Ksiazke Anny Cwiakowskiej o Natanie Grossie zamyka esej
piora pisarza Ryszarda Lowa, przewodniczacego Zwiazku
Pisarzy piszacych po polsku (w Federacji Pisarzy Izraela),
wydawcy, redaktora almanachu "Kontury".

"Ksigzka ta - jak napisat - recenzent wychodzacego w Kra-
kowie "Dziennika Polskiego" - jest bezcennym zrodiem infor-
macji dla wszystkich, ktorych interesuja polsko-zydowskie
relacje.”

Zydzi w Sosnowcu

Historia niepelna Anna Cwiakowska

Pragng naszych Czytelnikéwpoinformowac o bardzo ciekawe;
nowej ksigzce, wydanej w Agencji Wydawniczo-Reklamowe;)
"ADORE". W zielonej, lakierowane; okladce, z czterema
fotografiami, ktore bez watpienia od razu wyrazajg stan
aktualny w odniesieniu do tytutu.

Sg to pigkne zdjgcia z cmentarzy: trzy grupy starych, oraz
odrestaurowanych nagrobkow 1 jedna brama z tabliczka na
sztachetach, ze jest to obiekt zabytkowy, podlegajacy
ochronie.

Tak to wiasciwie jest. Pozostalty po nas tam, w niektorych
miejscach tylko, stare cmentarze, zachowane wspdlnym
staraniem rozsianych po $wiecie zaglebiowskich Zydow i
dziatajacychwZagtebiuniektorychwitadzmunicypalnych, oraz
wolontarnych organizacji spotecznych.

Ksigzka ta, ktorej autorami sa  Jaroslaw Sobaszek i
Lukasz Podlejski obeymuje swa tematyka nie tylko
cmentarze, racze] mniej o cmentarzach, a znacznie wiecej 0
zyciu; o inicjatywach, dziatalnosci gospodarczej, naukowe;,
kulturalnej, owieludziedzinachzyciasosnowieckichZydow, w
czasach gdy zyli. O tym, jak umierali 1 gdzie, w latach maso-
wego umierania polskich Zydow, autorzy napisali dos¢ obszer-
nie. Ale nie tylko. Nie zapomnieli bowiem o tym, o czym prze-
waznie si¢ w zapisach kronikarskich zapomina, mianowicie - o
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probach odrodzenia zydowskiego zycia spotecznego w tymze
Sosnowcu po Zagtadzie. Probach podejmowanych desperacko
przez nielicznych ocalencow, ktorzy wrécili do domow, lecz
ich juznie zastali, ale zuporem pragneli tworzyé, budowaé coé
nowego na pozydowskich zgliszczach. Jak wiemy, z wielu
przyczyn to si¢ nie udalo. Z satysfakcja moralna musimy
jednak stwierdzié, ze wspolnym wysitkiem, zydowskim i
polskim kontakty zostaty po latach nawiazane, wspolpraca w
dziedzinieutrwaleniawhistorycznejswiadomoscispoteczenst-
wa w Zaglebiu wiedzy o tym, ze od wiekow, az po hitlerows-
kiebestialskieludobojstwo, zyliZydziiwspélniezniezydowska
ludnoscig przyczyniali si¢ w wielu dziedzinach do rozwoju
catego okregu, w nim waznego miasta Sosnowca i ze wpisali
si¢ na zawsze do dziejow Zaglebiowskiej Ziemi.

O tym gtéwnie traktuje omawiana ksiazka 1 chwata autorom za
to, ze zgromadzili takie mnéstwo szczegotowych informacii,
bogactwo miejsc, dat, wydarzen, oraz ludzi - ogromnie duzo
nazwisk, nazw, faktografii, o sprawach wielkich, duzych i
matych. nawet anegdotycznych.

Pragne zwréci¢ uwage czytelnikownaKalendarium, od: "1694
- W aktach miasta Bedzina pojawiaja sie pierwsze, znane z
nazwiskaosoby narodowoscizydowskiej, zamieszkujace teren



News and Events

Heritage tour to Poland - summer 2006

August 18 — August 26
A heritage tour to Poland is planned for the summer of 2006 to
include 4 days in Zaglembie region. We plan to visit various
Jewish sites such as cemeteries, which have been restored. We
will visit various commemoration sites where we will hold
memorial ceremonies.
Those interested should contact:
The organization's center on Wednesday evening
Tel. 72— 3 — 5270919.
Or, lizhak Turner. Tel. 972-3-6852213. 972-50-7484461
Or, Shimshon Jashewitz Tel. 972 - 54— 5469888
EM: j_shimshon@hotmail.co.il

Personal Commemoration
We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial Site, there are still places left for personal
commemorations of family members that were killed in the
holocaust. One engraved line of commemoration in black marble
cost 150%. Those who wish to commemorate their beloved ones
can contact the organization.

Who Knows?

On "Zaglembier Zeitung” no. 16 that was issued on April 2003 an
Article by Mr. Abraham Stone — Blumenstein was published.
Stone was born in Niemce and now is a resident of the USA.
The Kaminsky family of Israel would like to make contact with
Mr. Stone. If you have any information concerning Mr. Stone,
please call Mattie Kaminsky. Thank you.

Tel: 972 -50 -5256803 EM: ronvmatan@012.net.il

Traditional Hanukkah Ball

For almost 50 years Zaglembie world organization is holding a
gala evening on Hanukkah in Tel-Aviv.

On December 26, 2005, the evening of the second candle of
Hanukkah, our traditional ball was celebrated at Recital Halls. It
was, as always, a unique opportunity to meet Zaglembians of all
generations in a festive, warm and family-like atmosphere.

See you next vear!

2005 1anxT aoun qua
The Hanukkah Ball , December 2005




Memories

We Need You to Write Your Memories
By Bunny Iskov

Many of you know me as Larry Iskov's wife. Larry and | have
been married for over 34 years and we have two children. | grew
up in a family that included a brother, parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles and 11 cousins. The Holocaust was something
that happened before | was born and something that did not
affect my immediate family, or so | thought. My father was born
in Canada. My mother, her parents and her four brothers
emigrated from Poland to Canada in 1939, just a few months
before World War Two began. They sailed on the last ship that
allowed Jews to leave Eastern Europe.

It wasn’t until | was a teen-ager when my mother confessed she
had an older married sister with two children, all of whom
perished at the hands of the Nazis. My mother also told me that
she had aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents that did not
survive the Holocaust.

I have to admit that the impact of the Holocaust on my family is
far different than the impact the Holocaust has had on every one
of you. While Larry and | were dating, he told me he never knew
his grandparents; most of his relatives were murdered in the
Holocaust. | could not imagine my life growing up without my
grandparents.

| view myself as a Jewish Canadian. | was born in Canada, but
my first priority and devotion is to my Jewish identity. However, |
am still proud to be a Canadian and grateful to live in a country,
which my family also adopted under different circumstances.

I truly believe there isn't one Jewish person among us who
hasn't lost someone as a result of the Holocaust. 1 truly believe,
both Jewish survivors and Jewish Canadians, must work
together to combat the alarming rise in anti-Semitism. Not only
are there Arab terrorists, Neo-Nazis and White Supremacist
Heritage Front groups ready and willing to annihilate every Jew
in existence, but there are also Holocaust deniers.

Lowlife people like David irving and Ernst Zundel write books
and pamphlets and publish tens of thousands of them and
distribute them to places of learning and post hate literature over
the Internet to distort the truth and to encourage more and more
individuals to hate the Jewish people.

As a Jewish Canadian, | found my way of combating Holocaust
deniers and anti-Semites through writing poetry. Some of these
poems have been featured in the Passover Literary Supplement
of the Canadian Jewish News, as well as in non-denominational
literary journals and anthologies. As well, through my own
organization, The Ontario Poetry Society, | have been fortunate
to be able to connect with a variety of people across the
Province of Ontario, some of whom have never met a Jewish
person before. Sometimes, a new “friend” will ask me a question
about being Jewish. Sometimes, a new “friend” will ask me a
guestion about the Holocaust.

| can only tell them what | have learned from you. However, |
cannot share your personal nightmares, and | cannot share any
intimate details of your lives before, during and after the war.
These are things only you know and things only you can share.
You may argue that lots of testimonies have already been given
on videotape. But, where are those videos? They are in
Archives, and only accessed and viewed by a select few. You
may also argue that there are many books out there previously
written by other Holocaust survivors, Those memoirs were
written long ago and most of them are now out of print and hard
to find.

The Executives of the Men's and Ladies' Divisions of the
Zaglembier Society are aging. The future of the Organization is
at risk, as is the future of every Jewish person in Canada and
around the world.

We are and will continue to be, an endangered species and we
must act now, together as a collective group, to inform and
educate the public about the truth of the Holocaust and what it
means to be 2 Jewish Canadian survivor. Certainly, the best way
to share your life experiences before, during and after the
Holocaust, is to publish your testimonies in a book which can be
accessed through every library and placed in every school and
educational facility across the country and abroad. History has a
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way of repeating itself and the best way to ensure another
Jewish genocide doesn't occur, is to perpetuate the memory and
the truth of the last Jewish genocide through education and
memorialization.

It is not only the responsibility of a select few who have and
continue to devote their time to educating the public about the
Holocaust through different Jewish groups. It is the responsibility
of every Jewish person, whether a survivor, a second generation
survivor, or a Jewish Canadian, like me. | know the power of the
pen and | know the impact a powerful non-fiction book has upon
the reader.

As an Anthology Editor, | also know how to put a book together
and | know how to get a book published. It is at this time, | come
to you to request your memoirs for an anthology of Holocaust
survivor stories.

| am seeking short stories to be compiled in one collection. This
collection will hopefully include the memoirs from you, as well as
from the families of members who are no longer with us. Many
of you may have spoken somewhere, in front of a group, relating

your World War Two experiences. Perhaps you wrote down
what you said on paper and perhaps you have those sheets
folded away in a drawer in your home. Perhaps you have a
computer or a typewriter at home and can type up your story or if
not, have a grandchild who can type your story for you; or you
can neatly print your own words on lined paper. Every story is
unique and important and worthy of publication. In addition to
these short stories, | would also be interested in featuring old
photos, lefters, diaries, and any other wartime documents you
may have.

After the book is published, and the organization starts to collect
monies from the sale of this book, the profits could be held in
Trust for an Endowment to be used to financially assist
University students undertaking Holocaust and Genocide
Studies.

I know many of you are going to Florida very soon. There is no
big rush for your contribution. You may take up to the end of
June to send in your memoirs for the book. It would be a tragedy
if the Zaglembier Society will one day only be known as a section
of a cemetery.

| have a working title for our new book. It is “Around the Granite;
The Chronicles of The Holocaust Survivors of The Zaglembier
Society.

As a Jewish Canadian, and someone who is married to a second
generation survivor, | feel it is also my responsibility to do
whatever | can to spread the truth and keep the memories of the
horrors of the last Jewish genocide alive, in order to ensure our
future generations live in a world of peace, safety and respect.
We live in strange times. Everything can seem so good, so
perfect, and then, out of the blue, a Jewish husband and father is
knifed in the back on Bathurst Street; a Jewish household where
a survivor lives has a huge Swastika painted on their front door;
the Synagogue where | sometimes go to pray is vandalized; a
Hebrew Day School is set on fire in a nearby Canadian city; and
more than one Jewish cemetery, including Bathurst Lawn
Cemetery, is desecrated.

The signs are here. They point out to me, that our existence is
not secure anywhere, at any time. We must be vigilant and we
must be united in fighting back. We all know there is no room for
complacency. A false sense of security will leave everyone of us
in a too vulnerable position in a world of hate.

Your memoirs can contribute to teaching tolerance and
humanitarianism among the future citizens and future leaders of
tomorrow. Over the years, as Larry’s wife, | have come to
embrace you as part of my extended family. We have shared
simchas and sorrows. We have sung together, we have danced
together and we have laughed and we have cried together. Now
is the time to collaborate on an important project that will leave a
legacy for future generations to learn from and to believe in.

If you need time to think about it, please remember that time is
running out. Your memoirs are like gold and diamonds. They
are both precious and valuable.

bunny@gil-ca.ca



By doing so, | would really love to see us keeping in touch with
the second generation of our parents' friends from abroad. After
all, we know and have to admit that, friends were all what left for
them after the nightmare was over. Friends took over and
became their families. Friends were the ones that went with them
through hell and came out from it as people. And these friends
were the only ones who knew so well their families and therefore
helped in any way they could in times of sorrow.

With these strong ties | want us to continue.

We would like you to visit us whenever someone is in Israel.
That goes also for a family Shabbat dinner, whenever someone
is visiting and wants to meet one with a very similar background
(parent's home town), whenever a child is here. Whenever
anyone wants or need anything io do with Israel which we can
help. Or just simply wants to say Shalom!

In addition, we recently learned that our activities are somehow
different from the ones you have. | know that my friends here will
love to hear what yau do (and maybe even learn a thing or two).
If you would like to hear more about us, drop us a line and we
will gladly oblige. !

In the meantime, here is a very brief summary of our activities:
e The Organization's club located on 23 Frishmann St. in
Tel Aviv is open on Wednesdays between 4:00 to 7:00

P.M. for meetings and visitors from Israel and abroad.

e On New Year's Eve and Passover we convene at the
club for a toast and blessing. i

e During Sukkot a navigation excursion is held in
remembrance of Captain. Gal Lev-Ran (a Zaglembia
survivor's grandson). This event is held in association
with the I.D.F at the Moddin Memorial site and its
surroundings.

e For decades we have held a ball during Hanukah,
which is a chance to meet friends and have fun.

e During Tu Bi'Shvat all the generations get together, at
the Modi'in memorial site, plant trees and hold a Tu
Bi'Shvat Seder.

e Every year the Organization has a “Roots Journey” to
Zaglemia and Aushwitz (where most of the Zaglembia
Jews perished). These excursions are open to
members of all three generations.

e Lectures and workshops are also held for members, as
well as trips to museums that deal with the subject of
the Holocaust and memorializing.

Shalom Velehitraot (See you )
Ayala Avidov- Schlesinger - Second Generation of Zaglembien
My e-mail: Ayala@Avidov.Com
My Address: 15b. Harav Nissim St. Raanana 43228
Home Phone: 09 — 7480518 Mobile Phone: 052 - 4575245
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Zaglembie World Organization in Tel-Aviv thanks our
ﬁ%ﬁ friends in Montreal and Florida for their generous
. donations to Yad Hazikaron and the commemoration
(‘? of Zaglembie Jewry
% | We wish you all years of naches and good health.
o

Thornhill singer preeminent interpreter of

Holocaust songs

By Rick Kardonne, Tribune Correspondent,
The Jewish Tribune — Oct. 27, 2005

THORNHILL- Probably the world's most prominent and
authoritative singer of songs from the Holocaust, Thornhill's
Jenny Eisenstein, was the star performer at one of Israel's most
significant events this past spring commemorating the 60"
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps: the Yom
Hashoah Memorial Service and Yzkor for Zaglembie Martyrs,
held at Modi'in, the home of the Maccabees.

Zaglembie is the province in southwest Poland where Eisenstein
was born and raised, prior to her incarceration first in Auschwitz
and then in Bergen-Belsen. While she grew up in Bendzin, the
better-known cities in Zaglembie are Katowice and Sosnowiec.
Being close to the former German state of Silesia, Zaglembie,
with a large and culturally thriving Jewish community, was one of
the first Polish areas to be decimated by Hitler's Blitzkrieg in
1939, resulting in the mass murder of most of its Jews.

Modi'in, just north of the Jerusalem-Tel-Aviv highway, was
chosen as the memorial site to epitomize the destruction of
Zaglembie Jewry, which epitomized the murder of Europe's
Jewry a whole by Nazi Germany.

The speakers included Yitzhak Herzog, minister of construction
and housing; Modi'in Mayor Moshe Spector; and Abraham
Green, chairman of the Zaglembie World Organization. The
former IDF Chief Cantor Arieh Braun conducted the memorial
service. Music was provided by the Police Orchestra, led by one
of Israel's most esteemed pops-orchestra conductors, Menashe
Levran. But the highlight of this event was jenny Eisenstein's
performance.

Among the songs she sang were: SHTILLE by Shmerke
Kaczerginski and Alexander Walkovsky, a living Holocaust
surviver who wrote this song when he was 11 years old, and
THE ZAGLEMBIE SONG whose author is unknown. But perhaps
the climax was her stirring rendition of Hirsh Glick's epic march-
anthem of Holocaust resistance, ZOG NIT KEYNMOL, whose
English-language translation was written by Canada's Jerry Gray
of Travelers folk singing fame. The large audience sang along
with her.

Eisenstein said, "this was a very emotional performance in the
valley of the Maccabees. In this valley, there are rough, raw
stones of remembrance, surrounded by a huge wall of black
marble, with the letters of names of the victims, inscribed in

white. Above the wall are towering gold Hebrew letters which
spell: Zachor".

The Zaglembie memorial was not the only 60" liberation
commemoration concert performed by Eisenstein. On May 8,
she performed in Tel Aviv with one of the Israel's best-known
singers, Moti Giladi. In transit to Israel, she performed at the site
of the Bergen-Belsen death camp in Germany: and event
attended by high-ranking German government dignitaries: and
also in Atlantic City.

This latest round has been cnly one of a multitude of concerts
throughout the years, which Eisenstein has given worldwide,
beginning in her adopted home city of Toronto, She performed
the world's very first concert of Holocaust songs and
commemoration of the Warsaw Ghetto Revolt in Toronto's

Arbeiter Ring building in 1950. Since then, her legacy - of
performances has included such highlights as being only one of
three performers (the other two being Chava Alberstein and
Thodore Bikel) at the 1983 Holocaust reunification at the
Washington Mall, over which President Ronald Reagan
presided; the 1984 World Gathering of Combatants in
Jerusalem, and performances not only with Israel's late master
satirist-raconteur Shimon Dzigan, but also for Andrej Szpilman,
the son of Wiadyslaw Szpilman, the pianist who was portrayed
by Oscar winner Adrian Brody in the Roman Polanski film, THE
PIANIST.

She has performed for many Toronto Jewish organizations and
for many south Florida Jewish organizations, where she winters
in Hallandale. She has also performed frequently on Toronto
campuses, She quoted one York University student who told her,
after hearing her in concert: "l don't speak Yiddish but | never
knew that we had such powerful literature”.

Throughout all of her many concerts, Eisenstein, who constantly
researches often obscure scores of Holocaust songs, conveys a
spirit not of daom and gloom but of triumph over adversity.

"l have a Zionistic background, and | have been a devoted
Zionist all my life", she proclaimed. In that vein, she regards her
songs as "a celebration of life: the legacy of our people through
our songs", and she fervently hopes to continue to perform these
songs in many venues, both in Toronto and elsewhere, in the
future.
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Dear friends and fellow Zaglembians,

This issue of the Zaglembie Newsletter is proud to present
articles on four recently published books: David Klayman's and
Miriam Kipper's books about their experiences during the war
years, the book by Anna Cwiakowska a member of our editorial
board — in Polish, on Nathan Gross, and the book by Jarostaw
Sobaszek, serving today as a teacher in one of the gymnasia in
Sosnowiec, and tukasz Podiejeskyi. The book tell the story of
the Jews of Sosnowiec from their beginnings in the area until
their annihilation in the Holocaust. (Mr. Sobaszek visited Israel
in 1999 with a delegation of high-school students from Poland,
as our guests.)

These books join a prestigious list of research books and
memoirs that have been written in Hebrew, Yiddish, Polish and
English on Zaglembie, its cities, villages, Jewish communities
and residents. Included in the pages of this newsletter is a list of
books written in Hebrew and Yiddish by members of the
Zaglembie community and other authors. Our next issue will
feature books published in other languages, books that relate the
story of the Zaglembie communities and what happened to them
during the Holocaust.

Even though many books have been written about the Jews of
Zaglembie, | firmly believe there is need for more. In my opinion,
every single one of us as survivors has not only the privilege, but
also the obligation to tell and write his or her life story. If this is
difficult for you, then please do not hesitate to request assistance
from your children, grandchildren or other family members to put
your thoughts on paper. Fellow survivors, in Israel and abroad,
let us remember, time is of the essence and the sooner we
tackle it, the better.

dedede

And talking about putting our stories in writing...

Some time ago the diary of Rutka Lasker, a young girl, was
discovered in Bendin. In it she recorded what her eyes saw and
her ears heard in 1942 and 1943, the steps taken against the
Jews and the Akzies. Rutka, together with her family, was sent
to Auschwitz, where she perished. You can read about her in
the article by Menachem Lior.

In Poland, and especially in the region of Zaglembie in the Slask
Province, the discovery of the diary was covered in all the media
and received with great interest. The Bendin Municipality will
publish the diary in Polish in the near future. We talked with
Rutka’'s family and with officials from Yad Vashem and are
working on having it published in Hebrew and in English. And as
for the actual diary, we hope to find a way to bring it to Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem to be preserved for posterity.

Dear friends, this newsletter strives to bring as much updated
information as possible about the Jews of Zaglembie in Israel
and around the world, but that is not our sole mission; the
newsletter also includes articles on Zaglembie Jews during the
war and material on its kehilot (communities) since their
inception. Once again, | am calling upon all of you, in Israel and
abroad, to send us material about our illustrious past and we will
make every effort to publish it.

We wish the Jews of Zaglembie in Israel and through out the
world a happy and kosher Passover

Abraham Green

The Diary of Rutka Lasker
By Menachem Lior (liwer)

About two months ago Adam Szydtowski, one of the leaders of
the “Yona" organization in Bendin contacted me and told me that
a diary of a young Jewish girl, Rutka Lasker, was recovered in
Bendin. The diary had been hidden away for some 63 years with
Stanistawa Spinska, an 82-year-old Polish woman who had been
entrusted with it by Rutka. Mrs. Spinska's nephew convinced
her to reveal the diary and that is how it came into Adam
Szydiowski's possession.

As a child | had known a girl by the name of Rutka Lasker and in
order to verify that it was the same person | asked Adam for
information about her parents. Adam sent me several names
including Dvora (nee Hampel) and Yaakov Lasker that matched
the information | have about the family. | began to research what
had happened to the family. | met with Linka Gold in London
and it turns out that she was a classmate of Rutka. As far as she
could recall Rutka's father survived the war.

| continued my search in Israel and remembered that my
daughter Yael taught the grandson of the late Mordecai Hampel
and that is how | came to meet Dalia Mercazi, Mordecai's
daughter. | found out that Dvora, Rutka's mother, was Dalia's
aunt (her father's sister). Dvora and Yaakov Lasker had two
children, Rutka and a son named Yoachim. | also learned that
Yaakov Lasker immigrated to Israel after the war, remarried and
had a daughter in Israel called Zehava. The next step was to
find Rutka's half-sister (on her father's side), Zehava. With
Dalia's help | was indeed able to locate Zehava. | called her and
told her of the discovery of the diary.

Rutka Lasker 1929 — 1943

Rutka was born in 1929 to Dvora (Dorka) (nee Hampel) and
Yaakov Lasker. Rutka had a younger brother named Yoachim-
Henyosh and the family lived in Bendin. The father, Yaakov

Shalom Haverim!

Many times | wanted to sit down and write you these lines. But,
somehow the notion that I'm "wasting my time" kept crawling in.
The fear that no one will read this or will show any interest in
what | have to say has prevented me from acting on my feelings
and convey to you my thoughts.

While meeting two dear people who visited us lately (Mrs. Eddie
and Mr. Jeff Cymler) | made the decision that someone ought to
break the ice and be the first one to jump head first. So here | am
doing just that.
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ILas.ker, had been a pioneer in his youth and immigrated to Israel
in 1917 as one of the “Bendin's Five” — the precursors of the
Third Aliyah. A few years later he became ill with malaria and
typhus and had to return to Poland, where he married Dorka.
They planned to return to Israel together.

Rutka was a pretty and talented girl who attracted the attention
of those around her. Her mother Dorka had family in Israel, her
parents and her brother Mordecai. Dorka would send them
photos of her children, thus pictures from their childhood
remained.

Rutka and her entire family were sent to Auschwitz in August
1943 when the ghetto was destroyed. Rutka, her brother
Henyosh, and her mother were sent directly to the gas
chambers. Her father Yaakov was transferred to a labor camp in
Auschwitz, where he survived for several months until he was
transferred to Sachsenhausen ill and in extremely poor physical
condition (almost a "Muselmann"). In this camp the Germans
gathered forced laborers, requiring them to counterfeit foreign
currency for purposes of destroying the American and British
economies. That is how Yaakov Lasker survived the war.

After the war Yaakov Lasker came to Israel, married Chana
Wiener and had a daughter, Zehava. Until the age of 14 Zehava
had no knowledge of her father's pre-war family, neither about
his children nor his wife, all murdered in Auschwitz. At the age
of 14 she saw a photo of Rutka as a child and asked her father
who was the girl that looked so similar to her. At first her father
refused to answer, but after Zehava’s pleas he told her about his
family before the war and that the girl in the photo was her sister,
Rutka, who perished in Auschwitz. Zehava was deeply affected
by the story and when she married Avigdor Shertz and had a
daughter, they named her Ruth after the sister she had never
known.

February 28, 2006

Hello Dear Friends!

My name is Ayala Avidov — Schiesinger. Born to parents from
Zaglembie (Mom from Sosnowiec, Dad from Bendzin), who are
holocaust survivors. Both are alive and well - thank God.
Throughout my childhood years, as far back as | can remember,
| went with my parents to various functions done for and by the
Zaglembie organization. As I'm sure many of you did too. Now it
is our "turn” to lead and safe keep this organization to the next
generation.



Zaglembie Newsletter - "Zaglembier Zeitung"
Mrs. Helen Hecht, originally from Strzemieszyce, who lives in
Hallandale, Florida asked to subscribe to the Zaglembie
Newsletter — Zaglembier Zeitung. Of course, we happily fulfilled
her request and added her to the paper’s subscriber list. 1t will
be delivered to her home, as is done for all our subscribers.

The Zaglembie Newsletter is published twice yearly, at Passover
and Rosh HaShanah, and serves as a vehicle for conveying
information about the goings on of people from Zaglembie in
Israel and abroad, as well as about life in Zaglembie during the
Holocaust period. We are again appealing to our friends around
the world to contribute material in Hebrew, English, Polish or
Yiddish for the paper.

About the paper’s circulation:

We distribute approximately 1,500 copies of the paper in Israel to
our fellow Zaglembians and another 300 copies to people and
organizations involved in Holocaust-related matters. However,
the picture is quite different on the global scene, since,
unfortunately, aside from our friends in Toronto, we do not have
an updated list of former Zaglembians. This is the reason we
have decided to switch to a direct distribution system. Therefore,
| am calling upon all former Zaglembians worldwide to send us
their personal details: Name, address EM and telephone
number, along with any information relevant to their Zaglembie
origins (former name, Zaglembie town of residence, etc.). The
newsletter will then be mailed out directly to them.

We also must ask our friends to share in the cost of publishing
and distributing the paper. Even though all the dedicated
editorial board members work as volunteers on the paper, and
are deserving of every praise, additional costs factor into its
publication, such as graphics, printing and mailing — all carried
out by external parties, at full cost.

Anyone interested in receiving the paper abroad is Kkindly
requested to send his or her details to: Zaglembie World
Organization, 23 Frishman St. 63561 Tel Aviv, Israel

Or by Fax: 09 — 7564543. Or by EM: rinakahan@yahoo.com

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation.

R

-

T

A

\w‘\‘\.,‘nlllx‘nnl“.“\\\\\

Zaglembie world Organization is honored to invite you to
Yom Hashoa Memorial Service
Yizkor for Zaglembie Martyrs
The ceremony will take place at Yad Hazikaron in Modiin
On Tuesday, April 25th 2006 4p.m.
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Happy and Kosher
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