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Zapisz jako...

W opiniodawcze], powaznej gazecie polskiej, w Gazecie
Wyborczej od niedawna zaczely sie w numerach
swiatecznych pojawia¢ wiersze; za kazdym razem jeden. W
jednym z numeréw z marca br obok poetyckiego utworu
zobaczylismy fotografie autorki, ktora jest urodzona w Cze-
ladzi 1 do dzisiaj tam zamieszkata poetka, dziennikarka i
autorka prozy, Barbara Zych-Gruszka W naszej Gazecie
Zagtebiowskiej zamiescilismykilka jej utworow, emanuyj jacych
szczegolng aura, splatajaca codziennosé z poezja 1 to co
lokalne z tym co uniwersalne.

W literackim miesieczniku "Slask" (nr 5) uhonorowano pisarke
obszernym esejem poswigconym jej twdrczosci poetyckiej,
zatytulowanym "W $wiecie zmystéw 1 codziennosci". Barbara
Zych-Gruszka wydata niedawno, w trzydziestolecie swej
tworczosci dziennikarskiej, poetyckiej 1 prozatorskiej dwie
nowe ksiazki: szosty z kolei tomik poezji "Sprawdzanie
obecno$cl”, oraz tom prozy p.t. "Zapisz jako...". Wsrod
reportazy, opowiesci - dokumentow ukazujacych ludzi i czasy
znalezlismy w te) ksiazce bliski nam zagtebiowski 1 zydowski
temat: ze spotkania w Czeladzi z lzraelczykami - Blanka i
Abrahamem Green. Opis ich loséw autorka ukazuje jak swego
rodzaju charakterystyke biegu zycia pokolenia ocalencow z
Zagtady.

W czescei ksigzki zatytutowane;j "to moja taka historia" rozdziat
p.t. "Uslyszalem: nie masz nikogd jest drugim z kolei w
ksigzce. Cytuje kilka wyjatkow:

" Abraham Green przyjechat do Czeladzi w 1988 roku. -
Wysiedlismy - wspomina - na Rynku, a ja ich poprowadzitem
koto kosciota w dof, tam, gdzie schodzito sie do synagogi.
Stanatem 1 méwig: "Tu bylta boznica, a tutaj mieszkalismy z
rodzicami.

Nagle z okna u Madli wyglada jakas starsza kobieta: - A kto
pan jest?

- Wnuczek Hajdy - tak powiedziatem, bo dziadek byl
czeladzianinem. A ona: - Ktorego? Berka? Andzi? Fela? -
wymienita calq trojke, jakby sie z nimi widziala wezoraj.

- Jak ten cztowiek zyje tym wszystkim - Blanka patrzy na
meza z uwaga. Z Tel-Avivu Abraham przyjezdzat do swojego
rodzinnego miasta juz dziesie¢ razy. Ona dotaczyta do niego
ostatnio, zeby rozktada¢ jego przezycia na dwoje.

"Miata dziewig¢ latkiedy wybuchta wojna. ... W ciagu kilku dni
czerwca 1941 Niemcy zajeli Lwow..."W getcie zaczely sie tak
zwane akcje- mowi Blanka - Najpierw wzieli matke. Ojciec
zatatwit mi ucieczke. ... Mnie zabrat znajomy Polak. Ukrywali
mnie chyba w dwunastu miejscach.. W 44 roku
Rosjanie wrocili do Lwowa. Troche pracowatam, troche sie
uczylam. A potem wybratam sie do Polski..Do Niemiec
przeszliSmy przez Czechosto- wacje. I tam trafitam do obozu
Jak sie zaczeta ta emigracja miatam 14 lat.. Kazali mi czekac
az skoncze osiemnascie, zeby legalnie wyjechac do Izraela."
"Urodzit si¢ w Czeladzi - pisze autorka - w domu przy
Bytomskiej 35. Ten dom stoi do dzi$, taki sam. Byt tu dwa lata
temu, z corka 1 synem, ale miasto - najstarsze w Zaglebiu
Dabrowskim- jest juz inne. Dzi§ mieszka tu prawie 40 tys.
mieszkancow. Przed wojna na 25 tys. bylo 1200 Zydéw.

- Bylismy z bardzo poboznego domu. U nas si¢ pisato daty po
hebrajsku. Ojciec, Berek Green pochodzit ze Strzemieszyc, ale
matka, Hana, byta czeladzka. Dwie siostry miatem.. Duza
Ryfcie 1 malg Henig. Matka byla spotecznie
zaangazowana... Zasiadata w Radzie Miasta. Byta przewodni-
czaca Zydowskiej] Organizacji Kobiet. Zarzadzata ochronka
dla dziect.
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...Z poczatku 1942 kazali im sie¢ przenies¢ do czeladzkiego
getta.

- W pazdzierniku 1942 moja mama miata przepustke do
Bedzina, jechata do gminy zydowskiej, ale cos sie stato, wzieli
ja na karetke o Mystowic. A stamtad do Oswiecimia.
..Zabrali  wszystkich  chlopcow  zydowskich  do
Sosnoweca...potem do lagru w Markstadt...21 stycznia 1945
kazali nam maszerowa¢ do centralego obozu w Gross Rosen.
Byla zima, kto nie mogt i8¢, rozstrzeliwali go na
miejscu...Potem pociagiem przewiezli nas do Weimaru..

Po pokonaniu piechota 9 km dotarli do Buchenwaldu, potem
do lagru miedzy Lipskiem a Dreznem. 13 kwietnia 1945
wyzwolili ich Amerykanie. 20 kwietnia Abraham byt juz w
Czeladzi.

"Nie masz nikogo".

.. W kwietniu 1948 ( przez Pragg, Monachium, Wiochy,
brytyjski oboz internowania na Cyprze- red.) przyjechat do
Palestyny. Zaczal sluzy¢ w wojsku.

...Do Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia nalezy w Izraelu 1500 osob.
(A.Green jest przewodniczacym - red.) ..Na poczatku
sierpnia 2003 prawie 70 cztonkow z [zraela 1 USA przyjechalo
do Zaglgbia, zeby uczci¢ 60 rocznice likwidacji gett...13
sierpnia, ostatniego wieczoru pobytu Zydow w Zaglebiu w
sosnowieckim hotelu "Adria" odbyla sig¢ pozegnalna kolacja.
Przybyli na nia prezydenci zaglebiowskich miast, wojewoda
slaski Lechostaw Jarzebski 1 ambasador Izraela w Polsce,
Szewach Weiss. Zaproszonych gosci witat 1 podeymowat szef
Zwiazku, Abraham Green. Blyskaty flesze, zrobiono wiele
zdjec...Ale Abraham nosi w pamieci jedno, o wiele wyra-
zistrze, mimo up’rywu czasu, zdjecie sprzed lat:

- Pamietam, Jak w 1936 do Czeladz przyjecha% WO_]BWOda
kielecki, taki skromny, niski pan. Wtedy poproszono troje
Zydodw, zeby na Rynku powitali go chlebem i sola. Jednym byt
rabin, drugim pan Szwajcer, a trzecig - byla moja matka,
Hana. Teraz wszystko si¢ powtarza, tylko, ze zamiast niej,
stoje ja.
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Ksigzke zrecenzowala prof. Kamila Terminska z
Uniwersytetu Slaskiego, ktéra m.in. napisata: "W ksiazce
najcenniejsze jest wszechstronne omoéwienie r16znych
aspektow zycia spotecznodci zydowskich w dwudziestu jeden
zaglebiowskich miejscowosciach. ..

Wielki szacunek nalezy si¢ autorom za wyszukanie 1

wykorzystanie dokumentéw, pamiatek, zdje¢, za dotarcie do
ludzi, ktérych pamiec zostata w ksiazce utrwalona... W sumie
otrzymujemy panoramiczny obraz spotecznoséci zydowskich
zamieszkujacych miasta Zaglebia... Ksiazke uwazam za
niezwykle warto$ciowa." P
Anna Cwiakowska

"Nieobecni')
nowa ksigzka Anny Cwiakowskiej

Anna Cwiakowska

s -';a. it | 5
NIEOBECN]I

Oficyna Bibliofilow
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Anna Cwiakowska, Nieobecni.
Oficyna Bibliofilow, £.6dZ 2004

W Wydawnictwie Oficyna Bibliofiléw w Lodzi ukazata sie
nowa ksiazka cztonkini Zwiazku Zydéw Zaglebia. Ksigzka
zostala doskonale przyjeta przez krytykow literatury.
Podajemy wyjatki z artykutéw recenzyjnych:
"Z wielkg przyjemnoscia 1 zainteresowaniem przeczytatem
nowa ksiazke Anny Cwiakowskiej. "Nieobecni" to wybdr
esejow, wywiadow, rozmow publikowanych na przestrzeni lat
- racze] ostatnich, spotkan z ludzmi piéra i pedzla,
spofecznikami,  aktorami, pisarzami, dziennikarzami,
profesorami, ludzmi sztuki 1 nauki, ktérzy odeszli do lepszego
Swiata, ale nadal zyje wsréd nas pamigc o nich, ich dzielo, ich
mysl. ...A ten pomniczek, ktéry postawita Anna Cwiakowska
trzydziestu postaciom, znanym nam nieraz osobiscie albo z
lektury, prasy, radia, telewizji, to bardzo wazny przyczynek do
histori1 naszej kultury 1 przypominania twércow 1 ich
tworczoscl. ...Mysle, ze ksiazke te mozna ochrzcié mianem
"ksiggi Zydéw polskich w Izraelu", bo choé nie jest "historia
Zydéw polskich" budujacych ten kraj, to tchnie zich biografii i
wypowiedzipodwojne zycieduchoweludzi, ktorzy przywiezliz
sobg polska kulture 1 potaczyli ja z kultura hebrajska i mitoscia
do starej historycznej ojczyzny. Przyjechali jako "Izraelici" a
stali sig Izraelczykami...
...Pisarstwo Cwiakowskiej odznacza sie procz wyszukanej
polszczyzny 1 potoczystego stylu, solidnym przygotowaniem
nadajacym w efekcie reportazowi swego rodzaju historyczng
interpretacje¢ 1 poczucie udziatu czytelnika w intymnej
rozmowie z artystg czy uczonym, ktorego ten esej przywraca
do zycia. (Natan Gross "Nowiny Kurier" Izrael 06.10.04)
X X X ® X
Ksiazka faczy harmonijnie rézne wartosci - jest swoistym
sfownikiem biograficznym pisarzy, malarzy, muzykoéw,
aktorow, uczonych, dziataczy spotecznych i kulturalnych -
prawie wszyscy maja polsko-zydowskie tradycje i losy. Na
wspolne) przez stulecia ziemi, w miastach duzych 1 matych

miasteczkachrodzilisigwzydowskichrodzinach ludzie, ktorzy
poznie] wzbogacili kulture i nauke polska, izraelska,
amerykanska, francuska i inne. Dialogi z twoércami, ktére
prowadzita autorka przed laty maja z dzisiejszej perspektywy
walor uogolnienia filozoficznego czy historycznego - poprzez
losy indywidualne... Te "zywoty stawnych mezow" (czesto
rodzaju zenskiego) wyrostych w wiekszosci na ziemiach
dawnej Rzeczpospolitej w zydowskich rodzinach, dajg nam -
serdecznie podana - wiedzg o wspdlne;j historii i przenikaniu
tworczym dwoch kultur: polskiej 1 zydowskie;."

(Ryszard Wasita "Slowo Zydowskie" Warszawa nr
23-24, 2004)

X X X X

"Jest kolejna ksiazka Anny Cwiakowskiej. "Nieobecni" - 30
szKicow...
W kazdym z tych szkicow jest rowniez wiele drobiazgow, o
ktorych Cwiakowska nie zapomina Bo wie, ze po lekturze
"Nieobecnych" te drobiazgi tworza pewna catosé. Dajg portret
zbiorowoscl. .. 2
Tytut ksiazki jest przewrotny. Anna Cwiakowska przywraca
przeciez zbiorowej pamigei osoby, ktére na to szczegdlnie
zastugujg. Ta ksiazka dziekuje za polski jezyk, ktory
rozbrzmiewal w Izraelu, o czym my nie zawsze pamigtamy."
(Zbigniew Pakula, czasop."Miasteczko" nr 3 Poznan,
grudzien 04)

X X X X
"Nieobecni" to ksiazka bedaca plonem niezliczonych spotkan
autorki z ludZmi: pisarzami, artystami, twércami kultury,
poruszajacymi si¢ na styku polsko-zydowskiego obcowania.
Znajdziemy tam sylwetki Idy Kaminskiej,  Samuela
Shneidermana, Edmunda Neusteina i jego ksiegarni w
Tel-Avivie, by wspomnie¢ tych najbardziej znanych.
Najciekawsi sa jednak ci, ktorych nie znamy. To whasnie sa
tytufowi "Nieobecni". Rzecz ma wielki walor poznawczy,
szczegOlnie dla nas w Polsce. O wielu portretowanych przez
Cwiakowska 0s6b po prostu nie styszelismy... "Nieobecni"
stanowia co$ w rodzaju popularnego, ale bardzo starannie
opracowanego (informacje biograficzne i bibliograficzne oraz
dane innego typu) zbioru portretéw. Daleki on jest od
stownikowej sucho$ci i bezosobowosci, nasycony za to
emocjami 1 osobistym do$wiadczeniem autorki, W
najszlachetniejszym tego stowa znaczeniu subiektywny,"
(Internet www. holocaustresearch. pl/polecamy 8.htm -
Instytut Filozofii i Socjologii Polskiej Akademii Nauk
Centrum Badan nad Zaglada Zydéw, Warszawa
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Nowa ksiazka o zaglebiowskich Zydach

Byli wsréd nas
Zyli wéréd nas
Niechaj chociaz pamieé
O nich nie zaginie
(Janina Kozlowska)
Powyzsza strofa otwiera najnowsza ksiazke poswiecong
Zydom Zaglebia, wydana w roku 2004 w Zaglebiu, w
Wydawnictwie "Progres” w Sosnowcu, a wydawca jest
Stowarzyszenie Autorow Polskich Oddziat w Bedzinie.
Ksiazka jest bardzo bogata w tres¢, od razu skupia uwage
uwzglednienie matych 1 nawet najmniejszych miejscowosei, o
ktorych mato kto pamieta, ale wszedzie tam zyly, dziataty i
zostaty przez Niemcoéw wymordowane rodziny zydowskie. To
sg dane niezwykle wazne - dla historii 1 historykow, lecz
opréczaspektuhistoryczno-naukowego posiadajatakze aspekt
moralny, powiedziatabym - jako uczczenie imion i nazwisk
ofiar Zaglady, przypomnienie ich, ozywienie na chwile choéby
w $wiadomosci czytelnika.
Autorka strofy stanowiacej motto ksiazki mieszka w Grodzcu 1
jest wspotautorka ksiazki. Poniewaz praca ta wymagata
wielkiegowysitkuzwiazanegozposzukiwaniemautentycznych
zrodel, nalezy wymieni¢c wszystkich wspotautoréw: J.B.
Sokotowska - Dabrowa Gonicza; D. Lukasik - Grodek;, Z
Rabsztyn - Strzyzowice; A. Rejdak - Czeladz-Piaski;
Wt Sliwon - Bedzin; K. Stowinska - Grodziec; S. Pobidel -
Dabrowa Gormicza;, A. Szydtowski - Bedzin; M. Sromek -
Dabrowa Gornicza, W. Maciazek - Sosnowiec.
Zydzi w Zaglebiu Dabrowskim i okolicy
praca zbiorowa pod redakcja Bolestawa Ciepieli
autora 21 ksigzek. Omawiana tutaj praca jest pozycjg 22 w
jego publikacjach ksiazkowych. Jak czytamy na ostatnie;
oktadce obok fotogafii, ksiazka ta opracowana zostata "z jego
inicjatywy 1 pod jego redakcja.”
Podaje kolejna informacje, wedtugtekstuna oktadce: "Ksigzka
ma 321 stron 1 125 ilustracji... W czterech czesciach opisano
historie Zydow zagtebiowskich i1 okolicy (Bedzin, Czeladz,
Dabrowa Goérnicza, Gotonog, Grodziec, Klimontéw, Kromo-
tow, Lagisza, Modrzejow, Olkusz, Stawkow, Siewierz,
Strzemieszyce, Sosnowiec, Zawiercie, Zagorze, Zabkowice,
Wojkowice, oraz miejscowosci w gminie Bobrowniki:
Bobrowniki, Dobieszyce, Rogoznik, Saczdéw, Siemiona;, w
gminie Mierzecice: Przeczyce, w gminie Psary: Goéra
Siewierska, Grodkow, Psary, Sarnow,
Strzyzowice). W czesci I podano podstawowe wiadomosci o
narodzie zydowskim, w czesci II opisano historie Zydow w
wybranych miejscowosciach, w czesct III podano zarys
wiadomoscei o organizacjach, szkolnictwie, sporcie, zyciu
literackim 1 poezji Zydéw i o Zydach, czes¢ IV poswigcono
martyrologii Zydéw w czasie II wojny swiatowej.
W zakonczeniu ksiazki umieszczono relacje prezesa Fundacji
"Jona" w Bedzinie, Adama Szydlowskiego o kontaktach z
Zydami zaglebiowskimi."
Ksigzka  zawiera  mnostwo  danych, nie  tylko
pierwszoplanowych, ale wiasnie 1 z matych 1 malutkich
miejscowosci, gdzie tylko w Zagtebiu mieszkali Zydzi.
Nie mogac, oczywiscie, w krotkiej relacji zmiesci¢ tego, co
godzi si¢ o tej mrowczej pracy autorow powiedzie¢, niechaj
przynajmniej, wertujac ksiazke, wymienig to i owo z tresci, czy
tego mnostwa fotografii. ( Na jednej z nich zobaczylam nagle
dwoch moich braci - jednego, ktory z hachszary w Polsce
przybyt przed II wojna $wiatowa do Palestyny, oraz drugiego,
ktory jako zotnierz polski zginat we wrzesniu 1939 roku na
froncie.) Mysle, ze rowniez wielu sposrod Zaglebian wlzraelu,
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USA, Kanadzie czy gdzie indziej odnajdzie na tych
fotografiach znajome twarze. Przyznaje, ze mnie ta dbatosé o
szczegoly wzruszyla. Naprzyktad: "Historycynie zapisali" - "O
Zydach w Grodzcu zaglebiowscy historycy nic nie napisali, a
przeciez Zydzi tam mieszkali, o czym mozna wnioskowaé z
tego, ze kiedy utworzono Okreg Bozniczy w Bedzinie, to ptacit
on podatki na rzecz probostwa rzymsko-katolickiego w
Grodzcu, w taczne) wysokos$ci 47 rubli, w 1851 roku".

Z rozdziatu p.t. Holoaust, str.261 - Siewierz: "Rozkazano im
zalozy¢ opas ki z Gwiazda Dawida 1 zatrudniono w pracach
publicznych ( zamiatanie rynku, sprzatanie itp.) W Kilka
miesigcy potem wyznaczono podwody...

Pozwolono im tylko zabra¢ bagaz osobisty. Pozostata tylko
jedna mtoda kobieta, ktora ukrywata sie przez pewien czas w
stodotach. Zimno 1 gtéd spowodowaly, ze, bedac w ciazy,
utopita si¢ w rzece. Prawopodobnie okres wojenny przezyly
tylko 3 osoby."

Cze$¢ 11 nosi tytul "Zydzi w walce 1 w literaturze" i liczy 56
stron. Mnostwo informacji o licznych dziedzinach zycia
kulturalnego 1 tworcach.

Troche utwordw proza 1 wiersze (m.in. takze autorow z
Izraela), a przede wszystkim autorow zaglebiowskich z lat
powojennych.

W tymze rozdziale o udziale Zydow Zaglebia w polskiej walce
patriotycznej w réznych okresach historycznych, oraz "Zydzi
zagltebiowscy w wojnie 1939-1945". Poza tym - o
organizacjach i stowarzyszeniach, oraz: "Zycie wybranych
jednostek”.

Rozdziatp.t. "Powrotydokorzeni" 1 podrozdziaty zawierajg juz
informacje o ostatnich latach wspotdziataniai "wizyt ukorzeni"
zaglebiowskich Zydow z Izraela 1 z innych krajow na $wiecie.
Znajduyjemy tutaj rowniez wiadomosci o ciekawych
inicjatywach podejmowanyh w Zaglebiu z celem zblizenia
spoteczenstwu wiedzy o zaglebiowskich Zydach - wspotoby-
watelach 1 wspotbudowniczych w swoim czasie tego waznego
regionu Polski.

Ksiazke konczy relacja z wizyty w Izraelu dwoch cztonkow
Zarzadu Fundacj1 "Jona", panéw Adama Szydtowskiego 1
Mirostawa Starzynskiego, ktérzy byli go$émi Zwiazku Zydow
Zaglebia w lzraelu. Adam Szydtowski, nawiazujac do
stawnego "I have a dream" Martina Lutera Kinga w Wa-
szyngtonie, napisatl: "Mialem sen, ze tysigce naszych przyjaciot
ktorzy jeszcze tak niedawno zyli z nami przy jedne;j ulicy, tak
naprawde jednego dnia wrocili. I nie bylo juz wiecej ptaczu,
nikt nie blagal o zycie, nikt nie rozdzielal dzieci od swoich
matek...Nie zapomnielismy 1 bedziemy pamigtac.”

Nie mozna pomina¢ wykazu bibliografii, z ktore) korzystali
autorzy ksiazki, a wiec: Ksiazki: A/O Zydach zaglebiowskich
1 okolicy - 54 pozycje;

B/Dzieta ogolne - 11 ksiazek. Wydawnictwa okresowe: - 33
pozycje. Prasa: 32 pozycje. Rézne: - dokumenty, mapy,
kalendarze, materialy z okresowych wystaw itp.

Autorzy zamiescili rowniez wykaz ksiazek o tematyce
zydowskiej w zbiorach bibliotecznych Zagtebia, wedlug
poszczegolnych miast.

Na wstepie Redakcja dziekuje sponsorom tej ksiazki, a na
koncu podaje doktadny wykaz, wsréd nich: Prezes Fundacyi
"Jona" Os$rodek Kultury Bedzin, Urzad Miasta Sosnowca;
Kancelaria Prezydenta Polski; Zwiazek Zydow Zaglebia w
[zraelu, oraz kilka innych instytucj1 w Zaglebiu.
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Unveiling ceremony at Ghetto Heroes Square in Bendin
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The cornerstone ceremony at the "Ghetto Heroes Square (right) Mr. L.

Jarzgbski, governor of Silesia; Mr. D. Peleg, Israel Ambassador to Poland,

Mr. R. Baran, mayor of Bendin, Mr. A. Green, and Mrs. T. Herzberg.

Spotkanie z Ambasadorem Rzeczp. Polskiej

14 marca br. Zwiazek Zydow Zaglebia goscit w swoim lokalu
w Tel-Avivie Exc. Jana Wojciecha Piekarskiego, Ambasadora
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej w Panstwie Izrael. Ambasador
przybyt w towarzystwie pierwszego sekretarza ambasady, dra
Krzysztofa Bojko.

Przewodniczacy Zwiazku, p.Abraham Green zapoznat gosci z
celami Zwiazku Zydéw Zaglebia, oraz z dokonaniami wokot
wprowadzenia zamiaréw w zycie, przy postugiwaniu sie
roznymi formami pracy, w zaleznoéci od probleméow. Wazna
czgscig pracy Zwiazku - oprécz dziatalnosci w kraju - sa,
zapoczatkowane blisko 20 lat temu kontakty z Zaglebiem
Dabrowskim w Polsce, z wiadzami miast, ze szkotami,
stowarzyszeniami 1 innymi placowkami
kulturalno-wychowawczymi. W ramach tych kontaktow
mieszcza si¢ zardwno wizyty zapraszanych przez Zwiazek
przedstawicieli wladz miejskich, dziataczy stowarzyszen,
miodziezyszkotzZaglebia, doroczne wyj azdy grupZaglebianz
Izraela do Zaglebia w Polsce, upamigtnienie w Polsce, w
roznych miejscowosciach w Zaglebiu, istnienia i dokonan
zydowskich obywateli w okresie przed 11 wojna $wiatows -
poprzez tabliczki na budynkach, pomnikowe obeliski, nazwy
placow w Sosnowcu i Bedzinie imieniem miejscowych
zydowskich bojownikow ruchu oporu antynazistowskiego,
restauracje i ochrone szesciu zydowskich ocalatych cmentarzy
I siodmego, w toku uporzadkowania, przy wspolpracy
miejscowych wadz . Nie mniej wazne jest Wwzajemne poznanie
si¢ 1 zacie$niajace si¢ w przyjaznej atmosferze kontakty.
Ambasador Jan Wojciech Piekarski, dzigkujac za zaproszenie
stwierdzil, ze przybywszy na swe stanowisko do Izraela nie
spodziewat si¢ zastac tutaj tyle serdecznosci ze strony Zydow,
ktorzy Polske opuscili. Spodziewat sig raczej niecheci po
ponad 20 latach zerwania przez Polske stosunkéw
dyplomatycznych z Izraelem. Wspomnial, ze pod koniec lat
osiemdziesiatychub. wiekugdy aktualizowatysiewysitkiwokot
utworzenia w Izraelu polskiej Ambasady, pracowatl w Mi-
nisterstwie Spraw Zagranicznych i na pewnym etapie tym sie
zajmowal, "z wielka nadzieja - jak zaznaczyt - ze rozwing sie
dobre stosunki miedzy Izraelem i Zydami a Polska." Wskazat
rOwniez na znaczenie pracy poza oficjalnej w tym kierunku,
szczegolnie na wazno$¢ inicjatyw podejmowanych przez
spoteczne ugrupowania, jak zwiazki ziomkowskie, czego
przyktadem jest Zwiazek Zydéw Zaglebia.

Ambasador moéowil, ze od czasu gdy byl w Izraelu z
owczesnym polskim prezydentem Lechem Walesa, stosunki
migdzy obu krajami z roku na rok si¢ poprawiaty.

Przechodzac do spraw w samej Polsce zwrécit uwage, ze
"mozemy mowi¢ o odradzaniu kultury zydowskiej w Polsce.

Wiasnie spoteczenstwo polskie tym si¢ nteresuje." Jako

przyktady Exc. podat doroczne wielkie imprezy w Krakowie
czy spotkania czterech kultur w Lodzi.

"Polacy coraz lepiej rozumieja, - powiedziat - czym dla Zydow
byt Holocaust. Bytem w O$wiecimiu w czasie niedawnych
uroczystosci w sze$édziesigciolecie wyzwolenia obozu
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Informacje z przebiegu tej uroczystosci
przekazano na catq Polske i na caly $wiat.

Ludzie sa obowigzani odda¢ hotd ofiarom i robié wszystko,
zeby sig to nie powtdrzyto."

Ambasador JW Piekarski bedzie réwniez uczestniczy¢ w dniu
10 maja br w Marszu Zywych w Oswiecimiu, z udzialem
rowniez mlodziezy z Izraela, z Polski i z innych krajow. Z
inicjatywy wladz o$wiatowych wyszla propozycja, zeby w
Marszu Zywych uczestniczyli réwniez nauczyciele szkot.
"Jako ambasador Polski - powiedziat - chciatbym, zeby Polske
upatrywac¢ nie tylko jako miejsce Holocaustu, ale takze
spotykac si¢ z polska miodzieza, pokazywac, Jak wielka byla
kultura 1 wkiad Zydow w rozw0) Polski. Mamy coraz lepsze
wyniki wspétpracy, np. w dziedzinie handlu, chciatbym, zeby
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drugie pokolenie dowiadywato sie wigcej o dziedzinie kultury."

W drugiej czescispotkania, po wyswietleniu filmu z ostatniego
pobytu Zaglebian z Izraela w Zaglebiu i uroczystosci
odsfonigcia Placu imienia Bohaterow Getta w Bedzinie
nastapifa dyskusja: Tusia Herzberg ustosunkowala sig do
niektorych probleméw zwiazanych z pobytem 1 dziatalno¢cia
miodziezy z zydowskiego ruchu oporu w Zagtebiu, kiora
znalazla si¢ w czasie wojny na Wegrzech, a Naftali Feder
poruszyl sprawe antysemityzmu Polsce, wskazujac na "lata
gorne 1 na lata chmurne" w stosunkach polsko
polsko-zydowskich. "Antysemityzm ma glebokie korzenie i
okazuje sig, ze moze istniec¢ i bez Zydow. Polacy cierpig na
kompleks zydowski, a my mamy kompleks polski, polegajacy
na checi utrzymania zwiazkéw z Polska, " Wizyte Ambasadora
w Zwiazku uwaza za wyraz wzajemnych stosunkéw na nowej
plaszczyznie.

Rina Kohen zapoznata szanownych gosci z zadaniami i ak-

tywna praca drugiego pokolenia w Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia.

Spotkanie Ambasadora RP w Izraelu z cztonkami Zwiazku
Zydéw Zaglebia bylo obustronnie pozyteczne.
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7. ZAGLEBIOWSKIEJ PRASY

Adamowi Szydlowskiemu
serdecznie gratulujemy

Jak donosi gazeta Dziennik Zachodni z 8 marca br: "Podczas
ostatniej sesji, uchwala rady miejskiej przyznano nagrody
miasta Bedzina w dziedzinie tworczoscei artystycznej, oraz
upowszechnienia 1 ochrony kultury.

...Adama Szydlowskiego, prezesa Zaglebiowskiej Fundacji
Jona wyrdzniono za upowszechnienie kultury zydowskiej."

II Dni Kultury Zydowskiei w Bedzinie

Juz po raz drugi Urzad Miejski w Bedzinie wraz z Fundacija
"Jona" Zaglebiowskie Centrum Kultury Zydowskiej,
zorganizowali spotkanie z tradycja, kultura muzyka, oraz
filmem zydowskim w ramach Dni Kultury Zydowskie;.
Honorowy patronat objeli: Ambasada Panstwa Izrael, oraz
prezydent miasta Bedzina. Duzym wydarzeniem drugiej
czesci Dni Kultury Zydowskiej bylo uroczyste nadanie imienia
Placu Bohaterow Getta Bedzinskiego na terenie bylego getta
w dzielnicy Warpie, potaczone z wizyta ambasadora Panstwa
Izrael, Dawida Pelega.

4 pazdziernika br. u stop bedzinskiego zamku pojawila sie
delegacja z Izraela na czele z przewodniczacym Zwigzku
Zyddéw ZaglebiaAbrahamem Greenem. Na miejscu
zburzonej synagogi delegacjaztozytakwiaty1odmowita krotka
modlitwe. Pozniej nastgpito spotkanie ambasadora Izraela z
grupg bytych zagtebiakow, ich rodzinami, oraz mieszkancami
Bedzina. Podczas spotkania prezydent miastaRadostaw
Baran wreczyl list intencyjny o podjeciu wspotpracy
gospodarczo-kulturalnej z miastem partnerskim w Izraelu.
Wszyscy goscie 1 zgomadzeni na sali obejrzeli film "Getto w
Bedzinie" 1 "Deportacje”. O dawnym Bedzinie 1 zyciu w nim
wspominali Tusia Herzberg absolwentka szkoly
Furstenberga (obecnie Wyspianski), Abraham Green-
mieszkaniec przedwojennej Czeladzi, orazZew Londner,
byly mieszkaniec Bedzina.

Po konferencj1 prasowej rozpoczely sig gtdwne uroczystosci
na terenie bytego getta.

Podczas uroczystosci rozlegaly sie dzwigki tradycyjne] muzyki
zydowskiej, ktorej towarzyszyly wiersze Stanistawa
Wygodzkiego.

Z udziatem wojewody slaskiego Lechostawa Jarzebskiego,
oraz prezydenta Radostawa Barana zostata odstonietatablica z
nazwag placu - Plac Bohateréw Getta Bedzinskiego. Zaraz po
odstonieciu nastapito wmurowanie aktu erekcyjnego, ktorego
tre§¢ brzmi: 4' pazdziernika Anno Domini 2004, gdy
prezydentem miasta Bedzina byl Radosiaw Baran, wmu-
rowania Aktu Erekcyjnego dokonali; ambasador
Panstwa Izrael David Peleg, wojewoda $laski Lechoslaw
Jarzebski, prezydent miasta Bedzina Radostaw Baran,
przewodniczacy Swiatowego Zwigzku Zydow Zaglebia
Abraham Green.

Honorujemy bedzinskich Zydéw,ich tragiczny los,
cierpienie i meczenska Smier¢ w obozach zaglady.
Miejsce to dla przyszlych pokolen bedzie smutng ale
prawdziwa lekcja historii totalitaryzmu i holocaustu, oraz
ostrzezeniem, by juz nigdy nie doszlo do podobnych
tragedii."

Bedzin, 4 pazdziernika AD 2004"
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Hanka & Menachem Lior (Liwer) at the cornerstone ceremony at Ghetto
Heroes Squear in Bendin
Akt erekcyjny podpisali wymienieni wyzej, oraz tworcy
projektu 1 budowniczowie pomnika.
Po ceremonii goscie udali si¢ pod bunkier Frumki Ptotnickie;j i
jej towarzyszy walki, nastgpnie na ulice Potockiego, by
uczestniczy¢ w otwarciu odkrytej po 60 latach synagogi
"Mizrachi". Symbolicznego zawieszenia mezuzy dokonat
ambasador David Peleg. Pobyt w Bedzinie ambasador Izra-
ela 1 goscie z Izraela, Kanady 1 Szwecji zakonczyli przy
cmentarzu na Goérze Zamkowej, wczes$niej dokonujac od-
stonigcia tabliczki pamiatkowe; upamietniajace) J. Prawera,
wybitnego historyka, znawcy okresu $redniowiecza, ktéry byt
absolwentem Gimnazjum Furstenbergow.
Na zakonczenie Dni Kultury Zydowskiej, w Miejskiej 1 Po-
wiatowe] Bibliotece Publiczne; w Bedzinie, odbyta sie przy
pelnej sali promocja ksiazki pod redakcja B. Ciepieli "Zydzi
w Zaglebiu Dabrowskim 1 okolicy". W spotkaniu uczestniczyli
goscie z lzraela:Ariel Yahalomi Menachem i Hania
Liwer, oraz Abraham Green z malzonka.
Rozmoéw 1 wspomnien przeplatanych tzami nie bylo konca.
Historia, ktora zostata przelana na papier, cho¢ przez kilka-
dziesiat minut zatoczyla koto, a jej bohaterowie zeszli ze
stronic. Oficjalne pozegnanie gosci - bylych mieszkancow
naszego miasta, petne cieptych stow i podziekowan odbylo sie
w czwartek na rynku stawkowskim w obecnosci burmistrza
Bronistawa Goraja, tuz przed wyjazdem catej grupy do
Warszawy. (Aktualnosci Bedzinskie nr 142/04 listopad
2004)

Brama juz gotowa

Bedzin. Spacerowicze, ktorzy zawedruja w strone starego
cmentarza zydowskiego na Gorze Zamkowej zauwaza zmiany.
Od strony ulicy Podzamcze wybudowano niedawno ozdobna
brame.

- Projekt zmian cmentarza powstat juz w 1989 roku, jego
autorem jest Romuald Malina. Dopiero niedawno mogt zostaé
przeprowadzony - mowi Adam Szydtowski, przewodniczacy
Fundacji "Jona" Zaglebiowskiego Centrum Kultury
Zydowskiej.

30 tysigcy zt na zbudowanie bramy i1 ogrodzenia gmina
otrzymata od wojewody. Zbudowany zostanie tez murek.

- Nie ukrywam, ze liczymy na pomoc i wsparcie organizacji
samorzadowych w dokonczeniu tego zamystu - podkresla
Adam Szydtowski. (Dziennik Zachodni, 31.12.2004)



It is Our Duty
By Jeffrey Cymbler

Every year there are Holocaust remembrances throughout the area - which
many of us attend. We also watch Hollywood movies with titles of
“Schindler's List” and “The Pianist” from which many of us “learn” about the
Holocaust.

Although the unbearable catastrophe of the events of the Holocaust must
never be forgotten, for us - the second generation whose parents and
grandparents hail from Zaglembie — we have a special challenge, a special
duty — and that is to commemorate, to remember, to honor and to never let
the world forget the sufferings that our parents and grandparents endured
and the murders of tens of thousands of our family members from
Zaglembie. That is why we stand here today at this memorial for the
destroyed communities of Zaglembie.

But it is not enough for us to simply say Kaddish and remember our relatives
who perished in the Holocaust. It is not enough to simply recall that there
once was a vibrant Jewish community of 100,000 Jews in Zaglembie. It is
our duty to document and to preserve for posterity the rich centuries old
history and tragic destruction of Zaglembian Jewry, so that the world does
not forget the Jewish life that once existed in Zaglembie and the brutal
destruction of Zaglembian Jewry.

All of us have heard of the Warsaw Ghetto, but have we heard of the
Kamionka ghetto in Bedzin and the Srodula ghetto in Sosnowiec? All of us
have heard of Oscar Schindler and Schindler's “Shop”, but have we heard of
Alfred Rossner and Rossner's “shops” in Bedzin and Sosnowiec? All of us
have heard of Mordecai Anielewicz and the heroic Warsaw Ghetto Uprising,
but have we heard of Hershel Szpinger and Frumka Plotnicka and the
Kamionka and Srodula ghettos uprisings? All of us have heard of the mass
burnings of synagogues in Germany during kristalnacht in November 1938,
but have we heard of the burnings of the great synagogues in Bedzin and
Sosnowiec in September 19397

Only last week | happened to be speaking with a third generation Zaglembie
member who relayed to me that he wished his grandparents would tell him
more about what happened to them during the Holocaust. -

We certainly do not have the time now to recount all of what did occur during
those tragic years, but | do wish to take use this time to give a brief historical
outline for the second and third generations of certain events that took place
in Zaglembie during the Holocaust period.

Within days of the outbreak of Second World War, the German army entered
Bedzin and Sosnowiec and encountered the 50,000 Jews in these two cities.
On Friday night September 9, 1939 - 65 years ago this month — the
Germans packed the great synagogue in Bedzin with approximately 100
Jewish men inside and set it ablaze. The Germans surrounded the
Synagogue and if anyone tried to escape through the windows they were
shot to death. The fire consumed the synagogue — 60 Jews were burned
alive. Several Jews did survive by jumping out of the back of the synagogue
and running up the hill onto the adjacent grounds of the Catholic Church.
The local priest, Father Mieczyslaw Zawadzkiego (Zavadjkiego), saw what
was happening and he opened the gate surrounding the church and let the
escaping Jews find refuge on the church grounds.

That same day the great synagogue in Sosnowiec was also burned.

In October 1939, the entire area of Zagelmbie was annexed by the Third
Reich and became part of Ostoberschieisen (East Upper Silesia). Bedzin
was renamed Bendsburg and Zawierice was renamed Warthenau. Moniek
Merin, who became a very controversial figure, was appointed the head of
the Zaglembie Judenraat — the Jewish Council.

By the spring of 1942 the Jews of Zaglembie were considered to be
‘productive Jews.” Most of the men and women worked in big slave labor
“shops” to fuel the German war effort. In Bedzin and Sosnowiec Alfred
Rossner's “shops” which produced uniforms and boots for the Wermacht
employed 10,000 Jews at its height. Each Rossner worker held a special
blue work pass that entitled the holder to protect two members of his or her
family.

Alfred Rossner, a German industrialist, like Oscar Schindler, consistently
protected his Jewish laborers. When in the spring of 1942 the first mass

Things that were said at a memorial service for Zaglembie Martyrs, before Yom Kippur 2004, in New Jersey
USA, by an active member of the second generation

deportations were scheduled by the Germans, Rossner drove his one horse
buggy into Bedzin and screamed into the streets urging the Jews not to
voluntarily report for deportation. Later, he sent his German staff to free
Jews at the last moment from the deportation trains. Rossner was hanged
in January 1944 for helping the Jews of Zaglembie. In 1995 Yad Vasehm
recognized Rossner as one of the Righteous Among Nations.

In April 1942 the first mass deportations to Auschwitz began. Most of those
who were deported were the elderly, the infirm and the young - those
unsuitable for work.

In May 1942, after the future Warsaw Ghetto Uprising leader, Mordecai
Anielewicz, met clandestinely with youth movement leaders in Bedzin, and
organized an underground movement.

In June 1942, some 2,000 Jews from Sosnowiec and several thousand from
Bedzin were on their way to Auschwitz as a result of a “selection.” On
August 12 of the same year, 60,000 Zaglembie Jews were “processed”
according to the known Nazi standard of fitness for work. Approximately
8,000 of the victims from Sosnowiec and Bedzin were loaded in boxcars for
the Auschwitz gas chambers. Resisting rebels were shot on the spot.

In the spring of 1943 all of the remaining Jews in Bedzin were forced into a
ghetto in the area known as Kamionka. At the same time all of the
remaining Jews in Sosnowiec were forced into a ghetto in the area known as
Srodula.

By this time, in Sosnowiec, Zionist youth of Hahomer Hazair, the Hanoar
Hazioni and Gordonia had each its underground organization. At the head
of the Hashomer group stood Zvi Dunski. In Bedzin the leaders of the youth
underground movement were Hershel Springer, Shimon Lerner, Israel
Kozuch, Frumka Plotnicka and Zvi Brandes.

The members of the Jewish defense organizations fought the Jewish police
as well as the Nazis with posters, leaflets and personal appearances at
meetings. They agitated against the policy of gaining the privilege of life
through work for the Nazis, and called for continuing sabotage in the
factories and shops. An example of their daring was the stuffing of army
boots with handbills appealing fo the soldiers not to fight a “lost war’ for
Hitler.

On August 1, 1943, the Germans assembled a strong SS and police force
and began the final liquidation of the Kamionka and Srodula Ghettos. Their
plans called for a four-day timeframe for the liquidatation of the ghettos. Due
to fierce resistance it last sixteen days. It was a bloody massacre, but it was
not holiday for the Germans, either. The Jews defended themselves with all
they possessed. Among the leaders of the combat team, Shlomo Lerner
found himself in a bunker outside the ghetto near a farm with a group of his
Gordonia associates. His whereabouts were betrayed by a Polish
underground liaison. Lerner and his group died fighting on July 30, 1943.
Baruch Gaftek, the commander of the Bedzin Combat Organization,
defended his bunker and shot two SS men before his bullet-riddled body fell
to the ground on August 3, 1943. On the same day Frumka Plotnicka fell
defending the bunker in which she and her associates were assembled. Zvi
Brandes was killed on August 7 and Hershel Springer fell on August 10,
1943. Meanwhile, deportations proceeded unabated. About 20,000 Jews
went to Auschwitz to burn.

Next month, our brothers and sisters, representatives of the World
Zaglembie Organization in Israel, will be traveling to Bedzin to take part in an
official ceremony in the area of the former Kamionka ghetto in Bedzin. The
city of Bedzin will rename a square as “Ghetto Heroes Square” in memory of
the Jewish ghetto fighters. Several years ago the city of Sosnowiec erected
a large monument in the area of Srodula to commemorate the ghetto.

We must never forget the Shoah, we must never forget our grandparents,
and aunts, uncles and cousins who were murdered “Al Kiddush Hashem.”
We must never forget the terrible catastrophe that befell 100,000 Jews in the
cities, towns and villages of Zaglembie. | urge you all to work on the
documentation and preservation of the history of the Jews of Zaglembie.

The Hanukkah Ball Through the Eyes of Third Generation Zaglembian
By: Yeara Holzman [Granddaughter of Hadasa Kantor (Wolfowitz)]

| remember how, when my grandmother would ask me to join her in the
traditional Hanukkah party, | would wrinkle my nose in wonderment and ask
what could | have in common with all those people, with a generation gap
separating us.

Several years have past and | have become a mother myself. | don't know if
that was the fact that brought me closer to the Zaglembian family, or
perhaps it was a result of growing closer to my Jewish heritage. In any case,
| began joining in various events with great enthusiasm.

And so, | would like to invite all of you, third generation Zaglembians like me,
who may still be hesitating to join in the activities, to come and take part in
the broad range of events.

Fifth night of Hanukkah; excited cheers accompany entry to the hall.
Grandmothers are once again seven and eight year olds with shining eyes
and braids tied in a bow. They run with childish abandon, shrug off the
burden of their years, and energetically kiss, hug and talk to their
acquaintances, as their mother tongue — Polish — rolis off their tongues.

"Please meet my daughters; this is my son-in-law and here are my
grandchildren," they introduce each other to their families with unashamed
pride, these blessed family trees that bore wondrous fruit. Every moment,
every second of the evening, symbolize a living breathing victory over the
terrors of history. :

The organizers were extremely wise in selecting this holiday to symbolize
the victory of light over darkness, of hope over despair. Standing there,
tables upon tables, and family upon family, we all felt united around the
Jewish spark inside us that grew stronger and stronger. After the candle
lighting ceremony and traditional Hanukkah songs, we heard some opening
remarks presented with great charm. From that moment onward, we all
concentrated on the splendid menu accompanied by music and dancing.
These efforts, driven by the unrelenting power of our grandfathers and
grandmothers — may they live to 120 — calls to members of the next
generations to join in the ranks and continue the activities and events.
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Reunited in Bergen-Belsen

1

¢ was born in Sosnowiec. My parents, Herschel and Estera
Rozmaryn, had eight children.

In the middle of 1944, we were deported to a concentration camp,
“Griinberg”, joining 1,000 girls. We worked there 12 hours a day on
two slices of bread and leafy, watery soup, six days a week.

In January 1945, with Germany loosing the war, an order was issued
to close the place, and all the inmates to be put on the march. The
snow outside was 10 inches high.

We started our death march. Some girls didn’'t have coats or shoes.
They wrapped their feet with rags or had wooden shoes. Some of the
girls fell dead in the snow or were shot on the spot after just one hour
of walking. We walked for 10 hours through the forest, avoiding
public streets. The girls started to fall like flies; their dead corps were
around us, covered with blood.

After three days we arrived in the German city of Kristianstadt. A few
miles before the city, my sister, Judy, escaped. | was left with my
best friend from home, Hunusia. We ate snow and received, after
walking 15-20 miles a day, two frozen potatoes.

Facing the death of hundreds of our marching girls, my friend and |
decided to run away from Kristianstadt at night, through a barbed

By : Bella (Basia) Rozmaryn Rubin

wire fence. We stayed for two days in the forest. We survived until
the liberation working for a German family as Gentile workers on a
farm.

The Russian army liberated us, and | found my sister, Judy, in
Poznan. Returning to my hometown, Sosnowiec, | met some
survivors, but no one of my family. After a couple of months, my
father found us in Sosnowiec. Through the Red Cross, we found out
that my mother and sister were alive, liberated in Bergen-Belsen,
and my brother was wounded and in a hospital. We were all reunited
in Bergen-Belsen.

After all the suffering and tragedies, my parents still possessed a
deep belief in God. As a unique couple, who survived they devoted
their lives to helping people.

| married Norman Rubin, and we raised four beautiful children with
Torah and values for humanity.

May the cries of the innocent murdered Jewish people and babies
killed by the Germans sound in the ears of mankind around the world
that 6,000,000 Jewish souls were killed only because they were born
Jews.

I Shall Never Forget ...
By Abraham Stone (Blumenstein)

| was born in Poland, in Niemce, near Sosnowiec. | lived happily with
my family, which consisted of my father, mother, an older sister and
younger brother. ;

When Poland was invaded on September 1, 1939, my family and 3
million other Jews were trapped! I'll never forget the fear | felt when |
first saw the green uniforms, the helmets, the boots.

In March of 1944, | was shipped to Blechamer. We worked in a
synthetic factory and came into contact with prisoners of other
nationalities. By June of that year, the US Air Force started bombing
the factory. Hundreds of us died, as we were not allowed to use the
shelters. Once, we tried in vain to enter one, only to be chased out
by the Germans. Ironically, a direct hit on one of that same shelter
killed about 150 Germans!

On January 12, 1945, 5,000 inmates were ordered out of the camp,
on the infamous “Death March”. We walked in the bitter cold and
snow, guarded by the Germans and their dogs. For 12 days only
1,500 of us reached Gross-Rosen, our destination. The rest had
either died of hunger, cols or exhaustion. But most of them had been
shot in cold blood by the Germans. These nightmarish scenes are
still alive with me and they haunt me. Gross-Rosen there is no words
to describe the living conditions, the atrocities, killings, and deaths.
We are now on the way to Buchenwald in cattle cars, traveling for 3
nights and 2 days in the cold. Our transport was bombed by the US
air force. Over 5 hundreds Jews died! In Buchenwald we are being
quarantined. On March 1%, we are loaded in open cattle cars again
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and shipped to Langenstein. It will be my last camp. It was a death
camp. All you saw was Hell and more Hell. By that time we knew that
the Allies were nearing our camp. If only we could be spared from
being murdered. | tried desperately to stay alive. | am a walking
skeleton. | could barely move by now and my body is covered with
sores. On April 11, 1945, | avoided the last transport by hiding under
a barrack. As the American forces were approaching, the Germans
were in a rush to get all the Jews out of the camp, as to prevent us
from being librated. Indeed most of them removed were shot to
death afterwards by the Germans.

On April 11, 1945, about noon, we saw our first Americans. We were
free! I'll never forget the scene; they were sitting on their tanks, faces
blackened by dust, starring at us in disbelief. We all cried. And so
freedom had come but alas, to so few of us! Many still died after
liberation, too weak and too sick to be helped.

I was 23 and half years old and had spent the best years of my youth
in German camps as a slave! My parents, sister and many other
members of my family had been killed in Auschwitz. My brother
survived.

My thoughts still go to my dear parents whose lives were cut so
short. And to my lovely sister who never had a chance at life. In
1978, my wife and | went to Poland to visit Auschwitz. While | was
there, | looked at the chimneys of “Crematorium No.1" and thought of
the feelings of those entering the death chambers. This visit was
necessary for me. | had found the place to say Kaddish for my loved
ones. But it did little to ease the pain and this, unfortunately, will stay
with me forever.

Zaglembier Society
of Toronto

Front Row (left to right): Peter Ferens, Simon Slivka, Kalman Pilc.

Back Row (left to right): Larry Iskov, Dr. David Bleeman, Allan Pipersberg

Absent: Mrs. Phyllis Studniberg



Sixty years ago

By: Jenny Eisenstein Oxenhandler

Sixty years ago our future uncertain exposed to extreme danger
owning nothing and belonging to no one. Secondary by the world
and forgotten by humanity. The world burning around us, each
moment a fight to survive.

Now sixty years later in the twilight of our lives the Zagelembian
vacationing in Florida and some of our Zaglembian and friends that
have made Florida their permanent home, decided to renew as of old
our emotional challenge.

In a time when sixty years after liberation the world is immortalizing
the great tragedy of the 20" century, millions of innocent people
were brutally murdered. Decision was made we volunteered to join
the world and meet this fantastic opportunity of memorializing and
remembering the tragedy of our lives, and celebrating life by
organizing a gala celebration with an objective to reunite and
embrace and celebrate together and never forgotten our loved ones.
They are engraved in our harts forever.

Special efforts to accomplish and organize this event and meet the
challenge were made by a group of wonderful individuals who

worked tirelessly for weeks.

Special thanks to: Sam Yasny, Regina Eisenstein, Arnold
Gleitman, Blooma Schychter, Helen Hecht and Ann horn.

With additional help from: Marysia Borden, Rosa Kopolowitz
Baiglman, Jack Baigelman and Karol and Jadjia Szychter.

Also special thanks to: Rosa Koplowitch Baiglman for her beautiful
greetings all the Zaglembians and the gusts. Regina Eisenstein for
moving invocation. Arnold Gleitman for being our master
ceremonies. Sam Yasny with assistance of Jerry and Allan Fox for
the blessing over the Challe.

The party was a great success for the event proved over and over
the need for togetherness.

The happy expression of the people’s faces was a sight to behold. A
lot of guests connected for the first time since many years and
renewed old friendships, made new ones; promise to meet again and
to continue to hang onto the golden chein of Yiddishkeit.

All the profits from this wonderful gathering we are giving it to I.D.F.
and disable veterans and the Zaglembie Yad Hazikaron in Modiin.

Zaglembie world Organization thanks our friends in Florida for their %
generous donation to Yad Hazikaron. We wish you years of Naches
and happiness in good health.
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The Only Female of Kromolov

By Bronia Landau Bratt

I left my shtetl Kromlow at the age of 16 and parted from my parents,
my four sisters and my six years old brother and was sent to Sagan
labor camp on February 1942. My three older brothers were already
shipped off to labor camps in Germany.

At the autumn of 1942 | was sent to Griinberg labor camp.

At the end of January 1945 an order to evacuate Grunberg camp has
arrived. None of us knew what was in store for us. It is very hard to
describe walking in the forest and snow of January-February. |
remember that after the first 8 km. the German guards shot a girl
named Emily Klaksbald because she collapsed and couldn't go any
further. Even tough | supported and assisted her it was to no avail —
they executed her, something which made a terrible impression on
us. From that point on every day took its toll of women who could not
endure the onerous march. It is noteworthy that we all looked half
dead and marched along side roads so that the German people
could not see us. Our Guard’s commander was a very cruel man
who would beat us with no reason whatsoever. At one point during
the march the cruel commander beat me with a huge rod. | sustained
a strong blow to the head and begin to hemorrhage. | felt intense
pain, but there was nothing | could do.

We continued to march until, 6 weeks later, we reached a camp
named Helmbrechts in Bavaria.

When we arrived at the camp everything was taken from us, and we
were striped of all our belongings. We were kept there, virtually, for
eventual extermination.

Helmbrechts was a living Hell.

At the beginning of that wintry March when we first got to that
loathsome camp Helmbrechts, we still looked like human beings. By
mid April when we were sent to resume our Death March we were
not walking anymore, we were crawling. We were constantly being
beaten. And the guards would incessantly shout at us and push us.
On the verge of collapse, we reached the Sudetenland in
Czechoslowkia.

We continued to march, looking all like crazed women. Qur condition
at that time was beyond words. | made up my mind to run away from
the group while | was still alive. This was my private war, my way of
survival, | thought. It was April 1945 (1 cannot recall the exact day), at
9 p.m., and drizzling outside. We were in a little town named

Wilkenau. That day, we slept in a barn at some farm. Fortunately,
there were Ukrainian prisoners that were watching by the S.S. We,
the Jewish girls were temporarily huddled in another place in the
same yard. Not far from us was a huge heap of white beet, and we
were so hungry that the temptation of approaching this heap was
very great. Some of the girls succeeded, and returned with their
plunder without getting caught. | decided then to risk and to steal
from that heap too, praying that | would not get caught. When |
approached the heap, | saw that the Ukrainian prisoners were
marching in organized groups of four under guard towards the gate
of the farm, and were very close to me. | have no idea how this

happened: some inner drive urged me to get in between the lines of
the prisoners and from that moment on, | did not think of the beets
nor did | know what | was doing. A great miracle happened. The
guards did not notice me and | managed to get to the outside gate,
which leads to the street. | was very confused. but instead of going
on with them into the street, | stopped and asked the people who
stood near the gate for some bread, because | was starving.
Naturally, they carried on with what they were doing, and some
shouted at me to return to the group of Jews. | pretended not to
understand what they wanted from me. | was no longer afraid of
anything or anymore. | left the peasants and continued into the
street.

It was the beginning of May 1945, and there was a great hubbub in
the streets. Something strange had happened. The townspeople
were frightened, people ran out of their home, but | still did not
understand what was going on. | sensed that the Allied Forces were
approaching. | felt joy and happiness inside.

On May 8, 1945, every house in the town was decorated with white
flags, celebrating the surrender of the German Army to the US
troops, which had entered all cities in Germany that day.

World War Il ended. European Jewry — 6 million people — had been
annihilated, and | had undergone a change in life.

Out of my big family only me and two of my brothers survived.
After the war | learned that | was the only female survivor of my
hometown Kromolov.
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Dear Fellow Zaglembians,

The European nations and other world countries will soon
commemorate sixty years to the surrender of Nazi Germany and the
end of World War Il.

| personally remember that time, sixty years ago. | was liberated in
April, at the end of a death march between Weimar and Dresden. |
returned to my home in Zaglembie only to find that no member of my
family survived. Then a young boy, | was sent to a Jewish orphanage
in Byelsko, where | stayed at the end of the war., May 8" 1945.

We, the children of the orphanages, who survived "one survivor to a
family, two survivors to a city," did not participate in the celebrations
of the end of the war. We had no reason to celebrate. We were alive
but we were alone, just like the song we used to sing in the ghetto,
"An a heim an a dach" (without any home, without any roof)

Today our situation is different. Most of the holocaust survivors left
Poland and Germany and immigrated to other lands. Many
immigrated to Israel as illegal immigrants. They took part in the wars
and became part of the young State of Israel, contributing to its
development and prosperity.

Sixty years have passed since then. We have established families of
our own and were blessed with offspring: second, third and fourth
generations. Today, it is time to celebrate: We will celebrate the
liberation without forgetting the past.

Therefore, we have decided to hold two events.
The first is scheduled to be held at May 5™ in Modiin at Yom Hashoa
— 2 memorial service.

The second event, will take place on May 8" - a Liberation Gala in
Tel —Aviv to be atiended by members of the first, second and third
generation. Our members of the second generation are those who
carried the burden of planning and organization of this evening,

We invite Zaglembians of all generations, from Israel and overseas,
to come and participate in these important events. It will also be a
wonderful opportunity to meet Zaglembians of all generations from
around the world.

Fedkdedkdek ke

As we promised in the previous newsletter, a delegation of
Zaglembians participated in a cornerstone ceremony of the "Ghetto
Heroes Square" in the area of the former Kamyonka ghetto in
Bendin, last October. The Israel Ambassador to Poland, the
Governor of Shlezia, mayors and public persona, attended the
impressive event. The square, to be known as Plac Bohaterow Getta
was inaugurated and a cornerstone placed for the memorial to be
placed in the square. The event also attracted extensive media
coverage in the local and regional press and television.

We plan to organize a delegation this summer to participate in the
memorial unveiling ceremony, and to visit the oldest cemetery in the
area, the Podzamacze cemetery in Bendin, after completion of
comprehensive renovation works.

ek dedede ek de e

Members of the third generation are currently organizing activities.
We welcome their initiative and promise the organization's support
and assistance. We hope that they continue the beautiful heritage of
the Zaglembian Jewry.
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Wishing you all A Happy and Kosher Passover!

Abraham Green — Chairman of Zaglembie world organization

From Destruction to Liberation

Zaglembie World Organization is proud to welcome you to our International Gathering

May 2005 -Zaglembie World Gathering Marking 60 Years
since the End of WWII and the Victory over Nazi Germany

From Destruction to Rebirth
Remembering the Past! Celebrating Liberation!

L’m o o

The Zaglembie World Organization is honored to invite you to
Yom Hashoa Memorial Service - Yizkor for Zaglembie Martyrs
The ceremony will take place on  May 5th 2005 4 p.m at “Yad Hazikaron” in Modiin

Moti

For details and regestration ,please call:
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Zaglembians of all generation are invited to a festive event

May 8" 2005 - Gala evening and Banquet
The Celebration will take place at RECITAL HALLS in Tel Aviv
at 7 p.m. With star-studded performances Dinner Music and Dancing
Giladi & Dorin Giladi in a Special Performance for Zaglembians “60 years since the end of WWIT”

Bring your entire family - Meet old friend make new ones

Ariel Yahalomi, Tel;03- 6358137; 054-4965594
or Zvi Landau, Tel: 03-5067337; 054 - 4490237  or Ayala Avidov, Tel: 052 - 4575245 E-mail: ayala@av1dov com
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worldwide zaglembians Shalom,

Due to the wide range of our activities we are in need for financial
help.
Although the Israeli members do pay their annual membership fees,
the gap in our budget is a heavy burden on our organization.
Listing some of the activities:
Issuing the Zaglembie Newsletter twice a year
Maintaining the memorial site in Modi'in
Holding the Holocaust day memorial ceremony
Maintaining the Zaglembie Organization Center and
archive in Tel-Aviv
Conducting activities for the second generation

o Organization the third generation to ensure that our

heritage will live on.

Therefore, we would like you to support us by a yearly donation.
Please forward the transfer of money to our bank: bank Leumi of
Israel, Branch No. 861, Account No. 33938/34
Or send a check to our center: Zaglembie World Organization, 23
Frishman St. Tel-Aviv 63561, Israel

O 0O 0 O©
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Heritage Tour to Poland - August 2005
A heritage tour to Poland is planned for the summer of 2005 to
include 4 days in Zaglembie region. While in the region, we will
attend the inauguration of the monument at the Ghetto Heroes
Square in Bendin. We plan to visit various Jewish sites such as
cemeteries, which have been restored. We will visit various
commemoration sites where we will hold memorial ceremonies to
mark 60 years to the end of WWIL.
Those interested should contact: The organization's Hall
Wednesday evening Tel. 972 — 3 — 5270919
Or Ariel Yhalomi Tel. ++ 972 — 3- 6358137, ++ 972 — 54 — 4065594

on
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Zaglembie world Organization is honored to invite you to

Yom Hashoa Memorial Service
Yizkor for Zaglembie Martyrs

The ceremony-will take place at Yad Hazikaron in Modiin
On Thursday, May 5" 2005 16:hrs
Addresses:
Mr. Itzhak Herzog — Minister of Construction & Housing

Mr. Moshe Spector — Mayor of Modiin
Mr. Abraham Green — Chairman of Zaglembie organization

Memorial: Cantor Arieh Brown - former IDF Chief Cantor

In the program:
The Israeli Police Orchestra conducted by Menashe Levran
Singing - Jenny Eisenstein-Oxenhandler, Bendin - Toronto
Reading: Members of the second & third generation
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We wish you all ()

Happy and Kosher Passover
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