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“Bagelmacher”
“Bagel — maker”
a sketch by
Jakob Zim (Cymberknopf)
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Z zaglebiowskiej prasy

"Trybuna Slaska" 09.06.2004 Bedzin: Sensacyjne odkrycie:
W piwnicy do dzis wida¢ doskonale zachowane zdobione
kolumny dawnej boznicy 1 zwienczenie sufitu. Na scianach
znajdujg sie freski 1 napisy w jidisz Te, niestety, sg juz mocno
poniszczone. - To wszystko wina zalania woda - méwi Wanda
Was, ktora od 1953 roku uzytkuje prwnice jako sktad opatuna
zime. - Do tej pory utrzymywalam w piwnicy porzadek. Maz
powiedzial mi, ze prawdopodobnie kiedys byt tu zydowski
kosci6l wiec niczego nie zamalowywalismy 1 dbalismy, zeby
niczego nie popsuc. Nikomu nie chwalitam sig, co tu mamy,
zeby nie kusi¢ zlego." (PS).

"Dziennik Zachodni"09.06.2004 .Boznica w suterenie:
"Dziewigtnastowieczng boznice zydowska odkryto w
bedzinskiej kamienicy. Cze$¢ murdw jest zniszczona, ale w
niektorych miejscach zachowaly si¢ fragmenty kolorowych
malowidel, oraz dwie kolumny.

..."Na s$cianach zachowaly si¢ kolorowe malowidla z
winogronami, palma, budynkami, wilkiem 1 wzorami
geometrycznymi. Wczora) miejsce obejrzal Jaroslaw
Krajniewski, historyk Muzeum Zaglebia w Bedzinie. - Na
$cianach zachowalo sig kilka napisow po hebrajsku, na scianie
wschodniej fragment napisu "Jerozolima". Przypuszczam, ze
ponad nim musial znajdowac si¢ wizerunek miasta - wyjasnia.
Fundacja Jona zamierza wyremontowa¢ boznice, wpisac ja do

rejestru zabytkow 1 udostepni¢ zwiedzajacym. Takich boznic
urzadzonych wdomach doktérych chodzono sie modli¢ moglo
by¢ kilka w miescie - wyjasnia prezes Fundacji. Szydtowski
przypuszcza, ze odkryta boznice moéglt ufundowaé¢ Winner,
jeden z najbogatszych Zydow w miescie." (Kapi)

"Dziennik Zachodni" 08 lipca 2004. Tu modlili si¢ pobozni
Zydzi!

"Bedzin. Weczoray w piwnicach kamienicy przy ulicy
Potockiego dokonano wyjatkowego odkrycia. Okazalo sig, ze
pogloski 1 przekazy dawnych mieszkancow o tym, ze
szescdziesiagt lat temu istniato tu miejsce spotkan imodlitw
poboznych Zydow okazaly si¢ prawdziwe. W co najmniej
dwoch piwnicach znajduja si¢ na to niezbite dowody.
Odnaleziono freski przedstawiajace sceny biblijne,
charakterystyczne w formie dla domu modlitw, mezuze na
drzwiach wejsciowych do jednej z piwnic i kolumny w $rodku.
..."Narazie nie wiadomo z jakiego dokladnie okresu pochodza
zachowane freski 1 kto jest ich autorem. Wsrod hipotez
pojawia sig taka, ze sa one dzielem stawnego artysty, Samuela
Cyglera. Obecnie piwnice przejda pod opieke konserwatora
zabytkow 1 historykow.

Czlonkowie Zaglebiowskiego Centrum Zydowskiego sa
przekonani, ze bedzie to szczegdlne miejsce na trasie
wedrowek szlakiem sladow zydowskich w  miescie.
(Magdalena Nowacka)."
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Beit HaMidrash “Mizrachi” in Bendin
Remnants of the “Mizrachi” Beit Hamidrash were discovered in 3
Potockiego St. in Bendin, Head of the “Jona” organization - a Jewish
culture center in Bendin - Adam Szydlowski who informed us about the
existence of the site has sent us some photographs of the place.

The “Mizrachi” Beit HaMidrash was discovered during a visit of
Menachem Lior (Liwer) of Israel and Sam Goldowsky ofthe USA, both
were born in Bendin.

P21 3 MNOPINID N WY TN N2y
Beit HaMidrash at 3 Potockiego St. in Bendin



Nie calkiem odeszli

Radni podjeli uchwate. Powstaje plac niedaleko miejsca walk
w gettcie zydowskim,

Plac Bohateréw Getta Bedzinskiego.

Na razie (lipiec 2004-Gaz.Zag}.) w miejscu placu stoi garaz,
trzepak, w poblizu stare kamienice.

- Garaz bedzie wyburzony, trawa wycieta. Na srodku bedzie
stal. monument upamietniajacy tragedie  holokaustu
bedzinskiego - moéwt  Adam  Szydtowski, prezes
Zagtebiowskiego Centrum Kultury Zydowskiej "Jona".

- Dwiescie metrow od Placu Bohaterow Getta Bedzinskiego
miescit sig¢ punkt gestapo, a 60 metréw dalej mur, za ktérym
znajdowal sig stary zydowski cmentarz. Tak wiec wybor tego
miejsca wydaje si¢ jak najbardziej uzasadniony. Wizyta natym
placu bedziemy rozpoczynali oprowadzanie wycieczek z
Izraela 1 wszystkich gosci zainteresowanych pozostato$ciami
kultury zydowskie; w naszym miescie - opowiada Adam
Szydtowski.

Prace rozpoczna si¢ jeszcze w tym miesigcu. Skorzystaja na
nich mieszkancy lezacych przy planowanym placu poses;ji,
wykonane zostang bowiem drogi dojazdowe do ich domow.
Jesienia Dni Kultury

FUNDACJA JONA

Laglebiowskie Centrum Kultury Zydowskiei z siedziba w Bedzinie

BNR
Bedzin 05.05.2004

Szanowny Pan A. Green
Przewodniczacy Zwigzku Zydow Zaglebia

Serdecznie dziekujemy za go$cine na Ziemi Swietej.
Podréz do pieknego kraju jakim jest Izrael byla dla nas
glebokim przezyciem, pelnym niezapomnianych wrazen 1
doznan duchowych. JesteSmy wzruszeni zyczliwoscia,
wspaniatym przyjeciem 1 troskliwa opieka jak w najblizszej
rodzinie. Kazdy dzien pobytu, kazde spotkanie zzaglebiakami,
cudownymi ludZzmi pozostanie w nasze] pamigci.

Szczegolnie dziekujemy za umozliwienie nam uczestnictwa w
uroczystosciach obchodu Dnia Zagtady w dniu 19 kwietnia.
Rozmowy, spotkania daja nam poczucie, ze tak naprawde
wyjezdzajac do Polski zabralismy z sobg w sercach przyjazn 1
ogromna wiedze o naszym Zagtebiu.

Drogi Panie Przewodniczacy, na Pana rece skladamy
podziekowaniadlawszystkich oséb, ktére poswigcitynamczas
i opiekowaly sie¢ w czasie pobytu. Przesytamy pozdrowienia
dla wszystkich cztonkéw Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia.

Z niecierpliwoscia czekamy na kolejne spotkanie z przyjacidtn

z lzraela.
Toda raba. Szalom

Adam Szydtowski Vo Byelionks
Mirostaw Starzynski H. os]o Lﬁmﬂu

Jak podkresla Adam Szydtowski, budowa placu musi zostaé
ukonczona przed pazdziernikiem, na ktéry zaplanowano Dni
Kultury Zydowskiej.
- Planujemy wuroczyste otwarcie Placu. Swoj udzial
zapowiedzial takze ambasador Izraela, Dawid Peleg - méwi
prezes Szydiowski.
Podczas obchodow bedzie tez na Rynku Rybnym projekcja
plenerowa filmu "Dybuk" Michata Waszynskiego z 1937 roku.
Wystapi z koncertem zespot The Galizyaner Clezmerim,
odbedzie si¢  promocja ksiazki "Zydzi w Zaglebiu
Dabrowskim", oraz spotkanie z miodzieza uczaca sie w
dawnym gimnazjum zydowskim, obecnie Liceum im. St.
Wyspianskiego.
Przygotowania trwaja. Poniewaz wiele sposréd uroczystosci
odbedzie sig na Rybnym Rynku, ktory niegdy$ byt prawdziwa,
zydowska enklawa, organizatorzy obiecuja poprawe jego
wizerunku.Jednoczesnie bedg dazyé do zachowania klimatu
tamtych czaséw, m.in. dzigki latarniom gazowym 1 odstonieciu
bruku z t.zw kocich tbow.

Magdalena Nowacka, Dziennik Zachodni nr 157,7

lipca 2004

Odkrycie w Bedzinie
List od Fundacji Jona

Drodzy nasi przyjaciele!

W dniu 7 lipca br w kamienicy przy ul. Potockiego 3 dokonano
wyjatkowego odkrycia. Podczas spotkan z bylymi
mieszkancaminaszegomiasta wielokrotnie przewijat sie watek
istnienia boznicy Mizrachi. Dopiero wspomnienia '
Menachema Liwera (Izrael) oraz Sama Goldowskiego (USA)
doprowadzity czlonkéw Zarzgdu Fundacji Jona, Adama
SzydtowskiegoiMirostawaStarzynskiego,orazprzedstawicieli
Urzedu Miejskiego na wskazane miejsce. W pomieszczeniach
dwoéch piwnic, mimo uptywu czasu zostaty odkryte freski,
przedstawiajace sceny ze Starego Testamentu, oraz
zachowane w prawie idealnym stanie dwie kolumny z dawne;j
boznicy. .

O odkryciu zostal powiadomiony Zydowski Instytut
Historyczny, oraz Wojewddzki Konserwator Zabytkow.

(Adam

Szydlowski)

e 2%




WIADOMOSCI Z ZAGLEBIA

Plac Bohateréw Getta Bedzinskiego

Zwiazek Zydow Zaglebia zwrocit sie do wtadz miejskich w
Bedzinie o uczczenie pamiect bojownikéw getta, poprzez
nadanie nazwy ulicy w mieScie w ktorym walczyli z

=] PRZEWODNICZACY
El RADY MIEJSKIEJ W BEDZINIE

- —
‘:‘E a 42.500 Bedzin, ul. 11 Listopada 20, tel. 267-45-30, 267-70-41 do 46 wew. 242, 259
www,um.bedzin.pl e-mail: um@um.bedzin.pl

Bedzin, 13 kwietnia 2004 roku

Szanowny Pan

ABRAHAM GREEN

Przewodniczgey

Swiatowego Zwiazku Zydéw Zaglebia
Tel Aviv - IZRAEL

Szanowny Panie Przewodniczacy,

pragne poinformowac, Zze z duzym zainteresowaniem przyjalem propozycj¢ nadania
imienia Bojownikow lub Bohaterow Getta jednej z ulic w bedzinskiej dzieinicy
Kamionka. Historia mojego rodzinnego Bedzina bowiem to przez wiele wiekow historia
zycia ludnosci zydowskiej w Bedzinie.

Dlatego po przeprowadzeniu niezbgdnych konsultacji merytorycznych z
przedstawicielami wladz samorzadowych miasta, w tym z Panem Radostawem Baranem,
Prezydentem Bedzina, moge przekaza¢ informacje, ze najprawdopodobniej na poczatku
maja br. na sesji Rady Miejskiej bedzie rozpatrywany projekt uchwaty o nadaniu imienia
Plac Bohaterow Getta Bedzinskiego jednemu z placow w dzielnicy Kamionka. Po
podjeciu takiej uchwaty przez radnych niezwtocznie przeslg ja na Pana rece.

Serdecznie pozdrawiam

hitlerowcamiizgineliczlonkowiezydowskiejwalkipodziemne;
w latach okupacji.
W odpowiedzi otrzymalismy nizej publikowane pisma:

PREZYDENT MIASTA BEDZINA

Bedzin 19.04.2004r

Szanowny Pan Abm.kwu Green
Przewodniczqey Sw:a!mvega Zwiqzhu Zydow Zaglehia

Wdusae_;szym Dniu Pamagr:r Holokaustu, prosze proyjac wyrazy mojego glebokiego wzruszenia
ip o ie oby li naszego miasta Bedine, Zydow : calego Zagi'@bm i Polski
Eqcze s:g ws;yszkrm uczestnikami wroczystosci, pryjaciolmi na calym $wiecie, we wspdlnym
wspomnieniu o tregedii narodu ivdowskiego

W tym wyjatkowym dniu, cheialbym prrekazaé wsgysthim cdonkom Swiatowego Zwigzhu Zydiw
Zaglebia, bylym miestkaricom miasta Bediinag, Zaglebiakom, iz w wyniku dzialasi podjetych preez Urzqd
Miejshi w Bedzinie, w dniu 1 maja 2004 r na uroczystej Sesji Rady Miejskiej, = okazji proyjecia Polski do
Unii Europejskiej — zostanie podjeta uchwala w sprawie nadania nagwy placu im. Bohateriw Getta
Bedzriskiego, w dzielnicy Warpie - Kamionka.

Marm naddgeje, ze spelnm;qc Parishq prosbe uhonorujemy bedziriskich iydiw, ich tragiczny los,
clerpienie | m;muskq smm-c w obozach mgfmiy Plac Bohaterow Getta B@dunshcgo bedzie stanowil
wyraz uszar bojownikech Zydowskiego ruchu oporu, okupionego napsyuzq cenq - jakq
Jest fycie. Migjsce lo dia prquzbach pokoleri bedzie smutng, ale prawdgiwq lekcjq h
i holokaustu, ale tei ostrzeieniem by nigdy jut nie doszlo do podobnych nmgcdii.

! Rowniei w tym roku dzieki staraniom wiads miaste, Gminy Wymaniowej Zydowskiej 1 siedzibgq
w Hatowicach, Fundacji * JONA"- rostunq rorpocigte wsigpne prace priy renowacji i odbudowie
Jedynego ocalego cmentarza jydowskiego na Gorze Zamhkowej w Bedzinie.

litaryzmu

Jestem prrekonany, ii rogpoczgta wezesniej szeroka wspdipraca przer nieodialowanego
dr. Arie Ben-Tova , obecne stararia wiads miasta oraz Wasza pamigc o rodzinnych stronech, potwoli
nam nam na dalsze zhlifenie naszyck dwick narodow.

lso 42-500 Bedzin, ul. 11 Listopada 20  tel. (+48 32) 267-70-41 do 7
O fax 267-62-19

7. zaslebiowskiej pras

Plac ku czgi bohateréw

Bedzin. Radni miejscy pOdJQll uchwate o nadaniu nazwy
placowi polozonemu w rejonie ulic Jozefa Podsiadly 1
Wincentego Pola.

Wybrana nazwa brzmi : Plac Bohateréw Getta Bedzinskiego
Bedzinskiego. '

Przyjecie tej uchwaly to nasz wyraz uszanowania pamigci 0
tragedii,holokausciebedzinskichrodzinzydowskich, gehennie
tysiecy oséb, ktore zmuszono do ostatniej drogi od getta na
Kamionce po piece Auschwitz- Birkenau - thumaczy Tomasz
Delowski, naczelnik Wydzialu Rozwoju Lokalnego
bedzinskiego Urzedu Miejskiego.

Wezesniej z prosba o upamigtnienie dramatycznych loséw
bedzifiskich Zydéow zwrécit sie do bedzinskich radnych
Swiatowy Zwiazek Zydow Zagtebia.
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Przeéladowania Zydow w Bedzinie zaczety si¢ juz w kilka dni
po wybuchu IT wojny §wiatowej, w nocy z 8 na 9 wrzesnia
1939, od spalenia tutejszej synagogi. Zakonczyly sig natomiast
ostateczna deportacja do obozu Auschwitz w lipcu 1944 roku.
bedzinskie getto symbolizuje takze zbrojny opor. Niecate sto
metréw od tego wiasnie placu Frumka Plotnicka i Cwi
Brandes wraz z grupa mtodych Zydow stawili heroiczny opor 1
zgineli od kul faszystow.

Ustanowienie Placu Bohateréow Getta Bedzifskiego bedzie
uhonorowaniem tego bohaterskiego czynu, symbolem pamigci
oponad30tysigcach zamordowanych Zydach zagtebiowskich,
a takze o tych cudem ocalatych, zyjacych obywatelach
Bedzina - uzasadnil uchwate naczelnik Tomasz Delowski.
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A milestone and memories at Holocaust museum

The following are reminiscences from the
10th anniversary of the opening of the United
Stares Holocaust Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., in November 1993,

By BERNICE EISENSTEIN

meet a woman who is here at the gath-
ering and she tells me her story of the
family she lost, of her internment in
Auschwitz. As [ leave her, she kisses
me, and she says, “Say hello to your
mother from Auschwitz.” Greetings
extended through me from one woman to
another who have never met and never will, but
who are the same.

She is just one of the people I have been
honoured to meet in Washington.

1 see another woman and I go up to her. “Did

you know my father? Did you know Ben Eisen-

G1d)

stein’

She opens her eyes in surprise and recogni-
tion. “Your father ran a canteen in Bergen-
Belsen after the war. ] knew your father well.
My husband was his friend. 1 see his face now.”

She lets me take her into my arms so that [
can hold on to this moment, hold her memories
of my father whom [ have missed for more than
a decade. I take her picture so that later, at
home, and when I am ready, I can do a portrait
of her, and then in my own way, 1 can recreate
what | have learned. :

[ came to Washington for the weekend, Nov.
1 and 2, to join 7,000 others at the tribute or-
ganized by the United States Holocaust
Memerial Museum to celebrate its 10th an-
niversary. The museum has called it a “‘reunion
of a special family,” and that is what I found —
fanmily.

I have always avoided crowds and adhere to
the philosophy of Groucho Marx: never join
anything that would have me for 2 member. But
this was different. This will always be differ-
ent.

My parents are survivors of the Holocaust,
survivors of Auschwitz, and I grew up in
Toronto only knowing “The Group,” my
parents’ friends, who, like them, had survived
the war, all markeéd with numbers on their left
arms, “Greenies” in this New World, refugees
who made Canada their home. Today they are
old, and their presence has been reduced since
many have died.

1 went to Washington to meet people for the
first time, knowing that I would never see them
again. A child of survivors hears a Yiddish
mantra all through the years of being raised —
“Gedeni, Remember!” The word is spoken as
an imperative. And its echo marks us with a re-
sponsibility that takes a lifetime to understand.
Remember what?

‘We remember the stories our parents have
chosen to tell us, or are able to tell us. More
often we hear about life just after the war, about
Bergen-Belsen, the displaced persons camp
they lived in until they could leave Europe.

And sometimes, at a fanuly gathering, at a
dinner, on a Jewish holiday, there are stories
about a parent’s experience in the camps. We
learn about typhus, lice, selections, beatings,
hunger, who was helpful, who was not. We
learn that there were Germans who helped
Jews, hid them, brought them food; and we
learn about the madness of liberation, the dis-

belief - there was nowhere to go, there was no
home to return to.

Without our parents’ knowledge, or even |

their understanding, these stories have given
birth to the sensibility of how we, the children
of survivors, perceive the world. There are
nightmares, fear of enclosure, discomfort when
hearing German or Polish spoken, even if the
words spoken are of a gentle nature,

We have questions that go unasked or unan-
swered or partially responded to before the in-
terruption of tears: What were your parents, our

grandparents, like? What did you do to try to
save your sisters, your brothers? How could you
start another family, marry and have children,
after losing the first seeds sown before the war?
How can you still believe in the idea of
goodness and kindness and freedom after you
have been stripped, shaved and engraved? After
you have been made into ashes.

This is our legacy, our inheritance. Each
survivor is marked as a Lamed-vav (the Hebrew
numerology for 36). According to ancient
Jewish tradition, the world reposed upon 36

bt ray :
Some 7,000 people attended the museum’s 10th anniversary. The activities of the day
were varied. Some lit memorizal candles in the Hall of Remembrance; sume danced in
inter-genérational ¢elebration; and ethers, below, viewed the displays on cuntempo-
rary genocide and crimes against humanity.

[Photos courtesy of US. Holocaust Memorial Museum]

Unkmown Just Men who bear the sorrows and
sins of the world, the Lamed-vav, who are in-

" distinguishable from other men and often do

not even recognize themselves in the role that
has been placed upon them.

*The Lamed-vav are the hearts of the world
multiplied, into which the griefs of humanity
are poured into one receptacle,” André Schwarz-
Bart write in his book, The Last of the Just.

There is a chassidic tale, Schwarz-Bar tells:
“When an Unknown Just rises to Heaven, he
is so frozen that God must warm him for 1,000
years between his fingers, before his soul can
open itself to Paradise. And it is known that
some remain forever inconsolable at human
woe; 8o that even God himself cannot warm
them. So from time to time the Creator sets the
clock of the Last Judgment forward by one
minute.”

Perhaps the Last Judgment will never oceur,
since 1 now believe that the clock is constant-
ly being adjusted, minute by minute, incon-
solable soul to inconsolable soul.

The survivors | knew did not want their
children to stand beside them in their remem-
brances of what had been done to them. As
parents, they did not want their children to know
the full price that had been exacted on their
lives. Yet as children, as adults, we are told to
remember. And so we become uninvited guests,
gatecrashers passing underneath the sign: Arbeir
Machr Frei. And we look to reunite with family
members we have not met, and to take the hand
of a parent and whisper in their ear, “We are
here, we have always been here with you.”

The Holocaust Museum welcomed nearly
7,000 people for its anniversary — 2,000 sur-
vivors, their children and grandchildren, their
liberators and those who lost family members
in the Holocaust. The walls of the museum
encircle a profound experience, of emotion and
education, and carefully and eloguently guide
its visitors through the story of the Holocaust.

1 hear this building speak to my parents, to
all their friends, and to me and to my childen
and to the world, when 1 am in the Hall of Re-
membrance, the last room to enter afier touring

" the museuny: “Only guard yourself and guard
| your soul carefully, lest you forget the things

your eyes saw, and lest these things depart your

. heart all the days of your lite, and you shall

make them known to your children, and to your
children's childien.” These words inscribed on
the wall are from Deuteronomy have presided
over our centuries, unheeded, and we have been
deaf'to their instruction. { am made small within
the griet that I feel.

T leave Washington the next day. As the bus
enters the Lincoln Tunnel, just before arriving
in New York City, 1 see a banner hanging over
one of the arched entrances — “Never Forget”
Surprised, 1 look again and see a date: 9/11. We

‘have indeed forgotten if these two words

become a repeated refrain that is constantly

updated.

As children of survivors, we remember. And
we will forever try to warm the souls of our
parents so that one day there is no shaine in owr
hearts for having looked away, for our inabili-
ty to imagine something other than what has
always been.

Bernice Eisenstein is a freelance editor and
Hlustrator in Toronro.

Bemice Eisenstien, daughter of Regina Eisenstein, granddaughter of Moshe @ Mechale
Oksenhendler of Bendin
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A letter from Toronto

Over the years the Israeli Zaglembier Organization continues to be
faced with threats and challenges, not only to survive each day, but to
counter and overcome the murderous terrorists. Always under aftack, it
requires great strength and courage to live in a world of violence,
turmoil and threats.

Our Zaglembier brothers are able to take the time to involve
themselves and published this wonderful Zaglembier Zeitung, sharing
in it the news of its message all over the world bringing us all closer to
the lord and the people of Israel as well, most important to the
survivors children and grandchildren.

We rejoice when you celebrate interesting gatherings, holidays and
events in general. We are overwhelmed when we hear of your plans
for the future. We admire how you demonstrate with pride and
courage, inviting the world of Zaglembier members to join you in
journey of connecting one another.

All | wish to say is * “Yishare Koach” (thank you). Recently it was my
pleasure, with my sister Regina to give a special reception in my home
for Mr. Abraham Green and his lovely wife. Present were members of
the Zaglembier executive. It was most rewarding that seven active
members of the second generation of survivors attended the special
meeting. Taking an active part in debate of the memento discussion as
_how to invite more young peoples to take an active partin the legacy.

Holocaust Memorial Day
Yom Hashoa Service - April 10, 2004

As in every year, a ceremony was held at the Memorial Site in Modiin,
the topic of which was “Passing on Zaglembian Jewry heritage and the
task of commemoration to future generations”.

Thousands came to Yad Hazikaron - four generations Zaglembians,
Knesset members, public figures, senior police officials, soldiers and
many guests including youths.

A short military ceremonial drill conducted by a squad of soldiers from
a nearby IDF base was followed by the traditional lit of the torches.
Cantor Arie Brown, who conducted the religious part of the memonal
service, chanted the prayers. “Yizkor” was said by lizhak Greengrass
and “Kadish” by Zvi Landau.

The following persons spoke at the ceremony: Mr. Reuben Rivlin —
chairman of the Knesset, Profs. Shewach Weiss — chairman of Yad
Vashem Council, Miss Ayala Avidov - second-generation of
Zaglembie and Mr. Abraham Green - chairman of Zaglembie World
Organization.

The “Zlil Yarok” chore conducted by Martin Moskowitz provided the
artistic program.

First, second and third generation of Zaglembian Jews participated in
recitations of poetry and prose. The ceremony was conducted by
Varda Greenberg (Tobiash) and Shelomi Karib (Krawinski), both
second generation

T"own ARt Or
Yom HaShoa 2004
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A gathering of Zaglembie members in Toronto

We are all listened with great interest to Mr. Green'’s report in which he
brought greetings from our lantzleit and their families, ending his talk
by urging us to “Come to Israel”.
Shalom! “Am Israel Chai!
With love,
Jenny Eisenstein (Oksenhendler)

The Second Generation

From the speech given by Ayala Avidov,
Holocaust Memorial Service

at the

| am greatly honored to be standing here before you, and to be the first
of my generation to speak on behalf of second-generation survivors, at
this important day.

We are the generation, to whom the words "grandfather” and
"grandmother” were foreign. But we leamed to speak these with our
children.

We are the generation that everyone older then our parents received
the honorary degree of "aunt” or "uncle”, and with that, all their children
became "cousins".

And so, as a result of this, | did not understand how my Aunt Chancka,
who [ took for granted as my mother’s sister, had the same first name
as my mother, but different last names. Over the years | discovered
that both Chankas had met on the way to a concentration camp, and
that through the years, they grew closer to one another, to the point
that they felt and considered themselves sisters.

We are the generation, that through our exstistense we commemorate
the survival of our people, their strength and connection to this land
and country. And our parents strong desire to live through the camage,
and to coniinue to survive and to lead a full life.

My friends, members of the second and third generation who today, fill
this square which faces the Valley of Names, their presence hers,
today is the dignity and respect that both victims and survivors
deserve.

We are here because of our love for our parents, and our desire to
stand beside them, because of our longing, that does not grow wearier
with the years, for grandparents, and aunts and uncles that we have
never met. Our closeness that we have gotten to these characters is
only the fact that we carry their name. And for those of us that had the
privilege of visiting our Grandparents house, we felt, if for but a few
moments, physical closeness too.

With the feeling of loss, we learned to live from an early age. From the
day we retumed home from the nursery with that piercing question:
"Why on my birthday, don't| have any grandparents?”

We are here in words as well as actions, to insure that the mitzvah of
remembrance is upheld for generations to come.

And from this | call out to all who feel like us, to come and join the
active members in any way that you find to be right.

Ayala Avidov, from the House of Shlesinger (Bendin) and Viernik (Sosnoviec)



Melbourne remembers Tisha B’Av
By : Esther Kister

More than 100 Zaglembie, including survivors, and a pleasing number
of second and third generation attended the 61* Yiskor at the Jewish
Holocaust Museum and Research Centre in Melbourne. Addressing
the audience, chairman for the afternoon, Alex Grossman began by
welcoming a number of 2™ generation members to the commitiee. He
said that the committee of survivors had been dwindling and they were
concerned that they would not be able to continue to fulfil their pledge
to their late president David Apfelbaum to continue to commemorate
the liquidation of Zaglembie Jewry. In addition to organising the yearly
Yiskor, the committee’s new project was to try to translate parts of the
Pinkas Zaglembie Book into English.

The Yiskor retained the traditional format of the recital of prayers;
candle lighting ceremony and various presentations by Zaglembie
members. Acknowledging the problem of attracting the 2™ and 3"
generations, the committee decided fo increase the involvement of as
many different members as possible into the program. Hence family
groups who had lost loved ones during the past year lighted memorial
candles and future speakers will be sought more widely from the large
pool of talented and diverse Zaglembie members that exsts in
Melbourne.

1132122 7PANYIT NS I 2N 10 N
“Yiskor” for Zaglembie Martyrs in Melbourne

The main speakers were Professor George Hampel and Tania Silver.

Law professor George Hampel recounted his early biography. Born in
Warsaw in 1933, his mother nee Rozenes came from Sosnowiec.
When the Nazis marched into Warsaw a non-Jewish family friend
came to their home, told the family to get into the car immediately and
drove them to the border. Compared to the plight of those who
remained in Poland, the family were very fortunate to have spent the
war years in Russia, which Hampel described as relatively easy for
them. Returning to Poland after the war they failed to find any
remaining family and given a choice of migrating to USA, Canada or
Australia, his parents chose Australia, the furthest place from Poland.
Prof Hampel who is a former Chief Justice of the Victorian Supreme
Court said that he would never have achieved this position in Poland.
Noting that so many high achievers in the Australian legal profession
stemmed from Sosnowiec, he quipped that there must have been
something in the water. He mentioned Jim Spigelman, Chief Justice of
New South Wales, Michael Rozenes Chief Judge of the County Court
of Victoria and Arie Freiberg Dean of law, Monash University as
Zaglembie landsman.

Continuing the theme of personal journeys, Tania Silver, 2™
generation, took the audience on her visit to Poland as a participant of
the first Adult March of the Living. Tania had always imagined Poland
in black and white and very bleak. In the pre-March briefings, she was
told, “Remember Poland is a country like all others. It has birds, it can
have a biue sky and the grass is green.” But there was that other voice
from her childhood saying, “remember Poland is a graveyard and
where ever you go, there will be echoes of the Holocaust”.

Tania visited her family’s hometowns of Zawierce and Kromolov.
Zawierce had a prewar population of 5000 Jews out of a total
population of 50,000 .A large number including Tania's mother Fela
Norich (nee Shtybel) and uncle, Harry Shtybel who sadly died 2 weeks
ago, survived the war as they were sent to forced labour camps early
on. However their parents and 4 siblings died in Birkenau following the
liquidation of the ghetto.

Tania visited Zawierce with her mother's memories of the sweet smell
of the challot from her parents’ bakery, and the pandemonium in the
streets before Shabbos. But when she got there, there was nothing.
(]

The shule was now an electrical shop, the Bet Yaakov school attended
by her mother was gone, and although all the other houses still stood
in her family’s street, her mother’s home was demolished some time
ago to widen the intersection. Ironically although there was no sign of
anything Jewish in this formerly vibrant Jewish community, it was
intriguing to visit the cemetery, which is being maintained by a Polish
caretaker hired by a group of survivors. The cemetery, which was in
use between 1901 and 1939, is catalogued and a list of recorded
tombstones is available.

She also visited Kromolov, her grandparents’ birthplace. The town was
full of abandoned houses belonging to Jews who had lived there
previously and the cemetery was largely inaccessible and overgrown
with trees and bushes.

Tania's overwhelming conclusion was that Poland is a graveyard.
“Wherever we went, what ever we saw, we saw the death of a people.
We cried in those cities, we cried in the death camps, by the barbed
wire, at the platform in Birkenau and wherever we went we said
Kaddish.

Tania ended with a moving reading of a postcard written by her
grandfather Leizer Shiybel and family to his daughter Fela on 9 May
1942 while he was still in Zawierce and she was in the forced labour
camp in Oberalshtat Czechoslovakia. The postcard is one of a number
that has recently been translated into English

9.5.42

Dear loyal daughter Fela,

Just to let you know today we received your postcard and we are
rushing to reply and hoping this card will find you in the best of health
Dear daughter, what can | write to you. In Waternau (Zawiercie) this
week a lot happened. We were ordered to leave our city not only our
city but also Bedzin and Sosnowiec etc. but thank Heaven that order
was reversed. Otherwise we are healthy and with pamosse we are
somehow managing.

From Herschel we received some clothing.

Dear sister just to let you know that Gele has returned home. For how
long we do not know. She was forced to come home because she
didn’t have a photo permit to stay.

Dear sister, | have to rush because soon it will be Shabbos and father
has urged me to finish quickly.

Karola said she is finding it was safer in camp than it is at home. She
was very scared. This week | couldn’t concentrate on writing to you
because this week is Tisha B’Av and the whole city was fasting hoping
that this will help us to remain at home. We are predicting a lot will
happen this week. | will write to you next week and tell you all about it..
We all send you all the best.

L. Shtibel

A guten Shabbos
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The other speakers were regular contributors Fela Stainbock, a
survivor who every year prepares a very moving piece in Yiddish and
Eva Teitelbaum who recited a poem in Yiddish and English.

The afternoon was deemed to be very successful with a number of
young people offering to participate in the program next year. A
database has been established and every effort will be made to keep
in touch more closely with local members and with the worldwide
Zaglembie family.

The Melbourne Zaglembie committee members are: Alex C:‘.rossmargci
Motel Kinderlerer, Cesia Singer, Nathan Zajdband, (survivors) and 2
generation Arie Freiberg, Helen Gelber, Esther Kister, Rebecca Krycer
and Eva Teitelbaum.
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Dear Friends and Fellow Zaglembians,

A year ago, a delegation of almost fifty individuals, embarked on a visit to
Zaglembie and other sites in Poland. The delegation was diverse in character
and included members of the first and second generations, as well as 9
grandchildren, members of the third generation.

In our Newsletter, Zaglembier Zeitung No. 13, published on Rosh Hashana
5764, we reported the details of a successful frip to Bendin. We wrote, “Thus
we completed our moving trip to Bendin with a promise of the Poles to name
one of the streets in the Ghetto area after the Ghetto heroes.”

| am now happy to report that our request for commemoration has been
answered. The Mayor of Bendin and the Chairman of the city council informed
us that the city square in the Kamionka Ghetto area would be renamed the
“Ghetto Heroes Square”. The unveiling ceremony will take place on October
4, 2004, and will be attended by the civic leaders of Bendin & the Province,
Mayors of Zaglembie towns, leaders of the Jewish “gemina” and members of
our delegation who will represent the Zaglembian Jewry. The following day, a
meeting is scheduled for a delegation of youngsters from Israel and pupils of
the “Wispiansky Lycium”, formerly the Jewish Firstenberg Gymnasium.

All the ceremonies and culiural events are being organized by the Bendin
municipality and the “Jona” Fund — Center of Jewish Culture in Bendin and
Zaglembia, headed by Adam .Szydlowski and Miroslaw Starzynski.

The delegation leaving for Zaglembie will also visit Bendin and other sites in
Zaglembian cities. We will visit the graves of our forefathers in all the
cemeteries of Zaglembie. We will visit Jewish sites in the Susnowiec region
and | hope that we will find the commemoration plagues on some buildings
where the Jewish institutions formerly operated.

Dear members, in recent years, we have sent many delegations to Poland
and conducted numerous visits to Zaglembie. | know that these visits make
some members among us, particulany members from overseas, feel
uncomfortable. | would like to reiterate and note that the main aims of our
organization are commemeorafion and the impartation of our heritage to the
next generations.

On the issue of remembrance, we have done so much in this area: the
Memorial at Modiin, the Ash Tombstone at Nachalat Yitzhak, the Clubhouse
on Frishman Street and more recently, a street in Tel Aviv has been named
after the Zaglembian communities. There is no doubt that we have
appropriate memorialized Zaglembian Jewry in lIsrael, far beyond other
parallel organizations.
Of course, this does not allow us to rest on laurel leaves. It is our duty to
commemorate Jewish sites in Zaglembie. Therefore, we must take the steps
necessary to perpetuate the synagogues, schools, hospitals, orphanages and
other institutions in the region.
However, we have first taken steps to renovate seven cemeteries in the
region and, to this end, we have worked with various entites and
organizations as well as private benefactors. With their help, we have
renovated these cemeteries, with the exclusion of the old cemetery in Bendin,
which is cumrently undergoing renovations. These cemeteries are the main
reason for our periodic visits to Zaglembie. Most of the members of our
generation of survivors have no graves for their fathers and mothers. Qur
parents were killed in Auschwitz or other concentration camps and so we visit
the cemeteries in Zaglembie, visit the graves of our grandmothers and
grandfathers and other family members.
On the issue of heritage, members of the second generation have been active
in all areas of our organization for many years now. It appears that the time
has come to iry and interest the members of the third generation in our
organization’s activities as well.
In any case, my dear friends, we are doing all that we can to ensure that the
heritage of Zaglembian Jewry is passed on from one generation to the next.
i

At the close of the year 5764, | wish all Zaglembian Jews and their families in
Israel and overseas, a Happy and Health New Year, a year of peace and
prosperity. | heartily wish that the coming year will be a year of peace for all

those near and far.
Abraham Green
Chairman of the Zaglembie World Organization

Reflections on the March of the Living
By : Roman Ziegler (Ontario Group)

Roman Ziegler was bom in Dombrowa Gor. Poland. The youngest of
eight children and the sole survivor of his family.

After spending 31 month in three slave labor and one concentration
camps, he was liberated by the Russian army on May 8" 1945. In
June 1948 he arrived in Canada with a group of Jewish orphans.

In 1958 he married Miriam who is also a survivor; they have three
children and four grandchildren.

Roman is a member of the Toronto Zaglembie Sociely for the past 30
years.

In 1982 he joined the Holocaust Remembrance and Education in
Toronto (HRE), in order to pass his legacy of the Holocaust to future
generations. He became a survivor speaker, speaking to high schools
universities and other groups. Roman received many citations and
certificates of appreciation from various high schools and universities.
Among them being honored in 2000 by the federal Government of
Canada and in 2003 by the Province of Ontario for many coniributions
to Canadian Society.

In 1996 he was invited fo participate in the March of the Living as a
survivor speaker. The following year he wrote a short story about the
trip called “Reflections on the March of the Living 1996 This story also
appeared in the book “Voices from the Heart".

Fragments of Roman Zigler’s story:

When | was invited to join the March of the Living (MOL) as a survivor
chaperone, | found myself in a dilemma. | had mixed emotions about
revisiting Poland. | asked myself many questions. Where was | going?
Was it a trip back to my roots? What roots? | had been uprooted. The
Nazis murdered my whole family, so it could only mean one thing... a
trip back to hell!

And yet | knew | had no choice... As a survivor, | have an obligation to
tell the story of my life, to pass on my legacy to future generations. |
decided to accept the invitation to join the students on MOL.

This trip became one of the most memorable experiences of my life.

In the afternoon, we proceeded to visit the infamous Maidanek Camp,
which is the only camp that was captured by the Russians completely
intact. Before arriving at Maidanek, | tried to visualize the effect the
sight of the camp would have on me. | reasoned, after all, it's more
than fifty years since, besides | am involved with holocaust
remembrance and education, and often speak to students on the
subject of my wartime experiences. Therefore, the effect should be

minimal. Well, all | can say is | was never more wrong in my

assessment.
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When we entered the camp, | was faced with a pile of ashes (17 ton)
with pieces of human bones protruding from it. It was almost like being
struck by a blot of lightening. | felt paralyzed. It took several minutes
before | could move, | was overcome with grief. Unable to face anyone,
| managed to get an enclave where | found a spot to light a candle. |
wanted to say Kaddish but was unable to speak the words of the
prayer. Tears were rolling down my face. It took awhile until | regained
my composure and rejoined the group... In retrospect, | find comfortin
the effect the exposure to the camp had on me. Would it be otherwise
and not affect me at all, then it could mean only one thing — that | had
been brutalized. If | had no feelings for human suffering than whatkind
of man would | be? Then the Nazis would have accomplished what
they set out to do, turning me into a monster like they were.

Auschwitz was next on our itinerary. There, over six thousand Jewish
students from around the world came together to participate in the
March of the living. This gathering was to show the world that we were
here, that Hitler, yeemach shemo, did not succeed in destroying us
completely. We the survivors rebuilt our lives and tighter with Jews
from around the world, have taken our place among the nations in our
ancestral home and country, Eretz Israel.

We entered the gates of Auschwitz with the archway above
proctaiming “Arbiet Macht Frei” (Work Liberates). The sign should have
read, “You are Now Entering The Gates Of Hell” that would have been
much more appropriate.

And yet, even though we all felt pain at the lost and suffering of our
loved ones, myself, having lost most of my family here, we
experienced a degree of pride as we marched with the students from
around the world as one people, as Jews under the banner of blue and
white, with the Star of David upon it. The Nazis gave us the Yellow
Star as a badge of shame, but we have changed it into a badge of
pride.

After several speeches by representatives of the Polish and Israeli
govemments, a Cantor intoned the “El Malai Rachamim” and we all
recited the “Kadish”. We then visited the destroyed gas chambers and
crematoria and some barracks.

We left Warsaw for Israel. We were going to our second home.

Even though | had visited Israel on two previous occasions, there is
still a feeling of euphoria when you put your foot on its soil. it's a
feeling of homecoming.

All in all, it was a great experience that will stay with me for the
rest of my life.
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Pinkas Bendin

In Light of the great demand for “Pinkas Bendin” that has been out
of the market for many years now, we are reprinting that important
book. We are checking the possibility of adding personal
commemorations of family members that were killed in the
Holocaust. The book will be a true copy of the original Hebrew and
Yiddish edition.

If you are interesting in commemorating family members or
purchasing “Pinkas Bendin”, please let us know until the end of

November 2004, by fax — 972 — 9 — 9542258
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*T"a" Wishing you a Wonderful Year
a Filled with health, and inner peace!
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60% anniversary
Zaglembie World Organization is honored to invite you to
a festive event commemorating 60 years to the

end of WWII and the liberation of the camps
The event will take place in Tel Aviv on May 8™ 2005
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Zaglembie World Orgnization, 23 Frishman St., Tel Aviv 63561, Israel
For contributions: Bank Leumi of Israel, Branch No. 861, account No. 33938/34
yonakobo @netvision.net.il



