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Family and friends at the event in memory of Bernard Dov Gutman
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Dr. Bayski speaks in memory of Shalom Herzberg in Masua
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Members of three generations at the Hannuka ball 2003
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Sentymentalna podréz do Slawkowa

"By¢ innym, bez nienawisci do innych" - tak o stawkowskich
Zydach powiedzial Shewach Weiss, Ambasador lzraela w
Polsce, podczas wizyty, jaka ztozyt w naszym miescie. Miata
ona miejsce w czwartek, 13 sierpnia 2003 i nieprzypadkowo
zbiegla sie w czasie z odwiedzinami miasta przez
czterdziestosobowa grupe Zydéw z Izraela. Byla to juz druga
w tym roku wizyta cztonkow Swiatowego Zwiazku Zydow
Zaglebia w Stawkowie. Poprzednia odbyla si¢ 23 maja tego
roku.

"Z wielkq radoscig wracamy do Slawkowa, miasta, kiore
Jjest nam zawsze zyczliwe'tnéwit Abraham Green,
przewodniczacy SZZZ.

Jako pierwszy, okolo godz. 12.00 przyjechal Ambasador
Weiss, dla ktorego byla to pierwsza wizyta w Slawkowie.
Przed Ratuszem powital go Burmistrz Miasta Stawkowa,
Bronistaw Goraj, ktéremu towarzyszyli miedzy innymi:
Przewodniczacy Rady Miejskiej w Stawkowie Marian Malicki
1 Zastgpca Burmistrza Miasta, Zbigniew Tarmas.

Podczas czterdziestominutowe;j rozmowy w stawkowskim
magistracie Pan Ambasador zainteresowany byt szczegolnie
historig Zydow, ktorzywprzedwojennym Stawkowie stanowili
zwartg, liczng grupe spoleczna. Ponadto pytal o sprawy
biezace dotyczace miasta, zwlaszceza o "szeroki tor".

"To moja pierwsza wizyta w Slawkowie, ale przyjaciele z
Bedzina i Sosnowca opowiadali mi o Iym miasteczku. Mieli
zupelnq racje mowigc o nim: ciche i "preyjazne
powiedzial podczas spotkaia z wiadzami miasta Szewach
Weiss.

Wihagnie na znak sympatii i przyjazni Burmistrz Bronistaw
Goraj podarowal gosciowi ksigzki poswigcone naszemu
miastu: "Dzieje Stawkowa i 'Palamong". Wéréd przekazanych
pamiqtekznalazisi(;rc’)quiezobrazprzedstawiaja_cypoboZnego
Zyda, ktéry to wizerunek skojarzyt sie Panu Ambasadorowi z
jego niezyjacym dziadkiem.

Burmistrz Goraj odebrat z kolei z rak Szewacha Weissa
picknie ilustrowany kalendarz autorstwa Nil; Epstein,
zatytutowany "Kwiaty Jerozolimy".

Jest 1o niebywaly zaszczyt dia  Slawkowa i Jego
mieszkancow goscié¢ tak znamienitego goscili - powiedzial
Burmistrz. Po spotkaniu, uczestnicy powitali na Rynku
Abrahama Greena i innych gosci z Izraela, ktorzy zdecydowali
si¢ przyjechaé do Stawkowa. Mieli oni okazje by¢ pierwszymi,
ktérzy odwiedzili odrestaurowana "nowa" Starg Karczme",
gdzie odbyla sie oficjalna czesé wizyty. Po krotkim powitaniu
wygloszonym przez gospodarza spotkania, Burmistrza Miasta
Stawkowa, glos zabrali: Przewodniczacy Green i Ambasador
Weiss. W swych wystapieniach dali wyraz sympatii jaka darza
nasze miasto.
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Roszczenia do nieruchomosci w Bedzinie

W sprawie roszczen do nieruchomosci w Bedzinie pilnie sa
poszukiwane nastepujace osoby lub ich spadkobiercy:
Chaskiel Szwarcberg syn Izraela,

Josek Szwarcberg syn Izraela

Barcza Tenenwurzel cérka Joska

Szyja Szlama Koplowicz

Josek Prejs syn Moszka i Cyrli z Cukiermanow

"Amosfera tu panujgca Jjest prawdziwa. Ja czuje, ze tutaj
JjestesSmy przyjmowani serdecznie, z otwartym sercem |
wyjezdzamy siqd tak samo z otwartym sercem dia Was
mowit Shewach Weiss.

Goscie z Izraela nie kryli réwniez podziwu dla wygladu Stare;j
Karczmy, oraz potraw, jakie przygotowat wiasciciel lokalu,
firma Maxtop ze Stawkowa.

Kolejnym punktem wizyty bylo zlozenie kwiatow pod
Pomnikiem nad Biala Przemsza upamigtniajacym Zydow
pomordowanych w trakcie przeprawy przez rzeke we
wrzesniu 1939 roku.

"Mdj ojciec byl swiadkiem  tragedii Jaka rozegrala sie
tutaj w pierwszych dniach wojny” wspomina Cila Katriel,
przewodniczaca Katowickiego Stowarzyszenia Zydow w
Izraelu

Spod Pomnika goscie pojechali na cmentarz zydowski
"Kierkow", gdzie przewodniczacy Green odmowit "Kadisz" -
zydowska modlitwe za zmartych. Trzeba zrobic wszystko,
aby zachowac pamieé, historie i tradycje Stawkowa
apelowat Ambasador Weiss.

Bronistaw Goraj wyrazit rado$é z faktu, ze przedstawiciele
narodu izraelskiego wracaja do miejsc swoich przodkow. " My,
ze swej strony bedziemy pielegnowad Jdnagrobki - red.)i
otaczac nalezylq czciq”- dodat Burmistrz. Na zakofczenie
przewidziana byla jeszcze wizyta w Dziale Kultury Dawne;
MOKw Stawkowie (nazywanym popularnie Muzeum), gdzie
zwiedzajacy zapoznali sig¢ pokrotce z historia i tradycja miasta,
zwracajac szczegdlna uwage na ekspozycje poswiecona
tutejszej kulturze zydowskiej. Okoto godziny 15.00
przedstawicielewiadzpoiegnaligoéciizaprosilidoponownego
odwiedzenia Stawkowa.

“Ja juz koncze w tym roku mojq sluzbe w Polsce i nie
wiem, czy jeszcze titaj wrice. Zapewniam Jednak, ze jak
bede mial tylko okazje, ponownie Was odwiedze. Czuje, ze
Slawkéw jest jakby moim miasteczkiém powiedzial na
zakonczenie Ambasador Izraela w Polsce, Szewach Weiss.
Stawkow byt jednym z kilku miast Zagtebia 1 okolic, ktore
odwiedzili podczas swojej wizyty w Polsce czlonkowie
Swiatowego Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia. W trakcie
pigciodniowego pobytu, ktory zaczat si¢ w niedziele 10
sierpnia,uczestnicyodwiedzilimi@dzyinnymiCzeladz’,B@dzin,
Zawiercie, Sosnowiec i Katowice. W Stawkowie konczyli
offjalng czgs¢ wizyty w Polsce. Na czwartek, 14 sierpnia
przewidziano prywatne spotkania uczestnikow z ich polskimi
rodzinami i znajomymi, a nastepnie odlot do Izraela.

Janusz Mréz  (z zaglebiowskiej prasy)

Nowa ksiazka o Zydach Zaglebia i okolicy

Stowarzyszenie Autorow Polskich, Oddziat w Bedzinie poinfor-
mowato nas, ze pisarze - czionkowie Stowarzyszenia podjeli
pracg nad nowa ksiazka, poswigcong Zydom Zaglebia 1 okolicy.
Zwiazek Zydow Zagtebia w odpowiedzi wyrazit swe uznanie

1 poparcie dla cennej, bardzo nas interesujacej inicjatywy
zagtebiowskich pisarzy.

Kajla Gutman cérka Jakéba Eliasza i Ruchli z Zandsztejnow
Daniel Panski

Rywena Szwajber

Szymon Rappaport

Zwrécié sie wprost i bezposrednio do-

Urzad Miejski w Bedzinie. Wydziat Rozwoju Lokalneco

ul. 11 Listopada 20, Bedzin 42-500 Poland
Telefon: 267-70-41 wewn. 250: fax: 267-62-19
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"Bardziej chodzito tu o symbolike niz o rzeczywiste porzadki" -
komentuje autorka omawianego reportazu, ktéra zaznaczyla,
ze grupa byla badzo duza i ze brakowalo tak charakterys-
tycznej dla takich miejsc chwili zadumy i refleks;ji.
Najwazniejsze jest, ze mtodzistad imtodzistamtad sie spotkali,
poznali 1 znajdywali wspélne zainteresowania. Cos ruszylo.

Dyrektor Lidia Orpych zaznaczyta w omawianym artykule, ze:
"Grupy gosci z Izraela odwiedzaja nas od od kilku lat. Zwykle;

Zvdzi miasta Zorv w rowadzeni do 7

wstgpuja do nas przy okazji zwiedzania Muzeum w
Oswigcimiu. Jeste$my dla nich jednym z przystankow i statym
miejscem wpisanym w program, bowiem nasza szkola byla
niegdy$ gimnazjum zydowskim.

Uwazam, ze spotkania mtodziezy sa bardzo wazne. Cenimy
sobie bezposrednia mozliwo$é nawiazania kontaktow wilasnie

w takiej formie."

I

el pamieci

"GMINA WYZNANIA MOJZESZOWEGO W
ZORACH"

1511 -

1940

Kolejna ksiazka na temat zydowskich mieszkancow
gormnoslaskich miast i miasteczek zostata napisana przez Jana
Delowicza, ktory od lat zajmuje si¢ utrwaleniem pamieci o
zydowskich wspotobywatelach Slaska. Jest to praca bardzo
zmudna, wymagajaca mnostwa poszukiwah w nie zawsze
dostepnych zbiorach archiwalnych. Jednak nie bylo to
przeszkoda dla autora licznych publikacji i ksigzek, mitosnika
swej Matej Ojczyzny, p. Jana Delowicza, ktéry postanowit do
historycznego krajobrazu swego miasta wprowadzié réwniez
tych, ktorzy bywaja przemilczani, jakby ich nigdy nie bylo, a
przeciez zyli na tamtej ziemi przez dlugie stulecia i
wspottworzyli, wspétbudowali, wspotuczestniczyli w Zyciu
swoje] miejscowosci, gdzie stat ich dom rodzinny.

Tutaj mata dygresja: z wielka przyjemnoécia ogladam w
Tel-Avivie z satelitarnej TV Polonia nadawane, $wietnie
robione reportaze historyczno- krajoznawcze o réznych
miejscowosciach w Polsce. Jest w tych programach mnéstwo
informacji, bardzo ciekawych i pieknie ilustrowanych przez
kamery. Ale nie bylo dotychczas w zadnym z nich ani pot
stowa poswigconego zydowskim dawnym mieszkancom tych
miejscowosci. Chociazby jedno-dwa stowa. Odnosi sig
wrazenie, ze w ogole nigdy w Polsce nie mieszkali, nie zyli, nie
wnosili swego gospodarczego i kulturalnego wkiadu do
ogblnego rozwoju danej miejsowosci. Nie idzie mi o
"rozpisywanie si¢", jako dziennikarka jestem do$é obeznana z
sytuacja, ale: chociaz kréciutka wzmianka. Hitlerowcy
wymazali ich z zycia. Teraz zostaja wymazani z historycznej
mapy Polski, ze $wiadomosci mtodszych pokolen Polakéw.
Jakby realizacja testamentu Hitlera. Zaprzatnieci biezacymi
trudnymi problemami ludzie TV Polonia nawet chyba nie
zauwazyli, jak moze to bole¢ innych - tak samo ludzi.
Dlatego tak wazne jest dokonanie p. Jana Delowicza,
dziatacza kulturalnego w miescie Zory, ktory nie rezygnuje z
historycznej prawdy i z duzym wysitkiem zdobywa dane i pisze
ksiazki o dawnych zydowskich wspotobywatelach.

Prawa miejskie nadat Zorom juz w 1272 roku ksiaze
opolsko-raciborski, Wiadystaw. Dowodynaistnienie wZorach
Zydéw odkryt Delowicz w dokumentach od roku 1511: kilka
0sob, ale liczby te wzrastaty, dochodzac do szezytu w potowie
19 wieku: 542 osoby, czyli trzynascie i pét procent ogdhu
mieszkafncow tej matej miescowoscei, lecz liczby malaly stale,
bo po powrocie Zor do Macierzy, gdy czesé Goérnego Slaska
przyznano odrodzonemu po latach zaboréw pafstwu
polskiemu, w Zorach bylo juz tylko 25 oséb skupionych w
gminie zydowskiej.

" W 1939 roku - napisat autor - liczba cztonkéw zydowskiej
gminy wyznaniowej w Zorach wynosita 38 0s6b. Wobec
narastajgcego zagrozenia wojennego i wybuchu wojny
niektorzy znich opuscili miasto. Z policyjnego spisu ludnosci,
przeprowadzonego w grudniu 1939 roku wynika, ze w Zorach

11 0y

‘mieszkato juz wtedy tylko 10 Zydow. Te resztki hitlerowcy
unicestwili calkowicie w maju 1940 roku. W ten sposob
wyznawcy judaizmu, ktorzy przez ponad 400 lat mieszkali i
pracowali w Zorach znikneli bezpowrotnie z krajobrazu
historycznego naszego miasta."

Bardzo ciekawa czescia nowej ksiazki Jana Delowicza sa
noty - kroniki poszczegélnych rodzin zorskich Zydow, na
podstawie danych wiodacych poprzez kilka pokolen.
Wymieniani po imieniu i nazwisku, z opisem ich zajed 1
zainteresowan, poprzez losy w II wojnie swiatowej, az po
poszukiwanie $ladéw i nawiazywanie kontaktow przez Jana
Delowicza z kilkoma, ktérzy przezyli i sa w Izraelu réwnies.
Te rodzinne opowiesci dodaja ksigzce intymnosci i przydaja
zabarwienia literackiego. Powaznego zadania podjat sie autor
1pieknie sig¢ z niego wywiazat, w sposéb niebanalny, ciekawy i
calym sercem zaangazowany.

Ocenit ten trud réwniez ambasador Pafistwa Izrael w Polsce,
profesor Szewach Weiss, ktory napisat przedmowe do ksiazki
o Zorach i wczerwcu ub. roku odwiedzit Zory, uczestniczac w
promocji estetycznie wydane;j ksiazki Jana Delowicza "Gmina
wyznania mojzeszowego w Zorach 1511- 1940". Izraelski
ambasador odwiedzil réwniez stary cmentarz zydowski w
Zorach, o restauracje ktorego od lat zabiega Jan Delowicz. Od
sierpnia 2002 pracuje on w Muzeum Miejskim w Zorach i jak
doniost nam w liscie z pazdziernika ub. roku: "Przed paroma
dniami zakonczyli§my prace nad dokumentacjg renowacji
cmentarza zydowskiego w naszym miescie.
Przeprowadzilismy inwentaryzacje macew, dokonalismy ich
pomiarow i opisu. Na niektérych zachowaly sie resztki ziocen i
napisow w kolorze czarnym. We wnioskach napisaliémy, by,
dla przyktadu, kilka tego typu macew przywroci¢ do stanu
pierwotnego i pokazac jak one kiedys wygladaty. Dokonalismy
réwniez proby ich oczyszczenia z blisko 200-letnich
zanieczyszczen. Jezeli wszystko pojdzie dobrze, tobyé moze w
przysztym roku rozpoczniemy prace zwiazane z renowacja
mogit i powstaniem w przysztosci pomnika, upamietniajacego
ponad 400 letni pobyt Zydéw w naszym miescie."

Anna Cwiakowska



Tu B’Shvat Planting

by Shimon Nizani

We enjoyed a Tu B’Shvat table containing fruits of Israel, cakes
and other refreshments, Israeli music was played and created a
warm happy atmosphere. Welcome speeches were given by
Shimon Nitzani, second generation, |zzi Greengrass, who is
responsible for the impressive Modiin site and Mr. Green,
Chairman of the Organization of Zaglembians.

Zvika Monovitz conducted a Tu B’Shvat “Seder” accompanied by
four glasses of red and white wines, tastes of Israeli fruits and
quotes and sayings expressing the link between our nation and its
land.

We split into six groups to perform timed tasks. Participants took
their missions seriously and we all had a great time. Winners of the
trivia quiz received prizes.

Finally, we planted 150 trees. It was wonderful to see all
generations of Zaglembians participate in the planting and
reinforcing our ties to this special site and to Israel,

Many thanks to Izzi, Rina, Benny, Amos and Asher who did a
wonderful job; to Zvika who headed the “seder’ with grace and
good faste; to Dorit who prepared the trivia quiz on nature. To Lital
Yogev who counted the points and without whom we would never
have known who won! And to everyone who made the effort and
came, from Gvulot in the south to Zichron Yaakov in the north. It
was great fun and exciting to meet everyone at these inter-
generational meetings.

Let's hope we meet at other joint activities in the future.

Personal Commemoration
We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin
Memorial Site, there are still places left for personal
commemorations of family members that were killed in the
holocaust. One engraved line of commemoration in black marble

cost 150%. Those who wish to commemorate their beloved ones
can contact the organization.
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The Zaglembie World Organization is honored to invite you

o Yom Hashoa Memorial Service
Yizkor for Zaglembie Martyrs

the ceremony will take place on
April 19, 2004 16:00 pm
\ at “Yad Hazikaron” in Modiin

_— J

On Friday, February 8", Tu B'Shvat, we met at the Zaglembian
Memorial at Modiin to spend the day together, meet new friends,
have a good time and plant trees.

Approximately 70 of us, including four generations of Zaglembians,
gathered for the planting. The weather was lovely and our spirits
were high.
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David Klayman is planting a tree at Yad Hazikaron on Tu B'shvat

Mr. Simon Slivka & Family
Zaglembie world Organization Board and Members Express
Our sincere condolences on the passing away of

your son. It is a great lost indeed

Y D IV NOW 1250 DOYYNA DIONNYH
Abraham Green, Chairman

Karl (Kazik, Kalman) Plawner

Born in 1922 in Grodziec, Zaglembie, passed away this January.

He was the youngest son of Rachel and Jacob Plawner. They died
in the war and so did two daughters, Karl's sisters. His brothers
Cudek and Felix survived. He was very young when 2™ world war
broke out and after four and a half years he was liberated at
Dachau at the age of 22.

In Germany he married Regina Rosenberg, they emigrated to the
US in 1956. they lived in Englewood — Cliffs NJ for 35 years. Seven
years ago they moved to Boca Raton FL where he passed away
leaving his morning family — wife, children, grandchildren, brother
and nieces.

May he rest in peace.

Milodzi z Izraela u mlodych w Zaglebiu

Jesieniag 2003 przebywala w Zaglebiu grupa czlonkow
Zwiazku Zydow Zaglebia. W miesiac pozniej, we wrzesniu
2003 przybyla tam duza grupa izraelskiej mtodziezy z
wyzszych klas szkot $rednich.

Ciekawe spotkanie izraelskich uczniéw z réwnolatkami
polskimi mialo miejsce w II Liceum im. Stanistawa
WyspiafiskiegowBgdzinie, wdawnymbedzinskim Gimnazjum
Fuerstenbergow.

Miodzinajpierw spotkalisi¢ wklasie, gdzie toczyly sie wspdlne
rozmowy. Z relacji Magdaleny Nowackiej w zaglebiowskie)
prasie wynika, ze uczniowie z Kiriat Bialik bez trudu nawigzali
kontakt z uczniami w Bedzinie, ze rozmowy toczyly sie
swobodnie .

Autorka artykutu przytacza wypowiedz jednej z bedzinskich
licealistek: "Rozmawiamy o wszystkim, o szkole, o
zwyczajach. Uczymy si¢ slowek w naszych rodzimych
Jjezykach. Kiedy rozmawiatam weczesniej z kolezankami i
kolegami - powiedziata Kasia Filipowicz - obawiali$my sie, ze
spotkanie bedzie sztywne 1 oficjalne. Tymczasem jest zupelnie
inaczej. Z pewnoscia to zastuga naszych gosci, ktérzy okazali
si¢ bardzo spontaniczni i rozgadani.

Jak ocenif to izraelsko-polskie spotkanie miodych Adam
Szydtowski, prezes Fundacji Jona - Zaglebiowskiego Centrum
Kultury Zydowskie;?

"Tospotkanie odbywasi¢ pod hastemmtodziezowej integracji.
Nie chcemy jednak integrowaé sig tylko i wylacznie poprzez
wspomnienia o Holocauscie. To juz inne pokolenie i - nie
zapominajac o dawnych czasach- powinny tez rodzié sie
kontakty na innym tle, na przyktad na niwie obyczajowe; i
kulturalnej ." '

Po odwiedzeniu szkoty mtodzi wspélnie udali sie na zydowski
cmentarz.

Nie tyle mozna bylo w czasie krotkiej przeciez wizyty weielié
w zycie pomystu o wspolnej pracy mitodziezy 1zraelskiej 1
polskiej przy porzadkowaniu cmentarza, ale 1zraelscy
uczniowie starali si¢ spisywaé niektére inskrypcje na
macewach, oraz, w miare moznosci, objasniaé je swoi
polskim kolezankom i kolegom.

Znananam z dhigoletnich kontaktéw, z wizyty w swoim czasie
w Izraelu 1 naszych wizyt w dawnym Gimnazjum
Fuerstenbergéw dyrektor IT Liceum w Bedzinie, pani Lidia
Orpych, powiedziata, ze: "W sierpniuBedzin odwiedzila grupa
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Information

“Everyone Has a Name”
Medallion in Memory of Holocaust Victims

The medallion entitled “Everyone Has a name” was designed by
the international artist Yossi Lemel, son of Benek-Dov Lemel and
Batya Gurfinkel of Bendin.

Lemel's works are hung in galleries and museums all over the
world, including the Louver in Paris, the Victoria & Albert Museum
in London, the Museum of Art Design in Hamburg, the Museum of
Contemporary Art in Raleigh, North Carolina, and many more
others.

The medallion won first prize at the 2004 competition of the
Association of Graphic in Israel.

The medallion’s issue was overseen by a public committee headed
by the former Chief Rabbi of Israel Rabbi Meir Israel Lau.

The Israeli Government Coins & Medals Corporation has promised to grant a
discount normally reserved for subscribers, to any purchaser identifying himself or
herself as a Zaglembian.

The International League Against
Racism and Anti-Semitism in Europe

LICRA, which was established at the initiative of Christian
intellectuals in Europe, convened a symposium in January 2004 on
“The Underground Resistance Against the Germans.”

Tushia Hertzberg was invited to the symposium following her book,
“The Laughing Sand,” which was translated to German.

At her lecture in Vienna, Tushia spoke of the actions of Zaglembian
youngsters in the underground resistance against the Germans.
Representatives from other countries, including Christian
representatives, spoke of other underground activities against the
Germans. Attending the discussions were authors, historians and
psychologists.

A New Volume on Zaglembian Jewry

The Zaglembian branch of the Polish Writers’ Union notified our
organization that it assumed the publication of a volume dedicated
to the history of the Jews of Zaglembie and its environs.

The Organization of Zaglembian Jews welcomes this new project
and promises to provide assistant to this welcome initiative.

Living With the Shadow and Creating With
the Light
An exhibition of 32 paintings by Yakob Zim (Kuba Zimberknoff)

opened in June 2003. An Album of the artist's work was also
launched at the opening. The Album was edited by Yonah Fisher, a
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major figure in the Israeli art world, holder of the Israel Prize in Arts
and Chief Art Curator of the Israel Museum since the Museum’s
establishment until three years ago.

The Album contains 192 reproductions of Yakob Zim's work, born
in Sosnowiec, including a section entitled “Journey to the

Rusty Air" (A Memorial Journey to Poland), expressing the lacuna
after the Holocaust.

In the introduction to his book, Yakob writes: “The shadow of the
events of the Holocaust continue to accompany me and Holocaust
survivors as individuals, and society and its culture, as a cloud of
collective memory.

The “materials”, the black memories, became the center of my
experience, and my experience became a lever and a motivator of
creativity, bounded together with a sense of mission.

| learned to live with the shadow and create with the light.”

Traditional Hannuka Ball
by On Shaked (Kantor)

As every year at Hannuka, our traditional Hannuka Ball took place
on December 21st, on the third candle of Hannuka, at Recital
Halls.

Mr. Green, Organization Chairman gave a speech, followed by Mr.
Izzi Greengrass, who took us back to Hannuka in Polish “cheder”
through his stories.

Guests danced and sang, smiling all evening. Participation of
second and third generation Zaglembians was especially
prominent. The Haifa table stood out with its three generations
sitting together.

We all left with a sense of anticipation for next year's ball.

Our thanks to all those who took part in the success of the evening:
Diza Openheim, Zvi Landau, Lola Mager and Hadassa Kantor.

And thanks to Recital Halls.

20707 MVINT TIOWN NIVN GUII TPANIIT INIY
Members of Zaglembie Organization at the Hannuka ball 2003



After our visit to the school, our delegation of students,
accompanied by the staff and students of the Polish school, we
visited the old Jewish cemetery of Bendin. Our students were
handed tools and began the hard work of cleaning and
documenting the gravestones. Our students worked diligently
cleaning the tombstones and their surroundings, frequently working
enthusiastically with their bare hands. After cleaning the stones,
they documented the writing on each tombstone and lighted a
memorial candle at its feet.

As the sun set, we all met for a quiet ceremony in the center of the
cemetery. From where we stood, we could see the many flickering
lights of the memorial candles near each tombstone. The

ceremony was very moving. Students read the names of the Jews
whose tombstones they had cleaned, the survivor recited “Kadish”
and the ceremony ended with the Jewish anthem of “Hatikva” as
our students called out “Am Israel Chail” Our students’ voices
shook through the forest where the cemetery was located.

My father Yitzhak did not live to partake in our moving experience
or to witness the closure of this circle — he had died five years
earlier.

The Israeli Delegation of Fall 2003 closed the circle which had
been cruelly cut for the high school students of Firstenberg high
School in Bendin in September 1939.

ZAGLEMBIE JEWISH BIRTH, MARRIAGE AND DEATH
RECORDS BECOMING AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET
By: Jeffrey K. Cymbler
Email address: jcymbler@aol.com

Thanks to Jewish Records Indexing — Poland (JRI-Poland), a not
for profit organization, Zaglembie Jewish vital records (births,
marriages and deaths) are now being made available for
researchers on the Internet. Copies of some of these records will
also soon be available for ordering from the Polish State Archives
in Katowice through JRI-Poland’s website.

In 1808 civil registration began in the Zaglembie area of Poland.
Not every town and village kept their own records. Until the end of
the 19™ Century, Jewish birth, marriage and death records were
recorded only in Bendin and Kromolow. Generally speaking, birth,
marriage and death records for people living in what are today
Czeladz, Dabrowa Gornicza and Sosnowiec were recorded in
Bendin. Records for Zawierce were recorded in Kromolow.

As each shtetl in Zaglembie grew larger and became an
independent municipality, separate record keeping started in that
town. Thus, separate records exist for Czeladz from 1929,
Dabrowa Gornicza from 1911, Sosnowiec from 1901,
Strzemieszyce Wielkie from 1931, Siewierz from 1930, Slawkow
from 1904, Poreba from 1937 and Zawiercie from 1882.

All of these records were civil records which were maintained and
kept in the local government office. These records were not
destroyed in the Holocaust. Generally speaking, if the record
books are over 100 years old, they can be found at the Polish
State Archives branch in Katowice. Records that are less than 100
years old will be found in the city hall (urzad stanu cywilnego).

The goal of JRI-Poland is to create a searchable on-line
database of the indexes of Jewish records from Poland. The_

JRI-Poland database now includes indices to more than 2
million records from more than 350 towns in Poland.

Extracts of the Bendin records for the years 1826-1859 are now
available for research on JRI-Poland's website:
http://www.jewishgen.org/jri-pl. These records have been fully
extracted. Birth records include the name of the child, parents’
names and ages, and place of birth. Marriage records include
names of bride and groom, ages, parents’ names, and place of
marriage. Death records include name and age of deceased and
parents’ names. Soon | will be starting a fundraising campaign to
raise money to pay for the indexing of the post-1859 Bendin
indexes. Once sufficient monies are raised JRI-Poland will be able
to put these Bendin indexes on the Internet. For more information
about how to obtain post-1859 Bendin birth, marriage and death
records, please contact me.

JRI has recently begun to obtain the indexes to the Sosnowiec vital
records. Before these records can be made available on the
internet, we need to raise money to pay for the photocopying of the
index pages and the data entry of the indexing. If you are
interested in records from Sosnowiec, please contact me.

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of any birth, marriage or
death record from Zaglembie, please contact me regarding the
ordering procedure.

For more information on researching your family tree in
Zaglembie please visit the Zaglembie website:
http://iww.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org/Zaglembie/Zaglembie. htm.

-
Deawr Mr. Alew Zachy

father,
appreciation.

heritage.

eager and interested
activity that may lead to fulfill our hopes and goals .
Please , receive our best congratulations again .

With warm regards,
Abrahoanw Greevw

Chairman of the Israeli Zaglembie organization

On behalf of the Israeli Zaglembie organization and its board let
me send you our best wishes for your recent nomination as the
Chairman of the New York Fraternal Order of Bendin-Sosnowicer
Society. We hope that you will maintain the successful way of your
as we remember him with very deep feelings of

We do hope that one of your important goals as the new chairman
will be the cooperation between our organizations towards our
mutual goals, to preserve and maintain the holy memory of our

I'm sure that together, we can support and contribute to each other,
especially by and with the second and third generations , who are

to take part and initiate any program or

)
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Deawr Fellow Zaglembians,

Ever since the establishment of the organization, one of major aims
has been to draw members of the second and third generations
into our activities.

Over the years, a small group of second generation members has
taken an active role in various areas of the organization's
operations. This was sufficient, as long as there were enough
active members who were Holocaust survivors.

Unfortunately, this situation is gradually changing as the number of
survivors among our members is slowly dwindling. This year, three
senior members of our organization passed away, may they rest in
peace. This only intensifies the need for members of the next
generations to replace them. Indeed, a new group of younger
members have recently assumed an active role in the organization.

We hope that the new active members will rejuvenate our ranks
and find expression in boosting areas which had limited activities
until now: culture, computerization, contacts with Zaglembians
overseas, etc. One of the first acts of this group of members was to
organize Tu B’Shvat celebrations. This was a very successful
endeavor, and very different from our past celebrations.

We warmly welcome our new active members and wish them much
success. Their success is the success of the organization and all
its members.

This Newsletter is Newsletter No 14, which means that it has been
published for seven years. | believe that | am expressing the
sentiments of our readers if | say that the Newsletter has achieved
the aims it assumed: to provide information on organization
activities and members, to be a means of expression for issues
relating to the Holocaust in general and the Holocaust of
Zaglembian Jews in particular, to provide details of contacts with
various institutions in the Diaspora, including Zaglembian
institutions in Poland, among others.

On the matter of distribution, our mail distribution is dependent on
up to date details of our members and their addresses. We kindly
ask all members to inform us of any change in address. Outside
Israel, the newsletter is distributed in two ways: In places where
Zaglembian Jews are organized, such as New York, Toronto,
Montreal and Paris, we send quantities of Newsletters to the
appropriate individuals for distribution among members. For
members who live far from these areas, we send a copy of the
newsletter directly to members’ addresses.

We have recently received an approach from the Holocaust
Museum in Washington DC. They wish to assume the task of
distributing our newsletter to all Zaglembian Jews in the US and
Canada, whose addresses appear on their lists. Since we do not
know how comprehensive and up to date their list is, we decided to
distribute this newsletter both through the Washington Holocaust
Museum and directly to the addresses we have.

In any case, the approach from the Washington Museum is not
only an effective solution for the distribution of the newsletter in
North America, it is also an expression of esteem towards the
Zaglembie Newsletter distributed among Jews in the US and
Canada.

I would like to use this opportunity to appeal to all Zaglembians in
Israel and abroad to write and send us articles of their memoairs,
their families and their communities as well as any activities
relating to Zaglembie in the past and present. Texts may be
submitted in English, Hebrew, Yiddish or Polish. We will do our
best to publish all appropriate materials, and thank you in advance
for your efforts.

Wishing you all a Happy and Kosher Passover,

Abraham Green — Chairman of Zaglembie world organization

Coming The Full Circle
Ort Kiryat Bialik High School Trip to Bendin
By Yonaht Borenstein

We entered the gates of the Bendin High School, formerly the
Firstenberg High School, on October 20" 2003. Almost 150
students of Ort Kiryat Bialik High School, We arrived as part of our
itinerary to Poland, to pay our tributes and respect to the memory
of the Jewish victims of the Holocaust from Bendin.

Our visit to the high school closed a 60 years oid circle, when my
father, blessed his memory, Yitzhak Rosenberg, was forced to
leave high school when the Second World War broke out after only
two years of studies, together with his three older brothers and
sisters: Mordechai, Zahava and Naomi.

The visit to the Bendin High School had begun one year earlier. In
October 2002, two of Yitzhak's grandchildren, my son Lior and his
cousin Eran, participated in a delegation to Poland. Their itinerary
did not include Bendin but Lior and Eran refused to return to Israel
without a visit to their grandfather's childhood home. After many
pleadings, the trip administrator allowed them to travel to Bendin,
tour the city, say Kadish and light a memorial candle at the foot of
the memorial for the synagogue which no longer existed. All the
participants of their tour were deeply touched by their experiences
in Bendin and the school administration decided to adopt the city
as a memorial site to be visited by all future school delegations.

| was also moved by Lior and Eran's enthusiasm and shortly
afterwards, decided to join the first training course for psychologists
accompanying youth delegations to Poland, under the auspices of
“Yad Vashem.” And so, in October 2003, | joined the delegation of
the Ort Kiryat Bialik High School to my father's home town, as a
psychologist.

All the Polish students and their teachers of the high school were
there to welcome the Israeli delegation. After a short ceremony at
the school auditorium for a short ceremony, the Israeli and Polish
students split up into small discussion groups. Most of the
discussions were moving and positive conversations, and only a
minority of these tinged with anti-Semitic remarks.
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The Jewish Cemetery in Bendin

At the same time, the Polish school staff and representatives of the
municipality met with an Israeli team comprised of counselors,
teachers and other escorts. Greetings and compliments were
exchanged and the story of my father symbolized the significance
of our visit, for the members of the Israeli team as well as for our
Polish hosts, who took great pains in providing us with a warm
welcome.

Mr. Dov Shidiovsky, the municipal representative, invited us to tour
the city. We visited the street where my father lived, Kolontia Street
at no. 41, and the place where his house has stood, before it was
destroyed in the war. We then visited the ancient fortress and the
city church and finally, the hill where the synagogue had stood. The
synagogue memorial was at the foot of this hill. We conducted a
very emotional memorial service there and a member of our
delegation recited the “Kadish” prayer. We lit memorial candles
after listening to the story of the night the synagogue was burned.



Yad Vashem Inaugurated Visitors Center

On Monday, October 20, 2003 Yad Vashem held an inauguration
ceremony to mark the completion of the new Entrance Complex of
which the Visitors center is part.

The Visitors Center was built through the generosity of David and
Fella Shapell of Los Angles. David and Fella Shapell are long time
supporters of the State of Israel and Yad Vashem. The Ministry of
Tourism provided further assistance.

The Shapell family originated in Wolbrom.

Attending the ceremeny : Minister of Defense, Shaul Mofaz; donors
David and Fella Shapell and family, Director-General of the
Ministry of Tourism, Aharon Domb; Chairman of Yad Vashem
Directorate, Avner Shalev and Principle Architect Mrs. Irit Kohavi.
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The Shapell family at the inauguration of Yda Vashem’s Visitors Center

On September 15, 2003, at Yad Vashem an unveiling ceremony for
the Benefactors’s wall was held in tribute to the major past and
present benefactors of Yad Vashem. Their names have been
engraved on a wall in Yad Vashem’s Entrance Plaza.

Their efforts have furthered Yad Vashem's activities towards
holocaust commemoration and remembrance and have helped
prepare Yad Vashem for perpetuating the memory of the Holocaust
to future generations.

Participating at the ceremony : Leader of the Opposition, Shimon
Peres MK; Chairman of Yad Vashem Directorate, Avner Shalev;
and donors Josef Wilf, Chairman of “Yad Vashem 2001” from the
US; architect David Azrieli from Israel and Cheryl Lifshitz-Skura,
young Leadership delegate, American Society for Yad Vashem.
The Skura family originated in Sosnowiec.
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We wish you all

Zaglembie World Organization
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