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Drogi Panie Przewodniczacy Green, Drogi Panie Yahalomi, Pani Kantor,
Pani Wolfowicz, P. Klaiman, P. Tumer, P. Raich, P. Grauer...
Przepraszam, chcialbymu wszystkich wymieni¢, ale wybaczcie mi,
organicze sie do stow:

DRODZY NASI PRZYJACIELE!

W imieniu zarzadu — Zaglebiowskiego Centrum Kultury Zydowskiej z
siedzjbg w Bedzinie — pragne goraco podzigkowaé za wizyte na terenie
Zaglebia.

Osobiscie, chciatbym podzigkowaé Wam za chwile wzruszenia, ktére
towarzyszyty mi podczas spotkania na terenie obozu Auschwiz—Birkenau.
Byta to moja kolejna wizyta na terenie obozu, jednak dzieki wam
wszystkim — pierwsza, kt6rg przezylem bardzo emocjoalnie, a patrzac

na tych posréd was ktérzy przezyli — wyrazatem swoj wewnetrzny podziw
dla waszej woli zycia i checi przetrwania.

Chce, abyscie wyjezdzajac oraz bedac juz w Izraelu pamietali o nas (ale o
to chyba moge by¢ spokojny) i czesto do nas wracali.

Pamigtajcie, opuszczajac nasz wspéiny Bedzin, Sosnowiec, Stawkéw,
Czeladz, Dabrowe Gorniczg — nasze Zaglebie zostawiacie juz swoich
dawnych przyjaciét i nowych, kiérzy zawsze przyjmg was z
serdecznoscig.

Cieszg sig, ze byliscie, jestescie | wierze, ze bedziecie z nami, oczekujac
kolejnego spotkania. Méj Dziadek — przed wojng dyrektor gimnazjum im
B. Prusa, radny miasta Sosnowca, zostat zamorodowany w obozie Gusen
na terenie Austrii, w ramach wyniszczania polskiej inteligencji. Wielu
cztonkéw mojej rodziny stracifo zycie w okresie okupacji hitlerowskiej.
Tragiczne losy naszych rodzicow, dziadkéw sg wspélne. Okupacja
zabrata mi mozliwo$¢ poznania, przytulenia sie do dziadka.

Wy, ktorzy przezyliscie, teraz bedac w sedziwym wieku staliscie sie
chociaz na te pig¢ dni moimi ukochanymi dziadkami.

Dziekuje ...

Jeszcze raz z catego serca dziekuje za zywa historie ktérg przywiezliscie
ze soba, a ktéra pozwoli nam jeszece raz | jeszcze mocniej zwigzaé
nasze dwa narody.

Toda Raba!

Dziekuje!

27N 1272 171 PTIA NP PYI DOPYI MAN RPN M0 - FPONTTY DTN
TP2NZIT INEY J¥ NINND 1PN PN D220 DIFWINN .1rnsata TN
Adam Shidlowski - the head of the Culture and Ceremonies department at
the Bendin municipality and the chairman of the Jewish Culture Center in
Zaglembie. He was particularly instrumental in organizing this tour.

TI2023F YN ZY XM T PTI NI TN IPINK 970 918 yon
Roman Goczol - head of the educational department at the Bendin
municipality and an all time friend of the Zaglembie world organization

Wojkowice, 21 kwietnia 2003 roku

Szanowny Pan
Abraham Green

Z zainteresowaniem przyjatem informacje o nadaniu jednej z ulic w Tel Avivie
imienia Zydoéw Zagtebia. To z calg pewnoscia wazne wydarzenie potwierdzajace
preine dziatanie organizacji, kidrg Pan kieruje. Zawsze z uwaga czytam polskie
i angielskie teksty pojawiajace sie na famach Waszego pisma. Z boélem przyjatem
informacje o $mierci Pana Saula Szternfelda. Mialem przyjemnos$¢ zetkna¢ sie z nim
kilkakrotnie w Polsce i w lzraelu. Do dzisiaj wspominam serdeczne przyjecie, jakie
spotkato mnie i mlodziez przebywajacg na Paristwa zaproszenie w lzraelu w 1995
roku. Pan Szternfeld wraz z przyjaciéimi. z oddaniem zorganizowat wowczas nasz
pobyt w Hajfie. W zwigzku z tg smutng wiadomoscia, ktdra dotarta do mnie dopiero
po kitku miesigcach, prosze przyjat stowa szczerego wspdiczucia. Lacze sig rowniez
w smutku z rodzing Pana Szternfeld{.

Dotarta do mnie wiadomo$¢ tym razem radosniejsza o przyjezdzie w sierpniu
grupy zydowskiej do Polski, a zwtaszcza do Bedzina. Ciesze sie z mozliwosci
kolejnego spotkania. Sadzac z zainteresowania w naszym Urzedzie Miejskim Waszg
wizyta w Zaglebiu, wydaje mi sie, ze bedzie ona bardzo udana.

Jeszcze raz dzigkuje Panu, Pani Blance oraz wszystkim znajomym
ze Zwigzku Zydéw Zaglebia za pamieé. Zycz¢ wszelkie] pomy$inosci i duzo zdrowia.
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The mayor of Slawkow at the reception at the Karczma
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Po powrocie do Izraela, delegacja Zydow
Zagiebia — trzy pokolenia - skiada
podziekowanie Wojewodzie Slaskiemu, p.
Lechostawowi Jarzebskiemu, oraz
Prezydentom i Burmistrzom za serdeczng
goscine i uczestnictwo w uroczystym
wieczorze na zakonczenie wizyty.

Zwiazek Zydow Zagtebia

BEDZIN
e L ox

/ racam sig uprzejmg prosbg o dostarczenie informacii jezeli to
mozliwe na temat pobytu badz spadkobiercéw poszczegoinych
osob pochodzacych z Bedzina :

1. Hendel - syn Jakdba z Rynskich, malz Landau - ul.
Saczewskiego 13

2. Fiszel Rozalia z Najmandow zona Wolfa — ul. Kottgtaja 46

f

Adam Szydlowski /
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BEDZIN, CZELADZ:

Kadlsz za przodkow

Joseph Ralh, ktéry pierwszy raz .od waojny przybyl na grob
swego dziadka, odczytal inskrypcje macewy | przekazal

Ja wnukowi.

Prawle 70 czlonkéw Swiato-
wego Zwigzku Zydow Zagle-
bia mieszkajqcych w USA.

lzraeluy | Kanadzie przyjechato
wezora] na groby przodkow.
Okazjg byla 60. rocznica likwi-
dacji getta bedzifiskiego. -

- Tu lea nasi pradziadkowie |
dziadkowie. Niestety, nasi rodzi-
ce zgingli winmych warunkach i
nie majg mogil - powiedzial na
cmentarzu w Czeladzl wzruszo-
ny Abraham Green, przewodni-
czacy zwiazku.

Wiele najstarszych osab odwie-
dzilo cmentarz pierwszy raz od
zakoriczenia wojny. Jedni plaka

li. inni modiili sle, jeszeze inni
opowiadali rodzinne historie
wnukom. Jednym z nich byt 79-
letni Joseph Raih z Tel-Awiwu,
ktary 2 trudem odezytal napis
na macewie, - Wanie znala-
zlem grob mojego dziadka. Uro-
dzilem sie szesé miesiecy po je-
go Smiercl. Napis jest zatarty.
ale i tak przeczytatem, Ze byl na-
uczycielem | wielkim rabinem,
ktdry napisal ponad sto ksiag
refigiinych. W demu mam dwie z
nich - méwit lamang polszezy-
zng uradowany Joseph Raih.
W Bedzinie z kolei odbyla sie
uroczystosé przed kosciotem
Sw. Trdjey. To dzieki proboszczo-

wi, ksiedzu Zawadzkiemu, ita-
ryw 1939 . nie wahal sie otwo-
rzy¢ bramy koscielnej, aby
umozliwié Zydom ucleczke
przed hitlerowcami, wiglu z nich
uszto z Zyciem,

- Pamietam, jakby to bylo
wezora). Niemey podpalili syna-
goge i domy. Zaczeli do wszyst-
kich strzelac. Bylem ranny. ale
dobieglem tutaj - opowiadal lc-
chak Turner, jeden z uratowa-
nych Zydow.

Wezoraj doszlo do niezwykdego
zdarzenia, Mieszkajacy w USA
87-letni Zygmunt Sztrochlic
spotkat sie z Anng 3ialv - cdr-
ka swego pr7viaciela sprzed
wiojny, doktora Czestawa Biale-
£0. - Ojciec czesto rozmawiat z
ludZmi ze swojego pokolenia o
radzinle Sztrochlic. Nie wiedzia-
famw jakim kortekscie, bo uro-
dzitam sig juz po likwidacji get-
ta. Dopiero teraz dowiedziatam
sie, ze nasze rodziny taczyla
przyjain - mdwita ze lzami w
oczach Anna Biay.

Wizyta Zydaw w Zgatebiu po-
trwa do czwartku. Dzis$ goscie
odwiedzg dawne fydowskie
dzielnice Sesnowca, & wieczo-
rem spotkajg sie z ambasado-
rem lzraela Szewachem Weis-
sem. m Ps

87-letnl Zygmunt Sztrochlic (z prawej) w holdzle swej
rodzinle zagazowane] w Oswigcimiu Brzezince
ufundowal tablice pamigthowa,

gazela
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Katowice

Zobacza,
= gas
gdzie zylismy
— 60) lat od likwidacji be-
dzinskiego getta to smutna
rocznica, ale cieszymy sig,
e migjsea, gdzie zylismy,
zobaczy nasze wnuki. Trze-
cie pokolenie od czasow Ho-
locaustu zapamigta, Ze w Za-
glgbiu sq nasze korzenie
- mowili wezoraj sedziwi
Zydzi przy pomniku upa-
migtniajacym spalong przez
Niemcow bedzinskg synago-
g¢. Tymczasem ich wnuki
i prawnuki pozowaly do pa-
migytkowych zdjec na zboczu
zamkowego wzgorza. Tutaj
podezas drugiej wojny swia-
towej gingly ich rodziny.
WIG

Wiecej-5.2, 3

Podroz do korze

1 1 sierpnia rankiem czeladzki kirkut obudzily slowa modlitwy za

zmarlych. Kadiszem i zloZeniem wiericow na grobach Zydzi
z Izraela i USA, niegdysiejsi mieszkancy Zagiebia, rozpoczeh kil-
kudniowa podrdz sentymenialn%sFadaml sweqo dziecifstwa i mfo-
dosci. Wezoraj przedstawiciele Swiatowego Zwigzku Zydow Za-
glebia z Izraela oraz 23 osobowa delegacja ze Standw Zjed-
noczonych odwiedzila Bedzin. Oczywiscie nie moglo za-
braknac Abrahama Grina, przewodniczacego §Z77 oraz
Zygmunta Strochlitza, mieszkanca Bedzina urodzonego
w 1917 r i ocalalego z holocaustu,

W Bedzinie wszyscy spolkali sig kolo pomnlka postawione-
gn na miejscu spalone] przez Niemeow synagogi. Dalsza dro-
ga przybylych prowadzita przez miejsca nadal pozostajace
dla bedzinskich Zydow otwartymi ranami. W dawnym domu
Strochlitzow przy ul. Potockiego 6 adslonieto tahlice, kidra
fundator Zygmunt Strochlitz poswiecil swej rodzinie zamordo-
wanej w Oswiecimiu- Brzezince. Obecnie, w tym budynku
miesci sie siedziba Z0Z. Druga tablica zostata odsfonie-
ta przy ulicy Podzameze 26 na budynku dawnego
szpitala dla ludnosci zydowskle|. Nastepnie dawni
mieszkaricy Zagtehia podazyli szlakiem Gim-
nazjum im. Fuestenberga (obecne LO im.
Stanistawa Wyspiariskiego), sierocirica
(leraz. Powistowy Szpital Dzieciecy
przv ul. Sienkiewicza), szkofy im.
Rapaporta przy ul. Krakowskiej i ,
(d% Szkol ap F‘):) it g 5){ Przed pomnikiern Abraham Grin, ,c.uzewodmaztacy 5&'_"2
Ostatnim stapem bedzinskisj podrozy byto getlo na Warpiu, akonkret- 1 na Modrzejowie, zajrza takze na centralne ulice miasta: |
nie Kamionka", gdzie miescila sie komenda grupy powstariczej. Tam | Modizejowsk. W srode goscie z izraela | USA najpienw zlo:
rozegral sie koncowy dramat bedzinskich Zyddw. ce przy pamniku na miejscu spalone] synagogi w Czeladzi, a

Dzisiaj, 12 sierpnia, delegacie zydowskie odwiedzaja Sosnpwiec.  Nie odwiedza Dabrowe Gomicza i wybiorg sie Zawiercia ha te
Poranne skladanie wiericow przy Pomniku Bracl Korzuch na Sroduli 200 getla. Podrdz sentymentaing zakoricza w Stawkowie, 2
rozpocznie sentymentaing podrdz na terenie siolicy Zaglebia. Dawni  uroczystosci odbeda sig kolo pomnika pamigei ofiar przejsch
mieszkaricy regionu odwiedza m.in. cmentarze przy ul. Gospodarczej  most nad Przemsza,

e ma g mriieh

lechak Turner nie mogh |
ukryé wzruszenia, gdy |
wszedt do hedzinsklego
kosciola. W czasie ;
wojny tutejszy ksiadz :
uratowal mu zycie.

Wycieczka
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Yitzhak Turner and his grandson at the
father Zawadzki' s church



Dulag, still stands and has a commemorative plaque on the exterior wall.
Other sites to visit in Sosnowiec are the Lieberman school and the Jewish
hospital.

The great synagogue in Sosnowiec was built in 1894 on ul. Dekerta. It
was bumed by the Nazis on September 9, 1939. Other synagogues
existed on ul. Wiejska and Targowa # 11 and there was a mikvah at
Rynek #6. There are no memorial plaques for these sites.

Zawiercie

The synagogue building in Zawiercie built in 1880 on ul. Marszakowska
still stands. Today it is an auto parts store. There is no plaque on the wall.
The Zawiercie cemetery on ul. Daszynskiego is probably one of the best
preserved cemeteries in Poland. When | first visited this cemetery in
1986, the caretaker lived in the small house next to the cemetery. This
small building was used to prepare the bodies before burial, The
cemetery, which is next to the Catholic cemetery, was walled and had a
fenced gate. However, because of years of neglect huge bushes and low
growing vegetation made it impossible to penetrate more than two or three
rows behind the path. Thanks to support from Zawiercie survivors
worldwide, four years ago the cemetery was cleaned up to reveal the
hundreds of tombstones that now lie beneath a canopy of trees. In the
rear of the cemetery there is a memorial to mark the location of a mass
grave. In 2000 a book was published by the Immigration Committee of
Zawiercie and Environs in Israel entitled, List of Tombstones Recorded in
the Jewish Cemetery of Zawiercie. This book contains an alphabetical list
of all the tombstones in the cemetery with a numbering scheme. Please
note that if you wish to visit the cemetery you must call the caretaker in
advance to open the gate: Mr. Stanislaw Janiec (tel.) 48-32-6723144.
The Zawiercie cemetery was established in the 1910's. Prior to that time
all Zawiercie Jews were buried in the old cemetery in Kromolow, five
kilometers away. The Kromolow cemetery is located at ul. Piaskowa 29

It has approximately 800 tombstones, some dating back to the early 18th
century. The cemetery is overgrown with bushes and shrubs. Several
years ago a student in Poland photographed each tombstone and wrote a
dissertation on the cemetery in which each epitaph was copied word for
word in Hebrew, the surnames were determined from records in the town
hall and a map was created. This dissertation remains unpublished. For
further information, please contact me.

The Future

The most recent and exciting news from Zaglembie is the establishment of
a Bedzin Jewish cultural center to be housed in a building on Potockiego
Street. The Zagleblowskie Centrum Kultury Zydowskiej z sledziba w
Bedzinie has a website which is under development:

hitp:/Awww jona.republika.pl.

This, not for profit, organization helped set up the many events that the
World Zaglembie Organization delegates participated in on our August
visit. The members of this group appear to be genuinely interested in
preserving the memory of Zaglembie Jewry and should be consulted by
anyone planning to visit Zaglembie. In addition, the world Zaglembie
Jewish community should give thought to assisting this group in its work.
It should also be noted that the Zaglembie Museum in Bedzin is
sponsoring a full day symposium in Bedzin on September 9 entitled "The
Destruction of Zaglembie Jewry." The date of the symposium was set to
coincide with the 64th anniversary of the destruction of the great Bedzin
synagogue. \Visitors to Bedzin should visit the Muzeum Zaglebia w
Bedzinie on ul. Swierczewskiego 15. The museum has a permanent
exhibit on Bedzin Jewry.

For more information on the history of Zaglembie Jewry and tracing
your roots in Zaglembie, please visit my website at
http:llwww.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org!ZagIembielZaglembie.html.

Holocaust Memorial Day

Yom Hashoa 2003

As in every year, a ceremony was held at the Memorial Site in Modiin, the
topic of which was “60 years to the destruction of the Jewish communities
of Zaglembie”. !

60 years ago, on August 1, 1943 the final “Selection” for Zaglembian
Jewry took place — a few hundreds were brutally murdered during the
cruel “Akizia” and thousands were sent to Auschwitz,

On Yom Hashoa, April 29, 2003 Thousands came to Yad Hazikaron - four
generations Zaglembians, ministers, Knesset members, public figures,
senior police officials, soldiers and many guests including youths.

A short military ceremonial drill conducted by a squad of soldiers from a
nearby IDF base was followed by the traditional lit of the torches.

The prayers were chanted by cantor Haim Adler, who conducted the
religious part of the memorial service. “Yizkor was said by ltzhak
Greengrass and “Kadish" by Zvi Landau.

The following persons spoke at the ceremony: Mr. Zevulun Orlev — Social
Affairs Minister, Mr. Shelomo Aharonishkj — Police Insp.-Gen. and Mr.
Abraham Green - chairman of Zaglembie World Organization.

The young choir of Ramat Hachail school cnducted by Gil Weintraub
provided the artistic program

First, second and third generation of Zaglembian Jews participated in
recitations of poetry and prose. The ceremony was conducted by Varda
Greenberg (Tobiash) and Shelomi Karib (Krawinski), both second
generation of Zaglembie.

Yom Hashoa 2003

Personal Commemoration

We remind you that in the Commemoration Valley in the Modiin Memorial
Site, there are still places left for personal commemorations of family
members that were killed in the Holocaust One engraved line of
commemoration in black marble costs 150$. Those who wish to
commemorate their beloved ones can contact the organization.
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Bedzin

The great synagogue which was built in 1881 in Bedzin was burned by the
Nazis on September 9, 1939. The Nazis filled the synagogue with
approximately 200 Jews, most of whom died by Kiddush Hashem. With
the flames surging in the synagogue, many broke windows to escape the
flames. Those that ran out of the synagogue and ran down the hill were
shot. However, those fortunate ones who ran up the hill toward the church
were spared thanks to Father Mieczyslaw Zawadzkiego, the priest, who

opened the gate of the church grounds and allowed the Jews to escape -

onto the church property. Mr. Turner, who was one of the lucky ones to
be saved by Father Zawadzkiego, recounted what happened that fateful
night. Afterwards, in a very touching scene, Mr. Turner's grandson
gingerly placed flowers in front of the plague in memory of Father
Zawadzkiego's righteous deed. The plaque is on the western exterior wall
of the church.

Just below the 14th century castle there is a large monument in the park,
which was erected by the Zaglembie World Organization with the
assistance of the city of Bedzin in memory of the great synagogue that
once stood there. The first Jewish cemetery in Bedzin was established in
the 16th century on Zawala Street. This cemetery was totally destroyed
by the Nazis. Today, there is a mall park where the cemetery once stood.
Unfortunately, as of now there is no memorial to mark the site.

In 1831, there was a cholera epidemic in Bedzin and the old Jewish
cemetery on Zawala Street was quickly filled to capacity. The second
Jewish cemetery was established on the slope of the castle hill
overlooking Podzamcze Street. This cemetery still has several hundred
tombstones; some are in their original places, many are broken and many
are toppled. In addition, it is believed that a few hundred tombstones are
totally buried under dirt which the Nazis dug up when they built a tunnel
through the hill. This fall 150 Israeli high school students together with
high school students from Bedzin plan to visit this cemetery and begin
clearing out some of the tree branches, leaves and rubble that has
covered the area. All of the tombstones have been photographed and, if
funds can be raised, plans are under way to publish a book on this historic
cemetery. For further information, please contact me.

In the later part of the 19th century a third cemetery was established in
Bedzin on Sielecka Steet. Today there is no memory of this cemetery
which has been paved over and now serves as a bus terminal. It should
be noted that this cemetery survived after 1945 but was liquidated by the
Polish authorities in the 1960's.

In the area which was once the Kamionka ghetto in Bedzin there is a
plaque on the wall of the house where the leaders of the Kibbutz Dror
Zionist youth underground were bombed and murdered by the Nazis in
August 1943. It was announced during our visit to Bedzin that the city will
rename a street in honor of the Bedzin ghetto fighters. There were two
Jewish schools in Bedzin, the Furstenberg high school and the Rapoport
school. The principal of the Furstenberg school greeted our group, which

included some former students, with open arms. Upon entry of the
building there is a plaque recounting the building's history.

In 1906, a Jewish hospital for childbirth was built on Podzamcze Street
which was utilized in 1940-43 as a general Jewish hospital. Last month
the World Zaglembie Organization mounted a plague on the building. In
addition, plaques were also erected on the buildings that once housed the
Jewish orphanage and the Rapaport school.

Czeladz

cemetery at ul. Bedzinska 64 to be in a hopeless state with thousands of
tombstones -- many of which were broken, leaning over to their sides or
otherwise toppled to the ground. There was no gate, no wall, no plaque. |
spent hours walking through the cemetery searching for family graves and
found none. Today this cemetery which served both the Czeladz and
Bedzin communities has been restored. There are retaining walls and a
gate. There is a sign and a memorial stone in the back to mark the
common grave of Jews who were murdered by the Nazis. Soon a
comprehensive list of all the tombstones in the cemetery will be prepared.
When | first visited the Jewish cemetery in Czeladz in 1986, | found the |
have had all of the tombstones in this cemetery photographed digitally and
| am working on a database to contain all of the names, dates and other
genealogically relevant information contained on the tombstones, If you
wish to volunteer to do data input typing of this information, please contact
me.

The synagogue in Czeladz once stood on the slope of the hill where the
large Catholic church still stands. The synagogue, which was built in the
19th century, was dismantled brick by brick by the Nazis. Today, thanks
to both the Zaglembie World Organization and the city of Czeladz there is
a monument in Polish and Hebrew to commemorate the site.

Dabrowa Gornicza

The site of the former cemetery has approximately 20 tombstones lying on
the ground behind the memorial stone. The great synagogue in Dabrowa
still stands on the corner of ul. Szopena and ul. Okrzei and is used today
as a warehouse. As of today there is no memorial plaque to remember
this building. There is a plaque in commemoration of the ghetto in
Strzemieszyce Wilekie on the wall at Gruszczynskiego 8. The Jewish
cemetery in Dabrowa Gornicza at ul. Wolka 5 was established in 1929.
Prior to then Dabrowa Jews were buried in Bedzin and Czeladz.
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At the Flirestenberg gymnasium in Bendin

Slawkow

The synagogue building in Slawkow built in 1896 stands at ul. Kilifiskiego
10. A commemorative plaque has been placed on the exterior wall. The
Slawkow museum located in the Rynek (market square) has a small
exhibit on Slawkow Jewry that is worth seeing.

The Jewish cemetery in Slawkow, which also served the Jewish
community in Strzemieszyce (now part of Dabrowa Gornicza), is actually
located near Boleslaw at Krzykawka 139. This cemetery is well preserved
having been renovated several years ago by private funding. A team of
scholars in Poland is planning to publish a book on this cemetery which
will include photos of all the tombstones, a list of graves and a map.

Near the cemetery there was a small bridge over the Przemsza River.
When the war broke out many Jews from Zaglembie fled eastward hoping
to escape the German invasion. When the German forces overcame the
fleeing civilians, people began to return westward to their homes in
Zaglembie. The bridge over the Przemsza River near Slawkow was
bombed and many Jews were shot by the Nazis as they tried to cross the
river in September 1939. Their bodies were buried in unmarked graves in
the Slawkow cemetery. A new monument was unveiled in August to
commemorate the spot where the first mass shootings of Jews occurred in
Zaglembie.
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Sosnowiec

Today's city of Sosnowiec comprises what prior to the 20th century
included, among others, the towns of Modzejow and Milowice. There is
an old cemetery in Modzejow at ul. Niwka Pastewna which dates back to
the middle of the 19th century. Thanks to support from Modzejow
survivors worldwide this cemetery has been restored and there is an iron
gate protecting the cemetery. This year a list of the graves in the
cemetery was prepared. Near the cemetery a synagogue once stood on
ul. Boznicza which means synagogue street.

In 1894 a cemetery was established on ul. Gospodarcza 1 in Sosnowiec.
This cemetery is next to the Catholic cemetery. Unfortunately, over the
years many of the tombstones were vandalized and stolen. A few
hundred stones remain and the cemetery was cleaned up and renovated
last year thanks to the Zaglembie World Organization. This year a list of
the graves in the cemetery was prepared. The city of Sosnowiec has
agreed to maintain the upkeep of the cemetery.

A third cemetery once existed in the Milowice area of Sosnowiec at ul.
Stalowa. This cemetery has been totally destroyed. There is one grave
left and the foundations of many tombstones. The cemetery is now a field
near an area where local residents have vegetable gardens. There is no
plaque or sign.

Today the Srodula area of Sosnowiec is a neighborhood with many high
rise apartment buildings. In 1943 Srodula was the ghetto where tens of
thousands of Jews from Sosnowiec and other areas of Zaglembie were
confined. After the Kamionka ghetto in Bedzin was liquidated, the
remaining Jews were sent to Srodula. The Zaglembie World Organization
with the assistance of the city of Sosnowiec has erected a large
monument to commemorate this site. In addition, near the memorial, the
city of Sosnowiec has named a plaza in memory of two Jewish Sosnowiec
underground resistance fighters, Boleslaw and Jozef Kozuch.

The pre-war Jewish trade school in Sosnowiec was used by the Nazis as
a processing center where Jews were sent to Auschwitz and other work
camps throughout Poland and Germany. This building, known as the
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Dear Friends and Fellow Zaglembiang,

In our previous issue of the Zaglembie newsletter, we announced the
planning of the coming “Refurn to Roots” tour of Zaglembie, to
commemorate 60 years of the destruction of the ghettos.

We promised - and we have kept our promise.

On Friday, the day following Tishea Be'Av, after reciting Kadish near the
tombstone at the Nahalat Yitzhak cemetery, our delegation of 47 |eft for
Zaglembie. The group was a diverse one — 29 members of the first
generation, as well as 17 of the second generation Zaglembians (one
came from US), and 9 of the third generation, included 13 and 14 year
olds.

We spend out Shabbat in Krakow and on Sunday morning left for
Auschwitz. The visit was a very difficult one, especially for members of our
group who were there for the first time. Ms. Olexy, the Auschwitz Museum
administrator, made it easy for us and permitted the use of a bus to
Birkenau, where we also saw the photograph museum, including the
photos of Zaglembie Jews, especially from Bendin.

We devoted 4 days to tour Zaglembie.

We spent the first day in Bendin, where we were joined by a group of over
20 members of the Strochlitz family of the US. We began, as we often, at
the cemetery at Czeladz. We said a prayer near the mass grave, and
placed our wreaths and wreaths on behalf of the Poles. Members of the

At the Fiirstenberg Gymnasium, we were warmly greeted by Ms. Orfich,
the school's principal. We also visited the “Sierociniec” - the Jewish
orphanage, Rapoport Schooi and ended at Kamionka, At each stop,
wreaths were placed and memorial recitations were made.

We ended our emotional visit at Bendin with a promise from the Poles that
one of the streets in the ghetto area would be named after the ghetto
heroes.

On the second day, we started our tour at the memorial which was
constructed on the location of the destroyed Synagogue in Katowiec. We
continued from there to Sosnowiec for the entire day.

Speeches were made and wreaths laid at the Kozuch Brother Square at
Srodula. We visited the cemeteries at Gospodarcza and Modzejow,

which functioned as a “‘Dulag”, the Jewish Hospital and a general tour of
the city.

Our third day was devoted to the small town communities. After visiting
the memorial at the Czeladz synagogue, we continued to the memorial at
the Dombrowa cemetery and to Zawiercie, where We visited the Jewish

area and the cemetery. From there we continued to Slawkow to see the
memorial at the Przemsza Bridge where 38 Jews were murdered at the
beginning of the war, and to the cemetery where the victims were buried.
We ended our tour at OId “Karczma”, where we received a warm welcome
from the Mayor of Slawkow. In attendance was also Israel's ambassador
to Poland, Mr. Shevach Weiss.

At night, we had a festive dinner, accompanied by a musical program, at
our hotel. Among the 90 guests were high ranking Polish officials,
including the head of the province (Wojewoda) who attended with his wife,
the Mayors of Zaglembie cities, the Israeli Ambassador, as well as new
and veteran city activists.

| welcomed all the guests on behalf of the Jews of Zaglembie and thanked
the district and local authorities for their part in commemorating the Jews
of Zaglembian, taking care to note what remains to be accomplished

evening.

On the remaining days, we visited the ghetto area in Warsaw, the
Synagogue, cemetery and the Old City.

We completed a very successful tour, which attracted considerable
coverage in the Polish press. We hope that the trip will be an example for
many Back to Roots trips in the future.

This year, three senior active members of our organization passed away:
Shaul Sternfeld, Binyamin Gilad and Shalom Herztberg, may they rest in
peace. It is sad that the number of our active members from the Holocaust
generation is slowly decreasing, which underlines our need for the
younger generations to grasp the reins.

In our recent trip to Zaglembie, it was clear that second and third
generation members could be counted on. | would like to use this
opportunity to invite out youngsters to be active in the organization — their
reward would be not only to ensure continuity, but to provide a significant
reinforcement to the organization.

I would like to end with hope that the previous year and its curses has
ended and made way for the new year and its blessings.

Shana Toval A b-r Gr

Chairman of the Zaglembie World Organization

A RETURN VISIT TO ZAGLEMBIE - A TRAVELOGUE
By Jeffrey K. Cymbler

In 1986 | made my first trip to Poland and to Zaglembie in search of my
roots. In 1986, except for the surviving, neglected and unprotected
Jewish cemeteries which were in a terrible state of disrepair, there was no
hint or remembrance that Zaglembie once had a thriving Jewish
population of approximately 100,000 Jews. Since then | have returned to
Zaglembie on several occasions angd | have Successfully traced my
family's roots back to the 18th century.

In August 2003, | was fortunate to participate in the Zaglembie World

I
information to set up their own itineraries for visiting the historic and holy
Jewish sites in Zaglembie.

Auschwitz

In the former Sauna building in the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum there is a
New permanent exhibit of a portion of the 2400 pre-Holocaust
photographs of Jews from Zaglembie that miraculously survived in
Auschwitz. A book entitled, Before They Perished - Photographs

Also in Birkenau are the remnants of Crematoria 2, which | first learned
from the Holocaust survivors who participated on the tour, is the final
resting place of the ashes of most Jews from Zaglembie.
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Shoshana Yofe (To the house of Patchnik of Sosnowiec ) at Auschwitz



Who Knows? Who Remembers?
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Holocaust Memorial Day 2003 - Yad Hazikaron of Zaglembie Martyrs in Modiin

September, 2003

Zaglembie World Organization

Wishing you a Wonderful New Year
filled with health, and inner peace!
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Zaglembie World Organization, 23 Frishman St., Tel Aviv 63561, Israel
For contributions: Bank Leumi of Israel, Branch No. 802, account No. 98084/48

E-mail: yonakobo @ netvision.net.il



