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Ella Libermann-Shiber

About The Collection

On the Edge of the Abyss
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Ella Liebermann — Shiber was released from Nazi captivity on May
1945 near Hamburg, Germany. She was 17 years old, very thin, and
clad only in a striped prison garment. She says of herself that she was
concerned with one thing alone — the urge to draw, to bear witness.

Her collection of 93 sketches — On the Edge of the Abyss - bears
graphic testimony to the horrors she witnegsed.

She was born in Berlin. Her ordeal began in 1938, when her family
was forced to leave Berlin and reached Bendin in Poland. With the
Germans invaded Poland her family found herself in the ghetto.

On August 1943 Bendin was declared “Judenrein”. Ella was sent
together with her family to Auschwitz. Her father and brothers were
sent to their death. Her mother and she survived, thanks to her artistic
talent. She painted portraits for the Germans. On January 1945 Ella
and her mother set out on the westbound “death-march” to Germany.
They survived the march and were released on May 1945.

The uninterrupted flow of drawings created by Ella during the years

immediately following her liberation was the beginning of a process of

rehabilitation, a process of return to life.

Ella Liebermann married Emanuel Shiber, ammived in Isragl in 1948 and
made her home in Haifa.

Her paintings are collected in Auschwitz museum, in Poland, in “Yad
Vashem"” and in “Ghetto Fighters House”, in Israel.

Her paintings are dedicated to the memory of her loved ones perished
during the holocaust : her father Yehoshua, her brothers Alex and
Leo, and the rest of the family, and to all other Jewish victims as well.
Ella Liebermann — Shiber passed away in 1998.

May her soul rest in peace.
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Pan
Emanuel Shiber
| 10 L. Pasteurstr.
| PANSTWOWE Haifa - 35431
| MUZEUM
OSWIECIM Lzrael
BRZEZINKA

Wiadomosé o zgonie Pani Elli Liebermann-Shiber, bytej
wigzniarki KL Auschwitz i znakomitej malarki - przekazana przez
p.Emeryke Iwaszko - przyjelismy z wielkim zalem.

Dyrekcja Pafstwowego Muzeum w Oswigcimiu oraz pracownicy prosza
| o przyjecie wyrazaw glebokiego wspélezucia.

| Osoba Pani Liebermann zachowata si¢ w naszej pamigci
| niezwykle milo z bezposredniego kontaktu podczas Jej pobytu z Mezem
i Rodzing w Muzeum o$wdgcimskim w maju ubieglego roku. Pozostanie
| w naszej pamieci jako osoba wrazliwa i skromna, a zarazein o wielkich
! osiagnigciach twérczych, wnoszacych ogromny wkiad w upamigtnianie
tragedii obozéw koncentracyjnych i propagowanie Holocaustu poprzez
sziuke.

DYREKTOR
Z wyrazami szacunku
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< Emmanuel Shiber, Ella’s husband and her children donated
several hundreds of copies of the Album — “On the Edge of
the Abyss” to our organization, which will make its best efforts
to ensure jts dissemination among various bodies for the
worthy commemoration of Ella Liebermann- Shiber and the
unique and generous contribution of her family.
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The Memorial Service at the “Sauna” in Birkenau

Dearest grandson...

This letter was sent by Ester and Izi Griengras to their grandson
Tomer, who with his high-school tour visited the Jewish historical sites
and concentration camps in Poland. The leader of the tour decided to
read this letter during the main commemoration in the “Sauna
building” in Auschwitz-Birkenau.

This place serves today as an exhibition of Jewish families
photographs, mostly of the Zaglembie area ,took before and during
the Holocaust.
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February 2002
Dear Friends,
Every year for the past 19 years, the Zaglembie social group of
friends from Miami, Florida come together to continue the legacy and
strengthen the link of our Zaglembie survivors. these dedicated
individuals include:
Max and Marysia Borden
Regina Eisenstein
Rosa Koplovitz
Jack Baigelman
Arnold and Sali Gleitman
This year a dinner dance was held on Feb. 7'“, 2002, at the Beth
Torah Synagogue. As always, the evening opened with the
Hatickvah, followed by greetings and an eloguent speech given by
Rosa Kaplowitz Baigelman. The festive dinner and dancing continued
into the late evening hours.
As the years go by our friendships get stronger and the need to be
connected is always present. We look for every opportunity to share
the memories of our family members who were brutaliy murdered,
cherishing forever and ever their memory. At these gatherings we
also share memories of our youth, our present lives, and our hopes
for a brighter tomorrow for all. When we meet together once again we
feel strong, giving thanks to God for the blessing to celebrate each
others existence. And commitment to Israel is ever lasting.
God Bless You All.
We are happy to contribute for the upkeep of Yad Hazikaron — the
Memorial for Zaglembie Holocaust Victims.
We hope this year will bring peace to Israel, as well as to your dear
families.

Jenny Eisenstein
Bluma Schichter
Jadzia Karol Szychter
Sem Jasny

Zaglembie Social Group of Friends in Miami

March 2002

Deowr Friends of Zaglembie,

We hope this letter will find you in good spirit.

We pray everyday for the safety of our brothers in Israel.

Our hearts go out to you all in friendship and will never stop praying
for a brighten tomorrow.

May God bless you with good health.

Enclosed you will find the donation of $2300.

It is the wish of our Zaglembie Social Group in Miami Florida to
allocate this money for the upkeep of the Yad Hazikaron.

God bless you and the land of Israel.

Youry Sincerely
Jenwy Eisevutein & Regina Essenstein

April 2002
Dear Jenwny and the membery of the Zaglembie
Social group irvv Miami Florida,
Thank you very much for your donations and participation in the up-
keeping of the Yad Hazikaron in Madiin.
The ceremony of the last Holocaust Day took place in Yad Hazikaron
on April 9. In spite of the hard times we experience these days, many
people came to this impressive event. We were honored by the
presence of two of our government officials who felt the importance of

Youry Sincerely
Jenny Eisensteiny & Regina Elservtein

Na tegorocziiym Festiwaly Filmowyn w Cannes rezyser
Roman Polanski otrzymat najbardziej prestizowq nagrode
- Zioig Palmg za swdj film p.t. "Pianista”, nalrecony na
podstawie  autobiograficznej  ksigzli  muzyka i
kompozytora Wiadystawa Szpilmana, opisujacej przezycia
autora  w gelcie Warszawy w czasie  okupacji
hitlerowskiej, zycie w kryjéwee i zupeinie niespodziewane
ocalenie w ruinach Warszawy.

Znany kompozytor i pianista, Wiadyslaw Szpilman, ladry
zwiqzany byl od poczqtkéw swej artystycznej kariery z
Warszawq  jest dzieckiem Sosnowca, gdzie spedzif
dziecinstwo i pierwsze lata miodziericze, w domu przy ulicy
Targowej I8.

Jego sasiad z tej samej kamienicy, izraelski artysta -
malarz Jakub Zim wspomina rodzing Szpilmandw, oraz
dom przy Targowej 18, ktéry nazywa "matym Swiatem”

Jakub Cymberknopf - Zim_

Polski poeta, Maciej Szczawifiski przeprowadzit ze mng
wywiad radiowy w ktérym znalaztem sig przed mikrofonem z
moimi wspomnieniami i wzruszeniami, gdy zjawilem sie sie w
Sosnowcu po 50 latach od opuszczenia mego rodzinnego
miasta, ,

Z yczuciem niepokoju i w wielkim wzburzeniu wspiatem sie w
Jego towarzystwie na trzecie pigtro domu przy ulicy Targowej
18, domu mego dziecinstwa i miodosci.

Stoje pod drzwiami. Pukam. Raz. Drugi. Nikt nie opowiada.
Jakze symbolicznie! Glucha cisza, przerwana retorycznym
pytaniem Macieja: - Jakie ryty chcesz znalezé, co odrysowac,
odbié, co zerwaé w tym miescie, w twoim Sosnowecu, kiedy
nie ma tutaj drzew?!

- Istotnie. Drzewa wyciete. Miasto obce i nieswoje - moje.
Domy. Pomniki. Owiniete wrdzawe bandaze Dzwieki. Gluche
echo przeszioéci, picknej i bogate;.

Tylko rana - blizna po mezuzie na framudze drzwi $wiadczy o
tym, ze mieszkali tutaj Zydzi. Z odrzwi i z odpadajacych z
tynku scian zebratem "$lady palcéw", za pomoca oldwkowej
odbitki na papierze, (frotaz w jezyku sztuki). Ta prosta metoda
umozliwila mi zabranie do domu rzewnego, autentycznego
dowodu z obszaru mojego dziecinstwa.

Wedrowalem ulicami mojego miasta, a obrazy z przeszlogci
Jawity mi sie przed oczami.

Ulica Modrzejowska. Samo serce zydowskiej ludnogci
Sosnowca. Ulica petna koloréw i zapachéw; gwama,
ruchliwa...teraz wyludniona z Zydéw.

Thank you again.

the memory and gave us the confidence that is so needed now

Owr best wishes to-yow

Rina Kahan

Zaglembie World Organigation, Iyrael

Nie ujrzysz ni kapot, ni czamych kaszkietow -"zydowskich
czapek”, aniskromniedtugichspodnicurodziwychzydowskich
corek.

Nie uslyszysz zgietku; konglomeratu jezykéw: jidisz, polski,
gomoslaska gwara polska z niemieckimi wiretami.
A zapachy! Aromat kawy, przypraw, piwa, czosnku, kielbesy,
$wiezego pieczywa, wymieszane z dymem taniej tabaki -
koktajl woni! Zapach gesty i ostry; jednako odpychajacy, co
pociagajacy. .
A na rogu Modrzejowskiej i Targowej - "bajgelmacher” z
koszem obwarzankéw, wykrzykujacy swym ochryplym
glosem: "Bajgetech, gorace bajgelech!" Rozgladasie Pprzy tym
wokoto, czy nie zbliza si¢ policjant, zeby mu skonfiskowaé
towar. I tam, na tym samym miejscu siedzi teraz przekupka,
oferujac ciepte paczki. Jak mocno, jak bardzo bola
wspomnienial
No i jak nie wspomnie¢ "Slodkiej dziurki" - sklepu ze
slodyczami, w ktérym tonal kazdy prosz naszego
kieszonkowego. Co za §wiat - caly éwiat! Zniknal i nie ma go
wigeej.

X X X XX XXX XXX X
Ulica Targowa 18. Dom, w ktérym przyszediem na $wiat i
spedzilem dziecinstwo i mlode lata. Dom - "mikrokosmos” |

zydowskiego Swiata. Mieszkalo w nim ponad 50 rodzin. Zyli, j

tworzyli, pracowali, $wigtowali soboty i dnie $wiateczne.
Smiali si¢. Plakali. Rodziny zamozne obok mniej zamoznych
czy "bogaczy sobotnich" co to caly tydzien nie bardzo mieli co
do garnka wlozy¢, ale oszczedzali na sobotg, zeby $wieta
sobotg uczeié suto zastawionym stolem, jak nakazuje tradycja,
Przy Targowej 18 nie wida¢ teraz na podwérku braci
Feldman, ktérzy zajmowali sie rzemiostem tapicerskim.

I nie wydostaja si¢ dzwieki muzyki Chopina 2 okien rodziny
Szpilman na pierwszym pietrze. Takie wiaénie mieli muzyczne
nazwisko - po zydowsku i po niemiecku Szpilman znaczy
grajek. Rodzina muzykéw. Ojciec byl skrzypkiem, matka
pianistka, a najstarszy syn, Wiadek byl miodym,
zapowiadajacym sie pianista,

Doskonale pamietam oboje Szpilmanéw - rodzicow,
szezegolnie widze w wyobrazni jak przemierzajg dziedziniec
domu udajac sig do swoich zajeé.

Dzieni w dzien ojciec, niewysoki pan, starannie ubrany, z
futeralem ze skrzypcami w reku i Jjego zona, elegancka, ze -
starannym makijazem i z dlugim warkoczem splywajacymna |
plecy. Drobny krok, wyprostowana sylwetka. Zawsze chodzilj -
razem.

Pan Szpilman pracowat w operze w Katowicach, Dodatkowo
NPOIPROIVE TN MY 7Y DN

Dom przy ulicy Targowej 18.

oboje przygrywali na instrumentach w kinie "Zaglebie" przy
wyswietlaniu niemych filméw. Do czasu gdy film dzwigkowy
pozbawit ich tego zajecia.

Niekiedy stycha¢ bylo z okien Szpilamanéw takze i dzwieki
zgrzytliwe. Byly to tony wydobywane z instrumentéw przez
ich poczatkujgych uczniéw. Ja takze mialem sig znalezé wéréd
nich, lecz moja "kariera muzyczna" skonczyla sie nim jeszcze
zdazyla si¢ zaczaé. Bo pewnego dnia Szpilmanowie
wyprowadzili si¢. Wyjechali do Warszawy, zeby byé razem z
‘Wiadkiem, ktory zaczynat swa kariere w Polskim Radiu: W
stosunkowo mtodym wieku Wiadek otrzymat nagrode na
Konkursie Szopenowskim, co umozliwito mu doskonaleniesie
u znanych w owym czasie mistrzow w Niemczech, po czym
powréceil do Warszawy i szybko zdoby! popularmosé.

Z rodziny Szpilmanow ocalat z Zaglady tylko Wiadek.

W tych dniach czytalem jego ksiazke, na podstawie kibrej
nakrecono film "Pianista”. Opisal w niej swoje przezycia w
getcie warszawskim i po likwidacji getta. "Pianista” nie jest
jeszcze jedna ksiazka o $mierci najwiekszego w Polsce
skupiska zydowskiego. Jest to $wiadectwo heroizmu
czlowieka, artysty - muzyka, gdy przez caly czas muzyka
utrzymuje si¢ w tle. Ksigzka ta jest hymnem dla zycia i dla
muzyki.

P72NVID — 18 NAMIRY 2072 N2an
Sosnowiec - the house on Taragowa 18
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Dear Friendsy and Fellow Zaglembians,

The Organization of Zaglembian Jewry has been active on numerous
issues for several years. In addition, the organization’s administration
initiates special activities to realize its primary aims which are
commemoration and heritage.

In the area of commemoration — the commemoration of the
holocaust — we are active in Israel as well as in Zaglembie, Poland.
In israel, after many approaches and attempts to secure an
agreermnent, the Tel Aviv Municipality finally agreed to commemorate
Zaglembian Jewry by naming one of the city streets “Kehilot
Zaglembie” Street. The ceremony will take place in late October and
we invite all generations of Zaglembians to participate in this important
event. Our attentive participation in the ceremony constitutes not only
as an act which honors our families who perished in the Holocaust
and who are worthy of having a street named after them. Our
participation is moreover a symbol of thanks and appreciation to the
Mayor and City Council for supporting this commemoration enterprise.
In Zaglembie — last year, the Sosnowiec cemetery was renovated and
this year we plan to renovate the old cemetery on Podzamcze Street
in Bendin. This cemetery was established in 1831 and is now the
oldest Jewish cemetery in all of Zaglembie. The cemetery requires
extensive efforts since the tombstones have sunk into the ground.
Nonetheless, we hope that restoration works will be successful.

Regarding heritage — we are at the beginning of our work. We have
already organized numerous assemblies, Holocaust Day memorial
services, ceremonies on Tu B'Shvat and other holidays, that were
attended also by members of the second and third generation. This,
however, is not enough.

We must organize assemblies and talks with members of the younger
generation, not only to inform them of the history of Zaglembie during
the Holocaust, but to involve them in the history of the community over
several centuries. Moreover, members of the second and third
generation must find ways to establish contacts with their
contemporaries all over the world. There too, the work is carried on
from generation to generation like a torch. Admittedly  these
operations are not easy but they are important and so, we must invest
our best efforts in promoting them.

| truly believe that if we work toward this direction, we will succeed in
passing on the heritage of Zaglembian Jewry to the future generations
in lsrael and the world over, and ensure that this beautiful heritage
never dies.

Abraham Green
Chairman of the Zaglembie World Organization
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Articles in Hebrew

e Zvi Yama, “In A Few Years...”—writings inspired by the Tishea
Be’'Av memorial service for Zaglembian Martyrs at Nachalt Yitzhak.

e Ayala Avidov (Schlesinger), “No Future Ahead of us Without
our Past” - writings inspired by the Tishea Be'Av service...

s Alter Welner, “Wolbrom — Many of Zaglembie Jews originated
in Wolbrom” — the history of the Jewish community in Wolbrom.

e Daniella Zeidman-Mauer, “Mass Graves near 'the Jewish
cemetery in Wolbrom. (letter)

e “The Generous Man - A Child of Buchenwald’- writings in
honor of the late Rueben (Romek) Waxelman, by Abraham Green
& Natek Zim

o Ariel Yahalomi, “Searching for the Lost Years” — a journey

threw the camps
" e lzi & Ester Griiengras, “Dear Tomer...”- a letter to a grandson
visiting Auschwitz

e Dov Eichenwald, “We Were Standing on the Damned Earth of
Auschwitz and We Knew that We Won” — writings inspired by a
visit to Poland

+ Hana Shelomi, “Azrisl (Israel) Kozuch head of the “Hanoar Hazioni”
underground during the Holocaust in Shlezia” — words that were said
on a gathering honoring Shelomi’s new book, by Tushia Herzberg.
(Azriel Kozuch was known among his friends as Yojek)

e Zalman Gitler, "Hanging by a Thread® - a book review.
submitted by Hanit Reiter.

Yiddish
e The Homeless Child (poem)
Polish
o Jacob Zim (Cymberknopf),“The House on Taragowa Street"-

the story of Spilman - the Jewish-Polish musician. Translated from
Hebrew by Anna Cwiakowska

Holocaust Memorial Day

The Jewish Child - Yom Hashoa Memorial

Asin every year, a ceremony was held at the Memoriat Site in Modiin,
the topic of which was “The Jewish Children”.

60 years ago, on June 1942 the first “Selection” took place in
Zaglembie. Included in the transport were orphans, sick and old
people — all were sent to Auschwitz.

Thousands came to Yad Hazikaron - four generations Zaglembians,

ministers, Knesset members, public figures, senior police officials, -

soldiers and many guests including youths.

A short military ceremonial drill conducted by a squad of soldiers from | |

a nearby IDF base was followed by the traditional lit of the torches.

The prayers were chanted by cantor Arieh Brown, former chief IDF
cantor, who conducted the religious part of the memorial service.
“Yizkor” was said by Itzhak Greengrass and “Kadish” by Zvi Landau.
The following persons spoke at the ceremonv: Rabbi Solomon

Benizeri - employment and welfare minister , Rabbi Michael Melchior

— Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Menachem Leibowitz - vice
chairman of KKL and Mr. Abraham Green - chairman of Zaglembie
World Organization.

The Israeli singer, Dorin Giladi, brought people to tears with her
moving singing in Yiddish. The young orchestra of Kiryat Ono

11'nY

Service -April 9, 2002

conducted by Thomas Elifent provided the artistic program.

First, second and third generation of Zaglembian Jews participated in
recitations of poetry and prose. The ceremony was conducted by
Varda Greenberg (Tobiash) and Shelomi Karib (Krawinski), both

. second generation of Zaglembie.

TYTIND NY2NYIE MITYY NN T — 2"DYN NRIWYD DY
Yad Hazikaron At Modiin—Holocaust Memorial Day - Yom Hashoa 2002



Ron Huldai Mayor of Tel Aviv — Yafo
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An Inauguration Ceremony
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i The ceremony will take place on Oct. 29", 2002 16:00
at “Kehilot Zaglembie” St. . y :
(Dvora Hanevia St. and the corner of Ramat Hachaial school) bmwbl,;?:; 2;13, 1::;?’;?::;5 .;..:2 s
Greetings:
Rabbi Israel Meir Lau — Chief Rabbi of Israel D7NTIN DN 221 772NN INNY
Profs. Shewach Weiss - Ambassador of Israel in Poland
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Prezydent miasta Tel-Aviv-Jaffo p. Ron Huldai
ma zaszczyt zaprosié
na uroczysto$¢ nadania w Tel-Avivie

nazwy ulicy: "Kehilat Zaglembie" -
ulica imienia Zydoéw Zaglebia.
Uroczysto$é, z udzialem
rabina Israela Laua -naczelnego rabina Izraela

i prof. Szewacha Weissa - ambasadora Panstwa
Izrael w Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

odbedzie si¢ we wtorek, 29 pazdziernika 2002 o godz. 16.00

przy ul. Dvora Nevia - szkota w Ramat Hechajal.

.
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photos and any material relevant to this topic.
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Wishing you a Wonderful New Year
filled with health, and inner peace!
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